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the most beautiful
choice of gifts

from near and far,
for every occasion

in
EATON'S
and always

distinctively wrapped

in glittering, golden

foil and ribbon

at no extra charge!
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Gift Shop, EATON'S Sixth Floor, Hargrave,
Dial SUnset 3-2115, Dept. 619

EATON'S oF CANADA

“Ever reaching out the roots

Retain their strengthening power”.



‘Shop The Easy Way’ ...

. .A mere 8 seconds is

all vou have te spare
from your busy schedule
te d¢ your shopping at

Simpsons-Sears . . . .

Just Dial

775-0131

62129, OF YOUR SUGAR DOLLAR GOES TO

Manitoba Sugar Beet Growers

For every dollar spent on Manitoba sugar, 62% cents
are returned to the Manitoba farmers. Over %00 sugar
beet growers are the backbone of a young and important

industry which produces over 60 million pounds of sugar.

The MANITOBA
SUGAR Co. Ltd.

WINNIPEG ~— MANITOBA

COMPLIMENTS OF . ..

MACLEQDS

Serving The West For 43 Years
142 AUTHORIZED DEALER STORES
77 RETAIL STORES
4 MAIL-ORDER WAREHOUSES
GENERAL OFFICES

1301 Ellice Avenue Phone SPruce 2-9561

3 STORES IN GREATER WINNIPEG

118—120 Higgins Avenue Phone WHitehall 2-8568
1415 Main Street, North Phone JUstice 6-6719
507—-509 St. Mary's Rd. St. Vital Phone CHapel 7-2377
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HERCULES SUPPLY LTD.

124 PRINCESS STREET WINNIPEG 2, MAN.

Phone 942.2417 — 942.2418

DISTRIBUTORS OF:

® COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES
® MARTIN SENOUR PAINTS
® DRY GOODS and SMALLWARES
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Compliments of

YOUR INVESTORS REPRESENTATIVES

“your best friends financially”

Chavestons

SYNDICATE LIMITED
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“THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL
BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, AND FOR PAYMENT
OF POSTAGE IN CASH.” — PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST. WPG. 3.
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WITH COMPLIMENTS OF

Sigardson Fisheries Ltd.

Producers of Lake Winnipeg Fish

Grey Goose Bus Lines
Limited
Telephone 3782456 301 BURNELL ST. — WPG. 10, MAN.

RIVERTON MANTTOBA Phone SUnset 6-1427
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Riverton Co-Op Creamery .
Plasterin Stucco Ornamental
Ass’n Ltd. 8

CREAMERY  GENERAL STORE H. Sigurdson & Son Litd.

Riverton Brand First-Grade Butter Plastering Contracters and Builders

Graded Eggs

Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware, Feed H. M. Sigurdson H. Sigurdson
Fertilizer, Oil, Grease 1410 Erin St. 526 Arlington St.

PHONE 79-251 RIVERTON, MAN. Ph. SPruce 2-6860 Ph. SPruce 2-1272

: et et e
i
' YOU’LL GET MORE ATTENTION FROM

MR, B—A
IR, B—F
ALWAYS GLAD TO SERVE YOU.

THE BRITISH AMEHI(A" 0". Company Limited

BOOTH FISHERIES
CANADIAN COMPANY LIMITED

235 GARRY STREET
WINNIPEG MANITOBA

Selkirk, Man. —  Winnipegosis, Man. — The Pas, Man.
MAFEKING, MANITOBA
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COMPLIMENTS OF . ..

YOUR COMMUNITY HOTELS
GIMLI HOTEL

GIMLI, MANITOBA

ARBORG HOTEL

ARBORG, MANITOBA

HEAD OFFICE

moves o Gelhorn Motors Ltd.

CITY HALL

2000 MAIN STREET
City Hydro’s Head Office, former-
ly located at 55 Pricness Street, has
moved to the [ifth [loor of the new
City Hall, Main St. and William
Avenue.

WINNIPEG 17

Office hours are the same as pre-
viously — Monday to Friday, 8:15
am. to 4:30 p.m. Telephone num-
bers are as listed in the new
directory.

Your friendly

fFalcon, Fairlane

and Galaxie
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. l=§ ’ Dealers
5th Floor, City Hall, Winnipeg 2
McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd.

since 1906

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL

“'One Peice or a Carload”

WINNIPEG

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

TALLIN, KRISTJANSSON, PARKER, MARTIN & MERCURY

CLIVE K. TALLIN, Q.C.

HUGH B. PARKER A. F. KRISTJANSSON
B. STUART PARKER L. N. MERCURY

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

W. S. A. MARTIN

Second Floor

210 OSBORNE STREET WINNFPEG 1

Selkirk Garage
Ltd.

THE PLACE TO BUY

YOUR NEW
CHEVROLET PARK- HANNESSON
OLDSMOBILE LTD.
Distributors of
Commercial Fishing Equipment
PH. 482—3140 G. Sigurdson, Prop. Marine Hardware
or 452-1085
WINNIPEG — EDMONTON
MOVING PACKING STORING

BEAVER MOVING & STORACGE

Agents For Allied Van Lines
960 LOGAN AVE.,, WINNIPEG PHONE SUnset 3-5412

B. Greenberg, Manager.
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We welcome appointments as Co-

Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson e welcome appoments &
Physician and Surgeon Xecutor with members ot the
PHONE SPruce 29453 Em £ Hall family with full knowledge that it

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE CHEMISTS LTD. creates a personal relationship and

Logan and Keewatin

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 419 GRAHAM AVE. WH 33431

provides a family voice in management.

Montreal Trust has accumulated in its

b e []
preservu‘g seventy years of trust service a vast

store of experience in the successful

Eggertson & Eggertson .
ee £e 'a m'ly administration of estates and is well

Barristers & Solicitors GREETINGS

qualified to provide the technical skill

500 Power Building ugn
Portage Ave. & Vaughan St. tradltlon needed by your executor.

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG from— A FRIEND A talk with one of our experienced trust
officers will aid you in developing an

estate plan to meet your wishes and

provide a family voice in management.

e
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RAMSAY-MATTHEWS LIMITED McKague, Sigmar | Montreal Trust Gompany
Notre Dame at Albert Street

103 Medical Arts Building, & Company
8 REAL ESTATE — MORTGAGE LOANS C. LOWE Winnipeg. Manitoba . T. MARTIN

All Types of Insurance
Rental Management
200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-1746

537 ELLICE AVE. WINNIPEG 2

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, S. A. THORARINSON
saundel’s & Ma“l‘o Barrister and Solicitor

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg.

Barristers, Solicitors, etc

209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 364 Main Street
Portage Ave. and Garry St.

Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg OFFICE PHONE WHitehall 2-7051

(Guild) Prescription Opticians Assistant General Manager Manager

WINNIPEG

Arthur A, Anderson | | srmmeon araniACY Capital Lumber Co. Ltd.

PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS

representing POST OFFICE SERVIGE AND SATISFACTION
ALL WAYS TRAVEL BUREAU Sargent % Arlington,
Phone WH 2-2535 Res. GL 25446 Phone SUnset 3-5550 92 Higgins Avenue Winnipeg 2 Phone WH 3-1455
315 HARGRAVE ST WINNIPEG 2 Winnipeg _
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RUSSEL MOTORS ILTD,

730 Portage Avenue
HOME OF

CHRYSLER — IMPERIAL — PLYMOUTH — VALIANT
FARGO TRUCKS

Excellent Selection of GUARANTEED USED CARS & TRUCKS

——r—

.

SNOWIDONS ILTID.

BEST IN — TELEVISION — FURNITURE — APPLIANCES

3 STORES TO SERVE YOU

105 Regent—Phone CA 2-9290 261 Kelvin — Phone 533-5763
Transcona, Man. Winnipeg 15, Man.

2163 Portage — Phone VE 7-1341
St. James, Manitoba

COMPLIMENTS OF

v2 Your Local
WHITE

‘"5 WHITE ROSE DEALER

Compliments of

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD.

“The Painter’s Supply House Since 1908”

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, Man. Phone WH 3-7395
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The Icelandic Celebration: 75

The seventy-fifth Icelandic Cele-
bration is now history. It was a suc-
cess.

Seventy-five years may seem a short
time by Old World standards but it is
relatively a much longer period in the
annals of the New World. In America,
seventy-five years have seen virgin
lands settled and villages become
metropolitan cities. Seventy-five years
ago, in 1890, Sir John A. Macdonald
was Prime Minister of Canada and the
Ist Icelandic church in Winnipeg had
been built only three years previously.

Pioneering events have a special
signiticance, but further to that the
first Icelandic celebration, held in
Victoria Park in Winnipeg, was a
memorable occasion. The day began
with an impressive procession from the
starting point at the corner of Ross
and Nena (Sherbrook) to the Victoria
Gardens, east of Main Street. The
Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba, Sir
John Schultz, was a guest of honor,
and the American, Danish, and Ger-
man consuls, and other dignitaries,
were invited guests. There was a long
and varied program, with speeches,
singing, original poems, and a variety
of sports. The Icelandic community
in Winnipeg was at that time relatively
much larger than it is now, and
furthermore there were numerous
visitors from the Icelandic com-
munities in rural Manitoba and North
Dakota; the procession was one of the
most impressive that the city of some
twenty ‘thousand had as yet witnessed,
and the event attracted attention; it
was fully and favorably reported in the
Winnipeg dailies.

At the seventy-fifth celebration, held
at Gimli, there was an impressive pro-
gram. The Prime Minister of Iceland,
Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson, was the guest
of honor and the main speaker.

Greetings from the Government of
Canada were conveyed by Hon. Wil-
liam M. Benidickson; from the Gov-
ernment of Manitoba by Hon. George
Johnson, and from the City of Win-
nipeg by Mayor Stephen Juba. His
Honour, Errick F. Willis, Q.C., Lieut-
enant Governor of Manitoba, follow-
ing the pattern set by his predecessor
of 1890, gave the toast to Canada.
There were visitors hailing from North
Dakota, Vancouver, and Alaska.

The Prime Minister in his address,
paid tribute to the contribution of the
Icelandic people in America to Iceland.
He recalled from personal knowledge
a stream of visitors from America ever
since the days of his youth, naming
several prominent persons. From Am-
erica there had been a contribution
of practical and technical knowledge,
as in the development of hydro-electric
power, and ithere had been a vitally
important contribution in the launch-
ing of the Icelandic Steamship Com-
pany in 1914. The Icelandic people
in America, he said, had opened a
window for Iceland on the great out-
side world.

Referring to present day association
between Iceland and Canada, Dr. Ben-
ediktsson recalled that he and the pre-
sent Prime Minister of Canada, Hon.
Lester B. Pearson, had signed the
NATO pact on behalf of their respec-
tive countries. NATO he called a
shield of freedom.
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The Prime Minister was an ambas-
sador of good will. He made a very
favorable impression with his personal
charm, outgoing personality, and his
directness and democratic manner.
During his stay in Winnipeg he and
his wife fra Sigridur, were guests at
Government House, and he was honor-
ed . the City of Winnipeg, and
dinnered by the Icelandic community.

The Front Cover tells a real and a
true story. But it is more than that.
It epitomizes what will be, not to-
morrow but in the scores of years, and
even centuries that lie ahead.

Behind, but yet on guard, perhaps
more closely watching the more distant
than the immediate future, is fra Sig-
ridur Bjornsdottir, wife of Bjarni
Benediktsson, the Prime Minister of
Iceland. She is the embodiment of Ice-
land’s culture, now in full bloom, a
culture not entirely limited to Iceland.

On the right is Bjarni their son. He
is studying law at the University of
Iceland and eagerly accepted the first
oppertunity accorded him to travel to
Canada and see for himself what is
being retained of the heritage the Ice-
landic pioneers brought with them.

Tualking to young men and women
of nIis age, who trace their ancestry
through at least one branch of the
family tree to Iceland and watching
therm in action, Bjarni was able to see
how much of the essence of Icelandic
culture is being retained, diffused and
passed on. His interest in the young
people he met is the type of encourage-
ment they need as they perform their
twofold duty in this, their homeland.

On the left is Donald Arni Flatt.

in 1886 a man by the name of Jén
Arnason migrated from Icejand to
Canada with his wife and six children.

THE FRONT COVER

The celebration of 1890 was a source
of inspiration to the Icelandic people
in America at that time and in the
ears since the celebration has been a
factor in promoting community spirit
and in the maintenance of the bond
between kinsmen in America and Ice-
land. The Icelandic Celebration of
1964 was in the West tradition of the
past seventy-five years.—W. Kristjanson

One of them Arni, was then nine years
old. The family settled in Winnipeg
and chose the surname Anderson. Arni,
who studied law and practised in Win-
nipeg married Annie M. MacDonald,
a Canadian girl of Scottish des-
cent. Both of them became strong sup-
porters of the then Methodist Church,
Arni being in his day one of the top
Sunday School teachers in Winnipeg.
Their daughter, Olive, who did not
learn Icelandic, married William D.
Flatt. One of the children of that mar-
riage is Donad Arni Flatt, one-quarter
of Icelandic descent. He has obtained
the B.A. and B. Ed. degrees and this
fall will commence studies for the
Masters degree. He has a definite liter-
ary bent and has become interested in
the Sagas and other Icelandic liter-
ature. Deeply impressed by the samples
of that literature which he has read in
translation and, as he says, appreciative
of his mother’s Icelandic traits, Donald
has decided to study Icelandic as part
of his Master of Arts degree.

