
This way to the 

Liveliest Hats 

in town 

... Coming head-on for Spring 

-frisky hats for the beach,

kookie shapes and knockout 

colours. You can find all the 

newest and wittiest styles on-the­

go right now in our swinging 

young Hat Bar, Fourth Floor of 

Fashion (204). 
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THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

His Excellency Petur Thorsteinsson, Ambassador of Iceland 

to the United States and Canada. 



9o"l the ve"ly 9ineJt 
in Pliotog1taphic equipment 

Sli-nr)sons-Sears 

• Shmrn above

THE SUPER 8 CAMERA -

The all new camera that is totally 
automatic . . . cartridge loading, 
automatic exposure, and battery 
drive. The very finest. 

$239.95 

• Shown above

SUPER AUTOMATIC 8 

Automatic threading projector is a 
fine compliment to your camera. 
Zoom lens, slow motion projection, 
and all the fine features you could 
wish for. 

$189.95 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

[Winnipeg's Most Complete Entertainment Centre] 

� 

APPEARING NIGHTLY 

AUBREY TADMAN 

GARRY GROSS 
AT THE PIANO 

Snack on. for an 
.p::.iLL coun.se ADVENTURE 

Meal in Dining 
�(ll)��M� 

THE 

Dutch GOURMET 
C'offtt INTERNATIONAL 

Shop RESTAURANT 

Air conditioned 
comfort. � International Inn Parking for 950 cars. ---,il���III,,._ 

Wellington at Berry Adjacent 
to International Air Terminal 

ICELAND TO HOST JAMBOREE 

The Roy Scouts of Canada are going to participate in one of the 

greatest adventures in Scouting, namely a "Jamboree" - the magic 

word in Scouting, and for the fir.�t time Iceland is the Host 

Country. 

The Boys of the 2nd Gimli Troop are hoping that fi11a:1cial ar· 

rangemcnts can be made for them to go .. \n opportunit: that may 

never come ag·ain - to participate in a Scout Jamboree :,ml at the: 

,ame time Yisit the la1�d of their forebears. 

, THE CARLING BREWERIES (Manitoba) LIMITED

!---�-------____, 
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Dependable, Low Cost 
Electricity for the City of 
Winnipeg supplied by ... 

Serving Investors 

Across Canada ... 

JAMES RICHARDSON & SONS 
Established 1857 

MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG CALGARY EDMONTON 

VANCOUVER VICTORIA PRINCE GEORGE LETHBRIDGE 

MEDICINE HAT REGINA MOOSE JAW SWIFT CURRENT 

SASKATOON PRINCE ALBERT BRANDON PORTAGE LA 

PRAIRIE KENORA KINGSTON GALT ST. THOMAS SIMCOE 

CHATHAM KITCHENER LEAMINGTON WINDSOR NEW YORK 

l l 

WILLL\'.\I AT ALBERT STREET 

PHO:SE 943-5441 

• 

CEN.! RE OF \\.INNIPEG 

'\EXT ·10 THE CITY HALL 

• 

Room by the Day, ·week or Month 

(Daily: $2.00 and up) 

• 

ELEV A TOR SER VICE 

FREE PARKI:SG 

• 

Telephones in every room 

EXCELLE:'.\T REST\URANT 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 3 

"THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL 

BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, AND FOR PAYMENT 

OF POSTAGE IN CASH." - PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST. WPG. 3. 

Seasons Greetings . . . 

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

Grey Goose Bus Lines 
Limited 

301 BURNELL ST. - WPG. 10, MAN. 

Phone SUnset 6-1427 

Compliments of ... 

R. B. VOPNI & CO. 
Chartered Accountants 

210-2285 Portage Avenue 

) PHONE 832-1341 

l Winnipeg 12 Manitoba 

Your Neighborhood Taxi 

YOUR INVESTORS REPRESENTATIVES 

"your best friends financially" 

if //Welitou
SYNDICATE LIMITED 
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Compliments of ... 

The MANITOBA 

SUGAR Co. Ltd. 
FORT GARRY, MANITOBA 

Spring 196G 

YOU'IL GET MORE ATTENTION FROM 

ALWAYS GLAD TO SERVE YOU. 

THE BRITISH AMERICAN OIL Company Limited
COMPLIMENTS OF ... 
YOUR COMMUNITY HOTELS 

GIMLI HOTEL ARBORG HOTEL 

GIMLI, MANITOBA ARBORG, MANITOBA 

McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd. 
since 1906 

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL 

"One Peke or a Carload" 

WINNIPEG 

! 
i 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 
Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson 

Physician and Surgeon 

PHO:--.;E SPruce 2-9'±53 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE 

Logan and Keewatin 

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 

Eggertson & Eggertson !
Barristers & Solicitors 500 Power Building Portage Ave. & Vaughan St. 

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG 

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 
Saunders & Mauro 
Barristers, Solicitors, etc

209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 
Portage Ave. and Garry St. 

Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

RAMSAY-MATTHEWS LIMITED 103 Medical Arts Building, 
(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

L WINNIPEG 
GOING TO ICELAND? Let the Triple-A-Service make the arrangements. 40 years experience. Writ�, Call or Telephone today without any obligations to 

Arthur A. Anderson 133 Claremont Ave. Winnipeg 6 Phone GLobe 2-5446 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 

I. Sigurdson & Son Ltd.
Plastering Contracton and Builders 

H. M. Sigurdson 
1410 Erin St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-6860 

H. Sigurd,;on
526 Arlington St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-1272 

GREETINGS 

from- A FRIEND

S. A. THORARINSON 
Barrister and Solicitor 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 

364 Main Street 

OFFICE PHONE 942-7051 - Winnipeg 

Mc:Kague, Sigmar 
& Company 

REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOAN'S 

All Types of Insurance 

Rental Management 

200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-1746 

537 ELLICE A \'E. WINNIPEG 2 

Dr. K. L. Johnson 

General Dentistry 

301 BOYD BLDG. - WINNIPEG I 

PHONE 742-2411 

5 
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Limted 

FUNERAL HOME 

Phone 774-7474 

843 Sherbrook Street 

Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 3-0731 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484

from 

§ jfrtenb

ASGEIRSON'S 
LIMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SU nset 3-4322 

* 

Headquarters for 

PA IN T, WAL LPAPER 

&: HARDWAR E 

DR. L.A. SIGURDSON 

528 Medical Arts Bldg. 

Off. Ph. WH. 2-4762 II.es. SP. 2-6115 

UHIEF HOME BAKERY 
Prop. Helga Olafson 

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. 3-61%7 

THE ICELANDIC CA::--.'ADIA::\: 

MacARTHUR & SONS LTD. 

HIGHWAY FREIGHTl:'\G 

BRANDO:-S-Phonc PA 62351 1293 St James St., \\'I:-S:'s!PEG '..:1-l'hune SP 4-'.lHl 

WHERE EVERYTHING TRAVELS FIRST CLASS 

DICKSON MOTORS LTD. 
* 

Winnipeg's Downtown 

Pontiau - Auadian - Bniuk - Cadillau - Vauxhall Dealers 

Home of Goodwill Used Cars 

* 

PORT AGE at FURBY PHONE SPruce 2-2541 

BOOTH FISH.El�IES 
CANADIAN COl\IPAN"\'.� Lll\/IITED 

235 GARRY STREET

WINNIPEG MANITOBA 

SP.lkirk, Man. - Winnipegosis, Man. - The Pa�. Man.
MAFEKING, MANITOBA 

7 
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\ \' e welcome appointments as Co­

Executor with members of the 

family with full knowledge that it 

creates a personal relationship and 

provides a family voice in management. 

preserving 
:\Iontreal Trust has accumulated in its 

seventy years of trust service a vast 

store of experience in the successful 

administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill 

n�ecled by your executor. 

C. LOWE

family 

tradition 
A talk with one of our experienced tru11r 

officers will aid you in developing an 

estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a family voice in managemen, 

Montreal Trust 
Notre Dame at Albert Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Assistant General Manager

H. T. MARTIN 

Manager 

Compliments of 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 

"The Painter's Supply House Since 1908" 

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, Man. Phone WH 3-7395 

J. A. SCHI\1l'{OWC\KI, President 
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EDITORIAL 

Waning Vogue of the Intellectual 

·what's an intellectual if not what
the dictionary calls him - "a person 
of superior intellect or enlightenment?" 
"Often used," the good book hastens 
to add, "to suggest doubt a.s to practical 
sagacity." 

Once the dictionary concedes that 
much ta popular usage, a word is well 
on the way to reversing its real mean­
ing. _\ stink ·was once the smell of a 
rose opening to the morning dew. :'\m,· 
it describes the water in \rhich a rose 
has been allmH:cl to die and dis­
integrate. 

Is the time approaching when to be 
mentioned as an intellectual is to he 
frankly called a fool? 

The word is obviously becoming a 
bhel that few can carry with comfort. 
People in the process of "arriving·· 
don't wear it as a status symbol, and 
111cn courting futures in the politics of 
the country forbear to flaunt it be­
fore the nation. A successful candidate 
in the last federal election was called 
an intellectual in a radio interview 
and this alerted him to spontaneous 
self-defence. He wished to correct this 
impression of himself, he declared. He 
was a man of action, not an intellectual. 

vVhat has brought this once coveted 
brand of distinction into low repute? 
Are the human attributes, it ·was 
brought into being to define, out­
moded and useless in the modern way 
of life? Has civilization reached a stage 
of mechanical perfection ·where it can 
afford to stand still for a while and 

function without guidance from en­
I igh tened hum an intellect? 

:'\ o one would deny the practical 
scientist or practical sage a place among 
the elite. but can he be more than 
half a man if his potential to ponder 
the broader mysteries and purpose of 
human life remains unstimulated, un­
cultured and unchallenged? 

]t mav he, of course, that such is the 
kind or' person who can best match 
gears with hig-hly organized systems of 
automation. Then let it be hoped that 
fi?;ures, codes and sliding rules can 
bring him to as full an understanding 
of hi, machine as the Engli.,h language 
could if given a chance. 

For it is reported that in some ac­
ademic circles mention has been made 
of deleting English as a compulsory 
subject in some degree courses. This 
might speed a student on his way to 
"practical sagacitv" and keep at hay 
the hazard of being stigmatized as an 
intellectual. 

To avoid more than moderate ex­
posure to the English language i.s also 
to shield a man from the diverting in­
fluence of some of the world's most 
powerful literature, and this should 
help keep his mind on the chosen 
track. 

The view from the chosen position 
on the chosen track may be neither 
long nor broad, but can we not trust 
a materially well kept humanity to stay 
in focus while its needs are measured 
and its worth assessed? 
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The human race, though, has been 
growing for a long time, and has pass­
ed through many phases in the process. 
It can hardly be expected to shed all 
its quirks, including the "intellectuals", 
overnight. These are likely ,to stray 
underground to putter about in peace; 
to count the growing pains, the 
triumphs and defeats of the race and to 
ponder the causes and effects thereof. 
They will reach down the generatiorn 
for a meeting of m,inds with as ma1w 

of their kind as ever committed 
thought to paper, and they may even 
unobtrusively play around with ideas 
of their own. 

Practical sagacitv has inherited 
earlier civilization.s 'and driven them 
into the ground. 

Not quite. On doomsday the ilk of 
enlightened intellect tends to crawl 
out of the caves and start building with 
tools polished in exile. 

Caroline Gunnarsson 

IN THE EDITOR'S CONFIDENCE 

It is well that our readers remind themselves every once in a ·while how 
The Icelandic Canadian Club and the Icelandic Canadian came to be formed. 
The following appeared in the first number of The Icelandic Canadian which 
was published in October, 1942. 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB 
- - - was organized in 1938 by a group of younger Icelandic Can­
adians for the purpose of perpetuating Icelandic culture and
promoting good fellowship. It now has a large membership, most
of who:11 express themselves more fluently in English than in
Icelandic.

Our o:·gan�zation has _long felt the need of a publication to
broadcast Its aims and ob3ects, and to which our members could 
send original contributions. In this way, we believe that this new 
publication will play a leading role in promoting the aims and 
objects of the society, both cultural and social. 

The staff of the "Icelandic Canadian" has been selected from 
our members and we take this opportunity of thanking them for 
their laudable efforts in the launching of this first issue. 

ARNI G. EGGERTSON, President 
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Ambassador Petur J. Thorsteinsson 

His Excellency Pctur J. Thorsteim• 
�.vn, who was guest of honor at tl,, 
1966 National League Convention, was 
appointed Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Iceland to the 
United States of America and to Argen­
tina, Brazil, Canada, and �Iexico, in 
1965. 

His Excellency ,vas ,born in Reykja­
vik, Iceland, in 1917, and received his 
high school and college education in 
Reykjavik. He received his degree in 
Business economirn from the lTniver­
sitv of Iceland in 1941, and his law 
degree from the University in 1944. 
His scholastic record throughout was 
distinguished. 

Following graduation, he embarked 
on a career in the Icelandic diplomatic 
service. He served as Attache, later 
Secretarv of the Icelandic Legation in 
�Iosco,/ in the years 1944-1947; Assist­
ant Chief of Division, :-Iinistry for 
Foreign Affairs, Reykjavik, 1917-1951; 
Chief of Division, :-finistry for For­
eign Affairs, Reykjavik 1951-1953; 
Minister to the Soviet Union, 1953-56, 
and Ambassador, 1956-1961; Ambas­
sador to the Federal Republic of Ger­
many, 1961-1962 and Ambassador to 
France, 1962-1965. Simultaneously with 
these appointments there was service 
as �Iinister to Hungary, Rumania, 
Yugoslavia and Switzerland, and as 
Ambassador to Greece, Belgium and 
Luxembourg. 

During these years abroad, his Excel· 
lency has sen-eel as Chief of Iceland's 
Mission to the European Economi, 
Community; Iceland's permanent rep­
resentative on the Council for Econ­
omic Co-operation and Development, 

and Iceland's permanent represent­
ative on the North Atlantic Council, 
and since 1946 he has served as mem­
ber or chairman of various Icelandic 
delegations to international confer­
ences and meetings, including those 
on bilateral trade negotiations. 

Decorations received include Order 
of the Falcon, Commander; Order of 
the Crown, Grand Cross; Order of the 
Oak Crown, Grand Cross, and ?\ation­
al Order of �Ierit, Grand Officer. 

Undoubtedly His Excellency has a 
wider and more intimate knowledge 
of foreign affairs than any other con­
temporary Icelander. 

His Excellency '\\'as married, in 1948. 
to Odclny Elisabet Stefansson. They 
have three sons, Petur Gunnar, Hjorg­
olfur, and Eirikur. 

During their stay in ·winnipeg, the 
Ambassador and Mrs. Thorsteinsson 
were guests of Lieutenant-Governor 
and �Irs. R. S. Bowles at Government 
House. At Go-vernment House, a cock­
tail reception ,,·as held in their honor, 
with over three hundred invited gue.�Ls, 
including the consular corps, military 
representatives, Greater ,vinnipe;-; 
mayors, and \fanitobans of Icelandic 
descent. 

.\mbassaclor and �Irs. Thorsteins!;on, 
and Hrynjolfur Johannesson, President 
of the Actors' Guild of Iceland, another 
convention guest, were guests of honor 
at a reception given by Consul-General 
Grettir L. J ohannson and :\ I rs. Johann­
son and bv the executive of the ::\'ation­
al League'. at the Icelandic consulate. 

On Sundav evening, the visitors at· 
tended a Convention church service in 
the First Lutheran Church. Other en-
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gagernents included a visit to the 
Hetel Home at Gimli, and to the Ice­
landic Department at the University 
of Manitoba, ancl a luncheon in his 
honor at the University. 

In his Convention address the Am­
bassador spoke of the warm memories 
that he and his wife would carry away 
with them of the large number of 
friends they had gained during their 
visit. He paid tribute to Canada, an 
impressive land with a notable people 
of diverse racial origins, and he spoke 
appreciatively of the friendly warmth 
of Winnipeg, and the hospitality ex­
tended by His Honor, Lieutenant­
Governor R. S. Bowles and Mrs. 
Howles. 

The Ambassador spoke of the regret 
felt in Iceland at the loss of so many 
of its people through emigration, but 
felt that this sense of loss was out­
weighed by admiration for the achieve­
ments of the Icelandic people in Can­
ada. 1\1 uch has been done, he said, by 
Iceland to strengthen the East-West 
bonds, "and therewith grasp the out­
stretched hand of the Western Ice­
landers", for the mutual benefit of 
both. 

In choice language the Ambassador 
Lraced the history of Iceland's foreign 
relationship, from the time in 1908 
and shortly thereafter when France, 
Imperial Rus.sia, Great Britain, Nor­
way, Sweden, Germany, and The 
Nether lands appointed consuls in Ice­
land. 

As Iceland's interest in world trade 
grew after independence in I 918, and 
the First \Vorld ,var, it had to send 
out trade delegations to carry on com­
mercial negotiations on an ever in­
creasing .,cale. A. committee of foreign 
affairs was set up by Althing in 1928. 

,vhen Nazi Germanv assaulted Den­
mark, April I 0, 1940, Iceland assumed 
full control of its foreign affairs and 
soon opened legations in London, 
Stockholm and ,v ashington. 

Iceland has now been caught up in 
the main stream of world events largely 
as a result of two events or develop­
ments, the Second ,vorlcl \Var and the 
coming of the air-age. Iceland now has 
formal relationships with thirty-five 
countries, with ambassadors in eight: 
Bonn, Copenhagen, London, Moscow, 
Paris, Stockholm, and \Vashington; 
also ambassadors accredited to the 
Council of Europe and United Na• 
tions. 

After reference to the twelve-mile 
fishing limit, a military establishment 
in the country, and other problems, 
the Ambassador in conclusion express­
ed his belief that Iceland had come 
successfully through its ordeal of fire, 
acting with firmness and a sense of 
res,ponsibility, and had earned for it­
self a worthy place in the community 
of nations. 

-W. Kristjanson
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Mrs. Petur Thorsteinsson 

1 · ;  oilllillli; 1 "-.. 
--��-•; ... ;::r __ .. .. .

Mrs. Petur Thorsteinsson 

The very first question l\frs. Petur 
Thorsteinsson (Oddny El,isabet Bjorg­
olfsdottir) asked was one which has 
baffled many a writer on migrations 
from Iceland to America. The question 
was put very bluntly and to the point: 

"\Vhat caused your parents to migrate 
to America. The question implies 
neither censure nor praise; l\Irs. Thor­
steinsson was merely seeking informa­
tion. Or rather she rwas seeking a point 
of view, having undoubtedly given the 
question considerable thought her­
self. The question asked and the dis­
cussion that followed showed the alert 
and keen mind of the chatelaine at 
the Icelandic Embassy in "\1/ashington. 

