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A special salute to Nordic ways and 
wares presented from October 6th to 
22nd in Eaton's Winnipeg store. To 
bring this presentation of the products 
and crafts of such countries as Ice­
land, Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden* a total of forty-five buyers 
and other company personnel flew to 
the Scandinavian countries. D Come 
and see this exciting event in Winnipeg. 
Also in our Saskatoon, Regina and 
Port Arthur Stores. 

EATON'S 
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Does your fall-into-win­

ter wardrobe need a lift 

or a complete new look? 

Simpsons-S e a r s has 

stunning styles for 

everyone from the 

swinger to the svelte in 

all the newest materials 

and knits. Handsome 

wool heathers, pert and 

IJretty pastels, and a 

I�; \ \�\ host of
. 
ric� autumn

r ��� tones highhght the 

fashion field at 

Simpsons-Sea1·s. 

/ Simpsons-Sears 
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COMPLIMENTS OF ... 

Serving The West For 49 Years 

150 AUTHORIZED DEALER STORES 

78 RETAIL STORES 

3 MAIL ORDER WAREHOUSES 

GENERAL OFFICES 

1530 Gamble Place Phone 453-9511 

3 STORES IN GREATER WINNIPEG 

118-120 Higgins Avenue

1415 Main Street, North

507-509 St. Mary's Rd. St. Vital

Phone WHitehall 2-8568 

Phone JUstice 6-6719 

Phone CHapel 7-2377 

HERCULES SUPPLY LTD. 
208 PRINCESS STREET 

Bus. Phone 942-2417 

DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

WINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

Res. Phone 334-7897 

e COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES 

e TOWN N' COUNTRY BRAND PAINT and SUPPLIES 

e SEAHORSE BRAND SUPPLIES 
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It takes 5 years to 

throw the switch ! 
This is the time required by your 
Manitoba Hydro to build and develop 

a Power project. 
Time and development that is build­
ing a strong base for a healthy and 
expanding Manitoba economy. 
Time and development that provide, 
our province and its many towns, vil-

lages and cities with electrical Power MANITOBA 
-a Power that's attracting new in-

dustry and ueating more jobs, more

H y D R o opPortunities and more prosperity

for a growing Manitoba.

CANADA'S MOST RESPECTED NAME IN BAKING 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 3 

"THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL 

BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, AND FOR PAYMENT 

OF POST AGE IN CASH." - PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST. WPG. 3. 

Grey Goose Bus Lines 
Limited 

301 BURNELL ST. - WPG. IO, MAN. 

Phone SUnset 6-1427 

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

Your Neighborhood Taxi 

ll. B. VOPNI & CO.
Chartered Accountants 

210-2285 Portage Avenue

PHONE 832-1341 

l Winnipeg 12 Manitoba 

RTH 

ERICAN 

BER 

LIMITED 

LOCAL BRANCHES AT Arborg, Ginili, 

HEAD OFFICE 205 Fort Street, Winnipeg I 

Winnipeg Beach, Selkirk 

PHONE WH 2-8121 
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Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson 
Physician and Surgeon 

PHO'.'.E SPruce 2-9453 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE 

Logan and Keewatin 

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 

Eggertson & Eggertson 
Barristers &, Solicitors 

500 Power Building 

Portage Ave. & Vaughan St, 

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG 

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 
Saunders 6' Mauro 
Barristers, Solicitors, etc 

209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 
Portage Ave. and Garry St. 

Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

RAMSAY-MATTHEWS LIMITED 

103 Medical Arts Building, 

( Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

GOING TO ICELAND? 
Let the Triple-A-Service make the 
arrangements. 40 years experience. 
Write, Call or Telephone today 

without any obligations to 

Arthur A. Anderson 
133 Claremont Ave. Winnipeg 6 

Phone GI...obe 2-5446 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 

I. Sig1rno11 & Soll Ltd.
Plastering Contracten and Bailclen 

H. M. Sigurdson 
1410 Erin St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-6860 

H. Sigurcbon
526 Arlington St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-1272 

GREETINGS 

from- A FRIEND 

S. A. THORARINSON 
Barrister and Solicitor 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 

364 Main Street 

OFFICE PHONE 942-7051 - Winnipeg 

Mc::Kague, Sigmar 
& Company 

REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOANS 

All Types of Insurance 

Rental Management 

200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-1746 

537 ELLICE AVE. WINl\'IPEG 2 

Wedding Bouquets : : Cut Flowers 

Funeral Designs : : Corsages 

Phone SP 2·9509 700 Notre Dame 
Winnipeg 3 

- Opposite Hospital Stop -
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W!Mr]dJ!l11 ftA' � Q&\lQI) 

�fl.l}Juy�lllJ4 J

774-4411

1880 ROSSER AOA0 W1NN1PBC1 U 

BOOTH FISHERIES 
CANAJ)IAN COMPANY LIMr.rED 

235 GARRY STREET 

WINNIPEG MANITOBA 

�lkirk, Man. Winnipegosis, Man. The Pas, Man.

MAFEKING, MANITOBA 

COMPLIMENTS OF ... 

YOUR COMMUNITY HOTELS 

GIMLI HOTEL ARBORG HOTEL 

GIMLI, MANITOBA ARBORG, MANITOBA 
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Limted 

FUNERAL HOME 

Phone 774-7474

843 Sherbrook Street 

Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 5-07!1 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484

from 

� jfritnb 

ASGEIRSON'S 
Lll\UTED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SU nset 3-4322 

* 

Headquarters for 

PA I N T, WAL L PAPE Jl 

k HARDWAR E 

DR. L.A. SIGURDS01' 

521 Medical Arts Blfig. 

* 

OIL Ph. WH. 2-4762 Ilea. SP. 2-6ll5 

UHIEF HOME BAKERY 
Prop. Helga Olafson 

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE A VE. Ph. SU. 5-61%7 

I 
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Compliments of 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 

"Th e Painter's Supply House Since 1908" 

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, M an. Phone WH 3-7395 

J. A. SClirvINOWSKI, President 

HEINTZMAN 

Richmond 

SHERLOCK-MANNING 

PIANOS 

HAfflfflOND ORGANS 

J. J. H. McLEAN 

JOHN LEUKIE LTD. 
640 King Edward St. 

ST. JAMES 

* 

"TANGLEFIN" NYLON NETTING 

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLD!S 

CANVAS vOvu� 

MARINE HARDWARE 

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 

Phone SPruce 5-8484 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 
"The West's Oldest Music House" 

GRAHAM - EDMONTON 

PHONE 942-4231 

BRANCH AT EDMO;\;TON. ALBERTA 

McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd. 
since 1906 

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL 

"One Peice or a Carload" 

WINNIPEG 

7 
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We welcome appointments as Co­

Executor with members of the 

family with full knowledge that it 

creates a personal relationship and 

provides a family voice in management. 

preservn1g 
Montreal Trust has accumulated in its 

seventy years of trust service a vast 

store of experience in the successful 

administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill 

needed by your executor. 

family 

tradition 
A talk with one of our experienced trus1 

officers will aid you in developing an 

estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a family voice in managemenc 

C. LOWE

Montreal Trust 
Notre Dame at Albert Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Assistant General Manager 

H. T. MARTIN 

Manager 

TALLIN, KR1�1,UNSSON, PARKER, MARTIN & MERCURY CUV!:. !-- l \LLI'.\. Q.C. \\'. S. A. MARTI'.\' Hn;H B l'<\RKFR A. F. KRISTJA'.\'SSO.._ B. STUAR I l'\RKFR L. ="· l\fERCl'RY
BARRISTERS &: SOLICITORS 

Second Floor 
l �--�-2_,_o_o_s_B_o_R_N_E_s_T_R_E_E_T __ �-------- WINNIPEG 1 
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The Fjallkona Address 

Delivered at the Icelandic Day Celebration at Gimli, August l, 1966 

(Translated) 

J am very happy to be here today, 
on this historic ground, to greet you 
and give you my blessing on this im­
pressive festive occasion. 

This I have done annually for over 
fortv vears. 

Cba.nge., have taken place in these 
gatherings with the passing of time. 
Forty years ago many of the pioneers 
were present; their faces bore the 
marks of toil and the passing years. 
They have become fewer and fewer 
until no-1r I have to look closely f01 
the fe,r remaining of my Icelandic­
born children. [ behold second. third. 
arnl even fourth generation Canadian­
born. 

But it warms my heart as I listen 
to your lively conversation to note how 
many there are who still speak the 
Icelandic language, even "·ith an Ice­
landic intonation. 

. \s I think of the time you have been 
in Canada-it is well-nigh a century 
since the Lirst modern Icelandic settler 
arrived here-it gives me great joy to sec 
how well you have preserved kinship 
with the old homeland. You gather 
in goodly numbers on Icelandic Day 
and in recent years you have been well­
represented at the National Celebra-

tion in Iceland on June 17th. May 
these numbers increase with the years. 

Many of the Icelandic immigrants 
to Canada of nearly a hundred years 
ago left behind them turf-houses, and 
on their arrival here they built log­
cabins, but of greater wo;th than the 
gold and silver which they did not 
possess they brought another and 
greater treasure: a spirit of freedom, 
hope for the future, and an ideal of 
good citizenship in a socially conscious, 
democratic society. 

Today, you in Canada and my chil­
dren in Iceland have progressed far 
from turf-houses and log-cabins, but 
the old ideals are as important as ever. 

Today, you in Canada and my 
people in Iceland are in the main­
stream of world affairs. \\Tith the world 
in turmoil, with ·world-society afflicted 
with severe growing pains and dangers 
threatening, it is of the utmost import­
ance that cousins east and west should 
work together and with others who 
cherish freedom and the worth of the 
individual to promote the ideal of 
good citizenship in an orderly ,vorlcl 
society. 

In conclusion, once again, my bless­
mg on this impressive festive occasion. 
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Address of His Excellency 

Hannes Kjartansson 
delivered at the Icelandic Day Celebration, Gimli, August I, 1966 

Translated by HEIMffi THORGRIMSON 

Mr. Chairman, 
My dear friends, Vestur-Islendingar. 

It was an honour and a pleasure for 
mv wife and me to receive an invitation 
to' the 77th Anniversary of your cele­
bration held at Gimli-all the more 
so, as my wife Ellen, gre-w up in this 
area and has many friends and ac­
quaintances here. 

It is also my plea.mre and privilege 
to bring you on this important occasion 
greetings and good wishes from the 
Government of Iceland and its people. 

All of you, I trust, have in the past 
felt the ·l\"armth and friendliness that 
has come vour ·wav from the "Old 
Country". It is not' strange that you 
of Icelandic origin who inhabit this 
land should have been the objects of 
this affection. It was indeed a serious 
blow to see a substantial portion of 
the small Icelandic nation emigrate to 
the 'i\'est. On the other hand it can 
not be denied that it has been a source 
of strength to my Nation how pcristent­
ly this small fragment of the Canadian 
people has assi,ted our cause in mam 
areas and held high aloft the honou� 
of Iceland abroad. 

The occasions on which you have 
assisted us are too numerous to relate 
but above all do we recall how stead­
fastly you have remained true to the 
Motherland and how manv of vou still 
have personal ties with y�ur 1'.elations 

at home although two, three and even 
four generations have come and gone 
since your ancestors left Iceland. 

It has been said that those who left 
Iceland for America acknowledged de­
feat because of poverty and lack of 
faith in Iceland; that these people 
abandoned the sinking ship while 
those who remained had the courage 
and determination to continue the 
struggle despite poverty and little hope 
for the future. In all conscience, I do 
not subscribe to this view. I think 
rather, that it was the pioneers who 
had the courage to face uncertainty, 
to venture into an unknown land 
where a language was spoken they 
knew not and customs were foreiQTI b 

to their experience. These were the 
men who dared face the unknown that 
they and their heirs might gain a 
brighter and a better future. 

U ndonbtedly the Icelandic im­
migrant had to overcome ,innumerable 
difficulties and suffer many disappoint­
ments. I recall that on a trip to this 
country sixteen years ago I met an old 
and venerable Icelander who had been 
in one of the first groups to emigrate. 
He described in strong terms how he 
·was �eceived and treated. According to
to lus account they were brought in
cattle cars to the vicinity of ·winnipeg
and here they were placed in an en­
closure which was no doubt some sort
of quarantine to ensure that the im-
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migrants spread no contagious diseases. 
The old man described conditions in 
the enclosure a.s a veritable hell-un­
bearable heat, insufferable insects and 
indescribable filth. :\Iany others, no 
doubt, had the same tale to tell but it 
must be borne in mind that the hard­
ship.s and sufferings of the early 
pioneers were in a large measure the 
result of their ignorance. They lacked 
knowleclo-e of the climate, habits and 
customs �f the country and thus failed 
to prepare themselves for condition.s 
they were to meet. 

It is not a matter of surprise that 
many of these Icelandic pioneers 
dreamt about returning to their native 
land as soon a.s an opportunity present­
ed itself. For most, lack of funds made 
this impossible during the first few 
yean;, but later these people became 
accustomed to their environment as 
thev o-ot to know the ways of living in 

, h 
1 the new land. Yet, in spite of changec 

circumstances most of them retained a 
strong loyalty to their place of origin 
and the thought occurred to them ol 
returning later-but very few did. 

As fortune would have it, much has 
changed for the better both for those 
who went away and for those who 
stayed. 

\Ve know today how well the small 
Icelandic group living in Canada has 
succeeded in gaining recognition ancl 
renown. During the early years of their 
stay in Canada the Icelanders were 
looked on in general as inferior people. 
They of course lacked knowledge of 
the language and the customs and 
manners of Canadians and moreover, 
most of them were destitute on arrival. 
Lack of means and experience notwith­
standing, they were able to overcome 
these difficulties by prodigious exer­
tion of hand and mind and were able 
to gain recognition for themselves and 
their old homeland, and for their 

children the benefits of better school­
ing. In this incredibly short space of 
time you have succeeded in changing 
the attitude of Canadians towards you 
from one of indifference or contempt 
to one of trust and appreciation. No 
other national group of Canadians of 
comparable numbers now enjoys in 
greater measure the respect and 
recognition that is your.s. \\7 e in Ice­
land are truly proud of your achieve­
ments and do not forget that, though 
few in number, the "\Vestern Icelander, 
have come to occupy positions of the 
highest trust in this vast land. We are 
further convinced that you and your 
descendants will continue to tread this 
path. 

Happily, we who remained at home 
haYe also made great gains to which 
the astounding development o( our 
country in the past few decades bears 
witness. Under the direction of capable 
and diligent leadership we have magn­
ified the utilization of the products 
of land and sea on a scale no one 
could have fore1;een thirty years ago. 
New agricultural machinery ha� been 
brought in on a large scale and more 
lancl brought under cultivation than 
ever before. The Icelandic fishing fleet 
is second to none ancl in its wake h:t\ ·· 
come various industries, among them 
the quick-freeze plants that now ac­
count for the bulk of our exports. Nor 
must we forget the electrification of the 
country, the basis of industrial pro­
gress, which has also brought heat 
and light to our cities and towns ancl 
to the great majority of our farm· 
steads. The largest hydro-electric in­
stallation in Iceland is now under con­
struction and ·will become the foun­
dation of an aluminum extraction 
industry. These examples could be 
multiplied. 

It is now a fact that we in Iceland 
enjoy a standard of living not excelled 
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bv anv countries other than the United 
States' and Canada, a standard that is 
on par with that of Switzerland and 
S,veden. All this attests to the fact 
that in spite of centuries of poverty 
and oppression the Icelandic stock re­
mains sound. This indeed is amply 
proved bv what ""e have achieved both 
here and in the homeland. \Ve have 
proudly and jointly upheld the Ice­
landic banner and have sought to 
make the "Old Country" known to the 
world and to create for it the good will 
of nations. 