The present factual picture provides
a glimpse of the widening picture of
the future.

Iceland’s teeming Tree of Life

In tender leaf and flower,

Ever reaching out the roots

Retain their strengthening power.
W.J. L.



Frd Déora Porhallsdottir
IN MEMORIAM

The sad news of the passing of fru Doéra Porhallsdottir, the
wife of His Excellency the President of Iceland, has just reached us.

The untimely death of Her Excellency leaves all Icelanders
and the numerous friends of the young Republic of Iceland with
a deep feeling of bereavement. In no small measure does this sense
of loss make itself felt among Canadians of Icelandic descent who
still cherish the memory of the visit to Canada by the President and
his lady three years ago. Canadian Icelanders clearly recall the manv
occasions in recent years on which warm and generous hospitality
was bestowed upon them at the Presidential Home in Iceland. Fri:
Déra Poérhallsdottir always took a keen interest in the descendants
of Iceland in North America and along with her husband, she addec
new strength to the bonds between Iceland and its sons and daugh-
ters in the west. Ours is an abiding gratitude for her distinguished
service.

Her Excellency was exceptionally well qualified for her high
position as “The First Lady of Iceland”. Refinement was a person-
ality trait with her and an unmistakable mark of noble origin. All
her life she had been in a position where she could virtually feel
the very heartbeat of the Icelandic nation. Her parents were Por-
hallur Bjarnason, a Bishop of Iceland and his wife fra Valger8ur
Jonsdottir. Thus the home of her youth was the bishopric at Laufés
vid Reykjavik—a home which for a long time was widely recognized
for its unique atmosphere of culture and learning. She married the
man who at an early age became one of Iceland’s leading statesmen
and rose to become President of Iceland. Last summer he was re-
elected President by acclamation—equally a tribute to fra Dora and
Asgeir Asgeirsson.

Our heartfelt condolences go to His Excellency the President,
his [amily, and the Icelandic nation as a whole.

One of the Keys to the English Language

The fcllowing is an extract, in translation, from the address delivered by BJARNI
BENEDIKTSSON, Prime Minister of Iceland, at the International Inn, Winnipeg,
on Wednesday, August 5th, 1964,

All of us, whose roots lie deep in Icelandic soil, have abun-
dant grounds to be proud of our descent.

Actually, it is exceptional that a nation so small in numbers,
shouid be able to maintain an independent and a richly cultural
state in a land of such size and adverse elements as Iceland. At
the same time it is little short of a miracle that you, west of the
Atlantic, in that vastness of nations, should not only have suc-
ceeded in sailing your ship of state on a course leading to weal
and distinction, but should at the same time have succeeded in
maintaining fresh and undiminished a memory of your origin and
your former homeland. To accomplish this you have drawn upon
your rich store of energy, your courage, your patience and your
exceptional faith. Through this, but with due modesty, we have
reason to be proud. It is the hope of all that this Icelandic tenacity
will be perpetuated in your descendants wherever they may go.

But even if we desire to maintain the distinetly Icelandic
traits we must not forget that the Icelandic people are not an in-
digenous growth. They alone do not inhabit this planet.

It has frequently been stated that western civilization de-
rives from three main root elements, Greek, Roman and Hebrew.
Not for a moment would I minimize any of the following: the
independence of thought and the arts of the Greeks; the Roman
administration of law; the Hebrew background to the Christian
religion. But, above all, here in Canada you must not forget the
great contribution the north-western part of Europe has made
to present day civilization.

In order to appreciate this one need but consider the im-
portant role the English language is playing. It is the main lan-
guage throughout North America, and it is hoped, will increasing-
ly become a world language which every nation will understand
alongside its native tongue. The man who seeks to understand the
origins of English will find that no living language can provide a
better means for that purpose than Icelandic.
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It is for that reason that a study of the Icelandic language
means much more than the mere ability to understand and con-
verse in a language which fewer than 200,000 people use in their
daily contacts.

It would be unrealistic to imagine that large r}umbe}”s of
people will either have the opportunity or even the desire to iearn
Icelandic merely for the purpose of acquiring a better understand-
ing of the essence, the construction, and the evolution of the Eng-
lish language. But men of learning who seek to acquire that
understanding, and be in a position to impart that understanding
to others, are bound to benefit greatly from a study of Icelandic.

A grasp of Icelandic learning is more than a mere language
study; it leads to a literature which is an exqeptlonal product c_)f
an ancient culture, and is no less a contribution to western civil-
ization than the three other culural heritages—the Greek, the
Roman, and the Hebrew. We who speak with knowledge, recog-
nize that some of the Icelandic Sagas, and the “I{_elmskrlqgla
(story of the Norse Kings) compare favourably with the finest
literature which was produced at or about that time anywhere in
the world. Some acquaintance with the best in that literature
should be equally a part of the general store of knowledge as
choice selections from the Greeks, the Romans a_nd the Hebrews.
This applies particularly to “Havamal”, the Sayings of the Wise
One, Voluspa”, The Sybil’s Prophecy, and also some of the old
Icelandic laws.

In that ancient literature one will find examples of that
calm of mind and self control which distinguish the Anng-SaxonS
from others; also a guide to the democratic process whlqh they,
more successfully than any other people, have developed in their
forms of government. N

It is regrettable that interest in this phase of western civil-
ization appears to be less at present than at other times. That, no
doubt, is partly the result of the disrepute of Nazi-German propo-
ganda which presumptuously appropriated that literature to it-
self and gave it a wholly misleading interpretation. For that
reason it is the more important that we take pains that the Norse
contribution be not forgotten.

In that field you, Vestur-islendingar (Westerr_l-Icelan_ders)
have special opportunities and indeed special duties in relat19n to
your Icelandic origin. By maintaining a loyalt): to your herltag.e

you not only enrich your own lives but you provide color.and vari-
ety to the cultural life of your Canadian nation—a nation which
has already become and will increasingly continue to be one of
the leading nations of the free world.
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Extracts from address of Hon. Errick F. Willis

The following are extracts from the speech by His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governcr

of Manitoba, HONOURABLE ERRICK F. WILLIS, on the 75th Anniversary of the

Icelandic Celebration at Gimli Park, Monday, August 3rd, 1964 and excerpis from

his remarks at the Banquet in the International Inn, Metro-Winnipeg, Wednesday,
August 5th, 1964.

We welcome today the Prime Min-
ister of Iceland, Dr. Bjarni Benedikts-
son, Mrs. Benediktsson and their son
Bjarni. We are honoured they are stay-
ing with us at Government House, and
each day I learn more about Iceland.

One half of those who left Iceland
came to Canada and of those, more
than fifty per cent came to the Prov-
ince of Manitoba.

We acknowledge, with thanks, the
great contribution made by these cul-
tured immigrants to Canada.

I am happy to point out that persons
of Icelandic descent have achieved
many of the most important positions
in Canada—in the judiciary, field of
medicine, as professionals in the other
professions, and also in the field of
politics.

In Canada we are all immigrants, or
sons or grandsons of immigrants. My
people left Ireland at the time of the
last potato famine and I think they
made a wise choice.

The girls from Iceland were beaut-
iful and the men were aggressive and
consequently they were soon assimilat-
ed into the fabric of Canada, to the
great benefit of our country.

I have been asked today to speak on
Canada. The first thing I should like
to say is that our best Canadians are
those who respect and honour their
racial background.

I feel that in the past we have failed
to speak out in regard to the fine
qualities of our country, and that as
a result we are not as well informed as
we should be, in reference to Canada.

We are a member of the DBritish
Commonweakth of Nations, and as
such we become not merely a nation of
eighteen million people but, in ad-
dition, we form an important part of
the Commonwealth of Nations of
some six hundred million people.

We have the advantage of being a
pioneer nation—for the people of Can-
ada are either pioneers or sons or
grandchildren of pioneers. \We have
not, therefore, gone soft in spite of
the fact that we are reasonably well
fed and constantly attending banquets.
The ability of our people to withstand
hardships was well exemplified in the
difficult period of the 1930’s when our
people successfully stood the test of
that depression with courage and de-
termination.

Law and order are well maintained
in Canada. Our courts, based upon the
British system, have the full respect
of the people. Our judges are carefully
selected and are appointed for a period
extending until they reach the age of
seventy-five years.

Our people have always been inter-
nationalists, and no: isolationists.
Early in the life of our nation it was
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realized that Canada could not be
neutral, and as a consequence we have
always been active on the side of
justice as we saw it. Our sacrifices and
contributions to other nations have
been very large indeed, when it is re-
membered that we only have two-thirds
of one percent of the population of the
world.

We have no aristocracy worthy of
the name and as a consequence Can-
ada is ruled and controlled by the
great middle class. We do not have any
large numbers of people who are either
extremely rich or extremely poor.

Although our population is small
we have accepted our full responsibil-
ity as a nation. Canada now is one of
the vice-presidents of the United Na-
tions, and we have taken a full part in
NATO. In the last war 42,000 Can-
adians were killed in foreign fields,
and we spent twenty billion dollars in
that patriotic effort. We are still spend-
ing two billion dollars annually for
defence.

There are those who fear that the
large investment which has been made

- —
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in Canada by our American friends
will be highly detrimental to our coun-
try. They even suggest that Canada is
owned by the people of the United
States and that we will soon become
a part of that great nation.

I have more confidence in our public
men in Canada than to believe that it
will become possible for the United
States to rule Canada simply by the
investment of large sums of money in
our country.

Political control 1s quite a different
matter to the mere investment of
money and, as in the instance of Great
Britain, this becomes a political im-
possibility having in mind the present
good character of our public men.

If T have given you greater pride in
Canada, or if I have given you some
satisfactory reasons to prove ithe great-
ness of Canada, or some facts to pass
on to your children—or if I have given
you a desire to serve your community
—or even if 1 can send you away with
a feeling that you are glad to be a Can-
adian, that will be my adequate
reward.
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Extracts from address of Hon. Wm. M, Benidickson

The following are extracts from the remarks of the HON. WILLIAM M. BENIDICK~-
SON, Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys at the 75th Anniversary Celebration
of “Islendingadagurinn”, the National Icelandic Day in Gimli Park, Gimli, Man.

As Mr. Pearson’s representative here
today, it is my pleasant duty and
honour to welcome you on behalf of
the Government and people of Canada.
It is a sincere and cordial welcome sir
that I now extend to you and your fam-
ily on behalf of the Government of
Canada and on behalf of all Canadians
from sea to sea. Mr. Pearson would
like me as well to convey his personal
regrets on being unable to be here
himself. I have been asked to hand
you his personal letter of welcome to
Canada. Would you also accept his
personally autographed photograph
which is inscribed “To a friend and
esteemed Prime Ministerial Colleague,
Bjarni Benediktsson, from Lester B.
Pearson, Ottawa, July 27, 1964.”

It is well known, ladies and gentle-
men, that one of the outstanding char-
acteristics of the Canadian of Icelandic
descent has been his passionate pursuit
in the preservation of the precious
gems of Icelandic literature. This love
of the language and literature of his
forbears has inspired the Canadian
Icelander to outstanding literary ef-
forts which will be as great and last-
ing as the old Norse treasures of prose
and verse. I am confident you will
leave here today proud and happy that
your Icelandic family in Canada has
maintained through this annual fes-
tival the great literary tradition of the
Icelandic race. 1 am confident you
will be pleased that the grand-children
and great-grand-children of the early
Icelandic emigrants to this area, may

still know the beauty of the language,
music and songs of Iceland as we have
heard it here today.

The continuation of this great love
of our cultural and historic heritage
is assured through these festivals and
through the education of our children
who have been taught respect for the
past while being urged to be, as His
Honour Judge Lindal has so elogquent-
ly said “Pioneers in new and better
human relationships” and *“adventur-
ers dedicated to the future” of their
own country.

In his new book Educational Echoes
Mr. Roy H. Ruth has said “literature
and education are basic and funda-
mental in the Icelandic philosophy of
life”. How true this is when one re-
calls that on October 30, 1875, only 9
days after the first Icelanders had
sectled in Gimli, and before shelter
had been secured for the winter, an
urgent letter of appeal was sent by
special messenger to the Lieutenant-
Governor of Manitoba. This letter
staied in part “the Icelanders in the
colony are desirous of having a school
for their children as soon as they can
put up a school house. They have a
teacher with them and wish to be con-
nected with the regular educational
system of Canada”.

... Today, as a result of the Iceland-
ic pioneer’s desire for education of his
children, Icelanders in Canada are
known throughout the nation for their
educational achievements, which they
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hasve always placed far ahead ol mater-
ial wealth or gain.

The Canadian people are proud
that the Icelandic emigrants of the
187%’s chose Canada {or their new
home. . . . This is the message which
I wouid like vou to take home sir, a
message which I am sure vou will be
proud to bear to your people.