Mrs. Thorsteinsson is richly endo,w· 
eel with grace and charm which make, 
her an ideal hostess and fully qualifie:; 
her for the delicate yet demanding 
duties of the wife of an Ambassador 
at a "\Vashington post. If Ottawa, to 
which the Ambassador is also accredit­
ed, were only a little closer to us, Vest­
ur-1slendingar, of the prairies, our 
wish would 1be that he and Mrs- Thor­
steinsson visit Ottawa quite frequent· 
ly and each time quietly steal away and 
renew friendships on this their first 
trip to Winnipeg. -W. J. L. 

Dr. John M. Fredrickson-Professor of Surgery 

Dr. John :\I urray Fredrickson, form­
erly of Vancouver, B. C., has been 
named professor of surgery at a med­
ical college in California after a trwo­
year study on a research fellowship 
at a medical college in Germany. 

Dr. Fredrickson is the son of l\fr. 
and Mrs. Frank Fredrickson of Van­
couver, formerly of "\1/innipeg. He con­
tinued post-graduate studies at the 
University of British Columbia, after 
graduation there in medicine, and 

subsequently spent three years at Uni­
versity Hospital in Chicago, Ill., U.S.A. 
He was made a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 

His father, who served overseas with 
the Canadian forces in the First "\Vorld 
"\Var, ,was a member of the famed Win­
nipeg Falcon hockey team which won 
the world championship in 1920 and, 
a£ter moving to Vancouver, served for 
a number of years as an alderman on 
the city council there. 
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OUR PARLIAMENT IN ACTION 

An Address by ERIC STEFANSON, M.P. for Selkirk, Man.

at the 
ANNUAL CONCERT of the ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, February 22, 1966 

l\fav I first sav, that I am happv to 
be he�e with yo;, this evening. It i.� al­
ways enjoyable to meet with and a,· 
sociate with a group such as yours. 

At a gathering such as this, one ha, 
the opportunity and pleasure of re· 
newing old acciuaintance., and, per­
haps. of making some new friends. I 
did, however hesitate in accepting this 
kind invitation from vour Committee 
for several reasons: o�c being bccaus� 
parliament i, in se,sion-and I have 
always made it a practice not to be ah· 
:ent from -�he Hot1s·2 except to take part 
m somethmg special-therefore bv mv 
presence here, y·ou will understancl tha'L 
I consider this gathering as something 
very special. Another reason I hesi­
tated is because I am not an orator. I 
have never had the knack of havin,, 
words flow easily. However, at the risk 
of giving a dull. or perhaps boring 
speech, I will have to depend upon 
your tolerance and understanding. 
Anything which I say to you here to­
night will be said with sinceritv, and 
all the views which I cxpre�s arc 
strictly my own. 

I was told that I could choose Ill' 

own subject on which to speak. Know­
ing that this would be a gathering of 
distinguished people from all v:alks of 
life, many of whom are better equipped 
with better education and knowledge 
than I possess, this created another 
problem. 

Someone suggested that I mig-h t 
speak on the method5 employed in be­
coming elected and re-elected to 
Parliament. There may be some who 
would like to have that formula. Even 
if I did have a formula. I would hcsi 
tate to divulge it, as there is always the 
possibility that it might he w:ed !or 
adverse purpose5. That, automatic1lly, 
ruled ont tl1at topic. 

The su!,jcct which I lnve selected 
ro talk about is ur Parliament. r,r 
"Our Parliament i,, .\c tion". with tht' 
1':Hphasis on the in1asc of Parli;,:i,"nt. 
�: his may not be a•, en1crtaining s1il> 
;<'t"t on which to ,pP·1:. at a f11ncti•;11 
such as this one and perhaps I should 
have selected one that is . 

Before starting on this main topic 
however, I would like to make a brief 
reference to one matter that is verv 
much in the minds of our people; I 
refer to our forthcoming Centennial 
Celebration. 

The Centennial of our nation, corn­
ing up next year. is much in the minds 
of our people. This is a .rnbject on 
which I could have selected to speak. 
However, I am quite sure that all of 
you arc aware of the importance of 
that occasion. Icelandic org-anizauions, 
[ am sure. have some worthwhile pro­
jects with which to celebrate Canada"s 
l 00th Birthday.

"\Vhile speaking at the Icelandic
Celebration at Ginili last summer, John 
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Fisher, the Centennial Cornmissisoner, 
pointed out that the success of Can­
ada's Centennial depended upon each 
and everyone's participation in it. 

I firmly believe that every organiz­
ation sho�1kl have a project to 

0

offer. 
"'e are a young country; ·we are a 
country rich in natural resources; we 
are multi-racial, multi-religious, mult-i­
cultural, and when all the,e are com­
bined together, they form a strong 
country, a country with a truly Can­
adian culture. 

,ve have a countrv of which we can 
be proud. \\'e theref�re lia-ve something 
to commemorate, about which to cele­
brate on our country's 100th birthday. 
The success of this depends on organi­
zations such as your own and upon 
the initiative of each and every Can­
adian. It is our hope that our Centen­
nial Celebration mav be a successful 
one which will reseul� in a more under­
standing, tolerant and united people. 

The topic which I have chmen to 
talk about tonight is "Our Parliament 
in Action". Being one of the '.\Iernbers 
who holds a seat in the House of Com­
mons, I find the image which has been 
created of Parliament very disturbing. 

I get the impre,sion that the image 
of Parliament in this country i, at low 
ebb. This is most unfortunate. 

Five Federal Elections in the space 
of just over eight years has not help­
ed the image of Parliament. 

1 would like to take this occasion 
to illustrate, or say a few words con­
cerning our system of government:­
Grcat Britain is known as the '.\Iothcr 
of Parliament; while Iceland ·was the 
first country in the world to set up a 
democratic government. They estab­
lished the . \!thing in 930. Iceland is 
therefore sometimes referred to as the 
Grandmother of Parliament. People of 

Icelandic descent are richly endowed 
with the heritage of dem�cracy and 
freedom. Canadians are also richly en­
dowed with these characteristics. It i, 
little i\·omler then ,that we strongly 
believe in democracy and cherish our 
form of government. This form of 
government gives to us all our basic 
freedoms, the freedoms which we 
,rnuld not be willing to relinquish. 

In Canada, our way of life is based 
on the enjoyment of certain rights or, 
as they are generally known as basic 
freedoms. These basic freedoms have 
grown throughout the years in coun­
wies with democratic governments and 
have been accepted as if they were law. 
In our country, the Canadian Bill of 
Rights became law on August 10th, 
1960. This Bill of Rights spells out 
some of these basic freedoms. Part I, 
Section l of the Bill spells out the fol­
lowing freedoms: 

"Lt is hereby recognized and declared 
that in Canada there have existed and 
shail continue to exist without discrimi­
nation by reason of race, national origin, 
colour, religion or sex, the following 
human rights and fundamental free­
doms, namely, 

(al the right of the individual to Hfe, 
liberty, security of the person and 
enjoyment of property, and the 
right not to be deprived thereof 
except by due process of law; 

(bJ the right of the individual to equal­
ity before the law and the protection 
of the law; 

( c) freedom of relig,ion;

(d) freedom of speech;

(e) freedom of assembly and associ­
ation; and

< f) freedom of the press. 
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These freedoms which none of us are 
prepared to give up or relinquish in 
any way are freedoms which i\'e take 
for granted. It becomes apparent that, 
if we are to continue to enjoy these 
freedoms we should be prepared to 
defend them. 

In the structure and work of the 
Government of Canada, 
freedoms arc'. given full 
The whole system of 
whether it is in the rural 

these basic 
recognition. 
government, 
districts, vii-

lage, towns, cities or provinces, and 
finally, in the nation, is on a free and 
den-.ocratic basis which is designed to 
guard these rights for every person. 

It is through the freedom of expres­
sion and freedom of choice that people 
choose their representatives to the 
three levels of Government, namelv 
municipal, provincial and federal. 
The British North America Act spells 
out the division of authority and 
powers granted to each level of govern­
ment. 

In a short address such as this, time 
does not permit going into any detail 
of listing the duties and functions of 
each level of government. I will there­
fore only touch upon the role taken 
by the Federal Government, except to 
say that each level of government is 
given certain rights of collecting rev­
enue in order to carry out their respon­
sibilities, and as there is onlv one 
source of revenue, the taxpayers, dis­
putes do arise on the method to he 
used in canin!-\ up the "pie''. Such dis­
putes inevitably arise because, in some 
cases, the RN .A. Act is not too clear 
in spelling out the exact duties ol 
authority and, therefore various inter­
pretations arc placed on some sections. 

The Federal Government consi,t.s oi 
Her Majesty the Queen, The Senate 
and the House of Commons and, to­
gether, are known as The Parliament 

of Canada. The Federal Government 
is divided into two branches-the ex­
ecutive and the legislative. The execu­
tive branch consist, of Her '.\Iajestv 
the Queen, who is represented in Ca1�­
ada by the Governor General and who, 
in turn, is advised by The Prime l\Iin­
ister and the Cabinet. The legislative 
branch is composed of Her l\Iajesty the 
Queen, The Senate and the House of 
Commons. 

The Prime '.\Iinister is the leader of 
the political party with the largest 
number of '.\Iembers to head the vari­
ous Depar,tments and these, along with 
the Prime '.\finister, become known as 
The Cabinet. The Cabinet is respons­
ible for submitting to Parliament, at 
each scs,ion, the government's program 
of legislation. At the start of each ne,\· 
session, thi., program is defined in the 
Speech from the Throne. 

The legislative branch is composed 
of 102 Senators and 265 '.\Jembers of the 
House of Commons. \Vhen vacanciee::; 
in the Senate occur, the Prime '.\Iinister 
makes the selection to fill these. These 
appointments were formerly of life d1ir­
ation but there now exists a retirement 
clause ·which specifies age 7 5. 

The Members of the House of Com­
mons are elected by the people for a 
period not to exceed 5 years. This can 
be for a much shorter period however, 
as has been the pattern followed dur­
ing the past several years with five 
Federal General Elections taking place 
in the space of just over eight years. 

All legislation introduced by either 
house has to be passed by both houses 
and then given Royal .\ssent in order 
to become law. Bills which come before 
the House are of three types-govern­
ment bills, which deal with the legis­
lative programme of the government 
and 1d1ich are introduced by a govern­
ment l\Iember; public bills, which may 
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be introduced hv anv :.\Iember as o[ 
right and 11·hich · deal, with public law 
of the country, and private bills, which 
deal 1,·ith the rights and privileges or 
private individuals and corporations 
and which mav be introduced into 
parliament upo� petition. I at present 
have nm public bills on the Order 
Paper. At the start of a session. the,:e 
are drawn from a hat, in order to est­
abli,h their order on the agc·mla. Onh 
:: fc11· come up [or debate at a s,·ssion. 
Public hills are sponsored to test puL!ic 
opinion and, eventualh, rnanv of these 
icle:t< are accepted bv the govern111ent 
and l ll'come government bills ancl final· 
h, become l;rn·. 

The onlv rea,fm Parliament has to
meet ever�· vear i, to approve the
spending· J;ro_gram of the gm·ernment.
It i, lo'.!:ical therefore that this s]10uld
h:nc prioritv and that estimates should
he dealt with early in a session. l'nril 
the estimates have been scrutinized 
and appron:cl by Parlia111ent, the g-ov­
ernment needs to ask Parliament for
interim snpph-. This is generally grant­
ed on a one or t,\·o month basis at a 
time. The length of time is generalh
arr1\cd at by agreement. This requires
a goyernment hill. For the current 
fis(al vear, Parliament has nm\· grant­
ed inicrim supply for the cleyenth 
111011th, and if the 1%3-GG estimates 
have not been approved by the first 
week of next month, the government 
will then have to ask for interim sup· 
ph· for the twelfth and final month of 
thi, current year. The g<wernment will 
thus find themselves in an unprece-
dened situation. No one can exclusiveh 
:tcrnsc the Opposition of holding up 
these estimates. There is a backlog of 
estimates for t11·0 whole years and the 
last e,timates to be dealt with in the 
Hou,e were scanned over rather 
quickly. The Auditor General's Re· 

port would indicate that estimates need 
to he carefully scrutinized. 

The Federal GoYernment i, entrust­
ed ,l'ith pm,·er to legislate ,1·ith respect 
to peace, order and good government 
generally, and in particular a, follows: 

(;t) .'.\"ational Defence: 
(Ii) Cllrrencv and comage: 
le) Hanking: 
id) :'\ a tu ra iii;; tion a ncl aliens: 
( c I ( :riminal law: 
( ! ) Po:,tal Service:
1 g) Tracie ancl Commerce:
(h) XaYigation and Shipping.

i Lt\ in'._\" indicated Yery briefly some 
of the authority and re,ponsibility of 
the Federal Government and of Parli­
:irne11t. l want to come hack to the 
rnugc of Parliament. 

l have heard some prominent bus­
inc,, men and also some excellent 
hniiers 1rho are members of Parli­
ament say that if they ran their bus­
iness the ,vay Parliament is run they 
would go broke or, if they ran their 
farm the 1,·ay Parliament is nm, they 
would go broke. I am not disputing 
these .,tatements. I want to point out 
hmvever that Parliament is not a Board 
of Din'ctors: Parliament is a place for 
discussion and a place to ad\'ance sug­
ge,tions and ideas. The government 
carric., out the administrat iYe functions 
,1·ith the assistance of a competent staff 
of civil sen-ants. lt is the duty of 
Parliament to carefulh examine all 
government spending: it is the duty of 
Parliament to carefully examine all 
the legislation brought forward by 
governments in order to determine 
,d1ether it is in proper form and in the 
best interests of Canada. If Parliament 
did not do this, the people would have 
a right to complain; Parliament would 
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not be doing its duty and our whole 
system would be in danger of crumb­
ling. I would suggest that when a ses-
1,ion begins the government should give 
priority to the spending program and 
that legislation should be secondary. I 
personally believe that if this were 
done, Parliament would function much 
better. The practice has developed 
,d1ere emphasis is placed on legis­
lation and the estimates are placed in 
the background and often brought for­
,rnrd in the dying clays of a session. 
You 1\·ill then read a report which 
indicates that Parliament gaw blanket 
approval to a certain sum of the gov­
ernment spending program. This type 
of report is not good for the image of 
Parliament. This situation can easilv 
be rnrrected by dealing with estimate'., 
lir'-l. 

It is very important that the govern­
ment have a good House Leader. In mv 
c,timation, :i good House Leade� 
,hould be a man with many years 
experience in the House of Commons, 
;t man who has card ullv a bserved the 
moods of the House, ·one 1\·ho ha., 
organi1ed the business of the House 
and ,d10 has the knack of obtaining 
t It e rn-opera tion of all sides of the 
Home. During the long session of 
l %-l-G:i, the Government House Leader
lacked experience as well as judge­
ment. The Prime >.Iinister appoints
the House Leader and therefore has
to take the responsibility for this type
oi failure. The long session, thrornrh
the reports in the 'newspapers, raclio
and tele\·ision, helped to create a bad
image of Parliament in the minds or
people. For example, reports often re­
ferred to the flag debates as lasting six
months. >.fany people, when referring
t<J the flag debate still use the term 
'\ix months". This is erroneous; the 
llag debate lasted thirty-two days. 
Thirty two days is a long time for de-

bate but it is also a long way from six 
months. Here an image was created 
which I would say was erroneous. 

The debate on the Canada Pension 
Plan lasted over twenty days, yet I 
have heard people say that it was hast­
ily passed in the House of Commons, 
practically without discussion. Some­
how, this image was created and I 
would say it is erroneous. 

Son�etimes "·hen a debate is taking 
place m the House of Commons, I have 
heard people refer to the cost of this 
to the taxpayer. If it is a long debate, 
they say it is costing so much per day. 
This has appeared in the pres.5, report­
ing that the cost is so much. ·whether 
Parliament sits for eight months, ten 
months, or the full year, the difference 
in cost to the taxpayer is very slight. 
:.\femhers of Parliament and Senators 
receive an annual remuneration, so do 
the staff of the House of Commons. 
Therefore, any additional cost is very 
slight. I don't think it matters to the 
average citi?en whether l\fembers of 
Parliament are in session for six 
months, eight months, or continually, 
as long as thev get the necessary work 
done. 

The new rules and regulations adopt· 
eel at the last session of Parliament 
puts a limit on debates and all bus­
iness of the House. '\Vhen the new rule, 
were adopted, the lunch hour and the 
supper hour were eliminated. ;\[anv 
people are, no doubt, not aware of th{s 
and, I suggest, care less. These rule, 
were adopted on a trial basis in order 
to see whether thev would result in 
the speeding-up of the business of the 
House. 

'\Vith five parties in the House of 
Commons, debate on many matters has 
often been extended. It has also created 
more bickering- and political manoeuv­
ering. This also has not helped the 
image of Parliament. 
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The news media of this country and 
all those associated with it have a defin­
ite rn,ponsibility. Their responsibilty 
is ,to give factual and correct reports, 
or reporting. Dealing with the nation's 
business and, in fact anything relating 
to our country, should not be reported 
in a sensational manner. Straight, fac­
tual reporting may make for dry, dull 
reading and listening. However, it is 
not likely to create any erroneous 
images or impressions. I am not so 
naive as to exonerate politicians from 
their obligation and responsibility to 
keep the image of Parliament at a high 
level. They have a definite duty in this 
reg·arcl. From my own experience in the 
House, there are times when there has 
been •too much bickering, too much 
political manoeuver,ng and even too 
much talking going on. There are times 
when silence is golden. \Ve would have 
a more orderly House if l\Iembers 
would exercise more self-discipline and 
restraint. There are no doubt difficul­
ties ,in achieving these objectives for 
one is dealing with human frailties. 

Our aim should be to hold the image 
of Parliament at a high leYCl. \Ve all 
ha\'C some responsibility in doing this. 

The position of Prime :\finister is 
the most trying and difficult job there 
is in Canada. \\' e have a lot of arm­
chair quarterbacks who always know 
what should have been done. This is 
an easy assmnption ,rhen you are not 
called upon to make the decision. 
You have all heard of the "hot seat", 
on some of the ,television programs. In 
the House of Commons at the opening 
of each day, the Prime lVIinister and 
his Cabinet are on the hot seat; this is 
during the question period. This is 
not an easy task, especially for the 
Prime :\Iinister, for he receives the 
brunt of this enquiry. 

Being a :\fember of Parliament ha, 
its up and downs, for it di.,rupts one's 

normal way of life. However, it is an 
experience which you cannot buy nor 
acquire by attending school or uni­
versity. Some perhaps consider politics 
a dirty game. l\Iy own experience is 
that politics i., an honaurable game and 
that the majority of people who seek 
office are honest, have integTity and 
are public-minded, with a desire to do 
good for their fellow man. I would 
recommend that any public-spirited 
individual set his goal towards becom­
ing a :\Iember of Parliament. 