Iceland is no longer known solely 
for its incomparable literary treasures 

but rather as a modern nation that lies 
mid-way between the dictator states 
of eastern Europe and the mighty 
democracies of North America. 

Regardless of changed circumstances. 
I am convinced that it is our hope 
and ·wish that the bonds of kinship 
between all Icelanders at home ancl 
abroad may long endure. Certain it is 
that we in Iceland arc proud of our 
cousin5 in Canada and that we ,.vill not 
forget the hardships they endured nor 
the tenacity and courge with -which 
thev overcame these hardships. 

Address of William Appleby 

at the Icelandic Day Celebration at Gimli, Manitoba, August l, 1966 

Mr. Chairman. 
Viroulega Fjallkona, 
l\fr. Ambassador, 
Your "\V orshi p, 
Distinguished guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Pao er mer mikio gleoiefni og heiour 
ao vera booio ao flytja r::eou her {t 
pessari sjotugustu og sjoundu hatio 
Vestur-1slendinga. 

Eg ,i marga g6oa vini meoal 1slenc1-
inga. og peir gera oft grin ao mer og 
segja at> eg se hestur i islenzku. 

I>e.,svegna vil eg fara meo nokkur
inngangsor<.> a ykkar m6ourmali, og 
bio fyrirgefningar l)Vi eg veit ao is­
len1kan min er ekki g6o. 

l\fay I say, Mr. Chairman, how hon­
ored I am at having been afforded this 

opportunity to appear on the pro­
gramme of this, the 77th fslendinga­
dagurinn, and to present the Toast to 
Canada. 

It seems particularly appropriate 
that Icelandic Canadians from all 
parts of Canada, should be meeting 
here today in celebration of the arrival 
of the original 235 settlers who arrived 
at Gimli on October 21, 1875, and in 
further celebration and recognition 
of the great and valued contribution 
which those original settlers, and ap­
proximately a further twelve thousand 
Icelanders who immigrated to this 
country over a period of two decades 
between 1870 and 1890, and sub­
sequent .settlers, and their descendants, 
have made to the life and development 
of their adopted country. 
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Today's celebration seems particular­
ly appropriate, because of the fact, as 
our distinguished Chairman is aware 
from his work in the House of Com­
mons, that Ganadians generally are 
now 1beginning to display increasing 
interest in the Canadian Centennial 
Celebrations which will commemorate 
next year, one hundred years of Can­
adian nationhood. 

Canadians have heretofore been re­
luotant to display much emotion or 
enthusiasm in celebrating their coun­
try's birthday. 

July I.st has never been reoognized 
in Canada in a manner even remotelv 
approaching that in which the United 
States celebrates July 4th or for that 
mauer in which France commemorates 
Bastille Day on July 14th. 

I believe that celebrations held to 
commemorate St. Andrew's Day, St. 
George's Day, the 17th of March, July 
12th and the first Monday in August, 
do, in fact, engender more genuine 
enthusiasm than what should be a 
much more important date on the Can­
adian calendar-July 1st. 

Joseph Howe, a life-long and artic­
ulate champion of Responsible Govern­
ment in Canada, said in 1871 at a 
Howe Family Reunion m Mas­
sachusetts: 

"A wise nation preserves its records, 
gathers up it muniments, decorates the 
tombs of its illustrious dead, repairs 
its great public structures, and fosters 
national pride and love of country, by 
perpetual reference to the sacrifices 
and glories of the past." 

For too long, Canadians, as a nation. 
have been ignoring the glories of their 
past, have been denying their national 
heritage and as a consequence, this 
regrettable lack in our national life has 
had to ,be filled in a largely regional 
way by Canadians of varying ethnic 
origins commemorating the contribu-

tions made to Canadian life by their 
forebears. 

And I believe that Canada is a richer 
land because of it. 

The Icelandic people are a proud 
and noble race, coming from an aus­
tere island where for centuries onlv 
the fit and the strong have survivecl, 
where the character and lives of its 
people have been moulded by the 
beauty and stern grandeur of the land, 
-an island originally settled in 874 by
freedom-loving men who brought with
them unique endowments of indepen­
dence, leadership and courage which
resulted ,in, among other things, the
establishment of a National Assemblv.
having both a legislative and judici�J
function, in the year 930, which has
survived to this day.

It is significant to note that one of 
the first acts of the settlers following 
their arrival at Gimli on October 21. 
1875 was to establish by election. held 
on January 6, 1876, a governing coun­
cil of five members, the first chairman 
of which was one Olafur Olafson (of 
whom Her "\Vorship Mayor Violet 
Einarsson is in the direct line of des­
cent.) 

The Icelandic people are a scholarly 
and literate folk whose ilove of truth 
and learning have been portrayed and 
preserved in the Icelandic Sagas, 
which Dr. Watson Kirkconnell has 
described as being the most important 
contribution to European literature in 
the twelve centuries between Virgil 
and Dante. 

The Icelandic people were daunt­
less explorers and navigators. 

Erik Thorvaldsson, the Red, found­
ed Greenland in the year 985 and 
about the year 1000, as the world's fore­
most scholars have so recently and 
dramatically affirmed, his son, Lei fr 
Eriksson discovered Ba.ffinland, Lab­
rador and Vinland, ·which may haye 
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extended as far to the South as the 
present state of Massachusetts. 

The fabric of Canadian life has been 
enriched in many respects by the dis­
tinctive and valued contriJbution of 
the Icelandic people. 

The past ninety-one years have wit­
nessed a transition from the purely na­
tionalistic traditions of Iceland to total 
assimilation and dedication to Cana­
dian institutions and this country's 
way of life. 

However. in the year A.D. 1966, we 
find Canada and the world generally. 
going through a period of agonizing 
re-appraisal in which peoples of all 
nations are looking to the future in 
hope, but in wonderment and awe. 

vVe live in an age of great scientific 
and technological achievement, in an 
age of lunar probes, inter-planetary 
travel and massive computers, an age 
of theological discourse and unrest 
which has prompted the great God 1, 

Dead theological debate. 
\Ve live in an age of political up­

heaval, of emergent African states and 
their vigorous expressions of ultra-na­
tionali.,m. of diametrically-opposed 
political and economic ideologies. 

\Ve live in an age of rapidly chang­
ing nlues, when it is becoming in­
(Teasingly important that the best tra-

ditions of the past must be recalled 
and oherished with pride fully in order 
to serve as a worthy yardstick against 
which new concepts and values may 
be properly compared. 

We live in a country that enjoys the 
second highest standard of living in 
a world in which two-thirds of its 
people go to bed hungry every night. 

"\Ve live in a world and in a nation, 
filled with paradoxe.'i and challenging 
in the extreme. 

It is apparent that the sa,lvation of 
mankind rests upon its education and 
enlighenment the world oYer. 

It is apparent that Canada has a 
great and noble future and that she 
must bear an ever-increasing share of 
the burden of world responsibility. 

It is a measure of the Canadian char­
acter, that Canadians look expectantly 
to the future, with confidence and with 
pride, armed with wisdom, knowledge 
and noble traditions, gainecl from an il­
lustr,ious past, and the deeds of valour 
performed by our people and their for­
bears. over generations upon gener­
ations. 

And not the least of the,e. arc lce­
lamlic Canadians who, am sure, 
proudly join with me in a heartfelt 
toast to Canada, her future and her 
people. 
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Sigurdur Julius Johannesson 

VOLCANO WITH A HEART 

by Art Reykdal

The small funeral chapel 11·as filled 
to overflowing. Its seats ,nTe packed. 
its corridor was filled, and outside its 
doors people crowded the sidewalk for 
t,1·0 blocks clown the street. A few 
young men who had chairs offerer{ 
them to the old, many of whom spurn­
eel them with proud \'iking indepen­
dence. Heads white, backs bent, face, 
lined. they stood to hid farewell to 
the greatest humanitarian :danitoha 
Icelanders hacl ever counted among 
their number. 

\\'ith five ol his wife's nephews I 
bore the coffin dml'n the chapel steps 
to the ,1·aiting hearse and thence to the 
gra\ eside. Through tear-dimmed eves 
I \\·atched it lowered down into tht: 
earth, rny last con tact ,l'ith one of the 
greatest influences mv life had e\·cr 
kncnrn. 

Sigurdur Julius Johanne,son ,r;is 
born Januarv 9, 181i8 at Lack in Olfus. 
, \rnessyslu, the son of Johannes Jon-­
son and Cudlaug Hannesdottir. Jo­
hannes 11·as a learned man, a carpen.ter 
and a stonemason, with a generous. 
open-handed n,iture that became hi, 
,on's heritage. His neighbors rnnstantlv 
sought him out, both for counsel witl1 
their problems and for his skill as an 
artisan. But while he ,va., always will­
ing to be of service to others, he was 
not so success[ ul at serving himself and 
his familv of ten had to be broken up 
since he �vas unable to support them.-

.\t the age of twelve Sigurclur was 
left to make his own way alone. ·with 
longing eyes, he watched his contempor­
aries going to school and the determi-

nation never left his mind that some 
dav he would follow them. For several 
ve,;rs he worked for board and cloth­
in" at a farm called Flodatan2:i in ,-, � 

Borgarfjardarsy.-;lu ancl for ten years 
after that he took such employment 
,l'> he could £incl as a farmhand or as 
a laborer. His dream of entering school 
was never ahanclonecl. hut it was not 
until 18!17 that he finally accomplish­
ed it. He was twenty-nine years of age 
when he entered :\Ientaskolann m 
Reykjavik. 

\Vith a hunger that had been denied 
for seventeen years, Sigurdur devoured 
his books and passed through the 
grades with a rapidity matched onlv 
three times in all the history of the 
school ... but Sigurdur was the only 
one of the group who earned his living 
simultaneously with his studies. And
,d1ere he found the time for it, God 
only knows, but this period saw the 
beo,innino- of his fame as a ·writer, both 

;-, 1'"1 

in poetry and in prose .. \fter graduat­
ing, Sigurdur became associate editor 
of Dagskra, under Einar Beniclikts.,on, 
a man later acknmdedged the greatest 
poet of his time in lcelancl. 

From the first, Sigurclur's pen was 
dedicated to the championship of the 
underdog, a trait that often got him 
into the black books of the powerful. 
As a supplement to Dagskra he found­
ed ,\eskan, a children's paper in which 
potential poets and authors of the 
juvenile set were encouraged to test 
their skills. It is characteristic of Sig­
urdur that in a nation whose chief 
pride has ahvavs been her literature, 
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he should have been the first man to 
publish a periodical for children. 

After two years with the paper, Sig­
urdur was able to buy Einar out and 
become sole editor of Dagskra. At the 
same time he entered medical school in 
Reykjavik. But political strife was 
rampant at the time and Sigurdur 
took a firm stand in the centre of the 
line of fire. \\'ith a free hand to direct 
Dagskra's content, his pen became in­
creasingly scathing. As he says in one 
of his verses: 

Lof se gudi; hann gaf mer aldrei tungu 
Ad geta sleikt upp serhvern finan sko. 

Praise be to God; He never gave 
me tongue 

To lick the boots that trample 
people's right,. 

But Sigunlur ,ras never one to take 
half measures. His criticism of exist­
ing conditions became so severe that 
thin,,s became too hot even for him. 

M 

In 1899 he fled Iceland and emigrated 
to Canada, the fangs of his enemies 
snapping close on his heels. To his na­
tive land he wrote: 
Ef drottin ger6i a6 gnlli Ur 
sem geymir hugur minn, 
j),i vildi cg grata cill min ar 
til au6s i vasa j)inn. 
If God would turn to golcl the tears 
That lie within my breast, 
Then I ,rnuk! weep through all my 

years 
To fill your treasure chest. 

Sigurdur arrived penniless in Hal­
ifax and set about getting to \Vin­
nipeg, Icelandic capital of Canada. 
\Vhenever possible, he found work and 
thus earned sufficient money to take 
him part of the journey. At other times 
he -walked. 

On arriving in Winnipeg, he found 
employment shovelling gravel for a 

firm under contract to the railroad. 
The ,rnrkers travelled ever farther 
westward as the tracks were laid, and 
worked from tweh·e to fourteeen hours 
a clay. Some, unable to stand the toil 
under the summer's burning sun, 
dropped out; hut Sigurclnr, though 
never a hardy man physically, kept on. 

Just before Christmas, he was laid 
off. HO miles from \Vinnipe'.;, and 
had to make his ml'n ,ray back. Seventy 
miles of the distance he walked, then 
he was picked up by a pack train car­
rying firewood. He was to collect his 
wages in \Vinnipeg, but ·when he got 
there he found the office vacated. Sig­
urdur ,\·as never paid for his first 
months of labor in the new Janel. 

Fortune changed, however, when 
Sigurdur found work seaming tents 
that lasted through the balance of the 
winter and into the following summer. 
And romance raised its fair head in the 
person of Hallclora Fjelstecl. In keep­
ing with the best traditions of romantic 
literature, the suit seemed hopeless at 
fir.,t. Her mother ,ras opposed to the 
match. for she felt Sigurdur was 
de,tined always to remain a penniless 
poet. Besides, stories had reached her 
from Iceland of his volatile writings. 
and she couldn't understand his rad­
ical nature. 

In the fall, Sigurdur went to Chi­
cago, where he intended to enroll in 
a Lutheran theological seminary. 
There he again found work seaming 
tents. He worked by night and attend­
ed school by clay, but the more he 
learned about theology the less he 
liked it. Sigurclur never ·was an atheist, 
but he saw a vast difference between 
Christianity and the church, and his 
lessons in theology served only to 
strengthen his conv1ct10n that the 
church was a material organization 
making a commercial business out of 
peddling spiritual values. He was too 
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honest a man to devote his life to 
preaching superstitions that offended 
his intelligence and gave up his studies 
before completing the first term. 

,\I eanwhile, Sigurdur met three Ice­
landers who gave him financial back­
ing for the founding of a newspaper: 
Stefan Thorson, father of J. T. Thor­
son, former president of the court o! 
exchequer; Fridrik Sveinsson, artist, 
·whose brother Jon (Nonni) was 
writer of note in Europe; and Gud­
mundur Anderson, \\·hose son 
later played a part in "r

municipal 
Dagskra II brought out its first issue 

in Winnipeg July 20, 1901. The journ­
al's policy was declared in the first edi­
torial: "Dagskd lI will be independent 
of all µ;roups, religious or political. lt 
is against all wrongdoing, wherever it 
may be found. and will hop, dance 
the· side of right. It will hop, dance 
and plav when circumstances permit it, 
and take a serious vein when necessitY 
demands that." 

It ,1·as during this period that Sig­
urdur founded the Hagyrdingafjelag. 
an organization to which transplanted 
lcelandic writers came together once 
monthlv. Each in turn re,Hl his literan­
output for the month past, after which 
the others discussed it, pointed out its 
Iaults, ancl the author corrected it to 
the best of his ability. If it ,1·as still felt 
to contain faults, the meeting at large 
tried their hands at correcting them. 
alwav.s with the consent of the author. 
Graduates of this society form a roll 
call of names later to become famous 
to all readers of Icelandic literature 
in Canada, including Guttonnur f. 
Guttormsson, recognized today as the 
poet laureate of Icelandic Canadians. 
Guttormur credits Sigurdur with much 
of the early training that gave wing5 
to his pen. 

\Vhen Sigurdur tried to launch hi,; 
newspaper, he had little money, scant 
equipment and no influence. It was 
doomed lo failure from the first, and 
its demise came :\farch 24, 1903, after 
publishing the initial works of such 
later famous writers a;; Stephan G. 
Stephansson and Guttonnur J. Gut­
tormsson. 