In appreciation of your hospitality

... I would like vou to accept as a
memento ol your visit here, a personal
gift [rom one Benidickson to another.
I would also like to present your wile,
Mrs. Benediktsson and your son with
a sowsenir ol this visit. I hope that
these small tokens will remind you
when yvou return to your home that
yvou have gained many Canadian
[riends who will always be glad to wel-

come vou again.

VACATION WORK BY STUDENTS ON ICELANDIC ISLES

Three arts students [rom Queen’s,
who are helping to overcome un acuie
~ - 1, ol inbour in the lish industiy
11w group or simall islands oft Ice-
Fand, have been telling me (by letter)
abourt their jobs.

The Wesimann Islands where thev
are working, are evidentlv a viwal purt
ol the Icelandic fishing industry: one
third ol the country’s [ish product,
come from them.

Robert Thanberrv tells me that he
and his [riends have had to do a wide
variety of jobs—like gutting, filleting,
packing and freezing [fish, as well as
i g the end product on cargo ships.

Mechanisation  often  cannot  be
taken very lar in the lishing industry.
and  there is alwavs a demand for
labour for it in Iceland.

The height of the season, Thorn-
berry says, is between January and
March. when the islanders often work
18-19 hours a day lor seven days a
week. During the winter family life on
the island is almost non-existent as the
men are out at sea and the women
working in the factories.

Only in early summer can [amilies
really get together and during this
short period an all-out attack is made

on accumulated domestic tasks which
have to be done.

\ great featvre of Westmann Island
lite, "Thoraberry tells me. Is commiunity
cc-operation. This applies to house-
buniding mwore than anvthing else and
evideatly the most popular wav ol
costructing one is for someone to do
it hinsell with a group ol Iriends.

I his relatively allluent society in
which the wages may rise to £60 a week
at the height of the season—sullers
from the disadvantage that it has very
little on which to spend its money.
Despite rough roads and an import
duty ol 180 pc, cars are popular and
large American models are a common
sight.

“There 1s no television and thus the
cinema is all-important. British, .Am-
errcan and  German films  appear
regularly and evidently the islanders
make what they can of them without
the help ol Icelandic sub-titles.

‘Thornberry is impressed with the
Wesimann  Islands.  Considering  the
lack ol resources within the islands
themselves, he says, a remarkably el-
ficient wav ol lile has been evolved.

—Irom the Bellast Weekly Telegraph,
July 10, 1964

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAX
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FJALLKONAN

F1a Asgerdur Bessason
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VISIT OF ICELANDS PRIME MINISTER

and the Icelandic Day

Icelanders in the Western Hemi-
sphere have been particularly for-
tunate in recent years in that they
have had the privilege of entertaining
first the Chief of State of Iceland,
Pre<ident Asgeir Asgeirsson, three years
ago and now the head of the Govern-
meat of Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson.
As a resul: of arrangements made by
the Committee in charge of the annual
Icelandic Celebration at Gimli, Dr.
Bjarni Benediktsson, Prime Minister
of Iceland, his gracious wife, fra Sig-
ridur Bjdrasdottir and their son Bjérn,
were :the honoured guests at the Ice-
landic Day (Islendingadagurinn) Cele-
bration in Gimli and also at other
festive gatherings in Manitoba and
Western Canada.

‘Their arrival at Winnipeg’s Inter-
national Airport Augus: Ist saw many
of the leading members of Winnipeg's
Icelandic community out to welcome
them. The Prime Minister’s party later
proceeded to Government House,
where they were guests of His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba,
Errick F. Willis and Mrs. Willis for
the duration of their stay in Winnipeg.
This was the first time that a Prime
Miaister of Iceland had visited M ani-
toba.

The Prime Minister, his wife, and
son attended a religious service on
Sunday, August 2nd at the First Luth-
eran Church. The pastor, V. ]J. Ey-
lands expressed the appreciation of the
congregation for having the distin-
guished visitors present. Speaking to
the congregation, Dr. Benediktsson
expressed his pleasure at finding the

Celebration at Gimli, 1964

[celandic language still alive among
the descendants of the pioneers who
{ir<t hrought it to :his countrv.

On Monday morning, starting at
8 a.m., August 3rd, the Prime Min-
ister's party was .aken by motor caval-
cade to Winnipey Beach, where he
was taken aboard a boat provided by
the Alanitoba Yacht Club. With a flo-
tiila of six boats, i:he last few miles
of the historic route followed by the
York boats of the original settlers
eighty-nine years ago, was retraced.
The Prime Minister was shown Willow
Island aad the Point where the settlers
landed.

Hundreds ol people were already on
hand to greei the Icelandic Prime Min-
ister a: the Gimli Pier as he and the
cfficial party arrived aboard the
“Carlabob ]J.” A ceremony at the dock
{ollowed the landing of the official
paity. Dr. Benediktsson was presented
with aa honorary membership in the
Manitoba Yacht Club by the Com-
modore of the Club, and was alse made
a gift of the burgee flown on the
Commodore’s vessel. In return, the
Prime Miniv.er presented the Com-
modore with the Icelandic split flag
which he had flown on board. After
the brief ceremony, the official party
joined the parade which hen moved
through the streets of Gimli. The large
number of brightly-decked floats help-
ed to make this year’s parade a par-
ticularly impressive one. As the car
bearing ithe Prime Minister reached
the monument to the pioneers, the
cavalcade stopped, and the Prime Min-
ister, accompanied by the Fjallkona
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for the day, laid the wreath to the
pioneers in a briel Dbut impressive
ceremony. The party had lunch at the
Betel Old Folks Home and had an op-
portunity to chat wizh descendants of
the original pioneers.

The feature event commenced at
2 pau. in Gimli Park. Warm sunshine
bathed the audieace of nearly 3000
as the Fjallkona with her two Maids
of Honour was escorted to the special
platform. The program opened with O
Canada, and O Gud vors lands. Presid-
ing was the chairman ol the Celebra-
tion Committee, Aleck Thorarinson,
who extended the welcome of the as-
sembled gathering to the distinguished
_guests. Reigning over the day’s festiv-
ities as “Fjallkona” (Lady of the
Mountains) was Mrs. Asgerdur Bessa-
son. The “Icelandic” and “Canadian”
themes received much attention in the
addresses delivered during the course
ol the af:ermoon. Canadians have
found much of their strength in diver-
sity, said the Lieutenant.-Governor of
Manitoba in his brief but witty address
in tha: so many of her people had come
from various parts ol the world. He
pointed out to the largely Icelandic
audience that the [irst settlers in Ice-
land were Irish (Mr. Willis 1s himsell,
of Irish ancesiry) and that in later
years the Icelanders raided Ireland be-
cause the women were “williag and
cager’. Speaking on Dbehall of the
Prime Minister of Canada, who sent
his regrets that he was not able to at-
tend in person, was the Honourable
William Benedickson. A par: of his
address appears elsewhere ia this num-
ber.

In the feature address ol the after-
noon, Dr. Benediktsson, speaking in
Icelandic, urged his audience to do
their utmost to preserve the language
oi their foreiazhers. However, this need
not diminish their Canadianism. Ice-

fand, he said, was proud of the
emigrants who had come to the new
land and ¢f their achicvements therein.

NManitoba’s Education NMinister, Dr.
George  Johnson, brought greetings
from the Manitoba Government.
Gther distinguished guests who briel-
ly addressed the gathering were Gimli’s
mavor, Mrs. Violet Einarson, Rev. P.
M. Petursson. representing  the  Ice-
landic National League, and Grettir
Johannson, Consul for Iceland in Win-
nipez, Representatives of Icelandic
organizations on the platform were
introduced.

Musical contributions to the pro-
gram were given by the Gimli Chil-
dren’s Choir (directed by Mrs. Shirley
Johmson, Mrs. Gudrun Stevens, and
Mrs. Anaa Stevens), and the Winnipeg
Scandinavian Male Choir (directed by
Arthur Anderson: Gunnar Erlendsson,
accompanist).

The usual program of athletic sports
were held; but special features which
added to the distination of the day in-
cluded a demonstration of Icelandic
“Glima” (wrestling), a special travel
movie on lceland, a sale of “hardfisk-
ur” flown from Reykjavik, and a
muscum display of some extremely in-
tresting mementos of early days in the
New [celand colony.

Following the aliernoon program
the Prime Minister was the honoured
zguest at a small reception held at the
home of Eric Stefanson, M.P. At 6 p.m.
there was a1 Informal dinner at St.
NMichaels  Parish  Hall  under the
auspices of the Icelandic Day Celebra-
tion Committee, which included the
honoured guests, the guests of the day
and the representatives of the Icelandic
organizations. At the dinner the Prime
Minister pre.eated S. Aleck Thorarin-
son, the Chairinan, with the Order of
the Falcon.
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Bjarni Bjarnason — Frii Sigridur Benediktsson — Dr. Bjarni Benzdiktsson

Following the dinner the guests ol
honour were driven to Willow Point
where they saw the celebrated “White
Rock”, a landmark since the original
landing October 21. 1875. Shortly
afterwards the official party left for
Winnipeg.

On Tuesday the Prime Minister’s
party visited another well-known area
of Icelandic settlement in Manitoba,
the Baldur-Glenboro district.

The major social event of the Prime
Minister’s visit in the Winnipeg area
was the banquet held at the Interna-
tional Inn on Wednesday, August 5th.
All of the organizations prominent in
Icelaadic cultural aifairs in the cin
were represented at the gathering. and
spokesmen on behalf of the:e orzaniz-

ations passed on their warmest greet-
ings (some in English, some in Ice-
landic) expressing their appreciation
over the [act that it had been possible
for the Prime Minister to visit Can-
ada at this time. Extending their wel-
come for these organizations were the
following: Mrs. H. F. Danielson [or
The Jon Sigurdson Chapter 1.O.D.E.;
Mrs. Ingibjorg Jonsson, for Ligberg-
Heimskringla: Rev. V. J. Eylands, D.D.
the First Lutheran Church; Grettir Eg-
gertson, the Betel Home Foundation;
Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson. the Canada-
Iceland Foundation: Hon. W. ] Lin-
dal, The Icelandic Canadian: Prof.
Haraldvr Bessason, Dept of Icelandic,
wsity ol Manitoba: W. H. Finn-
Lozason. the Icelandic Canadian Club;

iy
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Rev. Philip M. Petursson, President,
Icelandic National League and The
First Federated Church: Hon. ]. T.
Thorson, Retired Exchequer Court
Judge. Hon. George Johnson, Minister
of Education, and William M cGarva,
City of Winnipeg Alderman, brought
greetings from the Province and the
City. The Lieutenant Governor, Errick
F. Willis, a part ol whose remarks ap-
pear elsewhere was decorated with the
Grand Cross ol the Order of the Fal-
con.

Consul G. L. Johannson introduced
the Guest ol Honour, Bjarni Ben-
ediktsson. A part of the Prime Min-
isters address appears elsewhere in this
number of the magazine.

On Thursday morning the Prime
Minister visited His Worship Mayor

~ gty

Hon. Errick F. Willis

Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson

Juba, and was made an Honorary
Citizen of Winnipeg. At 11 am. he
held a press conference attended bv
representatives of the Winnipeg Free
Press, The Winnipeg Tribune and the
ethnic press of Winnipeg. He was made
an Honourary Life Member of the
Canada Press Club.

The Government ol Manitoba
tendered a luncheon to the guests of
honour at noon on Thursday, in the
Fort Garry Hotel, to which were invit-
ed representatives of the Icelandic
organizations in  Winnipeg. Hon.
George Johnson presided and on be-
half of the Government made Bjarni
Benediktsson a member ol the Order
of the Butfalo, and presented him with
a desk size mounted buffalo.

S. Aleck Thorarinson
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Mrs. H. Bessason

On  Thursday afternoon an op-
portunity was provided for all people
interested in meeting the Prime Min-
ister to attend a reception tendercd
by the Government of Manitoba at the
Legislative Building. Dr. George John-
son welcomed the visitors on behalf
of the government. After the recep-
tion, at which tea was served, Dr.
Benediktsson laid a wreath at the
statue of Jon Sigurdson, which stands
on the grounds outside the Legislative
Building.

On Friday the Prime Minister’s
party left for visits to Edmonton,

Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson

Mrs. Gustaf Kristjanson

Markerville, Alta. (the communitvy
where the noted poet, Stephan G.
Stephansson lived), Banff and, eventu-
ally, Vancouver.

Reports on these visits will be added
if in time for this issue.

On his way back Dr. Benediktsson
accepted an invitation from the Pres-
ident of the United States, Lyndon B.
Johnson to an informal visit at the
White House.

Thus ended a most satisfying visit by
the Prime Minister of Iceland to Wes-
tern Canada.

Gustaf Kristjanson

.

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 27

THE LOFTY LOVE OF LAND

Taras Shevchenko (1814-1861)
Stephan G. Stephansson (1853-1927)

Hjilmar Jénsson (1796-1875)

What distinguishes the world poet
from others, though of skill and power
of expression, is that the ideals he
feels and fights for are universal. The
object of his love, in itself, is not all
important. With mastery of phrase he
weaves his ideals into the poem so
that it grips the one who reads and
brings out the best within, which other-
wise might have remained dormant.

