
Outstanding 
victories 
IN MANITOBA SPORT 

The 1955 Manitoba Open Golf final was something tha1t was very close to the heart of 
Niakawa pro Harold Eidsvig. As a perennial president of the Manitoba Prof

_
essional 

Golfers Association, he had struggled to raise the standard of the open, begging and 
oajoling for more prize money to attract outstanding players. He hadn't told a�ybody,
but he obviously fe)t he had a good chance to win it on hsi home course, despite the 
presence of such noted Canadian pros as Stan Leonard of Vancouver and Al Baldmg 
of Toronto. And on this rainy, cool Saturday, Eidsvig and Balding, the new CPGA 
champion fought down the 54th green where everything depended on one's putter. 
Eidsvig had to sink a 15-footer and hope that Balding would miss a 12-footer. The 
Ontario pro rimmed ,the cup and Eidsvig's putt went hime. Deadlocked with 221 strokes 
the heartened Eidsvig drove truly and chipped his second shot eight feet from the pm. 
Balding found he had to go for a 20-footer on the green. He didn t make it. Eidsvig 
sank his putt to win the open he had hoped would be the best of them all. 
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• BORROWING • SAVING

. SOUND ADVICE 

Visit your nearest BNS branch soon for 

prompt and courteous service. 

THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA 
Serving the banking public for over 125 years 

Fourteen Branches in Greater Winnipeg to Serve You 

GREYHOUND FARES ARE 
LOWEST OF ALL ! 

• . . any day of the week !

NO RESERVATIONS - NO BORDER CROSSINGS - NO 
DELAYS WHEN YOU TRAVEL THE ALL-CANADA WAY. 
Big restroom-equipped, air-conditioned buses give you 
close-up views of scenic travel sights. Compare! 

SAMPLE RETURN FARES BY GREYHOUND 

From To VANCOUVER CALGARY REGINA 

WINNIPEG $ 44.55 $ 31.50 $ 14.50 

TORONTO 73.75 65.65 53.50 

MONTREAL 76.15 68.05 58.35 

THE ICELANDIC CANAD!.-\:\ 

ICELAND 

A land of culture where more books are published in proportion 
to the number of persons than in any other country. 

A land of great men like Einar Jonsson and Jonas Hallgrimsson 

that have brought forth great pieces of sculpture and poetry. 

Iceland is a land of beautiful women too - uhis has been 
recognized in the crowning of Gudrun Bjarnadottir of Iceland 
as Miss International Beauty of 1964. 

Poetry, sculptor, heritage and beauty - the Icelandic people 

can take great pride in their history and their future. 

THE CARLING (Manitoba) BREWERIES LTD. 

It takes 5 years to 

throw the switch! 
This is the time r:::quired by your 

Mcmitoba Hydro to build and develop 

a power project. 

Ti�e and' development that is building 

a strcr.g base for a healthy and ex­

panding l.',!anitoba economy. 

Time and development that provides 

our province and its many towns, vi!· 

!ages and cities with electrical power

-a power that's attracting new in·· 

dustry and crccding- more jobs, more

opportur.ities and: more prosperity for

a growing Manitoba.

BA 
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HERCULES SUPPLY LTD. 
L:>1 P:::INCESS STREET VlINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

Phone 94'.!-2417 - 942-2418 

DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

o COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES

e MARTIN SENOUR PAINTS 

e DRY GOODS and SMALL WARES 

LAKE WINNIPEG CRUISE 1964 

During the navigation season the "M.S. KEENORA" will leave Selkirk 
on 1IONDAYS at 6:00 P.M. D.S.T. (except when Monday is a general 

holiday, sailing date will be on Tuesday at 6:00 P.M.) for NORWAY 

HOUSE, calling at Matheson Island, Berens River and Warrens Land· 

ing. Round trip fare $75.00 including meals and berth. (Children 

under 12 half fare.) 

SUNDAY EXCURSIONS to mouth of Red River: leaves Selkirk at 12:30 

noon, returning about 6:30 p.m. Fares $2.00 for adults, half fare of 

for children under 12. \Vh;.nipeg Phone GLobe 2-0731-or write 

Selkirk Navigation Co. Ltd. s:i::LKrnK, MAN. 

I 

THE ICELANDIC CANADlAN 3 

"THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL 

BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, AND FOR PAYMENT 
OF POSTAGE IN CASH." - PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST. WPG. 3. 

Union Loan & Investment 

Company 

::nd Floor, Crown Trust Bldg. 

364 )!AI:'\ ST. WINNIPEG 

- Phone WHitehall 2-5061 -

PETCR PETCRSSO:'.\ 

"FOR THE BEST MILK 
THAT GOOD COWS GIVE" 

S iLo.e,IJ,woacl. 
DAIRIES LTD. 