Our system of government, at time,;, 
may appear to be inefficient. Just like 
the businessman said, "If I operated 
my business the way Parliament 
operated, I would go broke." This may 
be true. Sometimes the wheels of gen -
ernment move verv slowlv and on 
reflection, I think 'this is logical' for 

C ' 

1\·hen one is dealing ,vith legislation 
affecting the lives of all Canadians. 
and often future generations as well, 
one has to be certain that this leo-is­
lation will do the job it is intendec{' to 
do. Legislation sometimes h,1s a ten­
dency of curing one problem but 
creating another. It is therefore im­
portant that all angles be scrutinized 
and studied. 

Our system of government, even with 
all its faults and shortcomings, is the 
best system that has ever been devised. 
Let us all, therefore, uphold, maintain 
and protect ,that system. Let us all 
do our part to restore the image ol

Parliament to the high level and 
respect which is its heritage and which 
it should have. \Ve could have thi, 
objective a.s one of our Centennial pro­
jects-a project ,vhich would not cost 
the taxpayers one penny but, neverthe­
less, 1\·ould be most rewarding to all ol 

us. 
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WHITEFISH AND PIKE ARE PRIME 

KEYSTONE EXPORTS 

G. F. Jonasson 

A high spot in ::\!anitoba exporting 
the last two or three years has been 
m·erseas markets for fresh-water fish. 

Sales already made-2 1.1' million lbs. 
up lo December :11-and tne prospect 
tnev mav increase are proving an irn­
por'tant boost to the province;s fishing 
mdustry. 

The 19Gfi export movement got 
under way Jan. 24 with loading of two 
carloads at \Vinnipeg by Keysone Fish­
eries Ltd. to fill an 80,000-lb. order 
from Holland. Three other cars await 
loading as soon as shipping space is 
available to fill a 109,000-lb. order for 
Scandinavian countries. 

One man's efforts started and 
expanded the trade. He is G. F. Jonas­
son, Keysone president and managing 

director. The firm has operated 111 

Winnipeg since 1930. 
::\fanitoba's fishing industry had al­

ways been largely dependent on U.S. 
markets. But for years Jonassson 
nursed the iclea there were potential 
market., in Europe, although his as­
sociates thought it a dream. 

By mail, he kept knocking on the 
doors of overseas importers. 

First breakthrough came in January 
I 962. A firm on France's Mediter­
ranean coast asked the Canadian Em­
bassy in Paris for names of Manitoba 
£irms. The embassy recommended Key­
stone. 

The inquiry was relayed to \\Tin­
nipeg and Jonasson answered with a 
2,000-1b. sample shipment. It proved 
satisfactory. Before the end of the year 
came two orders for 29,000 lbs. in Oc­
tober, and for 26,000 in December. 

After the first, Jonasson made a hur­
ried trip to .Europe. His inquiries con­
firmed there ·was a possible steady 
market at least in France. And this 
could be extended -to other countries. 
That was all he wanted to know, he 
says. 

Back home, he started to explore 
other markets, again by mail. Browsing 
through a magazine, he noticed an 
item announcing publication of The 
Scandinavian Fishing Year Book An­
nual, printed 111 Copenhagen. He 
ordered a copy. 

Soon he received a 600-page volume 
listing more than 1,000 firms in the 
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fish busine&5. He picked two, and wrote 
to ask if they might be interested. 

A five-line reply from one politely 
said no. A two"page letter from the 
other said they were very interesed. 

Jonas,on packaged six fish and sent 
them off by air express. Two weeks 
later, he got a long-distance phone 
call asking if he had inventory supply 
of the quality of the sample. Keystone 
had 97.000 lbs. A price was agreed and 
shipment was requested as soon a, 
refrigeration space was available. 

Jonasson shipped the lot on open 
account, freight charges prepaid. The 
shipment, wrote the consignee, was 
highly satisfacory. But the firm was 
more interested in why it had been 
shipped on open account without the 
usual preliminary credit arrangements. 

Jonasson answered he took it for 
granted the standing of the company 
and its long record wa.5 enough assur­
ance he wasn't taking any risks. Busi­
ness relations have continued on thi5 
basis since. 

This deal was in November, 1963. 
The next order from the same comp· 
any was for 206,000 lbs-

In the same way, Jonasson has 
pioneered markets for ::\fanitoba fish 

JANET MADDEN'S SPORTS 

SUCCESS STORY CONTINUES 

Janet ::\fadden, high school student 
of Daniel :McIntyre Collegiate, has 
again distinguished herself, this time 
in indoor field events. In January at 
an indoor meet of champions at the 
Arena in 'Winnipeg she ,vas the winner 
of four events. Early in February in 
a meet in Vancouver, in which aithletes 
for all over North America participat­
ed, she was one of four girls who broke 

in France, the Netherlands, Germanv 
and the Scandinavian countries. Cur­
rently, he is corresponding with about 
50 firms, some in communist countrie, 
and some in Australia. Already he ha, 
one inquiry from Russia. 

The day after the recent shipments 
to Holland, Keystone had to refuse ;1 

phone order from a New York broker 
for overseas destination because sup­
plies weren't available to fill it. 

Dollar value of shipments already 
made may he less than $750,000. But 
the significance of the new export 
markets is that fishermen are getting 
more for their catch. 

Of the 2% million pounds exported 
to Derember 31, about 600,000 pounds 
was whitefish. The rest has been vari­
eties of which ::\fanitoba produces a 
surplus-much of it jackfish or nor -
thern pike which are not always read­
ily saleable in domestic or U.S. mark 
ets. 

Because of the new export demand. 
prices per lb. being paid fishermen 
for jackfish, at about 14c, have 
doubled. And, for whitefish, prices to 
fishermen have advanced 30% to 40S; . 

From The Financial Post, March 5, 66 

the Canadian record for 300 yards. 
Her time was 36.5 ,�econds. 

In the Red River Relays held later 
in February in the Arena in \Vinnipeg, 
Janet won ithe 320 yard sprint, estab­
lishing a Canadian record of 39.3 sec. 
She anchored the Daniel McIntyre 440 
yard relay team ,d10 won the race in 
1: 15.6, repeating their Canadian re­
cord of the year before- Janet was de­
dared the outstanding athlete of the 
Reel River Relay Meet. 
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Letter From Kenya 
Excerpts from a letter from 

MRS. J. W. DOWNEY 

THE J. W. DOWNEY FAMILY SETS OUT FOR KENYA - James Downey is teach­

ing at the Teachers College at Kagumo, Nejeri, in Kenya. The four childen are 

(left to rightl Gregory, James, Pamela and Laura Jean. Mrs Downey is a d'aughter 

of Mr. and Mrs. W. Kristjanson, of 1117 Wolseley Ave. Winnipeg. 

Kenyatta Day 

Kenyatta Day has come and gone 
with no uprisings. Rumours have been 
flying around the compound that 
Smith woulcl declare unilateral in­
dependence and that there would be 
violent reactions here. All was quiet. 
Kenyatta setting the tenor of the 
celebratiom with a very statesman-like 
speech calling for peace, the cessation 
of in ter-tri'bal rivalry and further har­
ambee efforts; i.e., everyone working 
together to build a strong nation. 

.\pparently in past years on Kenyatta 
Day the people were asked to fast, no 
drinking or smoking and they were Lo 
walk in bare feel. Young men from 
the youth group., were quite abusive 
if anyone was caught going against 
regulations. This year everything \\·as 
rather sta.id and formal. Danres were 
held in most areas on Tuesday nig·h t 
and on \\' ednesday the celebrations 
took the form of tribal dances put 0:1 

for spectators in stadiums and .;peeche, 
by ,·arious ca!Jinet ministers. 
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Dr. Kiano, the l\f.P. for Kiambu, wa-: 
pre.,ent at Ruringo Stadium, a few 
miles from Kagumo. He looked rna�·­
ni!icent in hi, Cololrns monkey skin 
attire. Apparently he was the life of 
the party the previous night at the 
Outspan Hotel. He danced with all 
the ladies and endeared himself to our 
next door neighbor by gfring her the 
,pecial Indian greeting. \\'e have some 
man-elous shots of the tribal dances. 

David Livingstone, a native teacher 

Yesterday, I met Davie! Living,tonc, 
a teacher at one of the local schools. I 
had been to obscn-e a demonstration 
lesson he had given to a group of 
teachers taking a course at the college. 
They had been teaching in the vern­
acular and now ·were going to teach 
all courses in English. Although David 
has only Grade 7 plus teaching train­
ing and only three years using the Eng­
lish medium he is an amazing person. 
He is as bright as a button, just full 
of verve and personality. He had the 
teachers eating out of the palm of his 
hand. Some of them ·were real old­
timers. In fact, one of them had taught 
David at school. There arc rumors that 
David may be comin;.\· on staff at Ka­
gumo. If he does he has promised to 
teach me Kikuyu. 

A Visit to Nairobi 

On Thur,day and Fridav Gary took 
us out to the Prisons Craft shop in 
:\airobi, where items made at prisons 
all over Kenya are on display. Their 
,rnrk is ab.mlutcly gorgeous. \Ve saw a 
beautiful solid mahogany desk for 
about $23.00, Scandinavian type chain 
for $17.00 and a solid mahogany coffee 
table for about $17.00. The prisoners 
also do such things as ,mod-carvings, 
shoe-making, and ,weaving sisal mats, 
etc. \Ve saw a pair of shoes made from 

an elephant's ear. Trades such as these 
arc important here and the program is 
geared to give the chaps a trade when 
they get out of prison. 

A Journey to Malindi 

The road trip to :\Ialindi was quite 
a fascinating experience. The local 
people of the Giriami and Duruma 
tribes are relatively untouched by civil­
ization. The women are bare-topped, 
except for their beads and armhando 
and have grass skirts, which they keep 
covered by a cloth ,rnund around their 
bottoms. \\'atching them walk with 
bundles on their heads, in some caS'..'5 
balancing a couple of odd-shaped 
bundles, is quite an experience. I have 
never seen such grace of movement. 

Returning to Kagumo 

On the way up we Incl a beautiful 
,ight of Mt. Kilimanjaro, the snow­
capped top gleaming over the top of 
another range of hills. Driving up the 
hill., around here makes one feel one 
is going up over the top of the world 
and off into the clouds. The clouds 
,ecm to hover below the edge of th:: 
hills. ,\h> near here 0•1e drive>, by the 
Tabh :\fountains. It is quite a ,ig·ht to 
sec the miles o[ flat-topped mountain 
range. 

Christmas at :Mombasa -

on the Indian ocean. 

,\, I sit here on the ,d1ite sands on 
the beach of the Indian Ocean, S:30 
a.m., Christmas morning, watching the
sun come up oYer the horizon, with the
breeze wafting gently through the
palm trees behind us. my tlwught.'i
wander home. People here haYe tried
to bring a little of the northern Christ
mas by putting up lights, decorating
feathery green branches from one of
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the local trees and setting up cards. 
However, it is not home. 

Christmas Eve we had a couple of 
special treats. The children in the 
camp, that is most of the girls, got to­
gether during the week and put on a 
full-scale production of Cinderella at 
the social centre of the camp. The 
children used a variety of costuming, 
including such things as a nylon 
negligee for Cinderella's dress or a 
pair of black tights for the prince. The 
primary schools in Kenya have the 
children put on a lot of stage produc­
tions and it was very ·well done. After 
the play the children sang a number 
of carols for the group. 

Later in the cyening we heard .sing­
ing and sai\' lights bobbing up and 
dm1-n along the road. ,\ group of 
children ancl a couple of men, local 
S11·ahili of the Salvation Army. or 
Ge,lrn (,\nny), as they arc called here. 
came around singing Swahili carols 
ancl ,ornc old fayoritcs s1mg· with the 
local touch. Some of the children had 
a small drum-like instrument made 
with cornanut .,hells. Janet tells rnc 
that up in X,cri at the local church 
they use gourds strung ·with hide fm 
drums, and sticks for rhythm instn1-
mcnts. Some Canadian friends of mu-s 
from ::\fcru who are staying at another 
beach, dropped in for dinner at the 
evening .so it ,1-as a little more home\. 
,\pparently at their camp, Father 
Christmas ,ms going to rise up and out 
of the sea, probably coming in on an 
Arab dhow. 

Ships from all OYCr the world have 
been coming into port at :\Iombasa 
over the past few clays. Apparently 
most ships in the area try to arrive 
here for Christmas. In achlition to the 
regular shipping a huge British air­
craft carrier, the Eagle, arrived, and 

other oil tankers and war vessels were 
turned back from ,the port at Dar es 
Salaam. The harbour can be seen from 
the Likoni Ferry which we have to 
cross and it was quite a sight to see

the ships in port strung across the 
channel, all lit up with Christmas 
lights. \Ve had gone into town Thurs­
dav night with Dennis and Marv 
Sparks, Canadians from Kagumo. The 
city was really hopping with 1500 men 
from the Eagle, others from the Am­
erican frigate Dido and other assorted 
ships. ?\fost of the local people and 
their children-Swahili, Arab, Asian 
and A.frican, seemed to be out for the 
night also. \Ve stopped for dinner at ;1 

small Asian hotel called the Taj. It 
·was a real dump down a narrow little
street off the main road but the food
was delicious. I had curried prawns.
a shell fish somewhat like shrimp. \Ye
sa11· some beautiful carved travs and
table sets from Ka.,hrnir, which I, would
just love to get.

Life here is vcrv slow and cverv­
thing mon·s at a s·nail's pace (inclu(l­
ing me). Driving do,n1 the road one 
can see people h·inr.; in the bongh., of 
trees. Lizih· eating 0Ll!H\·es, pineapples. 
or man:�o'.:,, etc. One can we the local 
,\·omen drawing water from wells or 
pounding a root \Tc;c:ahlc with a lcJllc; 
mortar and pestle·type apparatus. A 
local fisherman comes dailv on hi,, 
bicycle with fresh fish in 'a basket. 
Another chap brings fresh fruit daily 
and this morning ,ve got three lovclv 
cocoanuts for 15 cents. It is so ho't 
when you move away from the breeze 
that it is easier to sit here than to trv
to go around sight-seeing. \Ve dicl, 
however, take the children to see Fort 
Jesus, an old Portuguese fort built in 
1595, and the lost city of Gedi, an old 
Arab city. 
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Distinguished Danish Scholar 

Visits Winnipeg 

Professor Hans Bekker-Nielsen 

Proi'cs or l Lim l\cckkcr-Niclscn. a 
di�,ti:u1i,.hccl mcdieya]ist from the l'ni­
Ycrsi�v of Copenhagen and now a Vis­
itino- 'Professor at the Pontifical Insti· 

M tutc of :\feclienl "ituclies at the l'n;-
Yebitv of Toronto, visited \\'innipcg 
in :\(arch thi, vear. During his visit 
there ( on :\larch, 3rd) he lectured to a 
joint scs,ion of "Fr6n", the \\'innipeg 
·chapter of the Icel:mdi:· Natio:
League. and of the Ic-clamhc Canadian 
Cluh. In his talk he gave an interest­
ing ,ummary of the history of the re­
n01n1ed centre of Icelandic studies in 
Copenhagen, an institute which fit­
tinolv bears the name of its founder, 

C, ; 

Arni :\Iagm.'1sson, the man ,d10 
brought to it the invaluable collection 
of Icelandic manuscripts about two 
and a half centuries ago. The follow­
ing day, Friday, :\Jarch 11th, Professor 
Bekker·N ielsen was scheduled to lee-

ture to ,tudents and members of staff 
at the l'niversity of :\fanitoha on The
Icelandic Sagas and their 1Iedieval 
European Backg-rotmd. l'nfortunately 
;: record breaking 1Jli11ard brought all 
intellectual actiYities at the l'niversitv 
of :\Lmitoha to a sudden halt on that 
da\·. i fowe\·er students and staff mem­
iJc;-, ffCl-C fortunate enough to hear 
Prolc,sor Bekker-Nielsen on :\larch 
l l th when he stopped hriefly in \Vin-
11ip('c!, to give his prcvioush announced
lcct urc.

In recent months Professor Bekker­
:\iclscn h,1., visited numerc>u, uniYer­
,ities in Cmada and the l 1nited States 
to lecture in his special field of inter· 
est which includes rnainlv Old Norse, 
Icelandic literature on which he has 
written a number of scholarly works. 
These include articles published in 
such reputable journals as Medieval
Studies (Toronto), Germanic Review 
(Columbia), Frboskaparrit (a Farnese 
journal), and l\Iaal og -:\Iinne (Oslo). 
He has also made yery substantial 
contributions to the 1\·ell known series 
Rihliotheca Arnamagrneana (Copen­
hagen). In collaboration with the Dan­
ish scholars Damsgaard Olsen and Ole 
"

1idding he has ,vritten A History of 
Ancient ScandinaYian Literature, pub­
lished in 1965 by the University Press 
in Copenhagen. vVith Professor vVid­
ding he has written the biography of 
Arni :\Iagnusson. Furthermore, Profes­
sor Bekker-Niel.sen is a 1\·ell known 
translator of Icelandic literature into 
Danish. Among his translations is one 
of a �rnrk by Rev. J (m Halldorsson, 
one of Davia Stefansson's Gullna hlii">-
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io, and one of a book by J 611 Sveins­
son (N onni). 

In addition to the already mention­
ed publications Professor Bekker-Niel­
,en has served as assistant editor of the 
Arnamagnean Dictionary of Old Norse 
and contributed to the well known 
Lexicon of Medieval Scandinavian 
Culture and History. Furthermore his 
name is listed among the contributors 

to the New Catholic Encyclopedia.
Last, but by no means least, he is the 
editor of the impressive and exceeding­
ly useful Bibliography of Old Norse,

Icelandic Studies. 

It is safe to assume th,tt Professor 
Bekker-.Niclscn's visit to North Amer­
ica will further inerest in Old Nor�e, 
Icelandic Studies. H. Bessason

Dr .. 0. Stuart Houston Wins Award 

Dr. C. Stuart Houston, son of Dr. 
C. J. Houston and Dr. Sigga C. Hous·
ton of Yorkton, Sask., was the only
Canadian among candidates who last
fall ,rere given awards offered hy the
James Picken Foundation in l rnited
Sutc,. The program of award.s, an­
nounced by the National Academy of
Sciences national research council, arc
given to selected candidates for the
support of research and training in
radiology and nuclear medicine. Foun­
daion funds ·were approved for candi·
dates for four advanced acaclcrnic fr].
lmrships and fiw research fellow.ships.
In addition 11 new research granh
,\'UC adclecl to the nine carried from 
the previous year, and two new schol· 
Jars joined the four already being .-;up­
ported. 