\Vith his editorial bubble broken, 
Sigunlur resolwcl to trv his hand 
again ;1t medical study. Ih�t he needed 
an income while he studied, and he 
couldn't find one in \Vinnipeg. Hall­
clora was weakening under his pleas 
and he hated to leave that battle hall 
won, but he postponed his suit and 
departed again for the States. 

This time Sigunlur went to Harvard. 
,d1ere he met Vilhjalrnur Stefansson. 
The open-handedness of the Arctic 
explorer matched that of the poet, 
and he ir1Yited Sigunlur to live with 
him. Sigurdur stayed with Vilhjalmur 
several months, finding employment 
meanwhile with a tent maker. \Vhen 
fall came. he went again to Chicago 
lo enter medical school. He found 
\\·ork with an Icelandic je·weller, Hjal­
mar Bergman. and was able to work 
and study at the same time. At Easter 
he went north to \Vinnipeg and return­
ed with Hallclora Fjeldsted as his bride. 

It was 011.e of those matches decreed 
by the gods. For over fifty years Hall­
dora devoted herself to the sustenance 
of her husband, providing the practical 
side needed to balance his iclealis,m. 
She was the inspiration of his poetry, 
the solace of his sorrows, the pride of 
his heart and the reason for his being. 
During the hard years of medical 
school Halldora worked long hours to 
leave her husband time for his studies, 
and by the time they were over she had 
forgotten how to stop. 

In the spring of 1907 Sigurdur left 
school a medical doctor. He went to 
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\•Vynyard, Saskatchewan, where he 
could practise his profession amono-

. 
h 

his own people in an Icelandic com-
munity. He had once sought to become 
a minister. Now he started his life's 
v..-ork of preaching the gospel with 
deeds instead of words. Money never 
entered the picture; his aim was to 
heal the sick and his payment lay in 
being able to help them. Sigurclur 
Julius Johannes.5on was the nearest ap­
proach to Jesus Christ that I have ever 
known. 

II. 

But journalism called him again m 
19M and he returned to ·winnipeg to 
become editor of Logberg and to prac­
tise medicine on the side. 

\Vhen the Icelandic people first 
came to :\fanitoba, they brought with 
them two great loves-a love of liter­
ature ancl a love of argument. In order 
to express their love of literature, they 
needed a newspaper, and in order to 
expres, their love of argument, they 
needed two of them. 

\Vhen Sigurdur became editor of 
Logberg. conflict between the two 
papers was at its peak. If a Lutheran 
did something worth recording, Heims­
k ringla steadfastly ignored the fact, 
and Logberg likewise refused to 
acknowledge any accomplishment 
among the Unitarian-Conservative fac­
tion. J\Iaybe this was smart journalism, 
(·or it was necessary to read both papers
111 order to get a full picture of Ice­
landic activities in the west. 

Thomas H. Johnson, a director of 
Logberg and attorney-general of Mani­
toba, persuaded Sigurdur to take the 
editorial chair. On assuming office, he 
,1·as told that Logberg represented the 
Liberal party and the Lutheran 
Church. 
.. 'Tll uphold the Liberal party," said

S1gurdur, "for therein lie my con-

victions, but I'll never write a line m 
support of the Lutheran Church." 

A compromise was reached wherebv 
it was agreed that Sigurdur was to sta�­
out of religious controversies-in tha't 
day a well-nigh impossible feat for :i 
:\fanitoba Icelander. And for a man 
whose idols were Thomas Paine and 
Robert Ingersoll, Sigurdur ,ms editing 
the wrong newspaper. 

He wasn't always on the side of his 
employers. The wealthier Icelanders 
had begun to move in fashionable 
soci�ty and likecl to don the trappings 
of nches. Icelanders have alwavs been 
a proud race, but the truest ;f them 
look ,1·ith di,5taste upon shalloT,,• 
grandeur. vVhen a director of Loo-bero-

• 0 h 

acqmred a stately mansion staffed with 
uniformed servants who ate their meals 
separately from the family, Sigurdur 
found it time to speak. There had been 
no class distinction in Iceland, and the 
Icelanders ,weren't going to start one 
here with his blessing. Besides, the 
housemaid who was banned from her 
master's table was all too often a wel­
come companion in his bed. Sigurdur 
poured out his wrath in two columns 
of Logberg. Posterity bears no record 
of his target's reaction. 

·while Sigurdur's bile found vent 
the editorial columns, his heart belono·-

h 

ed to Solskin, the children's supple-
ment that he inserted into Logberg. It 
was printed separately from Logberg, 
only mailed out with the parent publi­
cation, and its youthful readers were 
encouraged to feel that it was entirelv 
their own. vVhen children entere�l 
Sigurdur's presence, the radical crus­
ader vanished as though he had never 
existed, and only love remained. 

When World War I broke out, Sig­
unlur removed his editorial guns from 
personalities and turned them on the 
government, the military and the Bri­
tish Empire. He was a pacifist. His 
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whole poet's soul shuddered at the 
of "wholesale murder," as he termed 
it, and his pen poured out his thoughts 
without let or hindrance. He pictured 
Great Britain as an autocractic butcher 
whose flag reeked with the blood of 
her victims. 

Logberg had had an anxious time 
of it all during the period of Sigurdur's 
editorship; now it found itself 
straddling a stick of dynamite with the 
fuse lit. Action was started to charge 
Sigurdur with treason and, while the 
matter was dropped, the directors or 
Logberg sent up prayers that the epi­
sode would still their editor's volatile 
pen. Like most of their prayers, it went 
unarnwered, for theirs was a god of 
vengeance whose pernicious nature 
revelled in the futility of Sigurdur's 
rantings. In sheer self-defence, Log­
berg fired its editor, November 1, 1917. 

Sigurdur rounded up a few men with 
money and socialistic leanings and 
established a new paper which he 
called Vorold. Here he continued his 
warfare against war, but after a brief 
and hectic struggle the paper was 
forced to suspend publication due to 
lack of funds. 

It was the death knell of spirite(l 
Icelandic journalism in the "\Vest. Since 
that time the Icelandic press in Canada 
could be personified by the figure or 
a prim mid-Victorian spinster who 
raised her skirts two inches in order 
to cross a mud-puddle, then stood 
frozen in the midst of the slime, petri­
fied at the thought that she had ex­
posed her ankles. 

Ill. 

In 1921, Sigurdur became medical 
officer for the municipality of Cold­
well and moved with his family to 
Lundar. "\Vhile journalism had always 
brought out his violence, medicine 
brought out his gentleness, and he is 

remembered with love and reverence 
by every community that he served. 

He was given a car shortly after his 
arrival at Lundar, but it ended up in 
the ditch on his maiden voyage. Sig­
urclur simply left it there and never 
got behind its wheel again. When he 
was called to far corners of the district, 
he hired a driver, and the livery barn 
often saw the only financial gain to 
come from the visit. It was a common 
thing for him to supply the medicine 
he prescribed, and at a home where 
poverty reigned he often concealed 
money where it would be found after 
his departure. On one occasion he 
stripped and pulled his own woollen 
underwear over the frame of an invalid 
half-breed who had none. 

But while God may love a generom 
man, people take advantage of him, 
and Sigurdur was frequently the victim 
of deadbeats. A section worker came 
to him to remove a cinder that was 
embedded dangerously dose to the 
cornea of his eye. The "\,Vorkmen's 
Compensation Board paid for the ser­
vice, and a few weeks later the rail­
road man came to Sigurdur at a con­
cert and asked if he had received pav­
ment from them. 

"Yes," Sigurdur replied. 
""\Vell, then you wouldn't mind giv­

ing me back the two dollar., I paid 
you?" 

Sigurdur, never a financier, had no 
recollection of having collected two 
dollars from the man, but he took him 
at his word and gave him the request­
ed amount. Later the man brazenlv 
admitted that he had been suffering 
from an overpowering thirst and had 
contrived the hoax in order to get the 
price of a bottle of booze. 

On another occasion, Sigurdur was 
called to a farm to deliver a baby. The 

(continued on page 40) 
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THE NIGHT I KILLED MR. IVEY 
by June Morton

J\fr. Ivey may have been willing and 
cager to meet his J\Iaker on the night 
he died. He may even have suspected 
that he had some neighbors who 
wanted to help him do so. But I'm sure 
he didn't suspect me. 

I don't remember that I ever said a 
word to Mr. Ivey. I said quite a bit 
about Mr. Ivey to my parent,. I knew 
him only as a cranky old man who 
lived in a small cottage at the back o[ 
of a lot and had a beautifully kept 
yard and many flower gardens. He 
would come out of his front door and 
shout at the children who were play­
ing on the sidewalk. Even though, in 
truth, they were afraid of going in his 
lawn or near his flowers, he always 
berated them in a loud voice and told 
them they were ruining everything he 
owned. He frightened all of the child­
ren badly, but more particularly, he 
terrified me. 

I told my parents at some length 
about cranky old J\Ir. Ivey, and I 
found them discouragingly non-com­
mittal. So obviously, I felt, there was 
nothing else to do but take after him 
m prayer. 

I never doubted my heavenly 
Father's power, but so far I had had 
to take it on hearsay evidence. 

A few weeks before, I had gone into 
a vacant lot in our neighborhood and 
demanded of God that He make His 
Presence known to me or that I be 
able to see Him, since I was supposed 
to believe in Him. I sat studying the 

trees, and the sky, and the clouds, look­
ing for signs of God's visibility, but 
He did not appear before me. I told 
my religiou.5 Icelandic grandmother 
about my talks with God, and she 
scolded me furiously for my presump­
tuousness. This also reminded her that 
she meant to speak to me a1bout her 
objection., to my jumping rope ·while 
singing Sunday school hymns. She also 
said that it was dreadfully stupid of me 
to forget the correct words, and that 
I was to discontinue immediately sing­
ing "Jesus Loves Me" and mis-phrasing 
the stanza, "He is weak, but I am 
strong." 

This recent soul-searching had 
shaken me a great deal, but my belief 
had not faltered. I still went happily 
to Sunday school and got a gold star 
on the foreleaf of my Sunday school 
book for each attendance. And I care­
fully said my evening prayers to my 
heavenly Father, asking for such favors 
as I deemed necessary for my happy 
existence. I had few problems to dis­
cuss with Him, and most of them were 
simply greedy little requests that I 
wanted taken care of. Of course, I al­
ways addressed my prayers to my 
heavenly Father, but I addres.,ed them 
loudly enough so the my earthly father 
,d10 was sitting in the next room 
would hear them. I was quite certain 
that he would take care of most of 
them. 

The night after Mr. Ivey had terror­
ized me by shouting at several of my 
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friends, I said my prayers as usual. 

asking for such gifts as dolls, gum, and 

various toys that I was desirous of 

owning. Then I prayed loudly on, in­

cluding some requests for friends of 

mine who I didn't think prayed care­

fully enough for themselves. And then, 

of course, I always asked for God's 

blessing on my family, my friends and 

myself. But that night I whispered a 
sentence that I felt I didn't want mv 

earthly father to hear. I whispered to 

God that I thought it would be nice 

if He made Mr. Ivey die. I then said a 
happy, loud, "Amen," and my father 

came in and kissed me goodnight. 

I don't recall now whether it was 

the next day or the day after that I 

heard my parents saying that Mr. Ivey 

had been found dead in his little cot­

tage. A terrible guilt and terror over­

took me, and I suddenly felt it was too 

heavy and too loathesome to confide 

in anyone. I went about for several 

weeks, maybe even for a couple of 

months, with this tremor of guilt and 

fear tearing at my soul. When I was 

playing with my friends, I was thrilled 

when they were gracious and cordial 

to me because I knew, of course, that 

they wouldn't be if they knew how bad 

I really was. I reacted to anything they 

suggested doing with sycophantic glee. 

Then I would go home and weep 

quietly to myself. I said child prayers 

to my heavenly Father, telling Him 

of my guilt and begging His forgive­

ness. 

It seemed to me that things happened 

that indicated God's displeasure with 

me. For instance, a .pet caterpillar that 

I had been keeping for some time was 

crushed when an unwary delivery man 

stepped on it. I put the caterpillar in a 

penny matchbox. I had heard my 

grandmother refer quite often to the 

necessity of a "Christian burial" and 

I felt he must have one. While I had 

never been to a burial service, I had at­

tended a wedding, so I said as many 

of the minister's words at the wedding 

service as I could remember, and 

thought perhaps they would do. Then 

I placed the match box in the ground 

and planted a violet over it. 

At long last I could no longer stand 

my guilt and felt I must tell my father 

about it. �fy earthly father, that is. So 

I told him all about my miseraible pray­

er, and bawled, "That is why Mr. Ivey 

died." 

My father's first reaction was an­

noyance. (I was relieved to find it 

wasn't rage). 

"What do they teach you in Sunday 

school, anyway?" he asked. 

What did they teach me? I was so 

confused I didn't know where to be­

gin. I started to give him a muddled 

version of some of my Sunday school 

lessons. I added some of the things my 

grandmother had told me. And I was 

extremely uncomfortable. This was 

the first time I had ever had to teach 

my father something. It occurred to 

me that I didn't know how he felt 

about the things I was telling him. 

Finally he interrupted my discon­

certed rambling, saying, "Now look, 

dear, don't deliver greater powers to 

yourself than you have. You can't 

demand anything of God. Anyone's 
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death or life, or God's appearance be­
fore you. Mr. Ivey had been ill for a 
long time. That was probably why he 
was so cranky. Your prayers had noth­
ing to do with his death." 

It was wonderful to shed the great 
weight of the guilt from me and to 
find that my evil designs had no effect 
at all. 

After that I went on praying to my 
heavenly Father, but stopped shouting 

loudly enough so my earthly father 

could hear me. And I think my prayers 

had more humility. 

I wondered if my father would in­

sist that I .stop going to Sunday school 

since my dramatic revelations had un­

nerved him. But he didn't. I was glad 

because I did enjoy getting the gold 

stars in my book for attendance. 

June E. Morton, Ji, es in Los Angeles, California, She was i>orn in :\finneaf:'olis, :l.finne,ota­
�here she went to school and attended the University of Minnesota .. \t that tun:· she was June
Ellen Bering-anglicized version of her father's surname, Bjerring·. :�he_ le�rned l'> write and
speak Irelandic, as well as English, in her pre-school Years. -Tryggv1 B.1emng. 

University Evening Institute 

offers 3 6 courses 

The 32nd year of courses for the 

adult public is offered by The Univer­

sity of Manitoba, bhrough its Evening 

Institute. The progrnmme includes 

many new courses as well as the peren­

nially popular ones. 

Among the offerings this year are 

courses in: writing, languages, political 

s c i e n c e, law, antiques, sooiology. 

archaeology, reading improvement, ef­

fective English, art appreciation, in­

terior decoration, music appreciatJion 

architecture, astronomy, r e  1 i ,g i o n, 

psychology, advertising, period furn-

iture, investnnents and the selection of 

books for children. 

The only requirement for enrolLing 

jg your interest in the suibject. There 

are no examinations, and no previous 

experience or academic record is re­

quired. Classes are held weekly on the 

Fort Garry cam pus. 

For further information and a bro­

chure describing all of the courses. 

write to the Evening Institute, The 

University of Manitoba or telephone 

GR 4-9476. 



24 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Autumn 1966 

Dr. 0. M. Goethe dies at age 91 

Dr. Charles :\f. Goethe, renowned 
throughout the world as a philan­
thropist and conservationist, died in 
Sutter General Hospital, Sacramento, 
California in July, 1966. Though 
ninety-one years of age he continued 
writing until a fe-w weeks before his 
death. 