When the universal poet selects love
of land as the means through which
he gives expression to those ideals he
rises above the commonplace, above
what the word patriotism connotes.
The land he loves is lifted above any-
thing mundane. It, in turn, becomes
an ideal upon which is lavished the
finest within the poet’s soul.

Actual locale looses significance; the
poet carries his ideal with him wher-
ever he is destined to go. His path
may lead to ease or penury; it may lead
to the confinement of prison walls.

The acts of those who rule or dwell
within that land are measured only in
their effect upon his ideal. Whether
what they do hurts or provides com-
fort to the poet himself is of little
moment. But if what they do mars that
ideal the curses of the poet are reeked
upon them.

Universal poetry is not confined to
love of land. But it is appropriate at

this time to pause for a moment and
turn to a universal poet whose ideals
oft have found expression in the love
of land in its loftiest form. This year
happens to be the 150th anniversary
of the birth of Ukraine’s world poet,
Taras Shevchenko.

Two poems from Shevchenko are
selected as they appear in “The
Ukrainian Poets” by Andrusyshen
and Kirkconnell. Both poems logically
follow that little gem “An Evening”
describing a cottage beside a cherry
grove in the Ukraine. The translators
repeat that it has been said that if
Shevchenko had written nothing else,
it weuld have made his fame.

Two other poets are selected to il-
lustrate the universality of the ideals
which find expression in love of land
in its purest form. One is Stephan G.
Stephansson, a Canadian poet “in the
foothills of the Rockies” recognized as
one of Canada’s “top rank poets”. The
other is Hjalmar Joénsson, a bard of
Northern Iceland.

Wherever Shevchenko may physical-
ly have been his Ukraine was always
with him, always as beautiful as he
painted it in “An Evening”. Very
fittingly the word picture is followed
by a poem the translators have en-
titled “It is Indifferent”.* Far away his
Ukraine is present.

* In “The Poetical Works of Taras
Shevchenko”, just out, the same trans-
lators use the title “It is all one to
me indeed”.
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“It is indifferent to me, if I
Live in Ukraine or live there not at all,
Whether or not men let my
memory die;
Here in an alien land, mid snows
piled high,
It will not matter that such things
befall”.

He continues in the next poem en-
titled “The Sun is Setting”

“But I look wakeful around; my
spirit’s fiat
Sets me to fly to orchards of Ukraine;
On, on I flit, deep in the gulfs
of thought
And thus my heart can find relief
from pain”!

A parallel flight is to be found in
the poetry of Stephan G. Stephansson,
who was born in Iceland and composed
in the Icelandic language. He migrated
to America in 1873, then ten years old.
He lived in the United States until
1889 when he moved to Markerville
of Alberta, where he farmed until he
died in 1927.

He and his Iceland never separated.
In 1904, he gave an address at an
Icelandic Day Celebration in Win-
nipeg. A part of that address was a
poem of three verses, which to Iceland-
ers is what Lincoln’s Gettysburg Ad-
dress is to Americans. The central
thought is in the second half of the
first and last verses. Here is a weak at-
tempt to translate the first verse.

“Though in far-distance travels
Many lands you may roam,
Your thoughts and your feelings
Bear the stamp of your home.
The mountains, the geysers

The clear ocean blue

The falls and the valleys

Are all cousins to you.”

The second selection from Shev-
chenko is also from “It is Indifferent”.
There is a change of theme, an attack,
rnot an expression of sameness what-
ever the locale. The poet’s thoughts
turn to those who are unjust to his
beloved Ukraine. He cries:

“But while I live I cannot bear to see

A wicked people come with crafty
threat,

To lull Ukraine yet strip her

ruthlessly

And waken her amid the flames
they set —

By God, these wrongs are not all
one to me”.*#

This time a parallel thought is to be
found in the poetry of Hjidlmar
Jonsson of Iceland. He cries:

“He who harms thee, false, unworthy,
May he, poisoned, rot and perish”.

Hjdlmar Jénsson was born in the
north of Iceland. For a number of
years he eked out an existence on a
farmstead called “Bédla”, and for that
reason was known as “Bolu-Hjdlmar”.
Dr. Richard Beck in “Icelandic Lyrics”,
says: “His life was a continuous
struggle with poverty and adversity.”
If the inner “Bdlu-Hjidlmar” had not
lived on the high level given only to
men of vision, he might have cursed
the land in which he lived and the
people in it. On the occasion of Ice-
land obtaining a measure of self-gov-
ernment in 1874 Bdlu-Hjdlmar and
others composed poems.

To translate his poem of six verses
is impossible, at least to this writer.

*#% The latest translation is selected.
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The following is an attempt to trans-
pose the second verse into free verse
couplets.

“On thy bosom is thy infant
Nourished by his mother’s blood.

“I. vour son, have sworn to serve thee
Alwayvs true, whate’er befalls.

“He, who harms thee, false, unworthy

(K]

May he, poisoned, rot in anguish!

To all three the homeland was an
ideal through which they bared their
souls to humanity.

W. J. Lindal

FORMALI A JORBU
By STEINN STEINARR

Ut i verold heimskunnar,
ut i verold ofbeldisins,
ut i verold daudans

sendi eg hugsun mina
ikleedda dularfullum,
dskiljanlegum

ordum.

Gegnum myrkur blekkingarinnar,
Me&al hravarloga lyginnar,

i blédregni mordsins

gengur sorg min

gengur von min

gengur trda min

0s¢d af ollum

Drjup siar og brennandi
Oséd af ollum.
Svo ad 1j63id megi lifa,

Svo ad andinn megi lifa,
Svo ad gud megi lifa.

PREFACE ON EARTH
By STEINN STEINARR

Translated by CAROLINE GUNNARSON

Into a world of stupidity,
A world of aggression,

A world of death,

[ send my thought
Clothed in mysterious,
Opaque

Words.

Through the murk of deceit,
Among death-dealing lies,

In murder’s bloody rainfall,
My sorrow walks

My hope walks

My faith walks

Unseen by all

Deep wounds and burning
Unseen by all
That the poem may live

That the spirit may live,
That God may live.

FHE
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Dinner with Halldor Laxness

by Herman G. Nelson!

“I've always tried to do my best.”

This remark to me by Halldor Lax-
ness characteristically sums up a life-
time of energetic authorship which in
1955 was climaxed with the award of
the Nobel Prize in Literature to this
famed son of Iceland.

It is the remark that lingers with
me as I try to recapture the evening
of Sept. 11, 1963, when my wife and
I were guests for dinner in the Lax-
ness home, located in the beautiful
countryside about 20 minutes by car
outside Reykjavik, Iceland’s capital.

At 61, Laxness appeared vigorous
and in excellent health. By his own
admission, he works hard at writing
and allows himself hardly any leisure
when he is home in Iceland.

He is by far the best known person
in Iceland and reportedly one of he
most difficul to meet. He adheres to
a rigid schedule which permits few
interruptions. By his own word, he
seldom answers letters.

We had turned to Raymond ]. Sto-
ver, public affairs officer of the United
States Information Service in Reykja-
vik for help. A telephone call to Lax-
ness by Stover resulted in an invitation
to meet him the next day in the Reykj-
avik Radio Station. This was changed
the next day to dinner at his home.
Mr. Laxness telephoned our Hotel
Saga that he would stop for us that
evening.

As could be expected from a gentle-
man of the old Icelandic school, polish-
ed by years of travel and living abroad,
Laxness wsa a charming dinner host.

A third guest was a friend of the auth-
or’s wife.

All of us retired for our coffee to
the large elegant living room and
there Laxness spoke freely for over
an hour about himself and his literarv
career.

“When you look at a book written
years ago, you find it missing many
qualities,” Laxness commented. “Since
you cannot correct it any more it’s
better not ito look back afer a bosk i\
published.”

Laxness discussed frankly that he
was then writing the final chapters
and making the final changes in a
book setting forth his personal experi-
ences and viewpoints. He said he had
been working constantly on it, without
interruptions, for 10 months.

“It is an account of what I've learn-
ed through my experiences,” the
author said. “I'm working hard to
finish the last chapters.” He added:
“My wife and I have not had a single
holiday during the last 10 months.”

He explained that six or eight
chapters are about his stay in America.
He assured me he referred to his rather
long stay in America as a young man
in the 1920s, rather than his more re-
cent visit when he made a study of the
Mormons in Utah and wrote a book
entitled “The Paradise Regained” with
the Mormon background. He said he
had made many friends among the
Mormons.

Laxness told us that as a young man,

when in the United States, he became
an admirer of social fiction. He spoke

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 31

of his contacts in those years with Sin-
clair Lewis and Upiton Sinclair and
their books. He admited that their
social fiction had influenced his writ-
ing.

He recalled how in that early stav
in the United States, spent largelv in
California, he often lectured to Wo-
men’s Clubs to get money so he could
eat and continue writing. He said I
was happy to be paid $50, and when |
received $100 I went out of business
lecturing for a long time.”

In describing his work methods, he
said "I usually dictate to my wife.
Sometimes 1 do a rough draft in Jong-
hand, after which I dictate it. I then
go sthrough the copy several times,
making changes and additions.”

Laxness writes in Icelandic, and
many of his books are reminiscent of
the old Icelandic Sagas in language
and diction. His books have been tran-
slated and published throughout the
world.

Laxness has lived in many parts of
the world. He spent his early youth
in Europe. In more recent years he has
Iived in Moscow, India and Pekin of
Red China. Up to World War 2, when
he built his home in Iceland, he lived
outside of his native land much more
than at home and even today he makes
it a custom to live abroad half of each
year.

He told us he had reccived an in-
vitation from the governmen: of Israel
to come there [or the winter months
and that he was leaving Iceland as
soon as he had finished his auto-
biographical book.

He called his new work “a balancing
of accounts,” also as being “.\ Poect’s
Time,” or “A Poet’s Lesson,” or “an
author’s lesson.” He men:ioned all
these titles as he groped about for the
best way to express what he meant

and perhaps what he wanted to call it.
He said “It is an account of my
experiences.”?

Laxness said he never answers
questions or questionnaires about his
personal opinions. He said he feels an
author’s opinions and what he thinks
are his stock in trade as an author and
are to be found in what he writes byv
those who care to read his works.

He itold us that “one can’t just make
a blunt reply to a question on opinion
because here are so many facets 1o
every idea that there has to be a
balancing — yes. a balance of one thing
against another.”

From dthese remarks, it appears to
me that in the mind of Laxness there
i1s nothing truly black or truly white,
or established so that it cannot be
changed, but that there is alwavs a
balancing of lacets and facts.

Laxness’ books have been transtated
and published in most countries. In
Europe, they have been published in
all but Albania and Portugal. He said
he thought “lour or five of my books
have appeared in America.”

He credited a review in the New
York Times about his book “The
Independent People”™ as having focus-
ed attention on him in literary circles
abroad to the extent that the Swedish
Academy became interested in con-
sidering him for the Nobel Prize and
in 14955 awarding it. By the time the
award came, Laxness said all the sur-
pris¢c had been removed but that it
was a thrill to be acclaimed the Nobel
price winner in litera.ure.

I gathered in the course of our even-
ing with Mr. Laxness and his gracious
wile, somewhat younger than her hus-
band, that his principal relaxation
from intensive writing is playing the
piano. He has a grand piano of qualitv
in the large living room and he com-
mented in referring to it: "I try to
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spend at least half an hour a day
practicing.” He added:

“I play only for mvsell. I have
studied piano a little and music a great
deal.” He indicated wide acquaintance
with the different systems and schools
of music and their composers.

He also has a large outdoor
swimming pool, heated with hot spring
water the year around. His wife makes
a hobby of keeping a planter, along an
extended picture window, filled with
a variety of shrubs and flowering
plants, which she termed "“a jungle
because I haven’t cleaned it out recent-
ly.” Her plantings are luxuriant in
growth.

Laxness considers his biggest and
most important work “The Happy
Warrior”, written in the language and
style of the old Sagas. He said he work-
ed on it for six years.

“It is unthinkable that I am an
author wtihout the Sagas,” Laxness
said. He pointed out that Icelanders
read the Sagas in the original. The
Sagas are Iceland’s only national liter-
ture in existence from the Middle
Ages. They are in manuscript form.3

Iceland has for some years tried t-
regain possession of these Saga manu-
scripts from Denmark, where they are
being held.4

“I think we'll get them back short-
ly,” Laxness said. He added that he
understood a law had been passed in
Denmark approving return of the
Saga manuscripts to Iceland. That day
will be one of jubilation to the Ice-
landers. The Sagas are part of their
daily life, just as much as the air they
breath and the herring and cod they
fish.

The Laxness comments about the
Sagas were somewhat new to me.
Reason for the Sagas, according to
Laxness, is that “the Inquisition of
the Middle Ages never reached Ice-

land. Where all but pious literature
was banned in most countries ol Eur-
ope for a thousand ears, secular liter-
ature flourished in Tceland because it
was isolated by the sea.