Close to '.!00 such awards haye bee;1 
made to individuals and institutions, 
both in the United States and abroad. 

,ince the program ,ras inaugurated 
l .J year., ago to broaden the knowledge
and improve the teaching of radiology.

Dr. Houston graduated in medicine 
in 1951 from the University of Man­
itoba and last year received his fellow· 
,hip in the Royal College of Physicians 
in radiology. He is presently lecturer 
in diagnostic radiology at the Univer­
.,itv of Saskatchewan where he is con­
cl ucting research in the configuration 
of vertebral bodies in retarded chi]· 
clrcn unable to walk, as compared ,\-ith 
the pattern of vertebral bodies in re­
,pon,c to 1rcight-bearing in normal 
children. 

Dr. Houston's mother is the former 
Sigga Christianson, also a graduate in 
medicine from the University of l\fan· 
i toba. She is the daughter of :\Ir. and 
:\Irs. Gcir Christianson of \Vynyard. 
Sask. 
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4 YEARS IN MALAYSIA 

Courtesy-Regina Leader Post. 

R'.'vcrend and :\Irs. ,valter J. Moris and family 

;z-·\ "Tend :tnd \fl;_ \\ :i
1tcr ]. \!ori,. 

or I !e•cna. \Iont:rna. ier• in .\,:i!,"ll'-t. 
]%,. r,,r Je-dton, Saliah, lormcrh 
:\' or:.h Bo,·nco. R�·\-crcml \I or;s is con­
cl uctin2 :in Enu,li,h-spc:ikirn; ministry 
there in re pon,:c to a request from 
the lwal scH-sustaining clrnrch, re­
ceived hv the Luther:tn Church of .\m­
crica. The period or ,en i: c ,,·ill k· 
four \'ears. 

\f;-_ and \frs. \[ori, arc shmn1 on 
the picture ,1·ith their four children, 

a02c four to ten vears: (left to right) 
I•>rL Karin, Kristina and Eric. 

\Irs. \loris is the former ,\lena 
Hal,or,on, or Regina, whose mother. 
\frs. H. T. HalYorson, is the former 
Jona Jonasson, from Selkirk, daug-hter 
or Bjarni :ind Thonmn, one t•ime res­
idents of Hallson, :\'orth Dakota, and 
later or Selkirk and Regina. 

The following extract from an 
article ty Ernie \Iutimcr in the Uni· 
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ver.5ity of :\fanitoba Alumni Journal, 
,vinter, 1966, depicts the series of in· 
oculations and vaccinations prescribed 
for our people proceeding on assign­
ments in tropical Africa and Asia. 

"The choice made, forthwith the 
paper war began. 

:\fiscellaneous forms, statutory de­
clarations, passport applications, in­
voices, last ·wills, testaments, testimoni­
als, shopping lists, and bank statements 
were routine enough, and eventually 
completed. 

But the concomitant assault by sever­
al graduates of the medical faculty was 
rather unexpected, Hypodermics in im­
posing array appeared from mysterious 
desk drawers. Ampules of strange 
liquids were injected in endless volume 
into the family bloodstream. 

After sewral weeks of harsh jabs, 
·we 11·ere chemicallv immune to most
planetary diseases.

\Iy \l"ife, however, quietly developed 
blood poisoning. 

Heaven protect her from rusty 
needles! 

The cure? Of course, another needle 
this one sterile, large, antibiotic. 

' 

But this nrn,s invasion bv the med­
ical profession was cntirelv' successful. 
,vith the exception of tha:t usual trop· 
ical digestive adjustment, which ap· 
peared faithfully on schedule and in­
capacitated us in turn for twentv-four 
hours, we remained healthv tl11:01wh-

, b 

out the tour. 
Preventive medicine had won on 

points" -W.K. 

Splendid Scholastic Record 
Mrs. Lillian Vilborg (nee Bjarnason) 

MacPherson, ·wife of Lorne "
r

· \Iac­
Pherson of Seattle, "\Vashington has :1 
splendid scholastic career. In 1955 she 
1\·as the winner of a scholastic award 
for the highest standing at Sargent 
Park School. In 1957 she was the Vale­
dictorian m Daniel \Icintyre Col· 
legiate and in 1958 she wa.s awarded 
a go,ernor-general's medal. 

Mrs. \IacPherson graduated in Arts 
from the University of Saskatchewan 
in 1961, winner of two scholarships. 
She obtained the degree of Master of 
Librarianship from the Univen,itv of 
, Vashington, Seattle, in 1965 and 'pre­
sently is Bibliographer in the Law 
Library, University of Washington. 

Lillian Vilborg MacPherson is the 
daughter of Hafsteinn and Lillian 
Bjarnason, now of Regina, Sask. Her 
nrnternal grandparents John and Helga 
Johannson, live in Lundar, and her 

Mrs. Lillian Vilhorg :\IacPherson 

paternal grand parents were the late 
Jacob F. and Vilborg Bjarnason, of 
,vinnipeg, both deceased. 
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THE THREE MID-WINTER CONCERTS 

For the past 47 years the Icelandic 
National League has held its annual 
3-day c01wention in \Vinnipeg begin­
ning on the 3rd '.\fonday in Februarv.
Each evening has usually been devoted
to concert, and for the last 20 years
or so these have been sponsored by
Fr{m, the 'Winnipeg chapter of the
League, the Icelandic Canadian Club
and the League executive, 111 that 
order. 

The last three sessions of the con­
vention have been held in the Parish 
Hall of the First Lutheran Church 
and for the first time this year all the 
concerts were also held there. All were 
well attended, the audience number­
ing from 250 to 300 people. 

Mr. Jakob F. Krisjansson, president 
of Fr6n, presided over its concert held 
on '.\Jonday evening. February 21. The 
main attraction was the appearance of 
a guest artist from Iceland, the ,vell­
known actor and singer Brynj61fur 
J6hannesson. He is a man of varied 
and impressive talents and his reading 
of the 4th act of the play "Gullna Hli5-
i5" by the late Davi5 Stef.insson ·wa, 
masterly as was his rendering of the 
comic song "Seltjarnamesi5." Other 
items on the programme were vocal 
solos by Joy Gislason Autenbring. a 
singer of promise, and a duet by tlw 
young sisters Laureen and Carol \Ve,t· 
dal, a charming and gifted pair. On 
behalf of the League, the president, 
the Rev. Philip :\I. Petursson made a 
presentation of an engraved silver 
bowl to Ambassador Pctur J. Thor­
steinsson and '.\Irs. Thorsteinsson. 
Either by accident or design the sing­
ing of 0, Canada and God Save the 
Queen was omitted and this practice 
was followed on succeeding nights-an 
innovation of doubtful merit. 

The concert sponsored by the Ice­
landic Canadian Club was held on 
Tuesday evening·, Februarv 22. It ·wa, 
well conduoted by the Club president. 
"\fr. J. J. Amason, and offered a variety 
of good entertainment. The speaker 
of the evening was Mr- Eric Stefanson, 
'.\f.P. for the Serkirk comtituency in 
'.\Ianitoba. This 1\',l.', a thoughfnl and 
well prepared address dealing with the 
day to day working of parliament. It 
contained few political overtones other 
than some obsen-ations on the useful­
ness of the .,o callecl B and B Commis 
sion. A delightful and distinctive 
flavour ·\\'as given to the gathering bv 
the appearance of a youthful group 
of Ukrainian folk dancers who per­
formed with singular verve and skill. 
Other items were -vocal .solos by Alda 
Halldorsson, who possesses a -voice or

rare quality, and songs by a group of 
ten that recently appeared on the local­
ly .produced televi.,ion show Canadians 
All. \\Tith one or two exceptions the 
songs had not been heard before in 
this city and many would have pre­
ferred 1�10re familiar selections. On thi, 
occasion, however. the group had sel­
ected, songs written in the idiom of tra­
ditional Icelandic folk music and thus 
broken ne,\· ground. Technically, the 
performance of ,the group was more 
than adequate and blend and balance 
left little to be desired. 

On behalf of the magazine and the 
Club, Judge Linda!, the editor-in-chief 
and f ohn Arnason, the president, pre· 
sented Ambassador Petur J Thorsteins­
son with bound volumes of the mag­
azine from the beginning. This was fol­
lowed by aJwarcls to  students presented 
by Judge Linda!, chairman of the Can­
ada-Iceland Foundation and John 
Amason, tl1e Club president. 
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The \ Vednesday evening concert 
open eel 1\·ith introductory remarks by 
the League president, the Rev. Philip 
:.\f. Pctursson. The main speaker was 
His Excellency :.\fr. Pc'tur J. Thor· 
stcin,s011 1\·ho gave an informative and 
exhaustive account of Iceland's foreign 
relations ancl it, participation in anc! 
contributions to the work of various 
international organi1ation,,. He �poke 
with authority and conviction and left 
no doubt in the minds of his lis,tcner, 
that Iceland will be ably representer! 
wherever he goes. In this we mav vicar­
iously take 'pride. As had be�n the 
case on :.\londay evening, the perform­
ance of Brynj<'>lfur J{>hannesson "\\·a, 
greatly enjoyed. The main selection 
was a reading of excerpts from Hallclc'>r 
Kiljan Laxness' "1slandsklukkan". 
Herc, perhaps, the audience was not 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROl\I 

sufficienly familiar "ll'ith the work to 
enjoy it fully. "\fore to its liking were 
-the songs ancl ditties rendered "il'ith the
expressive gestures ancl ,ocal a2;ilitv 
characteristic of this accomplished art­
ist. To complete the programme were 
solo., by Doreen Borgfjord "·hose fine 
H>icc 11·as heard to ad\·antage in ;1 

scnsiti\T interpretation of ;1 number of
old "lcclanclic" fanmrites. Elma Gisb­
son and Snjolaug Sigunl,on \\·ere the
accompanists at all the concerts.

ft is becoming apparent that a good 
many of our Icelandic people in the 
city arc making it a point to attend 
all �he entertainment., helcl in con 
nection "ll'ith the Leac;ue convention. 
This is a clc\·elopmcnt encouraging to 
those who are devotin[; their effort, 
to the preservation of our ancestral 
traditions. -H. Th. 

Nora and Gustaf Kristjanson 

The arrival of the fall issue of the 
Icelandic Canadian certainly ,brought 
us in touch with v\Tinnipeg once more. 
\Ve're so involved with the activitie, 
of preparing lessons and other matters 
of the school routine that we don't 
have a great deal of spare time for any­
thing. Also, we have no newspapers or 
television, and one can almost forget 
the existence at times of the outside 
world. 

As always, the magazine is filled with 
interesting articles and items, includ­
ing the editorial. May we take this op­
po11tunity to congratulate you on your 
appointment to the Committee survey­
ing the work of the Canadian Pension 
Comrnis.sion. 

\Ve find our experience here a most 
interesting one. One of the very useful 
things about an experience such as this 

is the ·way in "ll·hich one can rid one­
self of ill-founclccl preconceived ideas. 
Although in manv "·avs a verv isolated 
spot. this is not jt;st a "pastora,l'' Indian 
village. The natives here are trving 
to adjmt to the twentieth centurv, just 
as elsewhere. I expect that later in the 
searnn I ,\·ill be able to contrihu te 
something that can be used in the Ice­
landic Canadian, and it 1\'ill likeh 
have something of an "ethnic" con­
notation in one way or another. 
Incidentally, Norah aml I have been 
asked to serve with the lo,·al Centennial 

Committee, so you see this Centennial 
business penetrate., to the farthest 
reaches of the country. 

Norah and Gustaf, 
Box "HJ, C:unpbcll Island, 

Bella Bella, B. C. 
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by Loftur Bjamason

The \ \'yoming ·win cl., can be cold at 
any time of the year, but in December 
they cut to the bone. The\· can blow 
hard enough to drive pm;·dery snm\· 
right through the chinks around the 
·windows of a well built house. "\\'hv,
I remember that the wind blc,\· ;o
hare! one December ni'!,ht that it tipped
over a how,e trailer that I 1\·as t<rn:in•,

,-, 

home from Denver. But that was vears
later. I started out to tell about the
woll'-skin coat and how it almost co.,t
me mv life. It all happened ·while 
Teddy Roosevelt wa-, in the \\'hite 
I louse. \\'e were livin•1; on a ranch in 
the ,1·cstern part of \\'vomi1w-just 
1\'Cst of the rnn t incn ta] ci'i\ ide_:.�l'l�cre 
temperatures of .'lO to 10 degrees be­
low zero arc not at all trncommo:1 from 
the middle of De:em!·c:· until the end 
of February and ,1·herc the wind seems 
to blow all the time. 

I had jt·.•t turned fiftce:1. liut I was 
big for mv ag-c and had ber•11 doino- ·1 l / �' .,_, h ( 

man's work around the ranch for at 
least a year. During the summer I had 
pitched hay riµ;ht along 1\·ith the crew 
until all had marvdled al mv strength 
and endurance. One night I heard mv 
clad tell my morn: "You krnrw, Sall,:, 
if that Loy .Joe continues to grow ar{d 
work as hard next S'.'n1rnr:r a, he has 
done this summer, I'm going to have 
to pay him a man's wages just like the 
rest of the crew." :\fy dad didn't know 
that I had heard him sav this, for he 
thought I was asleep, but it made me

feel like a full grown man all the rest 
of the summer. 

But 1d1en fall came instead of letting 
me ride round-up with the cow hands, 
he made me go back to school ,vith the 
other youngsters. This was a terrible 
let dmn1, but I tried not to let it 
bother me too much. I still had my 
string of traps, and every evening I 
would .,ct olf after school to make the 
rounds. Depending on the weather it 
would take me anywhere from an hour 
and a half to two hours to make the ten 
mile circuit to sec 1vhat the day's catch 
bad brought in. Saturdavs, Sundays 
and holid;tys were always 'the best be� 
ca use I could get to the traps early 
enough to prevent any damage to the 
pelt., from t.he coyotes, the crows, and 
the other predators 11·hith 1\'ou!d some­
times cbmage a gooll skin or even cat 
the animal if it was left too Ion;:; in the 
trap. 

Thing, went 11·ell enou,c;h until the 
end of :\"overnbcr ,d1c11 it began to 
gn terribly cold. I rc:1bed that if I 
1\'as g ·oing to continue tranpino- all win­
ter-\nd it is preciselv fn th: winter 
that the pelts are really prime and 
command the highest prices-I was go­
ing to need a much better and warmer 
coat than the old hancl·mc-clml'n sheep­
skin jacket that my older brother had 
given to me when it became too small 
for him to 1,1-ear. Not that it had not 
been a good jacket in its clay. I re­
member how envious I was when he 
first got it. He let me trv it on and 
wear \t once in a while, but never let 
me forget that it belonged ta him and
not to me. It was really a beautiful 

t 
' 

a 
I 
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jacket when it was new, but two years 
of hard usage and rough wear had 
rubbed the fleece off on the imide, 
especially in the arms, and had actually 
worn the skin off in spots so that what 
11·as left of the fleece stuck out through 
the holes. :\Iother had patched both 
elbmrs and across the shoulders, but 
it 1\'as so thin that it scarcely held out 
a good stiff breeze, much less a '\Vyom­
ing ,1·incl in December. 

"\Ve were sitting in the front room 
:1ftcr Thanksgiving dinner ·with a wile! 
11·ind roaring ou tsicle, swirling the 
snow into huge drifts, and the pot­
bellied stove almost red hot in the 
corner of the room, when my uncle 
who had heen listening to my futile 
pleas for my father to get me a better 
<oat, said suddenly: ""\\'hat you need, 
Joe, is a 1rnlf-skin coat. There's nothing 
like a ,rnlf skin to cut the wine!." I 
couldn't decide whether my uncle 
meant 1d1at he said or whether he was 
ha,·ing a little fun, !mt I couldn't help 
but look over to the wall where my 
uncle's big wolf-skin coat 1\'as hanging 
lrom an antler prong. It was roomy and 
,haggy, with a high, full collar that 
<ould be turned up so as almost to hide 
one's head and with sleeves that were 
11·idc at the shoulder hut tapered clown 
lo tight 11Tists. lt ,ras long, coming 
< !car clown to the middle of my uncle's
( a I \-CS. The Iron t folded over and was
held together with small polished
\\'ooden pegs which went through
buckskin loops. It ·was indeed a hand·
,omc coat and one that 1\'ould keep
the wearer warm in any kind of cold
()r wind.

"Yes, l'nclc Dan, that is exactly the 
kind of a coat that I need, but how 
;1111 I to get it? 1\Iost of the 1wolves 
around here have been killed off, and 
anyway, the largest trap that I have 
11·otdd no more hold a wolf than ,l 

piece of string would hold our old 
Short Horn bull.'' 

"For a trapper, you're not very well 
informed," replied my uncle. "It's true 
that for a while they 1\·ere pretty well 
cleaned out-what with the bounty on 
them an' all-but thev still neak in. 
I don't know whether they come clown 
from Canada or where they come from. 
hut they arc around. Ben Chichester 
was telling me only yesterday that they 
had got one of his spring lambs. He 
came across the torn up carcass scarce Iv 
more than a mile r'rom his hous�. 
There must have been at least five in 
the pack to judge from the tracks." 

"\\'hy, the Chiche,ters don't live 
more than a fe,v miles away," broke in 
my younger sister with a gasp. "To 
think that there are 1rnlf packs roam­
ing right around here. I'll be scared 
lo go out to the barn after dark." 

"If you want a 11·olf-coat," continued 
my uncle, "ancl want to clo the neigh­
borhood a real favor, go after this pack. 
c\s to traps, I have a brace of them 
hanging in the barn that you can use 
as long as you like. I know they'll hold 
a wolf because they've clone it before." 

"Daniel Hollaclav, how vou carrv 
on," declared mv ;�unt. "Tl1is boy (, 
only fourteen y�ars old and way , too 
voung lo go alter a pack of vicious 
,rnlves. \\'hy, they'd tear him to pieces." 

'Tn1 fifteen nm\·, Aunt Lily," I inter· 
posed milclly. 

"I don't even care if you're eighteen,'' 
she answered; you're no match for a 
pack of hungry wolves." 

Neither my mom nor dad said any­
thing, but I knew what they were 
thinking. 1\Iy mom didn't even approve 
of my trapping jack rabbits and other 
small game, but knew that it was use· 
less to tell me that I couldn't do it, 
especially since I had already earned 
enough by selling the pelts to buy a 
.22 long rifle. Any extra income was 
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welcome in those days, for times "·ere 
hard, and it ·was not easy to get enough 
money to buy supplies and to clothe 
a family of eight. �Iy dad, like rnmt 
of the ranchers of the time, supple· 
mentecl the family larder ,,·ith :1 
moose or an elk ,d1en the opportunit\· 
allm,·ed. He was a crack shot and sel­
dom necclccl more than one ,hot to 
bring clo,l'n any animal, no matter how 
big it ,ns. He had taught me hm,· to 
use firearms-in fact, it was hard for a 
boy to get along in those days without 
knowing how to shoot. �fy clad especial­
ly hated 11·01Yes, for they caused no 
end of damage. particularly during the 
early spring before the cattle became 
old enough to protect themselves and 
were easy prey not only to woh·es but 
even to coyotes. I knew ,that he would 
not discourage me as Jong as I used 
good sense and didn't expose myself to 
needless danger. 