Dr. Ralph "\V. Chaney, professor of 
paleontology at the University of Cali­
fornia, has said of Dr. Goethe: 

"The spirit of the man is part of 
the concept of us all. This spirit led 
to the development of character and 
patriotism. I believe we are at a point 
"·here "·e may do well to have in mincl 
the teaching of this man in love of the 
countrv and the ideas for which it 
stands. Goethe's present is the key of 
the pa,t. He is a wortlw son of :\fother 
Nature." 

On "\f arch 28, 196.�, on the occasion 
of Dr. Goethe's ninetieth birthday a 
gathering of 350 people met in Sacra­
mento to honour the famous philan­
thropist. An avalanche of congratula­
torv messages was received. including 
one from President Johnson who saicl: 

"It is always a pleasure and a source 
of pride to commend an American 
,,·hose life has been so richlv dedicated 
to the service of humanity." 

Because of ill health Dr. Goethe 
could not attend hut he sent this pre­
recorded message which 11·as played 
at the dinner: 

"I get up at 4: c15 a.m. T am at mv 
desk hv 6 o'clock and work through 
to 10 J;.rn., seven days a week." 

In a four page leaflet issued short I y 
after his death appears a most delight-

ful account of his woomg af Mary 
Glide. 

"I had fallen madly in love. Time 
and again I asked her to marry me and 
always her answer was: 'Your father 
and my father are so wrapped up in 
this pioneering of California that they 
overestimate the materialistic and 
neglect the spiritual. You are follow­
ing their footsteps. I don't propose to 
marry a money-making machine." 

The leaflet goes on to say that they 
·were married in 1903 after Goethe
had promised they would invest their
money, except for simple living
expenses, in human betterment.

Their joint lives up to her death in 
1946 and his life from then on are a 
living testimony of the fulfilment of 
that marriage vow. Pursuing their 
scientific studies Dr. Goethe and his 
wife travelled all over the world. "They 
hiked, sometimes hundreds of miles. 
Thev climbed mountains in the Tyro­
lean Alps and in New Zealand." 

"They explored in Chile's :\fagellan 
territory, in l\fanchuria and in Pat­
agonia. They studied the almost 
extinct elephants of Ceylon ancl the 
Zebra giraffe of Africa." 

In his constant 11Titings and cor­
respondence this great humanitarian 
shunned the capital "I" and invariably 
included his wife in that delightful 
touch "we-2". A higher compliment to 
a wife could not have been paid: more 
completely could not the ego have been 
eliminated. Goethe did not take a 
vacation after hi5 wife died. 

Dr. Charles M. Goethe always claim­
ed that the main credit for present day 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

Dr. Charles M. Goethe 
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civililation goes to the Nordic race. 
He himself was of German-French­
Vnglish descent, hence came withi� 
that category of distinguished people,. 

He, at times, narrowed his encomium 
Lo the five Scarnlinavian countries, all 
of ,\'hich "we-2" had visited frequent­
lv. In one of the reports "we-2" said 
ti1ev had "become tremendously im­
pn•:0secl with the contribution, over 
the centuries of the five Scandinavian 
countries." 

Sometimes, when Dr. Goethe was 
complimenting the ScandinaYian coun­
tries for their contribution to intel­
lectual progress, which he said was out 
of all proportion to their numbers, he 
added. much to the delight of Ice­
lander-;. that Iceland 11·as the first 
country in the world to become lOOC';, 
literate. In his mind, if the countries 
11·ere graphically placed in the form of 
an anh the relati,·ely ,mall keY.-,tonc 
,mule! be Iceland. 

Dr. Goethe ;,elected a most unique. 
and, to the stafl of The Icelandic Can­
adian, a most accepta blc 1\'ay of shm\'­
ing hi, appreciation of the Icelandic 

Linda Kristin Allen 

contrilbution. ·For manv years he had 
been sending the subscription price of 
ten subscriptions to be sent to univer­
s1t1es he specified. His reason, as 
stated in one of his letters, ,vas to en­
able students, the intellectual leaders 
of tomonow, to read the magazine. Last 
year, no doubt serning that the encl of 
the journey on earth might be nearing, 
he began to send monies in advance 
for later years and by the time he died 
he had J;aid the subscriptions for the 
ten universities, some to the end of 
l 97 l and others to the end of 1972. All
told he had paid for ten subscriptions
for l :i years.

To 'J'he Icelandic Canadian and to 
The Icelandic Canadian Club a better 
or a more appropriate gift could not 
have been made. It will be a constant 
encouragement to greater effort. But 
it is more than that. It is a signal, to 
the Icelandic people and to ,\mericans 
and Canadians of Icelandic descent, 
or one of the ways in which the Ice­
landic heritage can be a continuing 
contribution to the building of these 
t11·0 great nations. -W, J. Lindal

1966 

\\'inner of the beauty contest at the 
Icelandic Day Celebration held at 
Gim1i, August bt, 1966. 

Linda is a daughter of Mr. Herbert 
C. and Sylvia Allen, and granddaughter
of l\fr. and Mrs. G. F. J onasson of 132
.\sh St., \Vinnipcg.

* 
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Of the Moris Family in Malaysia 

by Alene Moris 

1 t is not an easy decision to make. 
l\fv husband had been asked bv the 
L1;Lheran Church of America to go 
to a congregation in JesseJ.ton, Sabah, 
l\Ialaysia, for a four-year term. \1/ e are 
in our late thirties, our children Karin, 
Kri,tina, Erik Johann and Karl Jonas­
son were then IO, 8, 6 and 4 years of 
age. \Ve have families dear to us whom 
,ve would hate to leave. l\Iy mother, 
1\frs. H. T. Halvorson, lives in Regina; 
my sisters: l\fr�. \Villiam Quick in 
Cuelph. Ontario, and l\ln;. C. V. La­
ban, in Toronto. i\Iy husband's mother 
and sister live in Minnesota. \Ve were 
very happily serving a fine congrega­
tion in Helena, Montana. Sabah is 
situated in a critical part of the world 
acro,s the South China Sea from Viet­
nam and in the spring of 196:i when 
we had to decide, Indonesia was at­
tacking Sabah and Sarawak border 
areas. There were manv reasons for 
not going. 

\\'e were told that a congregation ol 
Chinese Christians urgently needed an 
English-speaking pa.'itor. The secon­
darv education in Sabah is mainlv in 
Eng]i;,h to enable the students' to 
qualify for Commonwealth Univcr­
sitics(Sabah has no Universities). l\Iany 
young people cannot read or write 
Chinese enough to folloi\· the Bib le 
reading and hymns of the Chinese ser­
vice. Their pastor, ministering in 
Chinc.,e, knew that these young people 
would soon be lost to the church and 
as these very students ,vould be the 
coming leaders of this young demo­
cTacy, the loss would be especially 

tragic. Thi, problem sounded very 
familiar to a North American Luther­
an. The readers of the Icelandic Can­
adian know well the language problem 
of a generation ago and the agonies ir 
caused between parents and children, 
especially those concerning confirm­
ation and religiious training. My hus­
band had served in the South Pacific 
with the U.S. Navy in \Vm-ld War II 
days. He had seriously considered go­
ing to Japan after his ordination in 
1902, but a number of factors worked 
against it. Now this opportunity for 
service in Asia had come and when 
we heard that our church had been 
looking for two years for someone to 
answer thi, request, we fe1t we were 
meant to go. 

How do you plan for four years in 
a country that is just a strange sound­
ing name to you? \Ve were told that 
there was a British Curriculum school 
which our children could attend; the 
J esselton congregation that i,sued the 
call would provide housing, and med­
ical facilities were adequate for routine 
health problems. The encyclopedia 
did not even list Sabah. We had to 
look under its old British Colonial 
name of North Borneo. '\i\Te read that 
its size is about the .same as the state of 
l\Iainc and it, population about 500,000 
of which about 70% are native, mean­
ing Bajous, Kadazans (Dussans) and 
l\furuts. The remammg 30% arc 
Chinese, mainly H a k k a farmers 
brought from South China in the late 
l 800's by British plantation owners.
There was a picture, so dear to cncyclo-
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pedias and travel magazines, of a naked 
native with a blow pipe gun. The art­
icle continued about rubber and tim­
ber, mountainous jungles, head hunt­
ers, elephants and monkeys and con­
cluded with some frightening temper­
ature statistics. One of the more recent 
editions added the information that 
the main towns and cities of Sabah 
had been completely demolished dur­
ing World War II. 

·we sent to New York and Washing­
ton for books on this part of the world 
and began an intensive reading of the 
religious, political, cultural and histor­
ical life of these peoples. Ideally, we 
should have attended our School of 
::\fissions in Chicago but the need was 
urgent and the problems of language 
minor, so it was felt that we should go 
immediately. We stored our good furn­
iture and household things with a 
member of our congregation in 
Helena, sold the rest and took only 
bare necessities. 

Five months after our decision, we 
landed at the J esselton airport. Com­
ing in over the tops of palm trees, ·we 
saw a beautiful white sand beach. The 
airport was very modern and efficient. 
,\!embers of the congregation were 
there to ease us through customs and 
the principal of the church school who 
had begun the English ministry in Jes­
selton greeted us with great relief and 
joy. Soon we were speeding along a 
good road and as I observed the city, 
I was truly baffled. l\Iy mental picture, 
of thatch-roofed houses built on stilts 
in the jungle had to melt away in the 
face of reality. There were many­
storied business buildings, a crowded 
harbour, and trucks, motorbikes and 
bicycles rushing down the left hand 
side of ,the road. Eight miles from the 
airport, we came to our home, newh 
completed by the congregation. A con­
crete structure, facing the China Sea, 

it is equipped with miniature stove and 
refrigerator and necessary furniture. J 
was absolutely amazed and said so to 
one of the men of the congregation. 
He answered, "Yes, we can make build­
ings in a hurry. It is the educated lead­
ers that cannot be produced quicklv." 

·with this one sentence he had sum­
med up the main problem of the coun­
try. In the twenty years since the Jap­
anese occupation and Australian liber­
ation left the county in shambles, the 
physical program of the country has 
been astounding. J esselton and San­
dakan, the two main cities of Sabah. 
are both about 25,000 in population 
and have every modern convenience. 
However, when you go even a half 
mile off the main road, you will find 
conditions as primiuive as any picture 
in the National Geographic. Here you 
find the stilt attap houses built over 
the tidal flats, the naked children and 
the shy women wearing the same black 
and gold dress of generations ago. 
Travelling up river into deep jungle 
country you find men with pierced ear­
lobes stretched to the shoulder bv 
heavy earrings, and the women tatooed 
in age-old patterns. Even in these re­
mote places, however, one often finds 
a modest new school and small sign, 
that new farming methods are bein2; 
tried. 

The church which my husband 
serves is an indigenous Christian 
Group. ,\fany of the Hakka Chinese 
who immigrated to Sabah in the l880's 
were already Christians, having been 
converted by missionaries from the 
Basle ,\Jissionary Society (Switzerland). 
Upon their arrival, these ne,v Chri�­
tians formed congregations, built 
churches and soon had a network of 
parochial schools in the coastal settle­
ments. They flourished until ·world 
\Var II, when most of their churche, 
and schools were burned and many of 
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their teachers and pastors tortured and 
killed. The people themselves were 
largely destitute and were forced to 
seek outside help. They appealed to 
The Lutheran ·world Federation for 
funds to assist in re-building their fac­
ilities and for personnel to assist in 
operating their schools. The Lutheran 
\\'orld Federation assigned this field 
of work to the Lutherans in America 
and since then there has heen a part­
nership between the churches. 

,\Jy husband's work is the traditional 
one of preaching, coumelling, Bible 
studies, youth meetings and devotional 
meetings in the homes of different 
members. In addition, he teaches ten 
Bible classes each week in the schools. 
FYen the government schools give time 
for Bible classes because religious 
knowledge is one of the subjects tested 
in the examinations ,d1ich qualify stu­
dents for overseas study. Trained 
clergymen are in great demand for 
these classes and the opportunity is 
exciting. Universitv trained teachers 

DR. and MRS. S. E. BJORNSON 

HONORED ON THEIR GOLDEN 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

Dr. and ,\Irs. Sveinn E. Bjornson, 
formerly of Arborg, l\Lanitoba and 
\\'innipeg, and now residents of \Vhite 
Rock. B11itish Columbia, celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary on 
.\ugu;;t 7th, 1966. 

.\ reception in their honor waii held 
at Harstone ,\femorial Church. m 
\\'innipeg, on their anniversary date 
bv their son and daughter-in-law, Dr. 
and ;\frs. S. Bjornson, of \Vilmington, 
Delaware, and their son-in-law and 
daughter, Mr. and ,\frs. Verne Bene-

are also critically needed, so soon after 
our arrival, I began teaching English, 
literature, and music in our church 
school. The students are so eager and 
anxious to do well that it is a thrill 
to teach them. They have a charming 
lack of sophistication and much buoy­
ant good spirit. Education is a precious 
privilege here and as yet only a relative­
ly small percentage of school age chil­
dren are actually in school. Canada 
sends teachers to the Government 
schools under the Colombo Plan and 
the American Peace Corps and the Bri­
tish Volunteer Service Overseas also 
help to ease the desperate shortage. 

This experience is a great blessinr..>: 
to our whole family. It is thrilling to 
to be doing God's work in such a cn1-
cial part of the world. The country is 
eager to become strong and vital. The 
problems are great but if Sabah's lead­
ers can continue to give privileges to 
the country's real needs, the future i., 
indeed hopeful. 

dictson, of Comax, B.C. Present were 
upwardii of 200 guests, from Gimli, Ar­
borg and Riverton, and other parts. 

Dr. Bjornson is a well-known poet 
and community-man, and was awarded 
the Order of the Falcon in I 955. A 
keen chess player, he was Canadian 
Correspondence Ches,<; Champion in 
l �H5. l\Irs. Bjornson has also been a
prominent community worker, having
been President of the \\Tomen's Al­
liance of the United Conference of
liberal Icelandic Churches for twenty­
fi ye year.s and prominent in the foun­
dation of the Hnausa Fresh Air Camp.

-W.K.
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JAMES H. PAGE 

James H. Page is well known to the 
fishermen on the lakes of l\fanitoba, 
being one of the most important fish 
producers in this province. He was 
born in \,Vinnipeg but moved as a 
young man to Hnausa, Manitoba, 
where he became a fisherman and later 
a dealer in fish and cattle. In the year 
1938 he joined ,with the late :.\Ir. S. 
E. Sigurdson of \Vinnipeg and the late
:\fr. Charles Greenberg of Gimli in
forn1ing the Canadian Fish Producers
Limited and has since then sened
with that company, most of the time
as its president. During these years, the
operations of the company have stead­
ily expanded and today its exports of
fish amount to over three million dol­
lars.

:\Ir. Page married Sigridur �onlal: 
they have three daughters and four 
sons and 21 grandchildren. Three of 
the sons are engaged in the fish pro­
ducing business. This fine family 1s

l\fr. Page's pride and joy. 

Overseas Markets 

In recent years l\fr. Page became 
very interested in finding new markets 
for :.\Ianitoba fish so as not to 1 

together dependent on the U.S. mar­
kets. In September, I 9M he accepted 
an invitation along ·with many other 
Canadian food producers to attend the 
British Food Fair held in London, 
England. At the Fair he and :\[r. Peter 
Lazarenko of Northland Fisheries 
Limited displayed samples of frozen 
and packaged ;\fanitoba fish and the 
Selkirk \Vhitefish-renamed Silverfin 
-which attracted particular attention.

James (Jimmy) H. Page 

;\fr. Page also interviewed importers in 
London and in Paris and found that 
the future looked prornisin� for over­
seas markets. 