“The Sagas are proof,” Laxness said,
of what the Middle Ages were capable
of producing.”

Laxness appears very casual, a per-
lect sophisticated gentleman, but I had
been told he is “a very complex person-
ality.” That he may be since he has
seen a world in turmoil during most
of his lifetime and has witnessed it
from two vantage points—{rom the
isolation of his own countrv, Iceland,
and from its midstream in the cities of
many countries where he has lived.

Laxness is married a second itime
and has two daughters by this mar-
riage. They are Sigrid, 12, and Gudny,
9. He has a son, Einar, by his [irst
marriage. The is an historian.

The wilte of Laxness appears to be a
truly fine companion of a famed
writer, who works side by side with
him and also carries the brunt of the
family’s social life and everyday
routine. She is cultured, charming and
alert to the times.

She remarked that Rekjavik had
stood still for many years but “all at
once had come to life.” She comment-
ed “About [0 years ago Reykjavik
started moving and it is still doing so
at a faster pace—with much new build-
ing.”

A third guest at the dinner in the
Laxness home was a friend of Mrs.
Laxness. She was a Swiss woman, Do-
linda Tanner, married to a lawyer, Ol-
afur Bjornsson, and now living in the
isolated village of Seidisfjordur. Born
in Switzerland and educated at univer-
sities there, she also had lived in Eng-
land and Sweden before she came to
Iceland. She stayed for two years, went
back to Switzerland but returned to
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Iceland, where she married and is now
planning to live permanently. She is
happy at what she described as “the
slower pace of life.”

Laxness has his roots in the old
Sagus and culture of Iceland. That
culture is precious to every Icelander
and it is for this reason that Laxness
means so much to the nation and its
people. Some may say that Laxness
has shortcomings but when he is
measured by his own yardstick “I've
always tried to do my best” he assumes
stature that will continue to grow in
the years to come.

His autobiographical book should
answer questions asked by many
people. But if T understood Laxness,
he will leave many of his thoughts un-
told and questions unanswered. What
he writes will have importance to him-
self and to others because it will put

into perspective viewpoints of an ac-
tive lifetime. They will probably be
weighted by facts and facets to leave
his readers guessing how he truly feels
and what thoughts are predominant.

1t The author, Herman G. Nelson, is an Am-
erican of Scandinavian descent who has been
associated with The Rockford Morning Star,
of Rockford, Illinois, for over 30 vears.

2 The title finally selected bv Laxness was
“Skaldatimi”, The Poet’s Hour.

4 The language used by the author is slight-
Iv confusing. The original manuscripts are
not read but many modern editions have
been published, with introductions and
explanatory notes. The manuscript texts have,
however, been scrupulously retained, thus
preserving the original language and literary
stvle.

4 Latest reports indicate that an agreement
will be reached with Denmark in regard to
the final situs of the manuscripts now in
Copenhagen. —Editor

Walter Thor Johnson on Potash Mining Duties in the Sahara

Fate took a sudden turn for some
young men in south-eastern Saskat-
chewan when modern science un-
corked what is thought to be the rich-
est potash mine in the world.

One of them is Walter Thor John-
son of Churchbridge, Sask., who is
spending a year on the southern edge
of the Sahara Desert as a draftsman
with the International Minerals and
Chemicls (Canada) Limited.

Thor was employed in 1960 in the
forty-million-dollar plant built by the
company 11% miles from his home
town. LExplorations for the ore began
in 1957. By 1962 mining was in full
swing and the yearly production of
potash was estimated at 1,200,000 tons.

Young men ol the area were sharing
in a payroll that neared $20,000 per
day. Many were sent [or training
courses at the firm’s expense. Others

found new outlets for skills they al-
ready possessed.

Last April Thor was asked to go to
Taiba, Senegal, where IMC owns an
interest in an open pit phosphate mine.
It borders the southern Sahara Desert
and is approximately 70 miles [rom
the seaport ol Dakar. He is the only
Canadian on a team of 8 agriculture
and chemical personnel sent to provide
technical service to the mine. It is
estimated that improved methods
introduced by this skilled personnel
will increase production of the mine
by one million tons a year.

Thor is the son of Valdi and Dyr-
finna Johnson. His paternal grand-
parents were Sigurdur and Palina
Johnson. His mother’s parents were
Eyjolfur and Ingibjorg Hinriksson, all
pioneers of the Thingvalla district,
near Churchbridge, Sask.
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SEMI-FINALIST IN-BEAUTY CONTEST

Elizabeth Sigridur Ottosdottir

Elisabeth Sigridur Ottosdottir. =2
long haired, natural blonde [rom
Reykjavik and Iceland’s eighth entrv
in the twelve-year old annual beauty
pageant in Long Beach, California
reached the lilteen semi-finalists [rom
which the judges chose statuesque
5 107 Miss Philippines as Miss Inter-
national Beautv 1965.

Following in the footsteps of Gud-
run Bjarnadottir. who became the
Queen last year, LElisabeth [felt she
didn't have a chance to win but “just
becoming a semi-finalist was most
gratifying.”

Elisabeth. who lives with her par-
ents and two sisters loves to swim,
dance and tips the scales at 123 Ibs.
and stands 5 77 tall. Her hostess
describes her as a decisive, well organ-
ized young ladv which will be an asset
il she goes on to become a teacher,
her present ambition.

The eighteen year old from Iccland
dislikes the topless swim suit. “I never
saw one in Iceland or Europe,” she
said. She loves the English Beatles and
found American men very charming
from what she could see of them dur-
ing her very sheltered ten days of the
Pageant which is sponsored bv the
City and Port of Long Beach and the
County ol Los Angeles. In addition
it is reported to have been seen by
two million viewers as a TV spectac-
ular produced by NBC, with popular
TV star Hugh O'Brien as master ol
ceremonies.

Miss Iceland shared her room with
a bubbly brunette representing Latin
America’s Nicaragua. “We both spoke
English so could communicate veryv
very well. She was [un to be with,” re-

ported Elisabeth from Iceland and
Ileana del Carmen Rojas Arana from
Nicaragua said the feeling was “most”
mutual.

Pounds thinner than she was last
year, Gudrun Bjarnadottir, last year’s
International Beauty, relinguished her
crown with mixed feelings. She ad-
mitted her prize of $10,000 was still
in the bank “collecting interest” and
that she has been taking dramatic les-
sons. However. it was quite evident
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that her heart is in Paris where she is a

highly-paid photographer’s model.
Iceland, a late-comer to the annual
beauty pageant in Long Beach has
sent eight lovely girls. Six of them
have reached the semi-finals, one took
second place, one third and, of course,
last year The Icelandic representative
walked off with the crown and $10,000.
The [irst two entries have married and
have children. The others are working,

either “at home” or in New York.
—Rhuna Emery

Janet Kristine Maddin

ATHLETE
OF THE
YEAR

Janet Kristine Maddin, member of
Winnipeg’s Flying M Track Club,
daughter of Charles A. and Mrs. Her-
dis Maddin of Winnipeg, may prove
to be Canada’s athlete of the year.

Fifteen years old Jan, as she is
known among sports writers, made
records in this years Canadian age-
class track and field championships
which were held at Sargent Park on
August 28 and 29, which [for onec
sports meet, will undoubtedly stand
for many years. Lloyd Percival, one of
Canada’s most notable track author-
ities said:

“With a year or two of weight train-
ing she could easily become the best
female sprinter in Canada.”

Sports writers at the meet paid glow-
ing tributes to Janet. Terry Fraser
said:

“Maddin’s performance was excep-
tionally noteworthy because this is the
first year in which she has seriously
trained for track.”

Jan Maddin’s triumph won her the
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MAN AND HIS MUSIC

Magnus Daniel Magnusson

Magnus Daniel Magnusson (Dan)
was born at Hallson, North Dakota,
April 4, 1920. He came to San Diego,
California in Dec. 1922,

At 13 years of age Dan started study-
ing the B flat clarinet while in Junior
High School. He had no private lessons
but class lessons in Junior High where
he played in the orchestra.

At the beginning of Senior High
School year he began private lessons.
He studied with Karl Kuehne who had
been a member of Sousa’s Band and
the Minneapolis and Los Angeles
Symphony orchestras. Kuehne was
semi-retired at San Diego and teach-
ing when Dan began his studies with
him. Dan studied with Kuehne for ap-
proximately three years and played in
the Federal Music Project Band for
one year (1938-39) that Kuehne con-
ducted.

Dan graduated from San Diego High

Mayor Stephen Juba trophy as the
meet’s top Manitoba athlete.

Janet won four gold medals in the
Midget events. She won the 100 yards
sprint and established a Canadian
record in the 60 yard dash at 7 seconds
flat, which, however, may not be recog-
nized because of a tailwind. But her
national record of 25.0 seconds for the
220 sprint will undoubtedly be recog-
nized as well as her splendid run in
the 440 yard Midget relay. She anchor-
ed the team of four which ran the 440
relay in the record time of 50.7 sec-
onds.

Janet’s athletic career started when
she won the Athletic Award Trophy at
the General Wolfe school. She won
the outstanding  athletic = Award
Trophy at the Red River Relays, held

in the Winnipeg Arena in April, 1964.
She has numerous medals, all firsts,
for track meets in Women’s open
events, some before she reached the
age of 15. She received the Rose Bowl
Trophy of the Scottish Sports, July 1,
1964, for the Women’s highest average.

Janet Maddin is a grade XI student
at Daniel MclIntyre Collegiate and in
high school has always been an honor
student. She was Freshie-@ueen in
grade X and is prominent in school
activities. She is Vice-president of the
Junior Young Peoples of the First
Lutheran Church.

Janet plans to pursue her studies at
the university level and obtain a degree
in Physical Education. She hopes that
during that course she will at least
be able to attend lectures on Icelandic
language, literature and history.
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School in 1937, then worked for one
year in the Security Bank in San Diego.
The following summer when he was
18 years old he played second clarinet
in the San Diego Symphony Orchestra.
From 1939 on he has been a steady
member of that organization and as-
sociated with the First Chair.

In 1939-40-41 Dan attended the San
Diego State College majoring in music,
during which time he discontinued
lessons with Kuehne and outside play-
ing. At that time San Diego Symphony
Orchestra operated only in the summer
time. This was profitable for Dan as
he was able to remain with it since
production time was between school
sessions. He also gave private lessons
while at State College and received
scholarships. He did not graduate. He
was married December 19, 1941.

At this time Dr. Nikolai Sokoloff
who was founder of Cleveland Sym-
phony Orchestra was the conductor
of San Diego Orchestra. Dr. Sokoloff
suggested to Dan that he go to Julliard
School of Music in New York for an
auditioning. Wr. Sokoloff wrote a letter
of recommendation to the school. Dan
didn’t want to go. His reactions were
negative. He had misgivings about be-
ing able to qualify and besides he
didn’t have the fare.

Well, both sides of the family got
together (his and his wife’s) and pooled
the necessary funds—so off he went in
September 1942 and was accepted. He
received a Julliard Graduate Fellow-
ship as full-time student. At that time
Julliard admitted students only on a
scholarship and fellowship basis.

He stayed one semester and then was
inducted into the army where he re-
mained for three years. All service
years were spent in the Southern
States—Virginia, Georgia, Louisiana
and Texas. He was discharged Dec.
1915 and returned to Julliard Sept.

1946. He graduated from there June
1948. During his term at Julliard he
played in orchestra and quintette made
up of students of the school. He also
werked part-time at New York Citv
Public Library branch.

Dan’s teacher at Julliard was Dr.
Arthur Christmann.

After graduating in 1948 Dan ac-
cepted a teaching position at Los
Angeles Conservatory of Music where
he taught clarinet and chamber music
until 1950. Simultaniously he attended
the University of Southern California
to attain his Bachelor of Music teach-
ing credentials 1948-1950. He now has
his Master of Music degree and is tak-
ing all units required for the Doctor-
ate degree.

In 1950 Dan was engaged by the city
schools in San Diego. He taught in
High School for four years, but he
prefers elementary school work be-
cause it is less consuming and allows
time for symphony, chamber music,
private teaching and other musical
activities.

A year ago last spring (1963) Dan
was soloist with the San Diego Sym-
phony Orchestra (which consists of
80 to 90 members) when he played the
Premiere Rhapsodia by Claude De-
bussy.

In the summer time he plays with
the Starlight Opera Company Or-
chestra (Light Opera) for 10 weeks
in the Balboa Park Bowl (an outdoor
theatre and concert area provided by
rolling hills forming a bowl that func-
tions with sunny or starlit skies as an
ideal and romantic setting for the
Muses of the Arts.

We were told by a member of the
family that at one time a renowned
guest conductor rehearsing with San
Diego Symphony, stopped the or-
chestra after a difficult clarinet solo
passage, to tell Dan in effect that he
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had the clearest, cleanest tone articu-
lation he had ever heard. Another
guest conductor said that Dan was the
best clarinetist on the west coast. Dan
is very modest and would never divulge
these statements.