I decided not to say anything just 
then, hut the next day I rode oyer to 
my uncle's place and as soon as I could 
get a chance to speak to him alone, I 
asked him to lend me the wolf traps 
he had spoken of. 

�fv uncle looked at me in a ,,,·av that 
he h�d never looked at me befor� and 
didn't say a word for what seemed to 
me the longest while. 

"Ye-es." he said finally, "I should 
have knuwn that you were gr01n1 up. 
Shoulders such as yours don "t belong 
on a ·bov. '\'hen I said what I did the 
other night, I was half joking and I 
didn't mean for you to take me .,erious­
ly. Stiill, if you 're set on trapping 
\\'ohes. which is a man's business and 
not for boys, the best I can do is to 
show you how to set the traps and to 
give you some advice." 

,vith that he took a trap down from 
its ,peg on the side of the barn anll 
showed me how to set it. "'Vhat do you 
use for bait," he asked. 

"'\'hy. I don't kn011·," I answered. 
",\ piece of meat, I \uppose." 

"'\'oh-cs usuallv like to kill the;r 
mn1 meat," replied nw uncle slowh. 
"Only if they are Yery hungry or feel 
Yery safe \\'ill they eat just anv piece 
of meat they find hing around. Still. 
if you're lucky. You just might get one 
that way. It all depc1�ds upon ho11· hun· 
grv and hoh· experienced the wolf i, ... 
He slopped and looked at me closeh 
as though to sec hm\' I ,,:oukl react. 
"The be,t thing to w,e is live bait," he 
said finally, "a jack rabbit, or some 
other animal. You stake it out in the
center of three or four traps ... 

I looked at him hard. I mmt haYc 
had a big question in my eyes, for hl' 
went on in matter-of-fact tone. "The 
one thing that a ,l'olf can't resist i, ,r 

young foal." 
I immediately heard in mv mind the 

reaction of my rnotihcr to ,,uch a pro­
posal. I knew also that my father would 
scarcely allow me to use one of his 
precious colts for ,l'olf bait. 

"I think a jack rabbit is probablv all 
1 can manage," I remember saying. 

He seemed to understand, and once 
more went m·er the .5etting of the trap� 
ancl the best way to place the bait. 
"Good luck," he saicl, as I rode out the 
gate onto the road. "Thanks," I an­
swered; ''I'll let you knorw how it goe,," 
How was I to guess that he would 
know almost as 1;oon as I how it wa� 
to go. 

The next few weeks brought hig·h 
hopes but meager results. I baited the 
traps with jack rabbits and other small 
game at different times, and I even 
managed to catch a coyote. but he 
gnawed his paw off and escaped before 
I got to the trap. I was not really sur­
prised when I found just the paw ,in 
the trap, for I had heard that coyotes 
often did just that when they were 
caught. I decided, though, to set mv 
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wolf traps only on Fridays or on the 
evenings before holidays so that_ I
could ride out early in the mornmg 
and thus give the wolf less chance to 
do the same. Still nothing happened. 
I often found tracks to show that 
wolves, lured on by the bait, had in­
deed investigated the traps, but had 
been too wary to get caught. 

It was clear that the wolves were so 
wary because they smelled man on the 
traps or on the bait. The Friday after­
noon before the Christmas holidays I 
set my traps in what I considered a like­
ly spot, placed a live jack rabbit in the 
centre of the circle of traps, and smear­
ed the traps with the fresh blood of a 
newly-killed rabbit to take away the 
scent of man. Something told me when 
I went to bed that night that the next 
day would be an eventful one in my 
life. Little did I know just how event­
ful it was to be, or how near to death 
I was ,to come when I went out to see 
what I had caught. Still, I knew that 
I had been verv careful to remove everv 
possible scent, of man and had don� 
everything that might insure success. 

The evening I asked my father 
whether I might borrow his new .30-.30 
rifle the next morning. He looked at 
me knowingly and asked me where I 
had set the traps. ,vhen I told him the 
detail-; of ,vhere and how I had set 
them up, he replied slowly: "It just 
might work, but ,if you have a wolf in 
a ,trap, you might find it better to have 
a hand gun. \\Thy not take my .44-.40 
Colt along?" Although this type of gun 
would be useless at any distance, for 
close work it would be even better than 
a rifle, so I agreed wirhout hesitation. 
The previous summer he had given me 
lessons and had taught me to hit a tin 
can on a post three times out of five 
at twenty paces. \Ve used \Vestern am­
munition, that is to say, lead bullets, 
hand made in our own bullet mold. 

These bullets are not steel jacketed 
and they tend to spread when they en­
counter any resistance such as a bone. 
I remember once my father shot a coy­
ote with this .44-.40. The hole made 
at the point of entry ,vas not much big­
ger than my finger, but the bullet had 
mushroomed so that it had broken the 
collarbone and had ripped the liga­
ments loose and had torn a hole in his 
shoulder where it went out that I 
could put my fist in. I knew ,that any­
thing I hit with this gun would go 
down just from the impact and would 
be •badly crippled, if not killed out· 
right. 

The next morning as soon as I had 
fed the stock and done my chores, I 
saddled my pony, strapped on the 
.44-.40 which felt like a cannon against 
my hip, and rode off. As an after 
thought I snatched up my .22 rifle and 
of course had my skinning knife, a well 
tempered razor-like blade about six 
inches long. 

Da\\·n comes late in December, and 
the ,un was just rising as I rode up 
the little rise leading to the drnw 
where I had ,set my traps. It was a cold 
morning; ,the wind was in my face and 
a light snow had begun to fall ·which 
muffled the pounding of my pony's 
hoofa. In fact, there was scarcely any 
sound at all except the creaking of the 
saddle under me and the loud beating 
of mv hea11t. Somehow-and I can't 
explain how-I knew something was 
in one of my traps. I could not yet see 
it; the rise before me cut off my vision, 
but I could sense it. I reined my pony 
to a halt, got off slowly, and crept on 
all fours up the little rise. Before me 
at a distance of about 200 yards were 
my traps. In one of the traps was a 
beautiful white she wolf. Near the 
caught animal and almost nudging her 
as though to sav "Come on, get out. 
and let'� be off!" 'was a huge m�le wolf. 
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"'What a giant", I thought, "he muM 
be 150 pounds if he is an ounce." A few 
yards off to one side, sitting on their 
haunches and watching the other ,two 
were five other wolves, two of them 
scarcelv more than cubs and three of 
them ,full gro,n1. All were in their 
prime. Even the cub.<, which had un­
clouhtcdlv been dropped that sprinr� 
·were well developed for their eight
months.

"\Vhat was I to do? To shoot a wolf 
with a .22 at any distance and get a 
clean kill 1is, as any hunter will tell 
you, almost impossible. A .22 is excel­
lent for small game, say a jack rabbit 
or a cottontail, but is entirely too light 
even for hunting coyotes to say noth· 
ing of wolves. I half drew dad's .44 
out of the holster before I considered 
that even Tiuffalo Bill himself could 
not have shot a wolf with a revolver 
at 200 yards. Something had to be clone, 
lmt "·hat? If I just lay there with the 
snow gently falling on me, I would 
soon be covered up. Should I get hack 
on my horse and ride back home for 
help. Perhaps that would have been 
the most sensible thing to do, but be­
lore I knew it, the power of decision 
11·as ,taken away from me. 

Perhaps the wind died down just a 
little and carried a faint whiff of mv 
scent to them, or perhaps my hors� 
who was ten or fiJ:teen paces behind 
me and out of sight of the 11·olves made 
some slight noise. "\Vhatever it was, th::: 
huge leader of the wolves pricked up 
his ears and turned and looked direct­
ly toward me. Everyone kno-ws, of 
course, that 1voh·es have excellent 
power ol scent, but not the very best of 
eyesight. They can, however, see move­
ment. If an object is not in motion. 
it may e,cape the attention of a wolf, 
but if it moves ever so slightly, it will 
be seen. 

I don't reallv believe that the wolf 
saw me, or if h� did, that he recognized 
me as a human being. At best he would 
have seen merely a dark object on the 
crest of the little hill. \\rhatever it wa.s 
he saw, however, must have made him 
suspicious, for he held his ears up 
straight, moving them gently back and 
forth, all the time looking in my direc­
tion. The other ,rnh·e.s did the same 
as soon as they noticed what the leader 
was doing. As at a word of command, 
one of the wolves who had been sitting 
apart from the leader and the beautiful 
white wolf got up and sauntered in 
my direction as though to find out 
"\\·hat it w,is by getting a closer look and 
a clearer scent. I could see that he 
did not actually sense any danger; he 
was merely curious and, like any wild 
animal, very cautious. Now it was too 
late to get up and ride home. I had no 
choice but to remain. i\s he trotted 
slowly up the hill, the thought occurred 
to me that if he came close enough, I 
just might be able to hit him in a vital 
spot and bring him clown. l\Iy rifle 
was already in .position. Carefully, I 
releasell the safety and followed him 
through the sights as he came toward 
me. The snmr, floating gently down, 
was enough ,to obscure vision at 200 
Yards but not enough to cause any 
trouble at 80 yards. A.ncl that is how 
far he ,ra.s from me now. Now he had 
slowed to a walk. Apparently he still 
couldn't make up his mind what that 
dark smudge in the snow meant. I 
expected any moment that he would 
smell me, but still he came on, walk­
mg rather 6tiff leggedly, obviously 
ready to turn and run at the slightest 
clanger. I still followed him in my 
sights, knowing that even the sLight 
movement of the barrel or even the 
gentle rise and fall of my body in 
breathing would not escape his notice. 

(Continued on page -16) 
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SCHOLJIRSHIPS &' AW A.RDS 

Sixteen scholarships were presented at the Annual Concert of The Icelandic 
Canadian Club, on Tuesday, February 22, 1966, by \V. J. Linda!, secretary of 
the scholarship committees of the Canada Iceland Foundation and The lcd,md 
ic Canadian Club. (Home addresses outside ol Greater \\'innipeµ, arc set out in 
brackets). 

J. Donald A, Flatt, 793 St. l\Iary's Road, St. \'ital,Icelandic Good Templars

Scholarship, $200.00.

2. Frederick Dean Anderson, 103 Ruttan Bay, Fort Garry, (Libau, l\Ian.) The
Icelandic Canadian Club Scholarship, Sl00-00, presenter! hy John ,\rna-,011.
the Club president.

3. James Duncan Anderson, 10, 013 Edmonton St., (Libau), George Magnusson
Estate Scholarship, $100.00.

4. Marjorie Anderson, United College, (Libau), Mundi Johnson Estate Scholar­
ship, $100.00.

5. Marion Scrymgeour, 406 l\Joorgate St., St. James, Harold Olson Scholarship,
$100.00.

(i. Tryggvi Smith, 409 l\Ioorgate St., St. James, Jon Olafsson Stal Scholarship, 
$100.00. 

The following scholarships were awarded by the Canada-Iceland Foun­
dation. All the recipients are taking Icelandic at the University of :-fanitoha 
from Professor Haralc!m Be,.sason. Each scholarship is for $100.00. 

7. Shirley Una Bjarnason, 1010 Garfield St. "\Vinnipeg.

8. Richard H. Honlal, United College, (Gimli).
9. Ingibjorg Karen Johannsson, 5-6G8 Sargent .-\venue, "\Vinnipeg.

IO. Lynn Laura Magnusson, University Residence, (Hnausa).

JI. Loma :\fay Medd, 7% Oak St., \\"innipeg.

12 David Pentland, 194 Oak St., ·winnipeg.

13. Joan Sigurdson, 8·587 Broadway, "\Vinnipeg.

14. Linda F. Sigurdson, 120 Lenore St., \Vinnipeg.

15. Herbert G. Solmundson, 2-510 Grey St., "Winnipeg 15.

IG. Judith Ann Taylor, 306 Dromore Ave., \Vinnipeg 9.
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The Icelandic Canadian Club (Toronto Chapter) 
This title i, significant and may he 

a foreboding. If there is a Toronto 
Chapter of The Icelandic Canadian 
Club that implies that there is or there 
should he an overall or central ho(h 
co-ordinating Yarious Icelandic clubs. 
Furthermore. the co-ordinating body 
need not confine itself to dubs in Can­
ada but could extend its senice acros, 
the United States as well. Here there 
is a most corntructive hint ,l"hich 
should not go unheeded. 

The Club in Toronto came into 
existence in the fall of l %0 under the 
name "Icelandic Canadian Club of 
Toronto". An October 27. l 9G0 list 
shows a membership of fiftv-scn:n. The 
first officers ilTlT: 

President, ;\Jr.,. Fanney Peacock. 
V.-Presiclent, ;\[rs. Rosa \'ernon. 
Sccretan, ;\Irs. Erla ;\faca11lav. 
Treasur�r. ;\frs. Laufey ;\fc:\'rillan. 
Social Convenor, ;\frs. Siggi Elvin. 
Auditors, ;\frs. Joan Ross and ;\frs. 

Dora ;\fcFarquhar. 
.\s reported by Erla ;\facaulay (:\frs. 

R. C. ;\Jacaulav) the Club began with
a nucleus of a half clozen ladies gettirn.\"
together for a "kaffi sopa". In that
letter ,1·as enclosed the subscription fee
to The Icelandic Canadian and the
magazine rHrn· has a number of Tor­
onto subscribers.

The Club has made steadv progress 
and at present there arc about 120 
members-remarkable when one con· 
siders how relatively fe,\" Icelanders 
are in Toronto. The present Executin: 
are: 

President, A. B. Marteinson 
Vice-President. V. R. Kristjanson 
Treasurer, Emily Ridding 
Corr. Sec. ;\fargaret ;\f c;\f ullen 
Recording Sec., K . .\I c;\f u lien 

A. B- l\Iarteinson

;\f embcr-:liip, Ruth Laban 
Social Convener, Hegga Petursson 
,\uditor & Librarian, H. Broughton 
Publicity, R. Byron 
;\feetings are held regularly on the 

third Tuesday of each month from 
September to :\fay. The .January, 1966 
meeting was a popular "Icelandic 
Foods" gathering, dme to 100 attend­
ing. The speaker was Dr. Hans Bekker­
.:--iclscn, who teaches Icelandic at the 
l 'niversity of Toronto. In the course of
his remarks it ,\"as learned that he has
thirty students attending his lectures.
nw,t of ,d10rn are taking po.,t-graduate
,nirk. Only a srn:dl percentage are of 
Icelandic descent.

The ,l"ritcr of this report happened 
to be in Toronto at that time and was 
invited to attend the meeting. Dr.

1kkker-:,\'.ielscn, who is Danish, speaks 
Icelandic flucntlY. Though a young 
man he seems a ]ready to have caught 
the "hrynjandi", the poetic flow of 
the Icelandic language. 

-W. J. L.
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IOELANDIO NIGHT ON OJAY-TV 

Television 
program 

,\ 11" under 

,tation CJ.\ Y carries 
calle,l " C a n a d i a n , 

the direction of ;\I1. 
Richard Seahorn. \\irious ethnic 
:•rouns prepare programs of their 
�11·11' folk song, and folk dances 
in their O"l\"11 language, and these ap­
pe:ir everv Sunclav evening at 9:30. On 
T anuan 23rd, 1 %G, an Icelandic prn­
�>ram {vas presented. To launch thi, 
�roject a meeting of a few people ·was 
held last August with ;\fr. Seahorn. 
Those meeting ·with him were: "'.\Iattie 
and Salome Halldorson, Snjolaug Sig­
urdson and Haralclur Bessason. 

'\[attic Hall(lorson org·ani,cd a choir 
of ten mixed Yoices. The singers. who 
gave an excellent performance were: 
Pearl Tohnson, Lin(1a Sigunhon, 
Doreen Borgford. .\ugusta Nielsen. 
:\fattie Halldonon. Hcimir Thorgrim­
,on. Reg Frederickson. Thor Fjeldsted. 
Tack and Lorne Goodman. They ·were 
·ace ornn:micd at practices and trained
hv Sn,iolaug Sigurd:wn. At the per­
f �rma�ce they ·were accompanied by a
,ix piece orcl;estra. Mr. Seahorn made
all the musical arrangements for the
songs as well as for the dance routine,.

.\udrcv Friclfinnson 1\·as a stately and
beautiful "Fjallkona" (:\laid of the
;\fountains) anrl appeared on the
,creen ,d1ile the choir sang "() Gul'5
vors lands". The remaining songs,
,d1ich the choir sang, of which the
composer and poet 11·ere required to
be Icelandic, were: "Sofou Unga Astin
Min", "Nu Grzetur :\fikinn :\fog",
",\ustan Kaldinn {i oss hljes", ":,\'.t.'1 er
vetur i'ir Ba::", "Kindur Janna i Kofun·
um'', "Fyrst Allir Aorir I>eyja", and
"Hjer er Kominn Hoffinn".

The ladv members of the choir wore 
the Icela!1(lic dress of the ,arious styles 
(upphlut, skautbuningur, peysufot and 
.,amhcngja) ,d1ich were kindly loanecl 
h, :\Ir,. \'. J. EYlancls, :\fiss Ida D. 
Sil"aimon, :\fiss Caroline Gunnarsson 
and ;\fiss Snjolaug Sigurdson. 