On their return, l\Ir. Page and :\ r r. 
Lazarenko formed a company in Nov­
ember, I 9G4 to export fish to Europe­
Canadian Northland Foods Limited­
and appointed l\fr. George Phillips as 
president and sales manager. 

This new company has been exceed­
ingly successful. In March this year 
the Hon. Gurney Evans, Minister of 
Industry and Commerce presented 
Northland Foods Ltd. and it's pres­
ident with an export award, a plaque 
and a desk set, on behalf of his govern­
ment, for work well done. Following 
are the remarks made by the Hon. 
Gurney E'.ans at that time: 

Canadian Northland Foods Ltd. 

This company was formed by two 
l\fanitoba fish processors, namely, Mr. 
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J. H. Page of Canadian Fish Producers 
Ltd. and i\Ir. P. i\f. Lazarenko of 
Northland Fisheries Ltd., for the sole 
purpose of exporting Manitoba fresh­
water fish to Europe. Although it has 
been in operation for only a year, its 
carefully organized sales campaign and 
impressive results make it well worthy 
of an export award. 

.\s the first stage in their export 
sales campaign, Canadian Northlan:! 
Foods concentrated on distributing a 
sales brochure. ,illustrating :\fanitoha\ 
freshwater fish, to fish importer, 
throughout all of \\'es tern Europe. 
Great interest resulted with many let­
ter., ol enquiry. The President of C;in­
adian Northland. \fr. George Phillip, 
then made a sales trip to Europe. He 
cm·erecl nine countrie., in fiYe ,l'ce1

· ,

and made sales presentations to !i'.2 dif­
ferent irn porters. 

Svend Bergendahl 

Since :\Ir. Phillips' return, an a,erage 
of two shipments per week of l 0,00() 
pounds each of northern pike and 
whitefish have gone fon\'anl from 
:\fanitoba to 21 active customers in 
France, \Vest Germany, Belgium. Den­
mark, Sweden and Finland. The com­
pany's export sales in 196G are nmning 
33 percent ahead of last year and 
should reach close to a million pounds. 

The fact that :\fanitoba Jre,h·,·ater 
fish is now being sened in restaurant,, 
in France, is used to make fish products 
in Finland and is distributed to house­
Kines through a chain of food .,tores in 
Cenrn1m·-is a tribute to the ,·xport 
,ales cllorts or Canadian :\'orthland 
Food,. 

\\'e congratulaLe \Ir. Phillip, and 
Canadian :\'orth!and F(ior.h on line 
export accomplishment and "·i,h them 
e,·e:1 greater export ,tHTess in the 
rut ure. 

ETHNIC SALES REPRESENT­

ATIVE FOR AIR CANADA 

The appointment of Svend Bergen­
dahl as Ethnic Sales Rcpr,:sentative for 
Air Canada in \Vinnipeg has been an­
nounced by J. S. Grahame, Di;;trict 
Sales l\fanager. \fr. Bergendahl is a 
veteran of the travel industry having 
operated a travel agency for a number 
of years in Denmark and prior to join­
ing Air Canada in 1962 was 'With the 
CNR for six years in Copenhagen. He 
was born and educated in Copenhagen 
and was a Sales Representative for the 
airline cm·ering Sweden, Norway, Den­
mark and Finland. He is a member of 
the Ska! Club. 

*
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AL T AINING 
FOR 

EVELOPMENT 

ITOBA 

PRE .. EMPLOYMENT COURSES 
MANITOBA VOCATIONAL 

CENTRE 

(Brandon) 

Appliance Repair & Motor Rewinding 
Automotive Implement Parts Man 
Automotive Mechanical Repair 
Auto Body Repair 
Arc Welding 
Agricultural Sales 
Basic Training for Skill Development 
Barbering 
Carpentry 
Clerical, Bookkeeping, Office Machine 
Clerk-Typist 
Commercial Art 
Construction Electricity 
Electrical Technology 
Farm Equipment and Mechanics 
Gas '\<Velding 
General Drafting 
General Woodworking 
Hairdressing and �-.f,ulture 

Heavy Duty Mechanics 

Plumbing 

Radio & Electronic Servicing 

Sheet Metal 

Stenography 

Television Servicing 

Welfare Services Technology 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

I. Bursaries and Loans arc available for ncech
and qualilicd students, Information aboti't 
these may be secured from Mc,\, E, Grav, 
SLUdcut ,\id Office, Room Hi, Legislative 
Building, Winnipeg 1.

2, · I raining and Subsistence ,\llowances for 
unemployed persons, authorized under the 
Federal-Provincial Training Agreement, arc 
available for eligible applicants, Inform­
ation about these may be secured from 
local officers o[ the National Employment 
Service. 

3, Inlormaticm about financial aid to perm­
anently physically handicapped persons 
may be obtained from the Provincial Co­
Ordinator of Rehabilitation, 615 Norquay 
Building, Winnipeg l, Manitoba, 

MANITOBA INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 

(Winnipeg) 

1\rc 'Welding 
Auto Body Repair 
Bricklaying 
Business Administration 
Carpentry 
Chemical Technology 
Civil Technology 
Commercial Cooking 
Electrical Construction 
Factory 'Woodworking 
Hairdressing 
Library Assistant 
Machine Shop 
Mechanical Technology 
Medical Lab. Technician 
Operating Engineer 
Plastering 
J>iumbing
Refrigeration 
Secretarial Science 
Sheet Metal 
Steamfitting 
Sales Management 
Vocational Industrial 
X-Ray Technology

* Many other Trade and Technology
Courses.

APPLICATIONS 

Advance applications for enrollment at the 
Manitoba Vocational Centre (Brandon), the 
Northern Vocational Centre (The Pas), and 
the Manitoba Institute of Technology (Win­
nipeg), arc now being accepted, Applications 
and a Synopsis of Courses are available from 
the Principal of each schooL All questions 
on the Application f'orm should be answer­
ed in full, and a transcript of the applicant's 
last school marks or a certifying letter from 
his school principal should be attached to 
the application form. 

NORTHERN MANITOBA VOCA­

TIONAL CENTRE 

* Automotive
Arc Welding

(The Pas) 

Basic Training for Skill Development
*Carpentry
Clerical, Bookkeeping, Off. Machines

Clerk Typist
Commercial Cooking 
Domestic Science & Home Manage­

ment 
*Electrician Industrial
General Drafting
General Electricity
Gas Welding
Hairdressing

*Heavy Duty Operators
Institutional Housekeeper

* Mechanic (Industrial)
Mining

*�g
Radio & Basic Electronic Servicing

*Sheet Metal
Stenography
TV Repair
Waiter Waitress Training

*Woodwork

These Pre-Employment Courses lead
to apprenticeships in designated trades

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Parent and students who want more inform­
ation about courses, costs, admission standards, 
etc., should write to: 

BRANDON 

R. A. Jones, Principal, 
Manitoba Vocational Centre, 

BRANDON, Manitoba 

THE PAS 

S. P. Didcote, Principal, 
Northern Manitoba Vocational Centre, 

THE PAS, Manitoba 

WINNIPEG 

A. R. Low, Superintendent, 
Manitoba Institute of Technology, 

2055 Notre Dame Ave. 
WINNIPEG 23, Manitoba 

All Training Programs at the Manitoba Vocational Centre (Brandon;) the Northern Manitoba Vocational Centre (The Pas;) and 
the Manitoba Institute of Technology CWinnipeg,) arc sponsored jointly by the Government of Canada and the Government of 
Manitoba. 

B. SCOTT BATEMAN, B.A. 
Deputy Minister of Education 

Hon GEORGE JOHNSON, M,D. 
Minister of Education 

R. W. DALTON, B.A., B.Ed, 
Assistant Deputy Minister 

E. B. ANGOOD, B.Sc., Eng. Sc. 
Director, Provincial Vocational Schools 



34 THE ICELANDIC CANADL\,'-,' Autumn 1966 

THE THORVALDSON BUILDING 

University of Saskatchewan 

Close-up of entrance to the Thonaldson Building 

The Icelandic Canadian is glad to 

be able, at this somewhat late date, to 

publish photographs of the Thorvald­

son Building, University of Saskat­

chewan. One is an aerial photograph 

showing the Thorvaldson Building on 

the left and the other, taken at ground 

level, shows the dignified en trance. 

The Icelandic Canadian greatly re­

grets that in the article in the last issue 

on the official opening of the building 

the name of the immediate past Lieut­

enant-Governor, Hon. F. L. Bastedo, 

was inserted instead of the name of the 

pre.sent Lieutenant-Governor, ,the Hon. 

Robert L. Hanbige. He ·was present at 

the ceremony and occupied the seat 

reserved for the Lieutenant-Governor. 

,\!so present was Hon. E. l\I. Culliton, 

Chief Justice of Saskatchewan. 

-W. J. Lindal
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Aerial view of the campus with Thorvaldson Bnilding 111 the left foreground 

Sigurdur G. Wopnford 
a member of the Manitoba Boundaries Commission 

A :\[anitoba Boundaries Commission 
of fourteen membern has been appoint­
ed by the l\fanitoba Government for the 
comprehensive task of studying school 
boundaries, vocational school regions, 
Metro \Vinnipeg's municipal boundar­
ies, and the re-evaluation of municipal 
boundaries throughout the Province. 
This will involve the entire patchwork 
of local boundaries in the Province and 
public hearings will be held throughout 
l\Janitoba. 

Commission chairman is Robert G. 
Smellie, former minister of Municipal 
Affairs in the l\[anitoba Government. 
Other rncrnlicrs include R. H. G. 
Bonnycasllc, former chairman of the 
Metro Corporation, Dr. "T· C. Lock-

hart, Principal of United College. and 
\Vinni peg alderman Ernest J. Enns, and 
Sigurdur G. \Vopnford, reeve of Bifrost 
municipality, ,\\·hose home is in Arborg, 
l\fanitoba. 

The commis.,ion has agreed to g·ive 
requests for consolidation of school 
districts-especially in the Interlake 
area with its rnanv one-school di.,tricts­
immediatc priority. l\Ir. \Yopnford's 
knowledge of the Interlake district will 
be called into use there. He has been 
reeve of Bifrost municipality s·ince 19·19, 
and councillor for twenty-two years. 
and has experience a., a school trustee. 

'dr. Srnellie has dcscrihecl the ap­
pro:tch to\\'ard local ,to\'ernrnent 
changes as unique in Canada. '\V.K. 
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SIOUX A WARD HONORS 

In the fall of 1964 the University of 
North Dakota named six alumni for 
Sioux Award Honor.s. Of the six men 
listed for outstanding achievements 
two were sons of Icelandic pioneers in 
North Dakota, Dr. 0. W. Johnson of 
Rugby, N. Dak. and B. Fredrick David­
son of '.\1inneapolis, :\1inn. 

* 

DR. 0. W. JOHNSON 

Dr. 0. "\V. Johnson, brother of '.\Irs. 
V. J. Eylands of \Vinnipeg, is the son
of the late Gudbjartur and Gudrun
Johnson, who homesteaded m the
:\fouse River settlement near Upham,
N. Dak. Their home has been noted
for erudition ancl willingness to sweat
and sacrifice to achieve learning. After
ha\'ing enrolled as lrcshman at the
Universitv of North Dakota. Olafur
Johnson had spent all his money, hut
undaunted by such handicap. he wash
ed dishes at a restaurant to earn hi,
dinner. and appliecl to he an assistant
to an undertaker at emhalminP a boch
at night to earn his breakfast.,.., He ,\·a·,
somewhat aided financiallv hv his old­
er brother, the late Nels ·G. ·.Johnson.
,d10 at the time ,ras teaching school.
but Liter became .\,sociate Justice o'.
The Supreme Court, 1\·ith headquar­
ters at Bismarck, N. Dak.

Dr. 0. \V. Johnson recci\'(·d his IL\. 
degree from the Universitv of North 
Dakota in 1927. Present!\·. he 1\·ith hi, 
brother Kristjan, operat�· the statc-re­
nmrnecl .Johnson Clinic at Rugby, I\:. 
Dak .. \side from his duties as physician. 
he is active in l O medical associations. 

Dr. 0. W. Johnson

He is pa,t president of the North Da­
kota ]\f edical Association, a past mem­
ber or the Board of State Medical Ex­
aminers, past director or the 1\Icntal 
Health Association for North Dakota, 
and is a meml)('r of the board of direc­
tors of the .\:nnh Dakota State Heart 
.\s,ociation, a member of the board of 
directors of the National American 
Cancer Society and prc;iclent of the 
.'\orth Dakota Di,ision of the A.mer­
ican Cancer Societv. From 1961-196'.� 
he sen-eel as vice-pr�sidcnt or the Vni­
n:rsitY .\lumni .\ssociation. 

R;1cliating chee 1• and good will Dr. 
0. \\. _Johnso:1 im;Jires the confidence
o! l1is nnn, p:itie·,t,, 11·ho adore him.

* 

UJA.Ri'.l FREDRICK DAVIDSON 

The other recipient of the Sioux 
,\ward Honors is B. Fred DaYidson of 
\finncapolis, Minn .. a native of the 
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Gardar community, N. Dak., his par­
ents being the late '.\fagnus and Sigur­
bjorg Davidson. His paternal grand­
parents, David and Thordis Johnson 
came from Gimli to North Dakota and 
homesteaded in the Gardar area as did 
his maternal grandparents, Bjarni and 
Gudbjorg Jonasson, who also were 
grandparents of Dr. S. Alfred Hanson, 
listed in this article. 

B. Fred Davidson received his high
school diploma from the l\fodel High 
School, affiliated with the University 
of North Dakota. He gained his B.A. 
degree in Commerce from the Univer­
sity of N. Dak. in 192'7. During his 
college years he was among the bays 
who worked in the kitchen and dining 
room, and during vacations .sought any 
availa:ble work, and still graduated 
with honors. 

Soon after his graduation Fred be­
came affiliated with the Gamble-Skog­
mo Inc. in Minneapolis, and has ever 
since rendered the company faithful 
service, so that his duties and respons­
ibilities have steadily increased. At 
present he is serving in a corporate ad­
ministrator capacity. 

He i, vice-president, treasurer and 
director of Founders Inc.; assistant sec­
retary and direotor of Macleod's Lim­
ited, a Gamble-Skogmo subsidiary; a 
director of Cussins and Fearn Co. Inc., 
director of Marshall \Velis of Canada: 
Steadman Bros. Ltd. He also serves on 
the board of a number of other Gamble 
affiliated companies; is a trustee of 
the B.C. Gamble Foundation; secretary, 
treasurer and a member of the board 
of trustees for the P. "'\V. Foundation, 
and is a director of the Third North­
western National Bank of :\linneapo­
lis. 

Bjarni Fredrick Davidson 

Such ha.5 been the career of a man 
who came from an unproductive farm 
in North Dakota. In his early years 
he suffered various afflictions. His 
mother died when he was only five 
years old. His older brother Sig David­
son perished in the Spanish flu that 
struck Camp Grant at the beginning 
of "'\Vorld \Var I. "'\Vhen he was still a 
youth, his kind stepmother, Gudrun 
Reykjalin Davidson passed away. 

But the clouds turned into sunshine. 
Fred married the lovely Lillian Reyn­
olds of Hope, N. Dak. who has ever 
been his aid and inspiration. They 
have two children, a son, Ronald, and 
a daughter, Lou Ann, and six grand­
children, all in :\Iinneapolis. Also 
constituting Fred's family are two bro­
thers, David, merchant in Cavalier. 
and John, who keeps up their parental 
home, with his sister Kristine. Other 
sisters arc Anna (:\Irs. Magnus As­
mundson) of Milton and Thordis (:\Irs. 
Ingvald Matthiasson) of Cannon Ball. 
N. Dak.