Dan has experimented in the cre-
ative element of music. He played a
recording for us of a Folk Song Suite
for Woodwind Quintet which he
calls Tcelandia and which he has trans.
scribed into a descriptive style. The
arrangements are in good taste and
prove his sensitivity for the texts. The
suite consists of the well known old-
time Icelandic songs, —Sleep my darl-
ing sleep (Sofu unga dstin min),—
Hoffinn is a-coming (Hjer er kominn
Hofinn), — Lullaby Baby (Bi, bi og
blaka) — Beautiful Chirping of the
Bird (Fagurt syngur fuglinn), —Now
the weather is good (Nu er vedrir svo
gott)—God of our country—Iceland’s
National Anthem (O gud vors lands).
Together with the recording our visit
was climaxed very profitably and in-
spiringly when Dan played Debussy’s
Premiere Rhapsodia, this time with
piano accompaniment skillfully and
sympathetically rendered by his wife.
We enjoyed that treat very much.

Dan is presently enrolled in a cor-
respondence course titled “Elementary
lcelandic” given through the Univer-
sity of California at Berkelev. Dr. L.
L. Bjarnason is the teacher for this
course. The purpose of the course is
twofold: (1) to give credits toward his
academic standing and (2) to acquire a
working knowledge of the language.
The latter is most important because
he has hopes of someday going to Ice-
land and teaching in the United State
Navy Dependent School.

Magnus Daniel (Dan) is the son of
Kjartan Magnusson and Svava Reyk-
dal. Kjartan was born in Iceland in
1872 and four years later came to Am-

merica with his parents in the “Large
Group” which settled in 1776 on the
west shore of Lake Winnipeg. They
landed where Riverton is now. A
smaller group had landed the year be-
fore where Gimli is now. The whole
settlement was originally called “Nyja
Island”, now generally known as the
Gimli district. Kjartan’s parents soon
settled in Gimli. Kjartan died April
14, 1930, in San Diego.

Dan’s mother, Svava Reykdal Magn-
usson was also born in Iceland. Svava’s
parents came to America in August
1881 when Svava was not quite one
year old.

Svava will be 84 years old this Sep-
tember. She keeps her own modest at-
tractive stucco house in shipshape con-
dition—and gardens. She has an engag-
ing personality and one senses a long
range vision far beyond human circum-
spection. The loving kindly wrinkles
that grace her face win hearts. But
most of all, her gentle strength has
achieved a goal that she has, no doubt,
yearned for from early youth. Once
she played a little organ in a little
church in Hallson, N. D. Her dreams
must have been far beyond that place.
Now, her own ambitions are fulfilled
in the accomplishments of her son
Dan, for she has during the years en-
couraged him and given him moral
support. For instance, one day in 1939,
when Dan was out, his teacher Kuehne
came to the house to announce that
the Claninet First Chair had just been
vacated and that he should go down
early in the morning to apply for the
position. Dan didn’t come home when
expected. Kuehne had to leave with-
ot. sceing him, trusting the message
to Dav's mother. That evening Svava
ioid hiin the news. He refused to con-
cede to Kuehne's suggestion, contend-
ing that he was not qualified. Mother
aid -on staved up all night debating
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the issue,—she the positive side, he the
negative. By morning he had capitu-
latedd. He applied for the job and got
it. and as before mentioned, has held
it ever since. Svava’s dream has come
true.

Dan is a tall man of a retiring and
warm personality and quiet poise. The
acquisition of knowledge has contri-
buted a modest self-assurance.

Dan is married to an American wo-
manr of Dutch-Italian extraction, -—
Lotwtie Marie Brown. She is an ac-

complished pianist, accompanist and
teacher. She is a gracious person and
according to outside information she
has been a true helpmate.

Dan and Lottie have three children,
Magnus Daniel Jr., Kaaren, and Ro-
bert William, all musical and all ac-
quiring musical training.

A charming and inspiring musical
family—with Magnus Daniel Magnus-
son taking the lead.

—Louise Gudmunds

Appointed Medical

Dr. Kjartan 1. Johnson

A well known medical practitioner
in Manitoba, Dr. Kjartan I. Johnson
has been appointed Medical Director
of the Neepawa Health Unit, effective
August 10. He will assume his duties
August 17.

Born in Lundar, Manitoba, Dr.
Johnson graduated from the Univer-

Director—Neepawa

sity of Manitoba in 1937 with a degree
in medicine. He interned at Winnipeg
General for two years, then practiced
medicine in Brandon for a year.

After a brief period in private prac-
tice at The Pas. Dr. Johnson settled in
Gimli for the next eleven years. For
the past fourteen years he has been in
private practice at Pine Falls.

Dr. Johnson is an immediate Past
President of the Manitoba Medical
Association, a Mason, and a Shriner.
He was an Official Trustee of the
school board at Pine Falls for nine
years, DPresident of the Pine Falls
Chamber of Commerce (2 years), Elder
ol the Pine Falls United Church, and
Charter President of the Kinsmen Club
at Gimli.

Married to the former Dorothy Mor-
ton of Gladstone (nursing graduate of
Winnipeg  General Hospital) Dr.

Johnson has three children, Margaret

(Mrs. Noonan) of Regina; Linda, in
training at Vancouver General Hospi-
tal, and Stefan William, at school at
Gladstone.

—The Minnedosa Tribune, 20/8/61
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A Villjalmur Stefansson Memorial Library

The following is the pertinent part
of an article under the above heading
which appeared in the Lake Centre
News, of Arborg, Man., in the issue
of Friday, July 31st, 1964. In a way
the most significant fact about the
article is that it was published in a
paper the editors of which are non-
Icelandic, and that it was written by a
woman not of Icelandic descent. The
underlining in the article is ours. The
re-publication of the article in the
magazine may be accepted as endorse-
ment of the suggested project by The
Icelandic Canadian. The Icelandic
Canadian Club is already on record
in favor of a Centennial project as-
sociated with the name of Dr. Vil-
hjalmur Stefansson. —Ed.

This year, Gimli, Riverton, Arborg
and the rural municipalities must de-
cide on what shall be their centennial
projects. A limited amount of federal
and provincial grants is available to-
wards these projects. Gimli has been
seriously considering several projects,
the leading ones of which are the ad-
dition to the skating rink, something
we have needed for some years and
must have regardless, a memorial park:
and a library to house the books which
we hope will be made available to us
when the vote for the regional library

is held in October. The centennial
committee has not received the sup-
port it should have had, from the com-
munity and the organizations, and has
postponed a decision until fall. But
we do not doubt that each organiz-
ation and individual has realized deep
down inside that we must and will
have some project for our centennial.
We cannot let the rest of Canada
celebrate while we do not. Therefore
it is time for the uncommitted to start
thinking and commit themselves. It
has been made clear to the represent-
ative on the centennial corporation in
a recent letter, that the final decision
as to the project is fully in the hands
of the council, and no deadlock will
be broken by the corporation, whose
sole task is to approve or disapprove
of the suggestions.

Naturally our council wants to fol-

low the will of the majority. But what
is their will?

There is reason to believe that Ice-
landic people from outside of this area,
who are anxious to commemorate the
name of New Iceland’s most illustrious
son, Vilhjalmur Stefansson, would sup-
port financially a project big enough
to capture the imagination of the
world and to perpetuate not only the
memory of this man, but of all the
other sturdy pioneers who came from
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iy island of the north to form

i

their new home here, and to send forth

their ~ous to enrich Canada and indeed!

atl of Smerica. Some of them have sne-

Jat a library and museum  lo-
cated in the largest centre of New lce-
land. but shared in everv wav by all
other communities of the area. would
be @ most {itting ceitennial. A combi-
nation of all the centennial money for
this purpose would result in somethinp
really memorable, and give all Ice-
landers a place of which they could be
proud, as well as providing a beautiful
library for all residents of the area.
Nuaturally, if such a building were
decided upon, and the regional library
comes to be a reality, part of the money
would be used to build branch librar-
ies in other centres, to which books
would be circulated.

Cszn we in the eastern Interlake
work together to such an extent? Or
does one community endanger a good
cause by asking the others to co-
operate? Icelandic people are known
for their individuality, their strong
minded singleness of purpose, and
their basic honesty. They are a people
ol whom Canada can be justly proud,
and a memorial of such a nature and
size would preserve their heritage here.

Can a non-Icelander who has made

who has adepted this area as home,
persnade them ¢ ferget their strong
desives to remain apzrt as individual
commitices, and work together to pro-
duce semeihing really momentous for
18672 We have been told that we were
thinking tco small—we have been told
of Steinbach Mennonite village, the
Ukrainian village. Can we hope for
a similar great project for the Icelandic
settlements?  Vilhjalmur  Stefansson,
though he only lived here a few short
months, brings our area to the atten-
tion of all who read about him in the
Encyclopedias of the world. He was a
typical Icelandic Canadian, and to
quote a review on his autobiography
in the Saturday Free Press, “it is for
one quality alone that he shall be re-
membered: his ardent and in-
extinguishable desire for the truth”.
This alone makes him the most typical
of Icelanders, who cherish truth and
accuracy above all else. He showed the
world the Eskimo and the Arctic as
it really is, and in so doing, performed
a most valuable task for his native
Canada, whose future lies in the great
North. This man is of us—by using
his name and perpetuating his story,
we can share his glory. Shall we do

it?

¥
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TWO SONNETS

by the Arctic Explorer

VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON

Because of Vilhjalmur Stefansson’s
fame as an explorer, a lecturer and
scientist, not much has been said
about him as a poet. Some mention
has been made of his excellent trans-
lations of Icelandic poems into Eng-
lish, but very little about his original
verse, except his “Philosophy at
Twenty” which is an acknowleged
masterpiece. And yet in his teens and
early twenties he wrote a number of
poems, some of which were published
in the Icelandic papers in Winnipeg
and elsewhere; and he has said some-
where that his first chief ambition
was to become a poet of some distinc-
tion.Somewhat later, however, eventu-
alities changed that obsession. His ital-

ents were avertedd to another field,
and that story is now well known.

But what may not bhe so generally
knewn is that shortly aflter he entered
the University of N. Dakota he wrote
and published a number of poems and
a play, of a somewhat satirical nature,
which at first were regarded with dis-
favor by some of the faculty. But he
soon became known as the institution’s
chief poet and many of his shorter
pieces appeared in the University’s
magazine “The Student”. As samples
of his work I wish to append two son-
nets that appeared in its issue of
March 1901.

Paul Bjarnason

WHITMAN

Whitman, thy rolling rhythms surge

With maddened fury through the shoreless seas

Of human life’s eternal tragedies;

Sinking their tone—now to a moaning dirge

Of sorrow, and now raising it to scourge

Thy self-dwarfed littleness that shrivles and flees

Before thee. The impassioned mysteries

Of life brood in thy heart and wildly urge

Thy fingers o'er the sounding harp that thrills

With all thy knowledge of the heart of man

And all thy love of nature and mankind;

That tells the firmness of the rock-ribbed hills,

The depths of space, and of the eyes that scan

Those depths and dream of that which lies behind.
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SCIENCE

Science, thou daughter of untrammeled thoughts,

Child of fearless searching for the truth,

Fair with the beauty of perennial youth,

For thee have earth’s best heroes strongly wrought,

Builded eternal temples, dearly bought

With vigil and with blood—nor sought the truth

Nor praise of men—from cults and forms uncouth

The grains of truth their patient hand had sought.

Glorious is the mead thou dost bestow

Upon the worker—through him to the world.

Thou placest his hand upon the cadent flow

That swells the world pulse. To him is unfurled

The never-retreating standard moving on,

Leading the marshalled ages to the dawn.

GIMLI GIRL WINS FORD SCHOLARSHIP

Patricia Gail Johnson, 16 year old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Helgi John-
son, formerly of Winnipeg and now
of Gimli, has been awarded a Ford
of Canada Canadian Centennial Per-
forming Arts scholrship of $100.00 to
further her vocal studies.

Patricia, who took grade XI last
year, has a grade 8 standing in piano
and grade 7 in vocal. When she re-

sided in Winnipeg she took lessons
from Mrs. Elma Gislason and Mr.
Russell Standing. Her Gimli music
teachers are Mrs. Sara Udow and Mrs.
Muriel Milgram.

Patricia has won awards in the
Manitoba Musical Festival continu-
ously for six years. She sings in Eng-
lish, Icelandic, German, Italian and
French.
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[ndigence ane “Vou'th

by THORSTEINN ERLINGSSON

translated by PAUL BJARNASON

That poverty by grace was given us

By God — that is an oft-repeated story.
But God and men by now are never thus;
Another way is said to lead to glory.

Of old the safest way was plight and pain,
With penury and every sore disaster.

But now the more the men of faith can gain,
The more their standing rises with the Master.

The pauper is deprived of bread and health
And places high in God’s esteem no longer.
So first, my friend, you have to win ithe wealth;
Then will your claim to Heaven be the stronger.

For if you never fill a favored seat

And fail to beat Luck’s most unkind reverses,
Among your brethren you will face defeat.

And friends of God will pass you by with curses.

Though God Himself was never known to you,

Your neighbors and your friends reveal your station.

The chosen fill the envied inner pew
In every house of worship in the nation.