The "\\'estdal ,,isters. Laureen and 
C:irn! ,an,'\ a duct. "Bi, Bi, o;:, Blaka'" 
ancl Pearl Johnson ,:m:.; "Fifil Brekka 
Gn'lin Grund." Pictures or Icelandic 
scencn·, loaned bv Jakob Kristjansson, 
11·ere flashed on the screen at intenals 
throughout the 
ment.s in English, 
of the songs. 

onnancc. Com­
indicated the subject 

Alternating 11·ith the ,inging, a 
group of JG little girls danced Iceland­
ic Vikivaka dances taken from a book 
sent from Iceland. Snjolaug Sigurdson 
and :\Irs. P. H. "\Vcstdal organized the 
group, which was trained by :\Ir. Sam 
;\ I cConnell, head of the :\IcConnell 
Dancing· School. The girls wore the 
Icelandic "upphlut"' made by the 
mothers, with the help and direction 
of ;\ks. P. H. "\Vcstdal and ..\Irs. R. 
Vopni. They danced to the tuucs of 
"Olafur rcic'5 mci) hjiirg;urn fram", 
"Gc'J<'5a ;-ci1,lu gjiira ska!" and "Oxar 
Yio ana" The dancing or the girls, the 
training of ;\fr. ..\IcConncll arnl the at­
tracti,·e dress all added up to a de­
lightful performance. The names or 
the girls and their parents are: Diane, 
daughter of :\Ir. and ;\[rs. Ted Axford; 
Stcinunn and Elinborg, daughters of 
Professor and ;\Ir.s. Haraldur Bessason; 
,\nna :\Iaria, daughter of ;\Irs. Lilja 
Clausen; Arlene, daughter of :\Ir. and 
Mrs. B. Danielson; Colleen. daughter 
of :\Ir. and :\Irs. Gunnar 0. Eggertson; 
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Carol and Patrice, daughters of :\frs. 
Geraldine Kennedy; :\farcia, daughter 
of l\Ir. and :\frs. l\I. Leckow; Nancy, 
daughter of :\Ir. and l\Irs. K. A. :\Iac­
donakl; Helga, daughter of :\Ir. and 
:\frs. B. R. Stefanson; Allene and 
Candice, daughters of :\Ir. and :\Irs. S. 
A. Siggs; Shirley, daughter of :\Ir. and
l\Irs. R. Vopni; Laureen and Carol,
daughters of :\Ir. and l\Irs. P. H. \\'est­
dal.

Altogether our Icelandic program 
was a very creditable performance and 

EXTRACTS FROM LETTER FROM 

compared favorably with the other 
ethnic programs. Thanks are due to all 
that helped with this project. 

The choir sang ctl1e same program 
at a concert of The Icelandic Canadian 
Club, at the time of The National 
League Convention, held in the parish 
hall of The First Lutheran Church. 
February 22nd, 1966- The dance group 
performed at the banquet of the Club 
held on :\I arch I 8th, 1966 at the 
Marlborough Hotel in the Skyroom 
ballroom. -Salome Halldorson

Louise and Steinthor Gudmunds 

Our new address: 3129 Chelsea 
Road, Sa cram en to, California, l: .S.A. 
Yes, we have moved to Sacramento after 
having lived in San Francisco Bay 
.\rea (Berkeley mostly) for over 30 
year.,. Our son, Nikulas, lives here and 
l\·e're not too far from our friends. The 
Bav i\rea is about 85 miles away. 

Son Jon, and family movell to El 
Centro last month ,rhich is about GOO 
miles from IL-\. It is in the desert 
where It gets intensely hot in summer 
ancl extremely cold in ·winter. \Ye wish 
they ,verc here but he ha.s a good 
position there and that's what counts. 
He passed the Bar Exams last :\fay 
and is now established with a law Iirm. 

Nick is a system engineer with IB:\I. 
He designed and implemented the 
program for the California Highway 
Patrol computer which finds stolen 

cars- lt went into effect in California 
last April 1st, 1965. \\'ashington, 
Oregon, ?\ cvada, Arizona have adopt­
ed it. 

The Icelandic Society of Northern 
California is very active and flomish­
ing. It has four big affairs a vear. Tlll' 
membership is over 300 but perhap, 
one-third of that arc non-Icelandi ( 

spouses. 

,vc have quit 11·ork altogether and 
don't plan to resume. I taught until 
middle of August and gave a recital 
last i\pril. It feels good not to be tied 
to any extra-curricular work. 

Charlene, Gwen and I are going to 
see the \\'innipeg Ballet December 1-1-
on first , \merican tour concert serie.s. 
Excellent write-up. A.m looking for­
ward to it. 
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llrllH[]IE JIPlJll(CllrlUJIR{JIE 
From THE "'HITE :\L\NSIOl\', by fn'.1 Elinborg Lirusd<'ittir 

Translated by W. Kristjanson

Ewrything at the San centred on 
quiet and rest for the patients. The 
hos pi ta] authorities tried to enforce 
regulations strictly, yet some of the 
patients balked at discipline and want­
ed to haw things their own way. A 
patient from the north country, Grim· 
ur, carried on with physical excercises, 
even strenuous ones, such as the high 
jump. After one such effort he had a 
·hemorrhage and he was never on his
feet again.

,\ new arrival, Halldor, from one of
the most remote parts of the country,
arrived ,in September. He wore a yel­
lowish•lJrown woollen tuq ue, of coarse
,arn, but very warm. His clothes were
o! dun-colored Icelandic wadmal, or
varn. The brown complexioned, weath­
er-beaten countenance and his clothe,
harmonized in color.

"This man is not ill'', 11·e said, and,
judging hy Hallclor's actions and man­
ner, he himself was of the same mind.
He ,ras from the first unrestricted in
his walks and he slept outside, in a
sleeping bag, no matter what the
1reather was like. He was bored with
his idle existence and looked haH·
contemptuously on the life we led.

"This idleness, this eternal lying in
bed, is of itself enough to make any
healthy person ill", he said. more than
once.

""1hy did you come to the San, if
you are not ,ill?" he was asked.

"I had pneumonia and a slight cold
after. The doctor decided this for me.
I see now I could have recovered soon-

er at home. There I had something to 
tinker at", he said, with a note of an­
noyance in his voice. 

Hallclor would often take long and 
strenuous 11·alks up into the mountains 
and the wastelands. He looked on us, 
who could not follow him, as weak­
lings, not worth our fodder. \\'hen a 
patient, who had been up and about 
had a sudden relapse, he shook his 
head and said, as if this came as no 
surprise to him: 

"'Vhat can you expect at a place like 
this? There should be a large farm 
here and all the patients should work. 
That ·would make for a little more 
wholesome way of living and a lot 
healthier people than lazying around 
in this useless existence, year on end." 

There were bath-tubs and showers 
at the hospital, but Halldor scorned 
these. He had a system that he con· 
sidercd much healthier-a daily plunge 
in ,the brook at the foot of the lawn, 
regardless of the weather-whether 
there was a warm breeze or a snow­
storm. 

Halldor's mode of life ,was for us a 
source of wonder and admiration, but 
fortunately no one followed suit. At 
first we fully expected that he would 
suffer for this, but it did not seem to 
do him any harm. 

One day Halldor did not go for his 
walk, but sat huddled on the bench by 
the infirmary. "re asked him if he was 
ill, but he shook his head. 

No, he was not ill, and he did not in­
tend to be ill. "I hope that I shall get 
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away from the San in reasonably un­
impaired health, since I have kept my­
self in condition with walks and cold 
baths." 

"Perhaps yon don't intend to die", 
some one exclaimed. "Perhaps it will 
turn out that death is wholly unneces­
sary and uncalled for." 

"No. Of course I can die. But it is 
possible both to speed up and sloil· 
down the coming of death," he answer· 
eel calmly. Many of the bystanders 
laughed heartily. 

"'e ,.went for a \\'alk. but wc did not 
like this state of affairs, to sec him 
sitting motionless and staring into the 
distance. '\Ve felt certain that he was 
ill, but that he would not concede this. 
either to himself or to anyone else. 

I went for a short ·walk and ·when I 
returned I sat down on the bench be­
side him. I had, however, no thought 
of engaging him in conversation, f01 
he was a man of fe,\' word, and kept 
aloof. I was surprised when he broke 
the silence. 

"Have many people died here since 
you came?" he asked. 

"Yes", I replied. 
"Have you .,een anyone die?" 
"Yes, I have", I replied, surprised at 

his question. 
"'IVeren't those terrible moments?" 

he asked, with some intensity. "'\Vere 
you not afraid"? 

"No. I was not afraid. Eventually we 
shall all .<;tand at death's door", I an­
swered, in a philosophical vein. 

"I know that", he said, shrugging his 
shoulders, as if he did not think much 
of my answer. 

"But did you not have an uneasy 
feeling? Have you no fear? Did not the 
question occur to you where the de­
parted had gone? \Vhether anythin:4 
remaim except the cold, lifeless withe, 

which are said to contain the immortal 
spirit that dwells in each and even 
person?" 

"Yes. Something like that", I am\1·er­
ed, hestitatingly. "But I thought that 
you were concerned il'ith life rather 
than death." 

"You are right. Rut if l he�·in to 
think about life here and on the other 
side; on the meaning of this complicit­
cd earthly existence. I i\·ant to find 
some ans,1-er, but I neyer get anv near 
er to it . .<;o it is most likely best to thin'k 
as little as possible about death and 
the gT;n-e. But I can't be here for arw 
length of time. Death is a constant vis­
itor here and he is rapidly approach­
ing." This he said. giving me a sad 
look. 

I looked at him and smiled. He saw 
that I attached no meaning to this and 
he was visiblv annoved, for he knit 
his brows. · 

"l don't say this just offhand. Sonw 
body on my ward is fev, but which one
of us, I don't knm1· ... 

His words gave me a shock, the srn;J. 
faded from my lips, and I was at ;1 

loss for a reply. The thought of asking 
him what grounds he had for his belief 
flitted through my mind, but I refrain­
ed, for questions seemed to annov him. 
Anyway, he would say what he ,�anted 
co say. 

"You mustn't think that I am afraid 
to die, if that is to be. But, at the same 
time, I don't want to go right away. I 
have a little girl whom I must look 
after until she is able to look after her­
self." So ,saying, he reached into hi, 
pocket and brought out an old picture. 
quite scuffed, of a girl with wavy hair 
and deep dimples in her cheeks. 

"There she is at the age of three. 
She cried when I left, and begged me· 
not to stay away for Iong. I hope you 
will not mention this to anyone." 
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I promised. He was certainly a queer 
customer, but so very human in his 
love and concern for his little girl. Per· 
haps she had no mother-no one to 
look after her save him. For her sake 
he wanted to live. 

"If-if I should die here-please sec 
to it that this picture goes ,,·ith me to 
the grave", he said, and leaned tm\'arcl 
me, so that the people who ,,·ere nm\· 
returning from their walk ,rnulcl not 
hear. 

I nodded agreement. Any ,rnrd ,,·as 
superfluous. For a moment our eye, 
met. The expression on his large­
featurecl, old-looking face, orclinarilv 
cold and hard, was serious. Below this 
mask a heart beat with love and con­
cern for a little, golden-haired girl. 

I think he must have appreciated 
my silence. He stood up and got into 
his sleeping bag. On the following clays 
he wandered about, restlessly, but he 
did not go for long walks, nor did he 
take his accustomed plunge.<;. On one 
occasion I met him just outside the 
infirmary. I noticed that he put his 
handkerchief to his mouth when he 
coughed. The ·handkerchief was satur­
ated with <blood. Greatly alarmed, I 

David Randle Wooley, age 17, son of 
Mr. ancl Mrs. Garnet \Vooley, Snm\' 
Lake, Man., was presented on New 
Year's Day, with the James Reed Mem­
orial Scholarship for the second year 
in a row. It was presented for the high­
est marks achieved in Grade 12 schol­
astic year I 964-65 in the Snow Lake 

tried to say something, but he motion· 
eel to me and went inside, as if nothing 
had happened. 'IVhen I went outdoors 
after the rest per.ind, I noticed that he 
had taken his rest outside. He was un­
usually pale at meal time-

The following morning Hallclor did 
not come downstairs. I asked the nurse 
what wa., the cause. She replied that 
he had had a serious hemorrhage, and 
that he was at death's door. I hastened 
upstairs. He was so far gone that he 
was unable to speak. I saw, however. 
by the light that appeared momentarily 
in his eyes, that he appreciated my com­
ing. The picture lay on the table: h<' 
motioned to me to take it. I did so, 
and leaning over him I repeated my 
pnm1ise in a low voice. 

Halldor died that evening. The pic­
ture was placed on his bosom and ac­
companied him to the grave. 

But for a long time, before I placed 
the picture where it belonged, I sat and 
looked at it. I looked at the child's 
sweet face, with the smiling eyes that 
had looked with expectation and long· 
ing for the return of the fatheT who 
was no more. 

School. He received a cheque for $100 
and an engraved medal. At present 
David is a 1st year university student 
at United College, Winnipeg. 

Dav,icl's mother is the former Lillian 
Anna Johnson whose parents are Kari 
and Anna Johnson from Baldur, l\fan. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

WESTVIKING. The Ancient Norse in 

Greenland and North America. 

By Farley Mowat. Boston: Atlantic­

Little, Brown, 1965. 49°1 pages, maps 

and drawings. $10.00. 

Westviking, an extensive volume by 
the widely known Canadian writer Far­
ley l\1owat, is a highly imaginary recon­
struction of the Icelandic saga accounts 
dealing with the settlement of Green­
land and the discovery and attempted 
colonization of North America by the 
Norsemen. It is always a fair approach 
to evaluate work of this kind in terms 
of what the author set out to do, and 
how successfully he achieved his goal. 
In this case, we have 1\Iowat's own 
words on both scores in his foreword: 

"There is no point in pretending 
modesty about what I have attempted. 
I have made a reconstruction of the 
Norse saga voyages which follows no 
previous book ( except the original saga 
sources) and which is at variance with 
most, but ,which I am convinced is 
closer to the ,truth than any previous 
attempt. In detail I believe I have re­
solved a number of outstanding prob­
lems, including the degree of Celtic 
participation in the v,estward thrust: 
the real scope of Erik the Red's explor­
ations; the geographical concepts of the 
ancient Norse as these appJ,ied to the 
western regions; the conflict between 
the two main saga sources dealing with 
the western voyages; the identities of 
the several native peoples the Norse en­
countered; the detailed tracks followed 
by all the voyagers; the identity and lo­
cation of the landfalls, havens and 

settlements; the major factors which 
prompted, shaped, and sometimes 
doomed the efforts of the westward 
venturers; and many lesser matters." 

It would have been pleasant, indeed, 
to be able to report that the author 
had succeeded in solving, in this one 
book, the numerous and knotty prob­
lems concerned, which learned and 
brilliant specialists from many lands 
have wrestled with unsuccessfully. Un­
fortunately, a critical examination 
soon brings to light that he has fallen 
far short of his goal. His book, interest­
ing reading as iit is otherwise, offers, 
in a great many cases, mere conjectures, 
which can not be substantiated on the 
basis of the historical evidence. A case 
in point is his misleading interpret­
ation of the early history of Iceland, 
where he assumes the existence of an 
extensive settlement, of \Vestern (Celts 
and Picts), who, upon the arrival of the 
Norsemen, left for Greenland. This, 
in turn, leads him to the conclusion 
that Erik the Red's "most compelling 
reason for sailing west was probably 
the prospect of raiding the previously 
untouched \Vestern settlements of 
Greater Ireland", which ,the author 
identifies as Greenland. 

Furthermore, his treatment of the 
Icelandic sources is generally highly 
arbitrary, and contains numerous mis­
conceptions. These could have been 
avoided, had he not shunned consult­

ing scholarly works in the field. Had 

he done so, he would, for one thing, 

have found that leading Icelandic his­

torians have, after careful examination 

and evaluation, come to the conclusion 
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that The Saga of the Greenlanders is within the covers of his detailed vol-

an earlier and a more important 

source than The Saga of Eirikr the 

Red, previously generally considered 

older and more trustworthy. This pre­

sents the whole question of ,the dis­

covery of America and Icelandic voy­

ages to Vinland in a different light. 

(Cf. J6n J6hannesson: "The Date of 

the Composition of The Saga of the 

Greenlanders", Saga-Book, Vol. XVI, 

Part I, Viking Society for Northern Re­

search, University College, London, 

1962). 

In view of l\1owat's uncritical treat­

ment of the saga sources, it is not sur­

prising that he accepts the Kensington 

Stone as genuine. This reviewer, not 

being a runologist, prefers to take his 

stand with leading Scandinavian run­

ologists, who, after careful examina­

tion have rejected the stone as not 

authentic. 

Undeniably, l\Iowat has brought to­

gether much valuable information 

Wayne Douglas Pickering of Leslie, 
Sask., son of Mr. and }\!rs. Geo. P,icker­
ing, was the top gradua,te in the Col­
lege of Engineering at the University 
of Saskatchewan at the Fall Convo­
cation, Saturday, November 6th, in 
Sa.ska,toon. He ·won the university prize 
in engineering. l\Ir. Pickering received 
the Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Engineering Science Physics with dis­
tinction. 

Other a,\·arcls he has ,von include a 

Kimberley-Clark Canada Ltd. scholar­

ship, Trapp 1\Iemorial Scholarship: 

ume. In the opinion of this reviewer 

the most valuable sections of his book 

are his discussions concerning the like­

ly location of Vinland, and other areas 

on the North American coast visited 

by the Norsemen. Here his special 

knowledge of ships and sailing, of the 

topography in question, and his ac­

quaintance with Eskimos and Indians. 

are seen to good advantage. 

In short, while the general reader 

should be cautioned against reading 

1\Iowat's book, by and large, as a fac­

tual and trustworthy history, he will 

find his reconstruction of the events 

involved vigorously written and in 

many ways a fascinating story, for the 

elements of high drama are all there. 

The book is attractive in appearance, 

and includes a number of useful draw­

mgs and maps. There is a good index, 

but, regettably, no bibliography. 

Richard Beck 
University of N. Dak. 

Interprovincial Pipelines Co. Bursary: 
\V. C. \Vells Construction Co. Ltd., 
Scholarship and American Society for 
Testing }\laterials Prize. 

\Vayne Pickering is at present stuclv· 
ing towards a l\Iaster Science degree in 
Control Engineering at the Universitv 
of Saskatchewan on a $2,500 Saskat­
chewan Graduate Research scholarship. 

His grandparents on the mothers 
side arc the late Jon and Arndis Stef­
answn of Elfros, Sask. H. J. Stefansson. 
of \Vinnipeg is a brother of his mother, 
Stebba, nee Stefansson. 
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(Continued from page 36.) 

fiO yards and I began to have hopes that 
I could make one shot do the trick.Ht' 
stopped and began to move his head 
slowly from side to side. Carefully I 
aimed just below his ear and squeezed 
the trigger. Reflex action caused him 
to leap slightlv into the air, but I don't 
think he really felt anything. It was 
one of those lucky things that onr 
hears about but scarcely expects to do. 
I had hit him in the brain. One shot 
hacl done the job. 

·with the report of the rifle the
other wolves with the exception of the 
one in the trap turned and were out 
of sight almost before l could get to 
my feet. There are few animals faster 
than a 'l\'estern Grey 'l\'olf and few 
animals more tricky and dangerous as 
I was to find out before the day ·was 
o\·er. 