-Lauga Geir
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Ben Sivertz Commissioner for North­

west Territories Retires 

A short time ago Ben Sivertz, Com­
missioner for the ::--:orthwest Ter­
ri torie" in Ottawa, indica tee! that he 
was retiring this year. His name came 
up in the House of Commons on Fri­
dav, \Iav 13, this vear, and a number 
of' verv , comJ)lime�tarv remarks il·e1T , , 
made about him. 

lion. Arthur Laing, \finister ol 
Northern AJfairs and Natural Re­
sources, said in part: 

"\ Ve are all concerned and sadden­
ed hv the fact that it has been intimat­
ed t;i us that the Commissioner of the 
N ort ]11\'e,t Terri t orie, i n t e n cl s tu 
leave the senicc some tirne in 19fi(i. 
I w;rnt to ,av th:it ! have not meL any 
person il'hose sense of humanitarianism 
as applied to people i.s greater tha 11 

that of \fr. Ben Sivertz. This qua•Iitv 
of understanding and compassion, if 
vou like, has been tremendously henc­
J'icial because of the nature of his task 
in the territories and the people with 
whom he has to deal." 

Hon. \V. G. Dinsdale, \femher for 
Er:mdon-Souri., in \fanitoh;i, in part 
said: 

"I rise to endor,e il·hat the \finister 
has said 11·ith respect to Commi.,,ioner 
Sivertz. I agree that he has made an 
outstanding contribution to the north 
during his term of office. 

"I believe the reason for his succcs., 
stems from his hackgTrrnnd. \fr. Sivert/ 
is an Icelander ... I belin e his warm­
hearted accepta,nce by the re,idcnts oi 
the Northwest Territorie, arise, frotn 
the fact that he ha, been able Lo com• 

nrnnicate with them. He has been re· 
garclecl as one of their mvn kind." 

Ben Sivertz, full name Bent Gestur. 
is the wn of '\Ir. Christian and Elin­
borg (nee Samuelson) both deceased. 
who settled in Victoria, B.C .. in 1901. 
Ben was horn in 190:"i. The following 
is the: gist of part of an article on thl' 
Sivertz [amilv, bv Hallclor J. Stefans 
,on, which ,q;pca;ed in the S�nmner '4fl 
number of this magazine. 

", \fter finishing his senior matric­
ulation at home Bent set out to see 
1 he world, at first on a bicycle. sleep­
ing the first two nig·htss in the ,mods. 
Later he went down to the sea. For ten 
vears he sailed, crmsing the Pacific 
to Asia and Australia half a dozen 
times, and steaming up and down LIH' 
coast from Chile to Portland Channel. 
He learned what there was to learn 
about seamanship and picked up hi, 
\fate\ ;md \[aster's papers enroute. In 
between he managed to finish three 
vears at Universitv. take Normal train­
ing, and serve on· the staff of the Van­
comer School Board. Being a member 
or the :\'aval Volunteer Reserve, he 
interrupted his last year at the Uni­
ver'i-ity, when callee! on dutv by the 
R.C.:N. in 1939."

In 191fi Ben Siverl/ joined the
Department of External ,\Hairs and 
became d1ief of the Canadian Consular 
Sel'\'ice. He has for some vears been 
Cornmi.,sio11er of the Northwest Tcr­
ritoric,. 

-W.J.L
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MISS MANITOBA-Joanne Holm 

by Shirley Una Bjarnason

The winner of the \fiss :\Ianitob;i 
contest this year is Joanne Holm, 
daughter of Doctor and \frs .\rnol�l 
Holm of \Vinnipeg. Doctor Holm 1., 
the son of \Ir. and l\Irs. S. D. Holm 
of Lundar, \Ianitoba. 

T1l'che finalist, competed in the 
contest. On the Sunday prior to the 
crowning the girls were invited to a 
s,vimming party where they were seen 
bv a committee of five judges. Joanne 
i\:as not present at this function as she 
was in Indiana attending her sororitY 
convention. \fondav, the contestants 
were taken out for ciinner to the Inter­
naticn;:l Inn. Tuesclav 11·as talent night. 
Joanne sang "Don't ·Take Your Lov(' 
·From \fe," a song bv Henry :Nemo.
Joanne su.,pects that talent counted
·ror a fairlv large number of points.
\Vedncsdav' was �pent at the races. The 
girls enj<;yed themselves immensely 
there as thev were encouraged to bet 
on the hors�s. Joanne il'as given the 
honour of presenting to the winning 
horse the l\Iiss :\fanitoba Cup. The 
dress rehearsal for the pageant w;,. 
held on the Thursday night. Friday 
was the big night: the night on which 
the surprised and radiant Miss Holm 
was crowned Miss '\fanitoha of 1%6. 

The points ,rere divided according 
to talent. poise, beauty, manners and 
education. Joanne feels that education 
played a greater part in deciding the 
winner than was actually thought, as 
\fiss \fanitoba reigm a.s an ambassador 
of \Ianitoba. 

Joanne's prizes were many. She re­
ceived a Merle Norman cosmetic kit, 
two suits. two coats, spoYt.,1\·ear, a hat. 

Joanne Holm 

an e,·ening gown, a hair dryer. luggage, 
a wiglet and a course at the .\cademy 
of \fodelling and Self Improvement. 

.\s \fiss \Ianitoba .J<>anne has pre­
sented the trophies to the winning 
entries at the .\grirnltural Show. She 
was a guc�t at the Aquatennial in \fin­
neapolis. She attended the Altona Par­
ade and Sunfl<m-er Festival. .Joanne 
11·as a g-uest of the Selkirk Fair and 
Regatta and she crowned the queen 
at the High :\'eighboiir,· Festi\'al in 
Tran,cona. 

The coming year ,1·ill be a busy one 
Jor Joanne. She will be taking her 
third vear Horne Economics as a full­
time ;tudent this fall. Her university 
education will demand a large portion 
of her time a.s will her duties as :\fiss 
\Ianitoba. The Miss Canada Pageant 
,rill be a wonderful experience for 
her: one that she will always remember. 
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Volcano With A Heart (continued from page 20) 

family was reasonably prosperous and 
Halldora sent them a bill, which the) 
ignored. She sent several statements 
without response, then gave up. Twen­
tv vears later the farmer called her on 
th� telephone. The boy was joining 
the army and, his birth never havinQ 
been registered, he needed the doctor·s 
.,ignature in order to procure a birth 
certificate. 

"'Vhen you pay the bill of twenty 
years standing," Halldora told him 
"Sigurdur will sign the paper." 

She never heard from the man again 
and wisely refrained from telling her 
husband ,what she had done. 

Sigunlur and my father were at op 
posite poles politically and crossfire 
between them often became venomous. 
I can conjure a weird picture of myself, 
as a toddler, hiding in tePror behind 
my mother's skirts 1\·hile the two men 
I was destined to love the most spat 
fire and brimstone at one another in 
the heat of a political argument. 

In 1926 Arthur l\leighen visited 
Lundar on a political campaign. Dad 
admired the Conservative leader, sup­
ported him, campaigned for him and 
named his youngest son after him. Sig­
urdur, on the other hand, considered 
him the personification of autocratic 
arrogance. 

In the course of his address, l\Ieighen 
said, "I am told that there is a man 
in the community who has gone abroad 
�peaking in a foreign tongue and call­
ing me a thief and a murderer." 

Sigurdur, sitting in the audience, 
sprang to his feet. "Name the man!' 
he demanded. 

"I understand you are the man. Is 
that right?" 

"I have never said in so many words 
that you are a thief and a murderer, 

but I have told people much of the 
truth a:bout you. I have said that you 
are the most disgraceful prime minister 
Canada ever had. I have said that you 
were responsible for the "\Vartime 
Election Act, the Conscription Act and 
the Deportation Act; that you are hos­
tile to the Hudson Bay Railroad; that 
you want to kill the Crow's Nest Pass: 
that it was your fault the old age as­
sistance law was killed; that you hold a 
shield of defence over embezzlers with­
in the government that you dishonor; 
and that you are the worst and most 
dangerous perpetrator of violence that 
ever lived in Canada!" 

The Lundar Trading Store, presided 
over by my father and his partner, was 
Lundar's chess headquarters, and 
suspect that the game often took 
precedence over busine,s. Dad was en­
gaged in a game one day when a 
cl r u n k e n  half-breed entered and 
proceed to make a nuisance of him­
self. Dael found it impossible to con­
centrate under this distracting pres­
ence. so he grabbed the half-breed and 
sent him sailing out the door, assisted 
on his way by a well-aimed kick. 

Sigurdur rounded the corner just 
as the half-breed landed in a heap on 
the sidewalk. Like Dad, Sigurdur hatecl 
drunkenness, but he considered drunk­
ards as victims of a disease, while Dael 
regarded them as contemptible weak­
lings whose condition was self-imposed 
and therefore deserved no sympathy. 
Sigunlur walked into the .5tore and 
proceeded to give Dad a tongue-lashing 
that reverberated across the entire vil­
lage. A witness has told me that he 
marvelled at Dad's taking it in silence. 
but there was nothing else he could 
do. He had too much ,respect for Sig­
urdur to throw him out and that would 
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have been the only way to silence him. 
But when Sigurdur was needed, 

quarrels were forgotten and he came. 
"\Vhen my grandfather fell ill, Sigurdur 
was at the station, ready to board the 
train for Winnipeg. The message came 
that he was wanted and he went ir· 
mediately to my father's house. He sat 
over the old man all night, and in the 
morning he saw him die. 

There have been better medical 
technicians than Sigurdur, but what 
his brain couldn't do, his heart ac­
complished. His presence inspired hi, 
patients with confidence. He was so 
kind, so good, so understanding. He 
filled them with the spirit to fight off 
sickness. Sigurdur needn't have died 
to get to heaven. He carried it within 
his heart. 

IV. 

Sigurdur always had a profound 
interest in young people, and if thev 
happened to have a bent towards liter­
ature, his interest was just that much 
greater. It was in this way that I be­
c;1me his literary godson. 

He gave me one motto: "Never be a 
journalistic coward or a literary 
prostitute. Speak your convictions, be 
they popular or otherwise. Your pen 
,nrn't change the 'World, but you can 
have a fine time trying." 

During the final years of his life. 
Sigurdur saw everything that came 
from my pen almost as soon as it was 
written. vVhen he found flaws in my 
style they were speedily removed, hut 
never did he attempt to edit content. 

The second issue of my magazine. 
\'agabond, contained the most contro­
versial article I had ,-written up to that 
time. a satire on the genealogical re­
cord, so dear to Icelandic hearts. I was 
certain of castigation when I took it 
to Sigurdur, and his face as he read it 
was a study of conflicting emotions. 

He would read a passage, flame flash­
ing from his eyes, and I would brace 
myself for the charge. Then he would 
mutter, almost to himself, "En pa<J er 
alveg satt, samt," and go on reading. 

When he was finished, he said, "It 
will never be popular; you've butcher­
ed too manv sacred cows for that. But 
is it wha:t y�u believe?" 

"Yes." 

"Then print it." 
In his last years, Sigurdur suffered 

frequently from recurrent illnesses, 
and I had to await permission from his 
wife before I could visit him. One Wed­
nesdav noon, a Logberg publication 
day, I was told that Sigurdur wanted 
to see me after work. \\Then I got there. 
I found him in bed, his face sallow and 
drawn, his voice coming in hoarse 
whispers. I was sure I would never see 
him alive again. 

"Komstu mec5 Logberg?" he asked. 
I nodded assent. 
·'Lestu lno fyrir mig.''
I started to read, hesitating over the

unfamiliar Icelandic. As I went on, I 
gained confidence and Sigurdur seem­
to understand. I could have read 
Chinese if he had wished it. 

\\Then I came the following day Sig­
urclur was shaved, rosy and had just 
returned from a drive. He wasn't ready 
to die yet. 

Sigurclur translated two of my verses 
into Icelandic. In one instance he im­
proved the effort so much that I tram­
lated the translation hack into Eng­
lish and threw away the original. 

In the last vear of his life, he set 
me a task. "R�ad Icelandic," he said. 
"Never mind though it is difficult at 
fir.�t; keep on reading and understand­
ing will come. Then translate the sagas 
and give them to the children." 
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I couldn't say no, but I dared not 

say yes. "I wish you were fifty 

yearn younger," I told him. "Then you 

could help me." 

"Perhaps I will." 

It was a long time before I thought 

again of Sigurdur's request. I was im­

mersed in the publication of a book 

and thought little of anything else. 

But the day came when the last lines 

from the last page of type had been 

washed, removed from the form and 

returned to their case. The press stood 

silent and idle. The pages were folded. 

gathered and lay now on the book­

binder's workbench awamng hi:; 

needle and thread. Autobiography of 

a Damned Fool was finished, and I 

was without an occupation. The long 

months of printing had left their mark 

and the very thought of standing at a 

press revolted me. I wouldn't look at 

a piece of type again until I had had 

a good, long rest. The making of book.,; 

is a nerve-wracking occupation, the 

reading of them a soothing one, and 

I had a thousand volumes in my 

library just waiting for the moment 

when I should sit still long enough to 

enjoy their companionship. 

I thought of Sigurdur and other old 

men who had inspired me with their 

wisdom, encouraged me wi,th their 

words, and enriched me with their 

friendship. And I thought of bridging 

the gap that lay between us. The same 

blood flowed in our veins, the same 

emotions stirred our hearts, but the 

same language didn't always flow from 

our lips. They had thrilled to the cla,h 

of Grettir's sword, had been haunted 

by folk tales of hobgoblins and 

ghosts, had laughed at the drollery of 

K. N. Julius, had had their hearts 

touched by Sigur<lur Julius Johanne,­

son-and they couldn't share the 

experience with their children, for they 

had emigrated to a new land and these 

things belonged to the old. "\Vith more 

gall than ability. l took Grettissaga in 

one hand and an Icelandic-English 

dictionary in the other and started in 

on the task Sigurdur had assigned to 

me. 

But it was to another elderly friend, 

Oli Hallson of Eriksdale, that the lot 

fell of offering editorial assistance. On 

the eve of 1\fay 12, 1956, I was at Oli's 

house. That night I dreamed of Sigur­

dur-just a fleeting glance-and he said 

to me in Icelandic: "Arthur, I feel so 

much be�ter now." 

1 knew then that Sigurdur was dead, 

and in the morning I returned to Win­

nipeg to find tche premonition verified. 

I phoned Halldora on my arrival 

and she asked me to be a pallbearer 

at the funeral. "I love you," she said, 

"for in so many ways you are like Sig­

urdur." 

"They will all be young men,'' Hall­

dora continued. "Sigurdur was a child 

at heart." 

Therein lay his greatness. 
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You had so many traits, both strong and clear, 

That could so well improve this earthly sphere. 

There never was a problem of mankind 

To which you wouldn't turn your soul and mind. 

And while the blood ran briskly tchrough your vems 

"\Ve had no equal for your heart and brains. 

And out of Iceland, wa.5 there not more need 

And wider field for charitable deed? 

The very loss your native land sustained 

Her children who had crossed the ocean gained. 

So far from home, on unfamiliar shores, 

They needed .mch a sacrifice as yours. 

The treasures which the rest of us pursue 

With ,brawn and brain had little worth to you. 

To heal the sick, that aiways was your aim. 

You had no time mere ,vorldy wealth to claim. 

And though the poor la,cked all ac<:outrement 

You served them still, and never charged a cent. 

You termed yourself an infidel, and yet 

A truer Christian few have ever met. 

The ,path of the Samaritan you trod 

Without recourse to any "hand of God." 

And as you freely gave your all to each 

You practised what the churches only preach. 

The road was steep and rough, ,the years were long. 

Your frame was fragile, but your will was strong. 