Among the rich the method is the same.
God’s mercy all their patent sins erases.
The young inherit all their elders’ fame
If under-brained, God’s grace the lack replaces.

For theft and fraud the favored have a “pull”
And Father God protects the wealthy classes.
But countless jails on earth are always full
®f indigents and drifters from the masses.

So you, the lowly, poor and penniless,

The pious mark for Hell when life is ended.
But if by chance you come to gain “success”,
Your case in Heaven and earth will be defended.
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ORBIRGD OG AUDUR

eftir PORSTEIN ERLINGSSON

PU manst, ad fdtekt var af ndd oss veitt
af vorum drottni; pad er gémul saga.

En gud og menn og alt er ordid breytt
og Olikt pvi sem var i fyrri daga.

Pvi fyrr var vissast vegi drottins a

ad vera af hor og o6rbirg8 neerri daudur;
pvi harra ni sem herrans pjénar n4,
pvi heerri laun, pvi meiri vold og audur.

1 fatekt skortir bedi ndd og braud,

pvi bendir gud pér veg med pjéonum sinum
pu verdur, vinur, fyrst a§ fd pér aud,

pa fardu lika ndd hjd drottni pinum.

bvi hafi pér ei heppnazt “st68u” a8 nd
og heldur ekki ldnazt vel ad bua,

pd mun pér verdld verSa gzdafd

og vinir drottins a8 pér baki snua.

P6 drottin sjalfan pekkir ekki pd,

pba pekkjast allir bezt af vinum sinum;
og gadu ad, hverjum hlotnast vir8ing su,
a8 hafa s®ti naestir presti pinum.

Og e¢ins er drottinn audi vorum hja
og allar vorar syndaflekjur greidir,
og bornin okkar verda voldug pd,
b6 vitid skorti, nadin guds pau leidir.

Og eins er pad, ad bd, sem eiga gull,

frd pjo6fnad verndar nddarherrann blidi,
en pusund svarthol 4 hér fjandinn full
af flokkubjéd og 68rum sultarlydi.

Pbu félaus madur matt hér lida naud
og munt i Viti sidar kenna 4 hoérdu;

en takist pér ad eiga négan aud,

pig englar geyma b®8i 4 himni og jordu.
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UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA

ANNUAL AWARDS
1964

The following students of Icelandic 4. G. V. Moshy Book Award for high-

i ] i o olooy. Or:
parentage were listed as winners of est standing in Anaesthesiology, Oral

Surgery and General Surgery.
5. Winnipeg Dental Supply Company

annual awards, 1964:

- - Scholarship (for highest standing in
Clinical Dentistry) — $100.

6. University Bronze Medal — for
highest standing in Pharmacology —
(See Icelandic Canadian, Summer ’62.)

Kenneth Lincoln Johnson

Kenneth Lincoln Johnson, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Leo E. Johnson of Win-
nipeg, won the following awards in
Third Year Dentistry:

1. Certificate of Merit (Honors stand-

ng).

Lorna Ellen Sigurdson

2. International College of Dentists

(Canadian Section) Scholarship — $100. Sigurdso, Lorna Ellen, daughter of

8. G. V. Moshy Book Award for high- Mroand Mrs. Franklin Sigurdson ~f

dst s‘tanding in Pros‘,dyodontology_ Ozk P()i])t, won the fOHO“'ing': 1. Is-
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bister Scholarship, 3rd Year—$100,
2. 1’Alliance Francaise Book Prize—
for highest standing in French III
or French III portion of IITH.
Winnipeg Underwriters’ .\ssociation
Scholarship (for highest average in
Third Year Arts, General, Honors,
or Latin Philosophy) $100. (See Icel.
Cuanadian, Autumn 61, page 45).

Verne Gudjon Johnson

Johnson, Verne Gudjon, son of Gud-
jon amd the late Mary Johnson, of
Lundar, Maniteba, won the Dean
A B MeDonald Memorial Bursary
{Second  Year Engineering offered
bv the Professional Engineer’s Wives
Association) — $200.00 (See Icel. Can.
Spring 63 and Autumn 61, p. 46).

*

Johnson, Valdine Gudrun, daughter of
Mrs. Olina and the late John John-
son ¢! Winnipeg, won the Canada-

[celand Foundation scholarship of
$200.00 for highest standing in Ice-
landic. (sce Icelandic Can. Summer
1964, page 47).

William Helgi Donald Hurst

William Helgi Donald Hurst, son of

Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Hurst of Win-
nipeg. Mrs. Hurst is Gvda, daughter
of Mr. Gisli Johnson and the late Mrs.
Johnson of Winnipeg. He won the fol-
lowing:
[. Architectural Woodwork Prize —
(offered by Acme Sash and Door Co.).
2. J. G. Frasesr Ludo Summer Sketch
Privze

L

Magnusson, Denis Norman, son of Mr.
and Mrs. N. 1.. Magnusson of Minot,
N. D. won the following: 1. T. Eaton
Co. of Canada Limited Scholarship
in Third Year Commerce—minimum
75 per cent $200.00.

2. Isbister Scholarship, Third Year
(See Icel. Can. Summer .64 and Sum
mer 62, page 48)
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Greetings to Ambassodor Sigvaldason LIVES WITH ESKIMOS FOR A YEAR

The Icelandic Canadian extends cordial greetings to His Excellency
John P. Sigvaldason, Canadian Ambassdor to Norway and Iceland,
and Mrs. Sigvaldason upon their visit to Manitoba where the Am-
bassador was born and received his education. John Sigvaldason has
been a subscriber of this magazine for many years and a strong
supporter.

Below is a notice of the meeting at which Winnipeg subscribers and
others will have a chance to hear and meet His Excellency and Mrs.
Sigvaldason. —The Magazine Board.

His Excellency

.JOHN P. SIGVALDASON
Canada’s Ambassador to Norway and Iceland

TO VISIT WINNIPEG

The Icelandic Canadian Club is very fortunate in having Ambas-
sador Sigvaldason as our Guest of Honour nd Speaker at the
OPENING MEETING THIS FALL, which will be held in the
Parish Hall, First Lutheran Church, Victor Street, just south of
Sargent, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th at 8:15 p.m.

Our President, W. H. Finnbogason, will outline what he and his
executive have in mind both as immediate and long range
objectives.

Two brief reports will be given: one on the Brief to the Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism by Dr. Baldur
Kristjanson; one on the Club Membership by Hon. W. J. Lindal.

John Arnason, the Vice President, will introduce our Manitoba
born Canadian Ambassador. Following the Ambassador’s address
all present will shake hands with the Ambassador and Mrs. Sig-
valdason, after which refreshments will be served in the Church
Parlour.

ALL INVITED — BRING A FRIEND

Mis. Margret Ramsay, Secretary ~ W. Leo Johnson, Asst. Secretary
Phone GR 5-7551 Phone SU 3-5590

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB

‘F
Al .
John Matthiasson

John Matthiasson, son of Jona, now
Mrs. W. Kristjanson of Winnipeg, and
the late Dr. M. ]J. Matthiasson, has
just returned after spending a year
in an Eskimo community of about
200 at Pond Inlet on the northeast tip
of Baffin Island.

Mr. Matthiasson has been studying
for a doctorate at Cornell University,
and is doing some of his studies in a
most practical and realistic way. He
decided to spend a year in the far
north among the Eskimos.

While in Winnipeg he was inter-
viewed by a staff reporter of The Win-
nipeg Tribune, Bert Bruser. The fol-
lowing is a part of the report.

He lived with an Eskimo family
and became part of the community.

He ate their food, which was usually
seal or caribou meat, often raw, and
he slept beside them in their huts and
igloos. When the men went hunting,

John went with them.

He adapted well, and the Eskimos
began calling him “Inoongwah,” which
he says means “like an Eskimo.” Even-
tually they shortened the name to In-
ook, or Eskimeo.

All of the Eskimos in the commun-
itv are Anglicans. They make their
living by hunting.

Aside from religion, the other vis-
ible influences from the white man’s
world are motor boats and rifles,
which have taken the place of kayaks
and harpoons.

And when an Eskimo gets money he
invariably buys a transistor radio, Mr.
Matthiasson said. Although they can’t
understand the words, they like listen-
ing to the music.

The biggest problems were the cold,
the food and his inability to com-
municate.

The Eskimos spokc only about 100
words of English, and he spoke even
less of the Eskimo language. He was
forced to usec sign language.

In February he developed pneu-
monia and was unable to make the 12-
hour dog sled trip for first aid at the
Hudson’s Bay post because of storms.
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“I had to sweat it out,” he said.

He was interested mainly in legal
acculturation, which is the mingling
of the old legal system with the white
man’s system.

“The Eskimos still don’t know what
it means to be a citizen of Canada.
They don't understand the vote,” John
said.

“They are masters of inter-personal
relationships, however, and get along
well with each other”.

“Once, after 18 hours on the hunting
trail, we stopped to build a snow house.
It was almost finished, but one block

kept falling down. One of the men
got mad and knocked the whole house
over. The other men understood that
he was releasing his tension, and no-
body got mad, even though it meant
a great deal of extra work.”

All property is shared. If a man has
an excess of meat he shares it with
those who don‘t have as much.

There is therefore no theft.

Mr. Matthiasson has returned to
Canada and will spend next winter
writing his thesis for the Doctor ot
Philosophy degree.
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lasting beauty.

never need painting.

and rattling.
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Enjoy the extra comfort, extra
convenience, extra beauty
of Nationally known

RUSCO

STEEL WINDOWS and DOORS

Precision built of sturdy, light-weight steel for extra long life and

Long-life Fibreglas screens won’t rot, rust, corrode or stain and

Sliding glass panels easily removed from inside [or cleaning.

No unsightly putty to come loose. Glass is held by new plastic
splin. Broken panes replaceable in a jiffy.
Built-in felt weatherstripping keeps out drafts, prevents sticking

Baked enamel finish for long lasting beauty.

{ Division of DOWSE SASH and DOOR CO. LTD.
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IN THE NEWS

MISS AUDREY FRIDFINNSON
APPOINTED TO RESPONSIBLE
POST.

Miss Audrey Fridfinnson

Miss Audrey Fridfinnson is one of
a three member counselling service
which has been inaugurated in the
University of Manitoba. The functions
of the service are counselling, testing
and guidance, and generally to im-
prove the academic functioning of
university students.

The Director of the Service is Dr.
Robert I. Hudson of Minnesota, with
the status of Associate Professor of
Education. Miss Fridfinnson is a
counsellor and Assistant Professor of
Social Work. The third member, Dr.
Gordon M. Stephens of Winnipeg, is

the psychiatric consultant to the ser-
vice.

Miss Fridfinnson obtained her B.A.
degree and holds a diploma in Social
Work from the University of Mani-
toba. She went to the University of
Chicago where she obtained her
Masters degree from the School of
Social Work. She has studied at Smith
College school of social work, and also
in the graduate division of the Uni-
versity of New York.

In Manitoba she has served with
the Children’s Aid Society and the
Society for Crippled Children and Ad-
ults, as well as in the School of Social
Work.

Audrey is the daughter of Mrs.
Bertha Fridfinnson and the late Wil-
liam Fridfinnson, who was Secretary
of the Falcon Hockey Club when the
team won the World Championship.

*

WINS EDUCATIONAL AWARD

Mrs. John Davidson Brown, the
former Unnur Anna Kristjanson of
Winnipeg, this summer was named the
outstanding graduate student for
1963-64 in the school of nursing at the
University of Washington, Seattle,
U.S.A. The Nursing Education Award
of $100 was presented to her. Mus.
Brown has her master of nursing
degree from the University of Wash-
ington and her bachelor of nursing
degree from McGill University, Mon-
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J. &. Bardal

Limted

FUNERAL HOME

Phone SPruce 4-7474

843 Sherbrook Street

ASGEIRSON’S

LIMITED
698 Sargent — Ph. SUnset 3-4322

*

Headquarters for
PAINT, WALLPAPER

& HARDWARE

Dr. P. H. T.Thorlakson

WINNIPEG CLINIC

*

PHONE WHitehall 2-6441

St. Mary’s and Vaughan, Winnipeg

LAKELAND DAIRIES

SELKIRK MANITOBA
“Quality Dairy Products”

Distributors

SKYR
Winnipeg Phone GLobe 20312
Selkirk Phone 482 — 3681

“SELKIRK BRAND”
FROZEN FRENCH FRIES

Winnipeg Phone GLobe 2-0312

—_—rr

ROBERTS & WHYTE LTD.

Sargent & Sherbrooke St.

Phone SPruce 4-3353

THE WEST END'S
FAMILY DRUG STORE

DR. L. A. SIGURDSON

*

528 Medical Arts Bldg.

L4

Off. Ph. WH. 24762 Res. SP. 26115
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treal, Que. where she received a similar
award for her work toward her under-
graduate degree. Mrs. Brown currently
holds a teaching position on the faculty
of the school of nursing, University of
Manitoba. She is the daughter of Mus.
Fridrik Kristjanson of Winnipeg and
the late Mr. Kristjanson.