The wolf in the trap was crazy 1\·ith 
fear ancl was jumping around wildly. 
I knew that I had better di,patch her 
at once, or she would pull her leg 
luose from the trap and get away. ! 
scrambled to mv feet and turned to 
get on my horse just in time to sec 
him top the rise heading out full speed 
for home. This was a new t,1·i.st: A well 
trained co,1· ponv will stand stock still 
wherever the reins are dropped. He 
,1·ill not bolt or stray. l\Iy little ponv 
11·as not completely trained, and anv· 
wav he must have caught the scent �f 
wolves and seen the �ne I shot leap 
into the air. In any event, there I was, 
nearly five miles from home, with one 
dead ,rnlf and one in a trap. I ran 
clown the hill and as soon as I got close 
enough I shot her in the head with 
my .22. I must have been too excited 

or perhaps panting too hard from mv 
run clown the hill because the first 
shot missed the brain and hit the lower 
jaw. There she stood with blood and 
froth dripping from her mouth, snarl· 
ing ancl growling as onlv a wolf can 
do. \\"hile l was manet;vering for a 
clear second shot, I kept praying that 
the trap would hold. Even with her 
man,glecl jaw she would have been sure 
death to me if she were to get hold of 
me. I considered 11sing the revolver, 
but decided that if the rifle could kill 
one ·wolf, it could kill a second. Final­
lv I 11·as able to g·et a clear aim, and 
she went dmn1 in a heap. "'IVhat a 
wonderful day." I thought, ·"two wolves 
11"ith only three bullets-and these 
from a .22 ." 

\ \"ithout ,rnrrying how I was to get 
the pelts back to the ranch now that 
mv pony had bolted, I set to work to 
skin the animals. I started on the white 
one which had the most beautiful coat 
that I h:l\'e ever seen on anv wolf. It 
looked e\·cn better close up �Inn at a 
distance. The fur was close ancl thick 
with the characteristic long ,rnlf hairs 
interspersed among the shorter fur. 
She 11"as big for a hitch; she mmt have 
weighed between 80 and 90 pounds 
but looked even bigger because of the 
thickness of her fur. It ,1·as no easv 
task to skin her there on the grouncl. 
It would have been so much simpler 
if l could have gotten her back to the 
ranch ,d1ere I could have put a noose 
around each hind leg and strung her 
up so that I could have free room to 
,1·ork on her .. \s it 1\·as I had to wrestle 
her hack and forth, rolling her oyer 
thi.<; wav and that in order to flay her. 
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It was slow work, and before I was 
more than half through it had begun 
to snow in earnest. This was bad. To 
carrv two ,rnlf pelts five miles over 
rolling prairie is not too bad if the 
weather ,is right, but to carry such ;1 

load in four to six inches of ne,v snm1· 
,rnuld tax anyone's strength. 

I had just finished skinning the ,rnH 
and had begun to roll up the pelt 
\\·hen I realized I was no longer alone. 
I caught out of the corner of my eye a 
l>lur of gray as something moved swift­
h· from one clnmp of sagebrush to an·
other about 150 yards away. I raised
my head just in time to see another
hlur some,1·hat closer and off to the
rirrht. Then I realized that the wolves
h;d returned. The wolf that I had just
-kinned was the mate of the huge mak
·wolf and the mother of the other:,.
Thn had returned to see what had
h:1ppened to her. .\s annme know,
,d10 has watched 11·olves carefully. theY
can be so cowardly and despicable a,
to pa<s all belief; on the other hand
thev can be utterly fearless at the ven
times when yon expect them to lw
cowardly.

! reali1ed all of a sudden that I was
in trouble. I had no ,ray of telling 
,d1ether I had surprised only part of 
the pack when I fired on them or 
whether ,there had been more lurking 
hehirnl the Im,· hills. '\Vas I facing only 
five nmY,? - or ten,? - or fifteen, 

or more? The s11m1· was coming down 
la�tcr am! faster. There could be am· 
number of wolves around me. closing 
in silently and waiting for the right 
moment to make the fatal rush. 

I knew that my .22 would be useless 
now. If several of them rushed me, I 
could not swing around fast enough 
to draw accurate aim. I put the rifle 
down and drew the old .H-A0. This, 
as everyone knows, is a powerful wea­
pon at dose range. but ha.5 too slow a 
velocity to be accurate at any distance. 

They seemed to know that I was at 
their mercy. Still, they were wary and 
moved in very carefully, allowing me 
no chance to draw a<im and fire. All I 
could see was a blur as they moved 
from sagebrush to sagebrush. Twice I 
fired at distances I knew as hopeless, 
hut I ··was frightened. Once I heard a 
yelp, and I knew I had hit home, but 
how vital was the wound I could onlv 
guess. Finally, T caught one out in the 
open and I fired carefully. He went 
down in a heap, rolled over and did 
not move again. '\Vas he dead? ,volve, 
do not normally plav "possum", but 
could I be sure? That meant only three 
left. if no more had ioined the pack. 
But had more joined? I couldn't be 
sure. 

I picked up the skin of the dead wolf 
,1·ith rnv left hand, and tucked it under 
rnv arn{, carrying my .22 ,1·ith the same 
hand. :\[y right hand I kept free to 
carrv mv revoh·er. Thus I moved awav 
frorr'i th� carcass of the cleacl wolf an�! 
toward home. I had not gone a dozen 
steps when I got a perfect shot at an­
other wolf-one of the cubs-which 
jumped at me from not more than 
thirty feet. I fired at point blank range 
and he dropped in a heap almost at 
my feet. That 11·as the signal for the 
attack. 'IVithout warning two others 
leaped at me from out of nowhere. 
I rememher firing twice at them and 
seeing out of the corner of my eye an­
other-the huge male leap straight for 
mv throat. 

,His hot feted breath nearly stifled 
me as he knocked me off my feet. I 
remember a horrible pain in my left 
arm as I flunp; it up to protect my 
throat. At the same time I heard a loud 
bang in the distance. 

The next thing I knew, I heard mv 
father's mice saying, "Gently now, lift 
him easy; he's got a nasty wound there 
in his left arm."' I lost consciousness 
again and remember nothing more 
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until my movher was feeding me soup. 
I was at home and in bed. The whole 
family including my uncle were stand· 
ing around my bed and looking at me. 

As they told me the story afterwards, 
I learned that just as the huge male 
wolf leaped for mv throat, my father 
and mv uncle had come over the rise. 
They had become worried when my 
horse came bolting home riderless. 
·while my father was saddling up, he
had sent my older brother to get my
uncle and together they had ridden
out to investigate. Just as they came
over the little hill where I had first
spotted the wolves, they saw me go
down. Without even getting off his
horse, my father had thrown his rifle
to his shoulder, aimed, and fired with
a single movement. The force of the
bullet had knocked the wolf far enough
from his target so that he missed my
throat and had closed his jaws on my

left arm. The skin of the she wolf 
which I was carrying had broken the 
force of his jaws so that instead of sever­
ing the arm completely, he had opened 
a nasty ,wound and broken the bone. 

"How about the wolf skins?" I re­
member a.sking. 

"Nothing to worry about," said my 
uncle. "After we brought you home, 
your father and I went out and gather­
up the wolves. You had killed five of 
them yourself in addition to the big 
dog 1\•olf that you lured into jumping 
on you as we came up." 

The next winter, as I rode my 
rounds looking after my traps, I wore 
a long wolf-skin coat made from the 
skins of the wolves that I had killed. 
Moreover, I had a big wolf pelt mount­
ed on felt at the side of my bed-the 
beautiful white wolf that had been 
caught in the trap. 

MY SOLILOQUY 
I may not pass this way again, 
And pluck lush roses 'mong the prickly briers, 
Nor ever feel the cooling breath of age 
Quenching out the flares of inner fires. 
But should I not in retrospect I think 
Of Sinias I have climbed in youth's bright day, 
The bitter waters set for me to drink, 
As mirages of my life pass slow away. 
\Vi,thal, I think the journey's ·worth the cost 
Of dreams I had to scuttle on the way; 
Still grudgingly I hope they aren't lost 
That I'll come back and salvage them some day. 
Quite Hamlet like, I pen my soliloquy, 
As measured years mount up to make my score, 
·when life will gently whisper unto me,
"That's all there is, there isn't any more".

Reed Guclmundsen 

N.B. Brother to Fanny G. Brant, who has contributed to this magazine. The 
brother, who was a doctor, composed the poem shortly before he passed away l!l 

January, 1965. 
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The Canada Ethnic Press Federation 

One of the most .successful confer­
ences of The Canada Ethnic Press 
Federation 1\·as held in Ottawa, Feb­
ruary 24, 25 and 26 last. In attendance 
11·cre the Executive as well as some 
other members of the Federation, the 
representation being from Vancouver, 
\Vinnipeg, Toronto and l\Iontreal. 

On \Vednesdav ,afternoon, February 
'.:-1, the delegate"' appeared before the 
Roval Commission on Bilingualism 
;mcl Biculturalism, on their invitation. 
This was the final appearance before 
the Commission. Hon. \V. l Linda], 
who was chairman of the delegation, 
submitted a condensed summary of the 
po.sition unanimously taken by the 
Federation in its original brief and sub­
sequent submissions. A discussion fol­
lowed lasting all afternoon, in which 
members of the Commi,;sion as well 
as of the delegation participated. 

The formal opening of the confer­
ence was on Thursday morning at 
which the followin()" cabinet ministers 
were present: Hon� J. \V. Pickersgill, 
Hon. Mitchell Sharp, Hon. Paul Hel­
lver, Hon. John Nicholson and Hon. 
{ean Marcl{and. 

In the afternoon the group, headed 
bv the President of the Federation . 
Charles E. Dojack, appeared before 
Commissioner John Fisher, and officers 
of the Centennial Commission. Last 
summer the Centennial Commission 
had appointed an Advisory Committee 
of seven from the Canada Ethnic Press 
Federation to advise the Commission 
on Centennial projects of special inter­
est to the ethnic groups of Canada. 
There now are three projects either al­
ready in operation, or being organized. 

They are: 
a) An ethnic Canadiana consisting

of books to be written on the histories 
of the various ethnic groups. The auth­
ors are selected by a special Selection 
Committee appointed by The Canada 
Council and 1wholly independent of 
the Centennial Commission. A number 
of authors have already been selected 
but the list has not yet been completed. 
Lwh author selected is given a grant 
by the Centennial Commission. 

b) The Centennial Commission is
giving support to special centennial 
supplements to each publication which 
are to issue during the summer of 1967. 

c) Plans arc under way for a pre­
centenarv viisit in October this year of 
all the �thnic editors to the Province 
of Quebec. Shortly afterwards there is 
to be a corresponding visit by French 
editors to centres of ethnic population 
such as Tornoto, \Vinnipeg and Van­
couver. This project is still in the form­
ative stage but the prospects are very 
promising. 

On Friclav at 6 p.rn. His Excellency 
the Governor-General and Madame 
Vanier gave a reception in Government 
House to all in attendance at the con­
ference. The Governor-General was 
lavish in his praise of the luncheon 
tendered him and Madame Vanier last 
spring in the Royal Alexandra Hotel, 
Winnipeg. He sa,id it was the highlight 
of their western trip and was an excel­
lent example of how six public-spirited 
organizations could work together. 

On Saturday morning the formal 
part of the meeting of the Executive 
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Committee was completed. At that 
meeting, the President of the Feder­
ation. Charles E. Dojack, the Founder 
and Life Past-President, ,v. J. Linda!, 
and the first Vice-President, Dr. J. l\I. 
Kirschbaum of Toronto, were con­
tinued as the liaison committee be­
tween the Federation and the Centen· 
nial Commission. 

At noon on Saturday the recently 
appointed l\Jinister of Citizenship an�l 
Immigration, Hon Jean Marchand, 
tendered a luncheon to the delegates 
in attendance at the conference. He ad­
dressed the gathering and the Presi­
dent, Charles E. Dojack e:x:pressed the 
Yote of thanks. 

FOREWARNED IS FOREARMED 

Out in his swish new motor car, 
This Romeo and his lass, 
Scouring the country fast and far, 
Found himself out of gas. 

A splutter, spurt, and then a stop - -
"Too bad". (This rwfrh a smile.) 
"In tihe tank there's not a drop; 
Next source, a 'country mile' ". 

"All is not lost," replied the lass 
And dug into her purse. 
"\Ve'll remedy this sorry mess; 
Things could be vastly worse." 

With that she brought and held aloft 
A crock marked "Holland Gin". 
Forearmed makes the battle soft 
'Gaimt error and its twin." 

The boy's eyes lit up with glee - -
"Can this be truly true! ! ! 
I'll say, you are the girl for me, 
I do, I do, I do." 

"Not so fast," the girl broke in; 
"Your appetite's too keen.

This isn't vodka, nor yet gin; 
It's gas - it's gas-o-lene." 

R. R. 
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IN THE NEWS 

THE PLACE OF ICELANDIC IN 

WESTERN CULTURE 

Selecting the above as his title Hon. 
W. J. Linda!, Q.C., addressed the Ice­
landic Canadian Club of Toronto at 
its regular March meeting- He dealt 
with the migrations of Norsemen, in­
cluding the Danes, during the Viking 
period (800-1100) to the British Isles, 
Normandy and Iceland. He quoted 
authorities to show the importance of 
the "Old Norse-Icelandic" (a term he 
said he copied from Professor Haraldur 
Bessason) to the development of the 
English language during the following 
centuries, 1100-1400. He dwelt m con­
siderable detail on what he termed 
the amazing accomplishment of the 
Icelandic people in preserving Old 
Norse"Icelandic and streamlining the 
language without loss of the classical 
grammar and syntax. The speaker 
drew a parallel between Iceland's 
Golden Age of Literature, following 
the settlement of Iceland, and :the 
"little'' Golden Age of Icelandic liter­
ature in America during the half cen­
tury following the Icelandic migrations 
to the West. 

* 

FRED INGALDSON, Basketball Star 

In October last year, Ed Rearden, 
writing in �he ·winnipeg Tribune 
said: 

"St. Andrews Dunlops, defending 
Manitoba champions announced Fri-

day that Fred Ingaldson easily the best 
basketballer produced in these parts 
has replaced veteran Jimmy Bulloch 
at the helm." 

Ingalclson's climb up the basketball 
ladder of fame started in 1952 when 
he, as a junior played with the \Vin­
nipeg Light Infamy, who that year 
won (re Dominion Junior Champion­
ship. He went to Montana to play for 
the 1\Iontana State College and in his 
senior year 1955-56, ,vas the leading 
scorer and won the Most Valuable 
Player A ward. He returned to Win­
nipeg and was on the St- Vital Bull­
dogs who were the runners up in the 
Canadian Senior Basketball Cham­
pionships. Ingaldson then went to 
Ontario and for two years played with 
the Tillsonburg Livingstons. He was 
selected for the Canadian 1960 
Olympic team. 

Fred returned to \Vinnipeg and has 
been player choach for four years, first 
with Carlings and then the IPAC Buf­
faloes. The Toronto Dow Kings won 
the Dominion championships in 1964 
and added Ingaldson to its 1964 Olym­
pic team. 

As ,vas expected the Dunlops won 
the Senior league championships thi.� 
year and are, at the time of writing 
playing in the Dominion round robin 
championships ,in \Vinnipeg. ·writing­
in the \Vinnipeg Free Press on March 
26, Jack Bennett says: 
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''Those ·who know him will insist 

l ngaldson ha.s the sharpest basketball

mind in Canada."

Jim Daly, the Pan-Am man, has seen 

Ingaldson perform in Japan and 

South America- He says: 

"Fred knows the playing habits of 

every top amateur basketball player in 

the world. Don't think he doesnt know 

everything about St. Andrews oppon­

ents either." 

All eyes are on him in the champion­

ship contest out in the University gym­

nasium. 

* 

News Summary 

Dr. Oskar Thor Sigvaldason has 

taken over a position �vith H- G. Acres, 

consulting engineers at Niagara Falls, 

Ont., after four years of post-graduate 

studies in London, England, where last 
year he completed his Ph.D. thesis in 

concrete technology at the University 

of London. Dr. and Mrs. Sigvaldason 

during their stay overseas toured the 

British Isles, Iceland and ,the Contin­

ent. Mrs. Sigvaldason is the former 

Catherine Mcl\Iullen of Toronto. 

* 

George E- Browne, 1965 graduate in 

electrical engineering from Queen's 

University, Kingston, Ont., has enter­

ed the employ of ,the Iron Ore Com­

pany at Schefferville, Que. He is the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Browne of 

Elliott Lake, Ont., and grandson of 

Mr. and l\1rs. Otto Kristjanson of 

Geraldton, Ont. 

* 

l\finnesota State Treasurer Val 

Bjornson is writing a two-volume hi­

story of the state, to be published in 

1968. l\fr. Bjornson, with whom hi­

story has been a lifelong hobby, noted 

in Minneapolis that a five volume hi­

story of the state was published 30 

years ago by the late Governor Theo­

dore Christianson. l\fr. Bjornson said 

his history will be published by Lewis 
Historical Publishing Company of 

New York. 

* 

Miss Olivia M. Amason, daughter 

of Dr. and Mrs. J. S. Amason of Seat­

tle, ·washington, in January was elect­

ed president of the student body of 

the Helen Bush School for Girls in 

Seattle- An honor student, she won the 

election over .,ix other candidates. Miss 

Arnason, who teaches piano in her 
spare time, plans to enter the Univer­

sity of Puget Sound in Tacoma, vVash. 

next fall to continue her studies in 

literature, sociology and music, and 

later visit relatives in Iceland and Nor­

way. 

* 

Ab Magnusson, general superintend­

ent of the country elevator division 

during the past ten years, retired in 

February after completing 37 years of 

service with the Saskatchewan Wheat 
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Pool. His retirement follows 42 years 

in the grain trade. 

Born in Iceland l\fr. l\Iagnusson 

came to Canada in 1902 as a boy and 

settled in 1905 with his parents in the 

Leslie district where he attended 

school. 

l\fr. l\lagnusson entered the employ 

of the wheat pool in 1927 as agent at 

Norquav in the northeastern section 
. , 

of the province. Prior to this he had 

been a grain buyer in his home town 

of Leslie. His first job ,was as helper 

Pre-Centennial 

to Eddie Kristjansson of Ruttan. 

From 1928 til 1948 he was travelling 

superintendent for the wheat pool in 

the ·w adena, Canora and N arth Battle­

for district, was appointed divisional 

superintendent in 19°18, and in 1954 

made general superintendent for the 

northern half of the province. 

Mr. l\fagnusson was active in hockey 

and baseball as a young man and to­

day is an avid curler. In recent years 

he attended the Banff School of Ad­

Advanced Management. 

Canadian News 
In this and the other three issues of the magazine during the calendar year I 966. 

articles, editorials, news and other items relating to the evolution of the Canada 
of today will be published under the abovet general title. A considerable part 
of the material will be selected from "Canadian Scene" of Toronto. The editor, 

Miss Ruth Gordon, is ·working in close co-operation with the Centennial Com­
mission and attended the three day meeting of the Executive of The Canada 

Ethnic Press Federation, held in Ottawa, February 24, 25, and 26 this year. 