And when, ait last, you tottered from the track, 

You were ,the victor, for you could look ,back 

On having lived for almost ninety years 

And been the one to dry so many tears. 

43 



44 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Autumn 1966 

Oenten n ial Report 

Canadian Icelandic Centennial Committee 

Readers are referred to the news 
item in the last number of this mag­
azine entitled "To Establish a Leifur 
Eiriksson 
Fund." 

Commemoration T r u s t

As indicated in that news item :i 
meeting was held in the ·winnipeg 
Clinic, June 30, last. At that meeting 
it was decided that each of the Ice­
landic organizations in ·winnipeg be 
asked to approve in principle the est­
ablishment of the Trust Fund and to 
appoint two from their respective 
organizations to be members of a perm­
anent committee to carry out the pur­
poses of the Fund and report back at 
a meeting to be held on July 21, in 
the -Winnipeg Clinic. 

At that meeting reports came back 
and the representation on the general 
committee ,ms completed as follows: 

The Icelandic National League -
Rev. P. M. Petursson 
J. F. Kristjansson 

The Icelandic Canadian Club -
Lei£ur J. Hallgrimson. 
John J. Amason. 

The Icelandic Day Celebration Com.­

Eric Stefansson, l\'1.P. 
S. Alex Thorarinson.

Canada-Iceland Foundation 

Hon. W. J. Lindal, Q.C.
Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson 

North American Publishing Co. Ltd. 
(publishsers of Logberg-Heirnskringla) 

Dr. L. A. Sigurdson 
K. ,v. Johannson.

The Icelandic Canadian -
Wilhelm Kristjanson 
l\Iiss l\Iattie Halldorson 

The Jon Sigurdson Chapter, I.O.D.E.­

;\Irs. H. F. Danielson 
l\Iiss Ena Anderson 

Consul General -
G. L. Johannson.

Chair in Icelandic -
Prof. Haraldur Bes.sason. 

The Committee, as above con.stituted, 
held a meeting, again in the vVinnipe1s 
Clinic, on August 4, to elect a central 
working committee and its officers. 

i\t the meeting the follmving were 
elected as the Central ,vorking Com­
mittee and Officers: 
Chairman, Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson. 
I st ViceChairman, Prof. HaraMur 

Bessason 
2nd Vice-Chairman, Consul General G. 

L. Johannson
Treasurer, John L. Arnason 
Secretary, S. Aleck Thorarinson 
.\ssistant Secretary, J. F. Kristjansson 
Member at large, Hon. W. J. Lin-

da!, Q.C.

.\t that meeting Prof. Haraldur 
Bc.,sason presented a proposal for the 
erection of a bron1,c plaque in Ottawa 
as a centennial project on which would 
appear appropriate excerpts from the 
Grxnlendingasaga, setting out in suit­
able detail the disscovery of America 
by Leifr Eiriksson, a native of Iceland, 
and the subsequent early voyages to 
America. 
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The proposal was unanimously ac­
cepted in principle, the exact wording 
and translations on the plaque to be 
given final approval at a subsequent 
meeting. 

A luncheon meeting of the Central 
\Vorking Committee was held in the 
home of Consul General G. L. Johanns­
son on August 11, at which a draft of 
the wording on the proposed plaque 
was given careful consideration. A 
number of suggestJions were made and 
the matter was referred back to Prof. 
Bes.sason to revise the wording and 
then to send a copy of the revision to 
each member of the \Vorking Com­
mittee for further corniideration. 

The last meeting of the Central 
Committee was held on August 17, at 
the home of Prof. Haraldur Bessason. 

J. E. Martin gives a Paper 
One of the projects being considered 

for the near future is one that should 
be of concern to Manitobans of Ice­
landic descent, wherever located. This 
is an "operation clean attic", which 
would encourage the transfer of old 
documents from private homes and 
businesses to the Provincial Archives. 
There is no reason why Manitobans of 
Icelandic descent as well as others 
should wait for the Manitoba Historic­
al Society to take the initiative in this 
matter. 

l\lr. Martin has been the Executive 
Secretary of the Manitoba Centennial 
Commission during the past year. 

-W.K.

* 

At the annual meeting of the Man­
itoba Historical Society, held on June 
15, 1966, the Honorary Secretary of 
the Society, Mr. Joseph E. lVIartin, gave 
a paper on an important event in the 

At that meeting the final revised word­
ing to be placed on the propo.secl 
plaque was approved. 

The name of the general committee 
and the executive working committee 
was discussed at considerable length. 
Lt was felt that both the name Leifr 
Eiriksson and the word Centennial 
should be there but the words Cana­
dian and Icelandic aho had to be there 
and the name must not be too long. 
Finally it was unanimously agreed 
that the general committee be called 
"The Canadian Icelandic Centennial 
Committee" and that the trust fund 
be known as "The Canadian Icelandic 
Centennial Trust Fund". 

The Chairman reported on the steps 
being taken to establish the neeclecl 
contacts in Ottawa.-"\V.J.L. 

for the Manitoba Historical Society 

early years of settlement in the Red 
River Valley, the battle of Seven Oaks. 
This tragic event took place on June 
16, 1816, 150 years ago. 

In his annual report, also presented 
at this meeting, Mr. Martin reviewecl 
the Society's manifold activities dur­
ing the past year. These included, be­
sides the monthlv addresses on l\Ian­
iitoba historical , subjects, a popular 
field trip in September to the site of 
the former village of Millford, a 
familiar name to the readers of Nellie 
McClung's Clearing in the West, and 
to some of the Souris north fur-trading 
posts of 150 year ago. 

The Society has in recent years spon­
sored a series of ethnic histories of 
Manitoba. Two of these have been 
published in the past year: The Ice­
landic People in Manitoba, by W. 
Kristjanson: and All Things Common, 
a history of the H uitterians, by Victor 
Peters. 
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Report from N.A. T .o. Defence Conference 

by Charles E. Dojack 

In f uly a two-clav ;\;.\TO Defence 
;\fini,ters' Conference ,1·as held in 
Pari,. It ,1·as the first such Conference 
since France's disinterest in NATO. 
France"s Armed Forces :\Iinister dicl 
attend however, which would indicate 
that France still is interested in the 
;1ctivities of this group. 

The British Defence :\finister. :\Ir. 
Denis Healey, told the meeting of 14 
Defence :\linisters, that Great Britain\ 
economic problem.� were very seriom 
and that the drain on the foreign ex­
change caused by its troops in \Vest 
Germany could only he resoh"ed "·ith 
financial help from other countries, 
partirnlarly "\\'est Germany. According 
to Mr. Kai-Uwe Von Hassel, the "\Ve,t 
German Defence Minister, the "\\'e'it 
German Government has not resolved 
its decision regarding its contribution 
tcnrnnl a greater share to the financial 
upkeep of the British Army of the 
Rhine. If help was not to come very 
soon Britain will likely reduce its 
Rhine Army by some 20,000 men. It 
now has 52,000 men in its Rhine 
Army. 

Canada's Minister of National De­
lcnce, :.\1 r. Paul Hellyer's main contri­
bution at this NATO meeting ·wa� 
recognition of his mobile forces pro­
gram. The Conference gave special at­
tention to the part which the Allied 
Command Europe :.\[obile Force could 
play. NATO gave directions for the 
development of financial arrangement, 
for this force. Mr. Hellyer offerrecl a 
second Canadian battalion for this 
force. This battalion will be selected 
from established forces now in Canada. 

U.S. Defence Secrctarv :\Ir. Robert 
:\fc�amara, supported the principle of 
an annual defence planning review on 
a five-year basis. He 1,tressed the need 
for improving the process of reviewing 
the defence efforts of member coun­
tries. and urged a greater contribution 
by member countries. :.\Ir. :\Ic:\'amara 
,1:arned that the t:nited States was 
carrying too big a share of Europe'·,_ 
defence both in marJJWil·er and dollar 
support. 

The process of moving :\'A TO to 
Brussels is progressing slowlv. Brus.5els 
has ih problems at the moment and 
does not appear too enthusiastic. Can­
ada's Defence :\finister, Paul Hellyer. 
is most optimistic in hoping to have 
all Canadian units out of France by 
the deadline next .\pril. He also point­
ed out that his efforts to have the 
children's move delayed until the end 
of the school year next June is gaining 
support from the French Government. 

Generally speaking this NATO 
Conference did have comiderable dis­
organiation and a lesiier significance 
than expected. The Alliance appeared 
to be in a somewhat depressing state. 
This could he due mainly to the 
French eviction notice and the costly 
and wasteful process in moving N", \ TO 
to Brus1,els. One of the most assuring 
notes of the Conference was the 14 
ministers re-affirming their determina­
tion in pursuit of their objective "of 
maintaining peace and security, to con­
tinue to take all measures to provide a 
deterrent to war and to ensure the 
defence and integrity of the North At­
lantic Area." 
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The Bravest Little Boy I Ever Met 

The following account appeared in 
the "\\7innipeg Free Press column 
'·Coffee Break". April 8, of this vear: 

GOOD FRIDAY, so full of sign­
ificance to the ·world, seems like a most 
appropriate day to tell you about the 
hra.-cst little hoy I have ever met. His 
name is Donald Solvason, of \Vood­
lancls, :.\Jan. and he'll be l G on April 
18. 

I \pent a wonderful afternoon at the 
modest home of his parents, l\fr. and 
:\frs. Armann Solvason, and also met 
Donald"s nm extremely polite bro­
thers. In most ways, Don is just about 
like any other l\fanitoba lad of his age. 

He loves sports, watches just about 
everything he can of the sporting 
,n>rlcl; most of it through the medium 
of television. And of course he does 
his school work, although in this de­
partment I'd say he's ,ray above aver­
age. His mother let me check iiOme of 
Don\ Christmas exams. He had 97 in 
hi., French term paper and 9G 1 � in 
�pelliug on what was the neatest exam 
paper I\·e ever seen. 

You'll reali1e hmv ama1ing the last 
pan of it is when you consider the cir­
cumstances. You see, Donald Solvason 
is almost completely helpless and does 
his exams with a pencil held in his 
mouth. Since birth his arms and legs 
ha, e been useless and he is almost 
lullv paralyzed. 

But when fate dealt him this blmv at 
birth it compensated by giving him an 
indomitable spirit and cheerful nature 
that makes hi, mind master of his 
body. 

tTp until about 18 months ago Don­
ald was able to attend school in ·wood-

lands because he could sit up partially 
in a special ·wheelchair. The schooling 
,vas really made possible by the prin­
cipal there at the time, :\frs. Jonina E. 
\Vood, who could see no reason why 
the hoy shouldn't be in school. 

Don was very happy in school with 
the company of other young people, 
hut l8 months ago doctors in "\Vinni­
peg tried to operate in order to help 
relieve hi, disability. Unfortunately 
the operation was a failure and made 
things worse because it left Donald un­
able to even sit up anymore. 

This meant he had to leave school. 
N' m1· he is forced to lie down all the 
time in a slightly twisted position. 
Even writing with the pencil in his 
mouth is an extremely difficult task. 

"But he never gives up." said his 
mother :\farie Solvason, who spends 
many hours with him reading to the 
boy or turning the pages so he can 
read himself. 

Being away from school makes it 
a much more lonely life for the lad. 
He keeps up with Grade 9 through the 
Manitoba department of education 
correspondence course. 

'Tel like to get through Grade 12 at 
lea.,t," Don smiled as I admired the 
tremendous ·work he did on all of his 
examination papers. 

But it won't be easy for the voung 
boy who spends most of his life in the 
living room of the spotlessly clean little 
home. Don is well aware of his de.,per­
ate disability, but he optimistically says 
that some day he'd like to be a sports 
announcer. 

I wondered to myself as I iiat there if 
there v,asn't some device that would 
make Donald's life a little easier. Per-
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haps a remote control TV set he could 
operate with the pencil in his mouth. 
Or a gadget that would flash the pages 
of a book automatically on a ceiling 
such as I've seen in U.S. hospitals. 

:Frankly, Donald Solvason and his 
family don't ask for or seek anything. 
And the last thing in the world they 
want is sympathy. But with a birthdav 
coming up, I know some cards would 
be appreciated by Don, particularly 
from sports personalities. 

I'm grateful that Mrs. \,V ood, who 
is now a teacher here at Sargent Park 
School, made it possible for me to meet 
and know the Solvason family-especial­
ly Donald. It was a revelation and 
made a deep impression on me. 

There's an old saying that just about 
everyone has a cross of some kind to 
bear. Donald Solvason bears his with 
more dignity and lack of fear than any­
one I know. 

Donald is taking the full Grade IX 
course with the Correspondence 
Branch of the Department of Educa­
tion and is doing ex,cellent work. His 
writing is clear and good, much better 
than that of many people with the full 
use of their hands. -W.K. 
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GRADUATES, SCHOLARSHIP AND 

A\\1ARD \VINNERS

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH 

COLUMBIA - 1966 GRADUATES 

RICHARD THOl\IAS JOHNSON 
(B.A. from Reed College, Texas), re­
ceived the degree of Master of Arts 
(M.A.) in English. His father is John S 
Johnson, the president of the Icelandic 
Old Folks Home Society. Richard was 
born in Chicago in 1938. 

GERALD DUANE PALSSON, (B.Sc. 
from U.B.C.), received the degree of 
Bachelor of Library Science (B.L.S.). 
He lives in Kinnaird, B.C. 

DAVID JOHANN JOHANNSSON, 
received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
He is the son of J. B. J ohannsson, the 
treasurer of Strondin. 

COURTNEY GRANT PALSSON, re­
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
He comes from Kinnaird, B.C. 

JULITH ANN THORFINNSON, re­
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
She comes from Kelowna, B.C. 

SVAVAR TRYGGVASON, received 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Born 
in Iceland in 1944 and came to Can­
ada in 1953. Son of Svavar and Svein­
bjorg Tryggvason, of Richmond, B.C. 

ALBERT LEONARD SIGURDSON, 
received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
He lives in N. Vancouver, B.C. 

ceived degree of Bachelor of Science. 
He comes from Haney, B.C. 

BENEDICT EDWARD THORLAK­
SON, received the degree of Bachelor 
of Science in Agriculture. He comes 
from Vernon, B. C. 

DAVID FRANKLIN BJARNASON, 
received the degree of Doctor of Med­
icine. 

Those named above are definately 
of Icelandic origin. Those who follow 
are possibly of Icelandic origin as well. 

ELIZABETH ANN STEPHENSON. 
received Bachelor of Arts, Vancouver. 

KENNETH D. ERICKSON, received 
Bachelor of Arts, Powell River. 

TIVE .JENNIFER LINDAL, received 
Bachelor of Education, (secondary). 

DONNA l\L\E VALGARDSON, re­
ceived Bachelor of Education, (Elemen­
tary) from S. Burnaby. 

ERIC GOODl\lAN, received Bachelor 
of Education, (Secondary), from S. 
Burnaby. 

ARTHUR RICH.-\RD OLSON, re­
ceived Bachelor of Education, (Elemen­
tary). 

PRUDIK JOHN LINDAL, received 
Bachelor of Science. 