*

ACCEPTS TEACHING ASSIGN-
MENT IN NIGERIA

Mr. Olafur Allan Olson, School
Principal, who has been Principal of
the Neepawa Collegiate for the last
three years, and has taught in other
Collegiates in Manitoba has accepted
an assignment to teach in a secondary
school at Kaduna, in Nigeria, Africa.

Nigeria has a population of about
45 million and there is a great dearth
of teachers and other trained people.
Fortunately there are many applicants
for these jobs. From Manitoka alone,
38 teachers applied and only 6 were
accepted.

The schools are maintained by the
government of Nigeria and the Com-
monwealth Aid Plan. The teachers
are under a contract for two years, no
doubt renewable.

Mr. Olson will be teaching in Ka-
duna which is on a plateau so above
the tropical heat of the coast line and
other parts of Nigeria.

Nigeria is one of the former Com-
monwealth of Nations colonies, which,
upon obtaining its independence, de-
cided to stay within the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Olson is married and his wile
Phyllis and their two children, Jona
Elizabeth, 4, and David Allan 2, will

Olafur Allan Olson

go with him. He is the son of Mr. and
Mys. Olafur H. Olson of Winnipeg.
His father is a son of the late Arnljot-
ur Olson who donated his large library
of Icelandic books to the University of
Manitoba. His mother, Elinborg, is a
daughter of the late Sigurdur and
Maria Baldwinson who pioneered at
The Narrows on the east shore of Lake
Manitoba.

CHIEF HOME BAKERY

Prop. Helga Olafsonr

Pastries — Bread

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic

Specialties to order

also Catering

:
L
!
| 749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU.3.6127 :
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 JOUN LKCKIE 11D, !mmm FlSh
640 King Edward St. PR““U CERS LTD.

J. H. PAGE, Manager
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ST. JAMES

*

“TANGLEFIN” NYLON NETTING
! COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES ®
CANVAS <OGss

MARINE HARDWARE Office Phone: SPruce 5-0481
LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT
Res. Phone GLobe 3-0446

| Phone SPruce 5-8404

WINNIPEG, MAN. 311 CHAMBERS ST.

BRANCH AT EDMONTON, ALBERTA Winnipeg Manitoba
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UPPLY ¢ O.Lid.
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M“CURDY

READY MIXED CONCRETE
Telephone: SUnset 2-7251

SAND AND GRAVEL PITS AT BIRD’'S HILL, MANITOBA
SARGENT AND ERIN STREET

WINNIPEG, CANADA
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This space is being paid for by prominent public men
and leading corporations in Winnipeg who desire to
support the Canada Press Club in its public service.

The Icelandic Canadian, which is a member of the Can-
ada Press Club, is providing this space and a similar
amount of space in the next issue when the names of
the contributors will appear.

The Canada Press Club was organized in 1942. Its two
main objectives are:

1. To interpret the Canadian scene, its back-
ground and its problems, thus striving to a
more united and sounder Canadianism.

2. To study Canada’s position in relation to the
Commonwealth of Nations, the United
States, the United Nations, and her position
in relation to all nations dedicated to uphoid
the ideals of freedom and democracy.

The Canada Press Club is a member of The Canada
Ethnic Press Federation which is holding its biennial
meeting in Toronto this year. This is a very important
meeting and the Canada Press Club hopes to be able to
have a good representation at that meeting.

—Inserted on behalf of the Canada Press Club.
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ACCEPTS POST WITH U.N.
IN IRAN

Dr. L. Burbank Kristjanson

Dr. L Burbank Kristjanson, Ph.D.,,
who has been Assistant Deputy Min-
ister of Agriculture in Manitoba has
accepted a position of high responsibil-
ity with the Food and Agricultural
Organization of the United Nations in
Iran. Dr. Kristjanson accepted an as-
signment in Iran a few years ago and
brought back a wife with him. Dr. and
Mrs.  Kristjanson have 2 children
Sharon, age 4, and Kevan age 6.

*

OBTAINS Ph.D. DEGREE

Ronald Halbert Goodman was grant-

ed a Ph.D. in Physics at the Convoca-
tion of McMaster University at Ham-
ilton, Ontario, on May 25, 1964. He
took all his high school grades at the
Carrot River High School and then
graduated in Arts from the University

of Saskatchewan in 1956. The follow-
ing year Ronald went to the McMaster
University to do research in nuclear
physics on a National Research Coun-
cil fellowship. He is the son of Hallur
S. Goodman of Carrot River. His
grandmother was the late Mrs. Maria
Goodman who came from Iceland in
1909 to settle in the Wynyard district.
At present Ronald lives in Ottawa and
werks on research projects with the
Department of Mines and Surveys.

*

R. B. VOPAI & (0.

Chartered Accountants
210-2285 Portage Avenue

PHONE 832-1341

Winnipeg 12 Manitoba
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DELNOR FROZEN

FoobD
S. L. DOYING & CO.

DISTRIBUTORS
870 Bradford St., Wpg. 12 Ph. SU 3-1590

Compliments

Security Storage Co. Ltd.

725 Portage Ave.  Ph. 783-7171

LOANS FOR STUDENTS

Purpose

Who an apply:

Amount of loans:

Repayment:

Where to apply:

The purpose of the Canada Student Loans Act is to facilitate
bank loans for students who need financial help to continue
full-time studies heyond secondary school level at Universities
and other educational institutions.

Any Canadian citizen, or anyone resident in Canada for one
year who intends to live in Canada after completion of studies,
may apply for a ioan under the Act. An applicant must be en-
rolled or intend to enroll as a full-time student at an education-
al institution approved by provincial authorities, and must meet
the standards of academic qualification and financial need
established by the student loan authority in the Province in
which he applies.

Denending upon individual circumstances and financial need,
loans up to $1,000 a year may be made, with a maximum of
$5,000 during a student’s academic career. The Provincial
Authority receiving applications and determining eligibility
will issue a certificate to each eligible student stating the max-
imum amount the student may borrow. This Certificate of
Eligibility is required before a student can arrange a Govern-
ment Guaranteed Student Loan with the bank of his choice.
Intercs!-Frea and Delayed Repayment Period

To assist students, the interest on loans during the period a stu-
dent continues full-time studies, and for six months thereafter,
will be paid by the Government of Canada. During this period
no repayment of principal is required, nor will any service
charge or fee by payable by the student.

Method of Repayment

Borrowers will begin to pay interest and to repay loans six
months after they cease to be full-time students. The current
interest rate to students is 5% % per annum. Normally the re-
payment period will be five to ten years. Borrowers have the
right to repay loans in part or in full at any time without
penalty.

Life Insured

In the event of the death of a borrower responsibility for re-
payment of the loans will be assumed by the Government of
Canada.

Students should obtain a brochure which is now available at
banks, universities and other educational institutions. This
brochure contains lists of Provincial Authorities

The above notes are based upon the Canada Student Loans Act 1964 and are for reference only.

All applications and loans are subject to the full terms and conditions of the Act.

CANADA STUDENT LOANS ACT

CANADA
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Goodbrandson’s

Transfer Ltd.

DAILY SERVICE — CARGO INSURED

Phone 482-3183 — SELKIRK
Phone SUnset 3-7898 — WINNIPEG

Gilbart Funeral Homes

309 Eveline St.
SELKIRK, MAN.

Phone 3271

FIRST STREET
GIMLI, MAN.
Phone ZE 17000

— Serving the Interlake Area ~—

Winnipeg’s Leading Florists

FLORISTE
E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS
TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU
277 Portage Ave. —Ph. WH 3-0731

Polo Park Shopping Centre
—Ph. SP 5-8484

Crescent Creamery

Limited
Dealers in “Quality Guarded”

Dairy Products for over
58 years

MILK — CREAM - BUTTER
“CLANSMAN” ICE CREAM

Phone SUnset 3-7101

|

Toast Master

MIGHTY FINE BREAD

Toastmaster Sales Ltd.

PHONE 783-7144
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{Uptown Bowling Lanes

E WINNIPEG FINEST — 30 LANES

E Ladies morning and afternoon Instruction
Classes — FREE

under the direction of
Hilda Johnson and Eileen Finnie

First class to start in September — Please
§ phone or call for openings

394 ACADEMY RD. — Ph. GLobe 2-402i

-
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HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS FOR
ERIK BRYNJOLFSSON

Three awards for achievemen:
among 700 students were presented to
Erik Brynjolfsson, Grade 12 graduate,
at the closing exercises in June of Eric
Hamber Secondary School at Van-
couver. He was given an honor award
for highest marks in mathematics
in the school, a 98, the Marpole Rotary
Club scholarship for outstanding
achievement in all subjects, in athletics
and extracurricular work, and the
Lower Mainland basketball scholar-
ship for achievement in athletics. He is
the son of Mrs. Gudrun Brynjolfsson,
presently living in Iceland, and the
late Rev. Eirikur Brynjolfsson.

*

LEIF ERIKSON DAY

The following is an Associated Press
despatch of Sept. 3, 1964.

“President Johnson has proclaimed
October 9th as Leif Erikson Day in
honor of the Viking Voyager of 1000
years ago, the White House said Thurs-
day. He issued the proclamation after
signing legislation calling for desig-
nation of the day.

*

Konrad Sigurdson, a former Win-
nipeg school teacher has been teaching
for over a year at Katsina in Nigeria,
Africa. He is married to Karen, the
eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar
Anderson of Winnipeg. Oscar is a son
of the late grain merchant, Peter And-
erson, and Mrs. Villa Anderson.

WINS CANADIAN LEGION
BURSARY THREE TIMES

Alda Davidson

Miss Alda Davidson, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Davidson of
Santa Patricia, Ont., this spring was
awarded the Canadian Legion bursary
for the third time for highest marks
in her high school examinations this
spring. Her paternal grandmother is
Mrs. R. Davidson of Winnipeg and
her maternal grandparents are Mr. and
Mrs. Olafur Bjarnason of Gimli, Man.

*
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NEWS SUMMARY

Mr. J. W. Page, Manager of Canad-
ian Fish Producers, was one of a
group of Canadian food producers

who attended the British Food Fair

which is held in London, England,

every second year. The Canadian dis-

play of fresh and frozen foods was one
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of the best displays. It is reported that
Manitoba whitefish were renamed
“Silverfins”. Whether that name will
be adopted in Manitoba and elsewhere
in Canada remains to be seen.

*

For many years Scandinavian groups
at Edmonton, Alta.,, in addition to
their own activities individually, have
made a practice of gathering twice each
year for a Scandinavian celebration
jointly. These are the Icelandic, Nor-
wegian, Danish, Swedish and Finnish
organizations. Meanwhile each has,
among other things, celebrated its na-
tional days and feasts, the Icelanders
the Thorrablot for example. Ten years
ago they jointly began gathering funds
to finance the erection of a Scandinav-
ian centre which all could use in-
dividually and/or jointly for meetings,
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social gatherings and such. This year
this dream became a reality. In June
was opened Edmonton’s Scandinavian
Centre. The operating firm, Scandi-
navian Centre Co-Operative Associ-
ation, publishes a ten-page monthly
periodical, the Scandinavian Centre
News.

*

At the annual meeting in May of
Stafholt, home for the elderly at
Blaine, Wash., U.S.A. Thordur As-
mundson, Mrs. Anna Karason and
Gudmundur P. Johnson were re-elect-
to the board of directors. Einar Sim-
onarson, Blaine lawyer and president
of the organization, presided. The
other members of the board are: treas-
urer, Skapti Olason; Mrs. Dora Mc-
Pherson, John Breidford, Hugh John-
son, Walter Goodman, Mrs. Ella Thor-
steinsson, Carl Frederick and Sigurdur
Christjanson. Mr. Asmundson is the
secretary.

*

Miss Margaret Anderson, teacher at
Selkirk Collegiate, Selkirk, Man. for
18 years, was honored in Junc by form-
er students, teachers and friends at a
gathering in the collegiate in recogn-
ition of her long and faithful service.
In attendance were some 500 persons,
including guests from Kenora and
Geraldton, Ont., Calgary, Alta., Van-
couver, B.C. and Thompson, Portage
la Prairie Miami, Dauphin, Pine Falls
and Camp Shilo in Manitoba. Receiv-
ing with Miss Anderson were her
mother, Mrs. O. B. Christianson, and
her sister-in-law, Mrs. S. Anderson.

*

Alr. and Mrs. Fred Shanks of Win-
nipeg were honored by family and
friends August 15 on the occasion of
their 50th wedding anniversary at a

Autumn 196+
gathering at the home of their son and
daughter-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Shanks in suburban St. James. Present
also were their other children, son Al-
fred and Mrs. Shanks of suburban St.
Vital and daughter Eleanor, Mrs. R.
Gunter with Mr. Gunter and family
from California. Present also were
Mrs. Shanks’ sister, Mrs. Disa Ander-
son and family from Arborg, Man.
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The toast to the honored couple was
proposed by Fred Wilkie, brother-in-
law of Mrs. Shanks. Mrs. Shanks is the
daughter of Icelandic pioneers, Mr.
and Mrs. Gudbrandur Johannesson of
Geysir, Man. They were married in
Winnipeg.
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