CANADA IS FOR EVERYONE 

For the first time, the Dominion 

Bureau of Statistics has published a 

breakdmrn, by federal political con­

stituencies, of Canada's racial origins. 

For this purpose, Canadians are divid­

ed into I I ethnic groups: British Isles, 

French, German, Italian, Jewish, the 

N ethdrfands, Polish, Russian, Scan­

dinavian, Ukrainian, native Indian 

and Eksimo: and three general cate­

gories: "Other European", Asiatic, and 

"Other and Not Stated". In Quebec. 

the major ethnic group is French in 

every constituency except four in Mon­

treal. In Notre Dame de Grace, the 

British exceed the French by more than 

two to one: in Jacques Cartier and in 

St. Antoine-'\Vestmount, the British 

just exceed the French- In ;\fount Rav­

al, the J e"·ish just exceed the British. 
who in turn narrmdy outnumber the 

French. In all oher provinces, the Bri-
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tish Isles provide ·the paramount eth­
nic group, ranking first in all but 17 
of their 190 constituencies. In ten con 
stituencies outside Quebec, the French 
form the largest group. The.-e are Ot­
tawa East, Stormont, Timmins, Coch­
rane, Nickel Belt, ;",;ipissing and Glen­
garry-Prescott in Ontario, and Kent. 
Gloucester and Restigouche-.\fadaw­
aska in Ne11· Bnmswich. In Queen's­
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, and in \Va­

terloo North, Ontario, and in Ros­
lhern, Saskatchewan, the largest eth­
nic group is German. In Dauphin, 
.\fanitoba, Yorkton, Saskatchewan, and 
Vcgreville. Alberta, the largest group 
is l'krainian. In Provencher, .\fanitoba 
he largest group i, Dutch. Onlv in the 
remote Northwest Territories do the 
n;itivc Indians and Eskimos form the 
largest ethnic group. 

Of 2G;i federal political constitu­
encies. all except six contain reprcsent­
a,t ion of at least I :l of the l 1 ethnic 
cLtssifications, Quebec's Iles de la 
.\fadeleine is racially Canada's purest 
communitv, with represc11 Lt tives of 
only eight diHncnt ethnic groups. 
Bcllcchasse has only nine ethnic 
groups and boasts the countn\ high­
cs t figure as being 99.7 per cent 
French. .\lontmagm·-L'Islct has ten 
ethnic groups while Kings, Prince Ed­
\\·anl Island, Kent, Xe,\· Brunswick. 
and Dorchester Quebec, each have l � 
groups. Ten comtituencies-fivc m 
Quebec, three in Newfoundland, one 
each in New Bnms,1·ick and the Yukon 

-have 13 groups. The other 249 con­
s,tituencies contain representatives of
all l 4 ethnic cla.ssifications. Three con­
sti tuenc:ies, all in the heart of Tory
Toronto - Davenport, Spadina and
Trinity-have more immigrants than
native,born Canadians. Toronto's York
Centre contains the most immigrants­
(i0,2:l2 and Quebec's :.Iagdalen Islands,
the fe11·est-37. From Canadian Scene

LARGEST RIG IN THE WORLD 

Canada's first off-shore drilling rig, 
being built for Shell Oil of Canada by 
Victoria, (B.C.) :Machinery Depot, is 
the largest of it5 kind in the world­
,o large that it is being built in sections 
Lo be floated into place and assembled 
in the Pacific Ocean, somewhere in the 
company's lease, which extend 100 
miles off-shore, from the U-S. border 
to the Queen Charlotte Islands. It will 
go into operation late in 1966. 

The rig is higher than a 30-storev 
building and will stand on the ocea� 
bottom in depths less than 135 feet. 
For w:1ter depths up to 800 feet, it will 
float 80 feet below the surface. Nine

lar�e anchors 1reighing :l0,000 pounds 
each 1\·ill hold the S9,000.000 semi-sub­
mersible oil drilling vessel on location 
in its floating position. It is designed 
to withstand the worst storm that could 
be cxpnienced.-Canadian Sciene 

SALE OF THE ROOK "THE ICELANDIC PEOPLE IN MANITOBA", by W. 
Kristjanson have, according to reports, been very good. Orders have been 
received from abroad, from Icebnd, Dclllnark, England, and Germany, 
as well as from the l'nitcc! SL1tcs A number of public libraries have 
bought the book, The price is $7.50 :md the book is available from 
the author at 1117 \Volseley Awnue, '\'innipeg 10, .\fanitoba, Canada. 
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Wedding Bouquets : : Cut Flowers 

Funeral Designs : : Corsages 

Phone SP 2·9509 700 Notre Dame 

Winnipeg 3 

- Opposite Hospital Stop -

ARLINGTON PHARMACY 1 
PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

POST OFFICE 

Sargent &: Arlington, 
Phone SU nset 3-5550 

Winnipeg 

Compliments 

Security Storage Co. Ltd. 

725 Portage Ave. Ph. 783-7171 

ROBERTS & WHYTE LTD. 

Sargent &:: Sherbrook St. 

Phone SPruce 4-3353 

THE WEST END'S 

FAMILY DRUG STORE 

NATO LETTER 

Nato Letter is published monthly 
by the Nato Information Service, 
under the authority of the Secretary 
General of the ;'\' orth A.tlantic Treatv 
Organization. In the issue of January, 
1966, under the general title "Iceland's 
Place in the "' orld" there are four 
articles. They are: "The Foreign Policy 
of Iceland" by "\gnar Kl. J 6nsson, Sec­

reary General of the Icelandic :Min­

istry for Foreign Affairs; "Iceland's 
Foreign Trade", by Th6rhallur A�­
geirsson, Secretary General of the Ice­
landic .\Iinistry of Commerce; "Ice· 
land's Cultural Heritage" bv Dr. Helgi 
P. Briem. of the Icelandic .\Iinistry for
Foreign Affairs; and "Science and In­
clustrial DeYclopmcnt in Iceland", bY
Steingrimur Hermannsson, Director of
the Icelandic National Research Coun­
cil.

The following are an indication of 
the Yal11e of this published statement 
of "Iceland's Place in the \Vorld." 

"' Vhen Iceland became a sovereign 
rnuntrv in 1918 she declared herself 
permanently neutral . . . \Vhen the 
Second \Yorld "'ar broke out, the 
people of Iceland still hoped that their 
declared neutr:ilitv would be sufficient 
to protect them .. . .  By the end of 
the war,therefore, little had survived 
of Iceland's policy of 'permanent 
neutrality' . . . Iceland is of great 
strategic importance as a link for her 
powerful partners in the Atlantic Al­
liance." -Agnar Kl. J6nsson, 

"In recent years foreign t radc ha, 
expanded at a remarkably high rate. 
... Herc I come to the most important 
long-term problem facing us in the 
field of foreign trade, that is the emerg­
ence of the European .\Iarketing organ-
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new automated process­
ing plants are skyrock­
eting Manitoba's food 
producls output. 

RESEARCH 

CO�IPLEX 

�fanitoba has a grow­
ing network of rocket 
sitc.s, space fuel, rocket­
ry guidance, electronic 
and nuclear power re­
search facilities. 

:\fanitoln scncs the 
rich �fidwest Canadian 
and l'nited States mar­
ket of 3:i million con- . \ burgeoning �fan­
surners; exports to the itoba chemicals and rc­
world. fininQ' industn fates! 

addition. a �3() millio'l 
chemical fertilizer com 
plex. 

ANIT 

B 0 

B II 

Ill INDUSTRI 

UNDER AV 

L 

:i\Ianitoba is on the brink of the most 
remarkable surge of industrial growth 
in it.s history. :i\Ianufacturing output 
is forging ahead; employment rate 
stands second to none in Canada; vital 
new industrial plants are being estab­
lished; and giant steps are being taken 
in the de,·elopment of mineral and for­
est resources, power, agriculture and 
transport. e This striking progress is 
no accident intensive research and 

planning; the best management-labour­
governrnent co-operation in the nation: 
realistic bwiiness climate and practical 
assistance program, help industry 
realize full potential. :i\Ianitoba's phys­
ical advantages:- plentiful land, 11·ater, 
power and raw materials; diverse manu­
facturing base: .skilled and vigorom 
labour force; strategic location, excel­
lent transport and rich markets. 

SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES The boom has onh started Proven opportunities 
available right now, are: iron and steel plant; integrated vegetable oil plant; vegetable frcelin:.; 
pbnt; egg melange plant; agricultural implement plant; 
glass container plants; livestock feed facilities; soft goods 
manufacturing facilities; kraft paper board mill; dimen­
sion stock lumber mill: chemicals complex. 

PROVI�CE OF 

ANITOB 
e :For details write Department of Industry and Commerce, Winnipeg 1, Manitoba, Canada.
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NATO LETTER 
izations and how Iceland can safeguard 
its interests, isolated as it is, in a com­
mercially divided ·western Europe. 
Iceland, is, with Ireland, one of the 
few "\Vestern European countries which 
is a member of neither EFTA nor 
EEC."-Th<'>rhallur Asgeirsson 

"It fell to the lot of Iceland to con­
-�erve an important strain in the cul­
ture of Northern Europe, about 
whose historv between 800 ancl 1200 
.\.D: we w01;ld know very little were 
it not for what was written here in 
Iceland. Iceland's culture is its liter· 
at ure, and a surprisingly rich liter­
ature it is. . . . The Ecldas contain 
practically everything we know of the 
old religion of Northern Europe .... 
The Sagas are family histories. . . . . 
There are Sagas about the outstanding 
lamilies in nearly every district in Ice­
land, and many of them are so well 
written. that we seem to know the 
people described there better than our 
next door neighbors". 

-Dr. Helgi P- Briem

"Iceland almost completely escaped 
the indmtrial revolution, and as a mat­
ter ot fact very few changes took 
place before the beginning of this cen­
turv. lt is often difficult to find con­
c-rete exa1nples of the effect of science 
on economy. A good example, however. 
can be found in the development of 
the herring inclusry. For many years 
fishing for herring was a lottery, em· 
ploying a great number of people for 
approximately three months during 
the summer and completely dependent 
on herring being available off the 
north or norh-eastern coasts of the 
country. The fluctuations ·were tremen­
dous and their effect on the economy 
was severe. . . . This new knowledge 
and technique has completely changed 

the herring fisheries from being a lot­
terv of three months in the summer 
to , a fairly certain industry of nine 
months duration or more.'' 

-Steingrimur Hermannsson
If requests come in for the complete 

articles they will be published-W.J.L.

PARK-HANNESSON 
LTD. 

Distributors of 
Commercial Fishing Equipment 
:\.Jarine Hcirdware 

WINNIPEG - EDMONTON 

Gilbart Funeral Homes 
309 Eveline St. 

SELKIRK, l\1 AN. 

Phone 3271 

FIRST STREET 

GIMLI, MAN. 

Phone ZE 17000 

Serving the Interlake Area -
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. and -:VIrs. Tryggvi Halldorson of 
"\1/ynyard, Sask., were honored bv 
friends of the community in Decemhe� 
on the occasion of their 60th weddino 

h anniversary. 

* 

Mr. and :Mrs. Sigurbjorn Sigurdson 
of Vancouver, B-C., formerly of River­
ton and "\Vinnipeg, last fall were 
honored by family ancl friends at the 
Vancouver home of their son and 
daughter-in-law, i\Ir. and Mrs. Harold 
Sigurdson on the occasion of their ,50th 

YOU LIKE IT· IT LIKES YOU 

wedding a�nive_rsary, and subsequent­
ly at a family dmner at the Vancouver 
Tennis and Badminton Club. 

Following their marriage Mr. Sig­
urclson was for a number of vears 'a 
merchant at Riverton, ancl con'iing to 
Winnipeg took mu the post of �hief 
of the fisheries branch of the i\Ianitoha 
department of mines and natural re­
sources. A gifted musician, he formed 
and directed m·er the yearn choir 
g-roups in New Iceland, and in vVin­
nipeg was long director of he Icelandic 
male voice choir and the choir of the 
Icelandic First Lutheran Church. H c 
is an accomplished cellist. 

Use the 
Fort Garry Hotel 

for 
id · • St:I 

Vou can be sure of superb 
service and accommoda• 
tion at competitive prices. 

Consult our Moitre D' 

Phone WH 2-8251 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sigurdson have seven 
children, Harold in Vancouver, Frid· 
rick at Hamilton and Baldur at Sarnia. 
Ont-, Agnes Helga and Louise, both in 
New York City, Helen, Mrs. A. A. Eke­
berg of Tacoma, ,Vash., and Thora, 
Mrs. Gordon MacLeod of Toronto, 
Ont. All were graduates of the Uni­
versity of Manitoba. There are 12 
grandchildren. 

* 

Mr. and Mrs- Sigurthor Sigurdson 
were honored last November by rel­
atives and friends on the occasion of 
their 50th wedding anniversary at the 
home of their son-in-law and daughter 
i\fr. and Mrs. Ed Gallagher at 822 
Downing Street in '\Vinnipeg. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sigurdson were mar­
ried in Winnipeg in 1915 by the late 
Rev. Runolfur Marteinson. They had 
eight children, of whom seven are liv-

SELKIRK MOTOR PRODUCTS 
LTD. 

The Place to Buy Your New 

• CHEVROLET

• OLDSMOBILE

• ENVOY-EPIC

• CHEV. TRUCKS

SELKIRK PHONE 482-3140 

WINNIPEG PHONE 452-1085 

- FRED SMITH, Manager -

ing. The latter are Thor, Gudni, Thor­
dur, Ragnheidur, ;\lrs• '\Villiam Suffb, 
Eirika, i\Irs. J. Jameson, and Mrs. Gal­
lagher, all of "\Vinnipeg, and Barbara. 
i\frs. Clyde Sinitsin of Vancouver, B.C. 
A son, Johann, lost his life while serv­
ing overseas ,dth the R.C.A.F. 
during the Second World \Var. There 
are 21 grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren. 

* 

Mr. and Mrs- Bjorn S. Johnson of 
Glenboro were honored by relatives 
and friends in November on the oc­
casion of their 50th wedding anniver· 
sary. 

They ·were married in 1915 at the 
home in the neighboring Argyle dist­
rict of Mr. Johnson's parents, Mr. and 
i\frs. Olgeir Frederickson, by Rev. Frid· 
rik Hallgrimsson. They have two 
daughters, Ellen, :\Irs. Reg. Rawlings 

YOUR GUARANTEE OF ... 

GOOD FOOD 

SALISBURY 

HOUSE 

e COFFEE SHOPS 

2·1 HOUR TAKE OUT SERVICE 

Winnipeg - Brandon - Kenora 
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of Glenboro, and :Margaret, Mrs- R. 
E. Helgason of Burnaby, B.C.

l\Ir. Johnson was born at Gardar,
North Dakota, in 1887 and came to 
Canada in 1902 with his parents who 
�ettled in the Grund district near Glen­
boro. l\Irs. Johnson was the former 
Hilla Frederickson. Four years after 
their marriage they took over the Fred­
erickson farm were they lived until 
their retirement in 1958 to make their 
home in Glenboro. 

Over the years l\lr. Johnson served 
on the board of Grund Lutheran 
Church, the council of the Rural 
l\Iunicipality of Argyle, Glenboro Pool 
Elevator Association and Glenboro 
Hospital board- He was also variously 
secretary-treasurer of both Rola and 
Hekla school districts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bjorn Johnson of 
Foam Lake, Sask., were honored in 
September on the occa.sion of their 
50th wedding anniversary. Following 
their marriage they farmed for a num­
ber of years in the Kristnes district and 
in 1949 moved to make their home in 
Foam Lake. 

* 

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Hrappsted of 
Leslie, Sask. ,l'ere honored at a gather­
ing in Leslie Hall in December on the 
occasion of their 50th •wedding an­
niversary- They ha,·e lived all their 
married life on their farmstead seven 
miles north of Leslie, a showplace in 
the community. 

* 

Subscribe to The Icelandic Canadian 

HEINTZMAN 

Richmond 

SHERLOCK-MANNING 

NORD HEIMER 
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"TANGLEFIN" NYLON NETTING 
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BRANCH AT EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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ITEMS FROM FELJIGSBLADID 

Published by the Icelandic American Club of Southern California 

WINDS OF HURRICANE PRO­

PORTIONS BUFFET ICELAND 

Iceland suffered under one if its 

worst winter stonns on January 29th­

·winds of up to 141 kilometers per

hour aided by snow and freezing tem­

peratures created havoc and caused

millions of kr. damage around the

country. The winds tore roofs of

houses, broke windows, tossed cars and

people around and tore ships from

their moorings in the harbors- The

10,000 square foot roof of the new

warehouse and office building of

BE WISE! 

Hekla HF in Reykjavik tore off in 

one piece and landed in an empty 

parking lot that moments before had 

held 20 to 30 new cars imported lw 

the firm. 

Several small boats sank in Reykja­

vik harbm under the weight of the 

ice that froze on them in the freezing 

weather. 

Several ships tore loose from their 

mooring in Reykjavik and one of them 

the fi.shing trawler Solberg was 

beached by the high ,vinds. During 

the height of the storm the wind was 

2�-"'J,e 

Shirt Launderers 

Visit Our Plant at-Sargent & Toronto 

Let AU.-WAYS Help You With Your Holiday or Trip 
to Spain - your ALl1 ALIA Airlines Agent • •• 
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so intense that the only contact pos­
sible with some of the ships tied up at 
the piers in Reykjavik was by radio 
as the weather and the rising sea made 
the piers unpassable. The high seas 
also forced the dosing of the coastal 
street of Shtlagata in Reykjavik as 
the street ·was more or less under ,va­
ter. T,rn airplanes overturned at Rey­
kjavik airport in the high winds. 

* 

Ragnar Boa,.,on is ,the name of the 
most famous Chef in Los c\ngeles- He 
hails from Seyc'5isfjiirc'5ur and is now 
Chef at the ,\mbassador Hotel Coconut 
Crovc. He is rn::rried to a charmin:-; 
American wife. 

* 

The \·cry popular \fr. and \Irs. Geir 
Jr'm Hclagson ( Regina) Jrnrn Squamish. 
B. C. were in Los Angelese visiting

their many friends. They own and 
operate a beautiful motel in the town 
of Squamish. B.C. 

* 

Axel Axelsson is the new president 
of the Leif Erikson Association foT 
1966. Axel just returned from a 
Christmas vacation in Iceland and 
needless to say, he enjoyed it im­
mensely. 

* 

\Ir. Petur J. Thorsteinsson, our ne'I\· 
. \mb:1ssador in \Vashington has given 
�2:;.00 to the Felagsblaoio for the ben­
efit ol the paper. This is the first gift 
in money the paper has received in its 
l ;i years of existence. \Ir. Ambassador,
we thank you very much for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness towards 
ti., here in the west. 
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