GORDON ALEXANDER OLAFS- UNA MARGARET DOBSON,

SON, (B.P.E. from U.B.C.), received (B.S.\V. from Manitoba) received 

the degree of Master of Physical Edu- l\Iaster of Social Work ('ivf.S.\V.).

cation (M.P.E.). He is from Vancouver, GARY VIKING HERMAN JOHN­
B. C. SON, received Bachelor of Com­
JOHN MICHAEL REYKDAL, re- merce, New Westminster. 
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UNIVERS1TY OF MANITOBA 

1966 GRADUATES 

The following are \Ianitoba Uni­
versity graduates of l 966, who are 
descended from Icelandic pioneers but 
are the product of mixed marriages. 
The three foted are all related, bein2, 
the great-grandchildren of the Iceland­
ic pioneers Mr. and \!Irs. Johannes 
Jonsson, of Riverton (Icelandic River) 
1883 to 1888, and later of 6·1-5 Elgin 
,\ve., ·winnipeg. 
CAROL DAWN JOHNSON, B.A., 
daughter of Donald Morris Johnso•1 
and June (nee Bowman)-and grand­
daughter of J. Bergman Johnson, and 
Emily (nee Morris). 
PAUL IVAN HART, IL\., son of 
Gerald Hart and Emily (nee John.son) 
and grandson of John Johnson and 
\faria (nee Valdason). 
,\RTHUR JOH::\'SO::\' BARTO:\'. B. 
of Sc. and Education Certificate-son 
of Arthur Barton and .\nna /nee John­
son) and grandson of Thorgi!s (Gillis) 
fohnson and Gudrun Rosa (nee Hall­
dorson ). 

:'\OTE: \\'e are indebted to .f. Berg­
man Johnson for sending us this list 
of graduates which we had overlooked 
in om original list. ,\s it i.s getting 
more and more difficult to get all the 
names from the l;niversitv lists, it 
would be appreciated if p,;rents and 
relatives sent us the names of graduates 
and scholar.c;hip winners, especially if 
the names do not give a clear indic:1-
tion of Icelandic descent. -S.H. 

* 

:\Iarvin R. Borgford of ,\rhc>'·'.� ,1·'.t·• 

one of five \fanitobans among '.lO po,1-
graduate students who in }\fav, last, 
were awarded $3,000 fellm,·shiJJS eacl, 
in community planning by Centra 1 
1\fortgage and Housing Corporation. 
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IN THE NEWS 

At the annual meeting of the Union 
of l\fanitoba :Municipalities eastern 
district convention held at Ashern, 
\fan. in June, Kari Byron of Lundar, 
\Ian. was made an honorary member 
in recognition of his 35 years as Reeve

of the Rural Municipality of Coldwell 
and close to 20 years as an executive 
on the board of the Union. Prior to 
becoming reeve he was a councillor 
for two years. 

* 

Squadron Leader A. K. (Art) Swain-
son of '\Vinnipeg this summer took 
over du ties with the integrated legal 
staff at air division headquarters of 
the Royal Canadian Air Force at Metz, 
France.' ·while at Metz Squadron Leacl­
er Swainson will be responsible for 
handling legal matters concerning 
personnel serving with all R.C.A.F. 
units in France and Germany. He had 
.served at training command head­
quarters in Winnipeg for rwo yean, 
prior to going overseas. He was ac­
companied by his ,vife, the former 
1\farion Olson, daughter of l\frs. 
Cathrine Olson, and their three daugh­
ter,\, Cathy, Nancy and Signy. Squad­
ron Leader Swainson is the son of 
1\Ir. and \frs. Ingi Swainson of '\Vin­
nipeg. 

* 

1\1r. and 1\lrs. Eggert S. Felsted or 
Vanun1ver, J{.G. in February were 
honored by family and friends 'at their 
home at 4376 McKenzie Street on the 
occasion of their 50th wedding an­
niversarv. They were married in ?\Iani­
toba in '1916 by the late Rev. N. Stein­
grimur Thorlaksson and subsequent­
ly lived in 'Winnipeg for 37 years be­
fore leaving in 1953 to make their 
home in Vancouver. ?\Ir. and :\frs. 
Feldsted have five children. They are 

Beatrice, Mr. Ron Rutherford of San 
\fatao, California, Carol, \frs. Ross 
'\Vilson of Seattle, '\Vash., Dr. Egge1·· 
T. of St. Barbara, Cal., Elaine, ;\frs.
Edward Carlestrom of Seattle and
Robert John Cecil, also of Seattle.
There are 19 grandchildren.

* 

Paul Bjarna.,on of Vancouver was 
one of four British Columbia writers 
who received awards in \larch from 
the Vancouver and \fa.inland branch 
of the Canadian Authors' Association 
in recognition of their work. Mr. 
Bjarnason, a poet and translator, was 
honored both for his writings and his 
translations of Icelandic poetry. Hon­
ored with him were Bertrand vV. Sin­
clair of Pender Harbor, novelist and 
short story writer, Hubert Evans of 
Roberts Creek, novelist, and Mildred 
Vallev Thornton of Vancouver, artist, 
critic' and writer. 

* 

Harrill Bjornson m May was ap-
pointed new.s editor of the 'Winnipeg 
Tribune, succeeding G. R. Goodman 
who was named managing editor of the 
paper. ;\fr. Bjornson, 32, will have 
charge of international, national and 
local news. He ,was born at Punnichy, 
Saskatchewan, the son of Mrs. Lilja 
Bjornson (nee Eyrickson) and the late 
Kristinn H. Bjormon who lived at 
\Vynyarcl, Sask. for some vears before 
moving to '\Vinnipeg. ;\[r. Bjornson 
began his journalistic career with 
United Press International and later 
·was on the editorial staff of the Edmon­
ton Journal. He joined the Tribune in
1962 and, prior to his appointment as
news editor, was telegraph editor. He
is married with four children.

* 

A, scoutmaster and five members of 
the Second Gimli Scout Troop in May 
were selected to represent Manitoba 
at the Boy Scout Jamboree which was 
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held in Iceland in July. They were 
Scoutmaster Len Thordarson, Queen's 
Scouts Brian Cook and Neil Sanders, 
and Scouts Douglas Thordarson and 
Kris Kardal. 

* 

THE MANITOBA PROVINCIAL 
ELECTION 

.-\t the last .provincial election in 
\fanitoba held on June 2ilrd, 1966 
Canadians of Icelandic origin had the 
distinction of winning five seats. That 
accomplishment must be read in the 
lig-ht �f the census figures which in 
the census of 1961 were a., follows: 
Population of Manitoba 921,68G 
Icelandic ethnic group 14.547 

It i, note'l·orthv that the five elect­
ed belong to th�ee political parties: 
the Progressive Conservatives, the Lih­
erals and the New Democrats. It should 
also he noted that in the constituenc, 
of Lac du Bonnet, won by Oscar Bjorn­
son, there are virtually no. what might 
he called Icelandic votes. and in Rock 
Lake, won by a newcomer, Henry J­
Einarson the precentage of Icelandic 
votes is relatively very small. 

The five who were elected are: 
Hon. Geo. Johnson, in Gimli Con 

stituenc,, Prog. Con., who has been in 
the Roblin government since it took 
officC' in 1958. 

Elman K. Guttormson, in St. George 
rnmtitllency. Liberal, who wa., first 
elected to the \fanitoba legislature in 
:1 hv-election in December I 956, and 
ha, been re-elected in even· provincia 1 
clec tion since that time. \fr. Guttorm­
son works for the ,vinnipeg Fret' 
Press. 

Oscar Ferdinand Bjornson, Prog. 
Cons., ,ras first elected in the General 
election of 1959, and was relected in 
1%2 and again last summer. \fr. Bjorn­
son was technical advi.,er for five yean; 
to the Government of India during the 
Li,t war. He resides at Lac du Bonnet. 

Rev. Philip M. Petursson, N.D.P .. 
was elected for the first time to the 
\Ianitoba legislature in the last elec­
tion. He is a retired Unitarian Min­
ister and is President of The Icelandic 
National League. He reside,5 at 681 
Banning St., Winnipeg. 

Henrv John Einarson of Baldur. 
:\Ian., is another newcomer, being 
elected on the Progressive Conservative 
ticket in the last election for Rock 
Lake constituency. He .5erved three 
years in the last war and has since that 
time been engaged in what is called 
mixed farming, grain producing and 
stock raising. He specializes at growing 
seed wheat. 

To them all The Icelandic Cana­
dian extends congratulations. 

W.J.L. 
* 

GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVER-

SARY 

Sepember :i, was the fiftieth wedding 
anniversary of Guttormur and Olavia 
Finnbogason of \Vinnipeg. \Irs. Finn­
bogason is a daughter of Pall S. and 
l1alldora Barda], \Vinnipeg pioneers 

Three years after their marriage Mr. 
and :\frs. Finnboga.�on moved to Lun­
dar, :\Ian., where they lived until 193'.I 
when they came back to \Vinnipeg. 

The Finnbogasons have five sons: 
Paul Johann of Brandon; Thomas 
Oscar, Allan Barda! and ,vilmar Her­
bert, all of \Vinnipeg and David Chris­
tian of Edmonton. Four of the sons 
served in ,vorld ,var II, all in the 
R.C.A.F. Chris ,\·as too young.

:\Ir. and Mrs. Finnbogason, together
with their five sons, all married and 
bringing up children, are one of those 
large Icelandic families which are add­
ing lustre equally to their heritage 
and the fabric of Canadian citizen-
ship. *
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At the Icelandic Celebration Day at 
Gimli there is a parade in which a 
number of floats appear. This year the 
winning float was that of "Tip Top 
:\feats." The driver of the float ·was 
Joey T. Arna.5on representing a Viking. 
Beside him in Icelandic costume wa, 
Mrs. B. E. Johnson of Winnipeg. The 
float included eight young girls in Ice­

landic costume. 
* 

JANET MADDIN ADDS 
TO HER LAURELS 

Competing in the British Empire 
Games in Jamaica last August �vas 
seventeen-year old Janet ·Maddin, of 
'\,Vinnipeg. Her events were the 220 
yards, the 440 and the relay. She cleared 
the semi-finals in the 440, but did not 
survive ,the finals. The Canadian relay 
team placed fourth in their event. 

Later in the month, on August 29, 
Janet competed at the Canadian Age 
Class track and field meet at Richmond. 
British Columbia. There she won four 
gold medal5, in the juvernile women's 
100, 220 and 400 yards, and the 4xl l0  
relay, where she was anchor leg for 
the winning Manitoba team. 

At this meet, Janet set new Canadian 
records for the age class competit,ion 
in the 220 and the 440, 24.7 seconds 

and 56.4 seconds, respectively, but her 
best in open competition is 23.6 sec­

onds in the 220, a Canadian record, 
and 55. l seconcls m the 440 yards. 

-W.K.

* 

EINAR ARNASON PRESIDENT OF 
THE CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY 
OF WINNIPEG. 

Einar A.rnason, of Winnipeg, wa, 
elected in June, 1966, President of the 
Children's Aid Society of '\Yinnipeg. 
He also serves as pre.sident of the In­
dian Metis and FJ1iendship Centre and 
chairman of the Indian and Metis 
Conference of Manitoba and is Lt.­
Col. in the Canadian Reserve Force. 

Mr. Arnason is president of Plaxlab 
Products of 'iVinnipeg. 

* 

Professor Barney Stephanson and 
six children of Edmonton, Alta. this 
summer took up residence for one year 
in Trinidad where Prof. Stephanson 
will lecture in agricultural engineer­
ing during the coming term at the 
University of Trinidad. They were to 
be joined in September by daughter 
Ann who will be attending Trinidad 
University during the coming term. 

* 

Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson, distingu-
ished Manitoba plant scientist, this 
summer was named a Fellow of the 
Aimerican Phytopathological Society, a. 
group concerned with plant diseases. 
Dr. Johnson, who is a scientist at the 
federal department research station at 
'\Vinnipeg, was given uhe award for his 
long-term serv.ice to the field of plant 
pathology and outstanding contdbu­
tion to plant research. 

* 

Baldur Rosmund Stefanson of Vest-
folcl. :\Ian. received his Ph.D. degree 
from the University of �[anfroha last 
spring. :\fr. Stefanson is employed in 
the plant science department of the 
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university. He is the son of the late 
Gudmundur and Jonina Stefanson of 
Vestfold. His wife is the former Sicrg;1 
vVestdal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
P. J. Westdal. *

Leonard Vopnfjord of Winnipeg last 
spring was awarded a Central Mort­
gage and Housing Corporation second­
year planning fellowship worth $3,500. 
::\.fr. Vopnfjord, who is the son of 
Prof. and ::\Irs. Axel Vopnfjord of 
1206 Dominion Street, ·winnipeg, re­
ceived hi, bachelor of commerce 
degree from the University of Man­
itoba in 1965 and completed his first 
year of a master's course in urban and 
regional planning at the University of 

Riverton Co-Operative 
Ass'n Ltd. 
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Washington this year. He wiill attend 
the University of British Columbia 
during the coming term. 

* 

Raymond Stephanson, pianist from 
Elfro.s, Sask., won top mark of 88 in 
the piano solo concert group, senior 
open class, at the music festival at 
Saskatoon, Sask. last spring. The 
runner-up scored 85. Mr. Stephanson 
is a pupil of Lyle Gustin of Saskatoon. 

* 

The children of Mr. and l\Irs. Har-
old Bjarnason of Victoria, B.C. con­
tinue to advance in the field of edu­
cation. Last spring at the U nivcrsity of 
British Colurnbia their youngest son. 
David, received his degree in medicine 

Gilbart Funeral Homes 
309 Eveline St. 

SELKIRK, MAN. 
Phone 3271 

FIRST STREET 

GIMLI, MAN. 

Phone ZE 17000 

and is now an intern at Civic Hospital 
in Ottawa. Son Harold Jr. is working 
on a thesis for his Ph.D. degree in 
economics at Madison, vVisconsin, U.S.A. He received his B.A. degree 
from the University of Manitoba, then 
went to Iceland on a year's scholarship. 
Later he attended State College of 
South Dakota and obtained his master's 
degree in science. After completing 
his theses this fall he will take over a 
position with the Can.adian Wheat 
Board in vV:innipeg. Daughter Carol 
Gudveig, :\Irs. ·william Foster of 
Courtenay, B.C. graduated as a regi­
stered nurse from "\Vinnipeg General 
Hospital, then obtained her diploma 
in public health nursing from the Uni­
versity of Bnitish Columbia in 19fi:i. 
Mr. Bjarna.son Sr. was a merchant at 
Gimli, Man. for many years before 
moving to the Pacific coast. 

* 

ICELANDIC CANADIAN�Christmas Bargain. There is no doubt that your 
friends would appreciate a subscription 
to The Icelandic Canadian, which is 
every year gaining in popularity. 

A special rate is offered for the 
Christmas season; one year subscription 
for $1.50. - Mail your orders to 

Serving the Interlake Area - The Icelandic Canadian, 
869 Garfield St., Winnipeg 10, Can. 

7M�{rl� 

ERAl 

KE 
LIMITED 
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D If your husband (or wife) is an alcoholic, your life is 
pretty rugged. 

D Meal times are uncertain. Social affairs are a terrible 
risk. 

D Bad temper, abuse, violence threaten. 
D Accidents, even death are a possibility. 
D Trouble with the police may happen any day. 
D The home budget hasn't balanced in years! 

D If you're fed up, if you're desperate, there is help. 

0 Al-Anon is _a fellowship of people with the same prob­
lems, sharing them to find answers and help each 
other. Anyone with an alcoholic in the family is wel­
come. 

D The Alcoholism Foundation of Manitoba and the Sal­
vation Army Harbour Light help families as well as the 
alcoholic. 

If you can't take it any more, 
if you're crying for HELP, 

CALL OR WRITE

Al-Anon 
c/o Alcoholics Anonymous of Greater Winnipeg - 942-1462

181 Pioneer Avenue, WINNIPEG 1 

Alcoholism Foundation of Manitoba - 453-1044 
124 Nassau Street, WINNIPEG 13 

or 
Salvation Army Harbour Light - 943-6573 

221 Rupert Avenue, WINNIPEG 2 

They can help you with your problems. 
They may help you with your alcohohc! 

86-22. 
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