PHONE WHitehall 3-4414 

Grey Goose Bus Lines 
Limited 

301 BURNELL ST. - WPG. IO, MAN. 

Phone SUnset 6-1427 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 

D. Sigurdson & Son Ltd.
Plastering Contracten and Builders 

H. M. Sigurdson 

1410 Erin Sr.

Ph. SPruce 2-68G0

H. Sigurd...on

526 Arlington St 

Ph. SPruce 2-1272 

YOU'LL GET MORE ATTENTION FROM 

ALWAYS GLAD TO SERVE YOU. 

j JHE BRIJl§H AMERICAN Oil Company Limited

l 
I 

i -----�-----------------�---------' 

JD) llJIIFJIF)Y'S llf A\Xlll 

"A COMMUNITY TAXI SERVICE'' 

PHONE 775-0101 
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WHEN PHONING LONG DISTANCE 

Your CaHs eo!t" � 

"�w,� 
YOUR 

fflanitoba Telephone System 

Gelhorn Motors Ltd. 

2000 MAIN STREET 

WINNIPEG 17 

Your friendly 

Falcon, Fairlane 

and Galaxie 

Dealers 

Two Good 

Hotels . . 

LELAND HOTEL 

William &, Albert 

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL 

Portage at Parkdale 

Kirkfield Park, Man. 

J· E. Dangerfield, proprietor 

W. D. Bjarnason, manager

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

MOVING PACKING STORING 

BEAVER MOVING & STORAGE 

Agents For Allied Van Lines 

960 LOGAN A VE., WINNIPEG 

B. Greenberg, Manager.

Selkirk Garage 

Ltd. 

THE PLACE TO BUY 

YOUR NEW 

CHEVROLET 

OLDSMOBILE 

PH. 482-3140 

or 452-1085 

G. Sigurdson, Prop.

PHONE SUnset 3-5412 

PARK-HANNESSON 
LTD. 

Distributors of 
Commercial Fishing Equipment 
Marine B ctrdware 

WINNIPEG - EDMONTON 

CO:\IPLIMENTS OF 

I e J 
WHITE 
lROSE) 

Your Local 

WHITE ROSE DEALER 
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Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson 
Physician and Surgeon 

PHO'.\:E SPruce 2-9·!0,3 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE 

Logan and Keewatin 

Winnipeg 3, �fanitoba 

Eggertson & Eggertson 
Barristers & Solicitors 

500 Power Building 

Portage Ave. & Vaughan St. 

Phone WHitehalJ 2-3149 WINNIPEG 

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 
Saunders & Mauro 

Barristers, Solicitors, etc 

209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 
Portage Ave. and Garry St. 

l Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

RAMSAY- MATTHEWS LIMITED 

103 Medical Arts Building, 

(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

Arthur A. Anderson 

representing 

A.LL WAYS TRAVEL BUREAU 

Phone WH 2-2535 

3Fi H . .\R(;R.\VE ST 

Res. GL 2-5446 

GENSER'S :�:NITURE 
You pay less at GENSER'S 
and get So Much More. 
5 STORES TO SERVE YOU 

291 PORTAGE AVE. 600 .\L\J:'.', ST

8i9 :\IAIN ST 4i'.! SEUdRK AVE. 
and POLO PARK 

NO MONEY DOWX 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

from- A FRIEND 

S. A. THORARINSON 

Barrister and Solicitor 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 

364 Main Street 

OFFICE PHO'.\'E WHitehall 2-i0'i I 

Mc:Kague, Sigmar 

& Company 
REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOAN<;

All Types of Insurance 

Rental Management 

200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-l74fi 

:;37 ELLICE AVE. \\'I'.\''.\'ll'EG 2 

ARLINGTON PHARMACY 

PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

POST OFFICE 

Sargent & Arlington, 

Phone SUnset 3-5550 

Winnipeg 

Product Development 
Fund 

A revolving fund is available to help 
firms cover the cost of product re­
search for new developments and 
for design plans for new plants, 
plant expansions or new machinery. 
The intention is to help present 
companies explore new market pos­
sibilities through product diversifica­
tion. 

Research Counc:U 
Created to help smaller firms who 
do not have the funds or facilities 
for permanent research personnel. 
The council will provide specialist 
assistance to any Manitoba firm, 
with special emphasis on companies 
using the products of our primary, 
industries. 

lJI 

Design Institute 

In order to make Manitoba's prod­
ucts more makeable, sellable and 
useable in competing with products 
on the international market, this or­
ganization will help Manitoba firms 
design visual quality, ingenuity and 
originality into their products. 

Export Corporation 

This corporation will help Manitoba 
firms establish contacts in foreign 
markets. It wi l l  so l i c i t  orders  
through brokers. In  some instances, 
it will actively handle shipments and 
be responsible for delivery, 

Import Replacement 

To help Manitoba firms find alter­
natives or replacements for products 
they previously imported, a special 
program has been devised to expand 
the licensing activities of Manitoba 
firms. Continual surveys will deter­
mine product manufacturing possi­
bilities within the province. 

f'" I 

Economic: 
Consultative Board 

Will seek to establish greater co­
operation between management, la­
bour and government through an 
interchange of knowledge and ex­
perience of economic affairs and 
problems. The board is expected to 
contribute to better decisions for 
growth by both government and 
private groups in the province. 

Plan for profits in 
MANITOBA 

WRITE-DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY & COMMERCE, WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA, CANADA 
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We welcome appointments as Co­
Executor with members of the 
family with full knowledge that it 
creates a personal relationship and 
provides a family voice in management 

preserving 
:\lontreal Trust has accumulated in its 

seventy years of trust service a vast 
store of experience in the successful 
administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill 

needed by your executor. 

C. LOWE

family 

tradition 
.-\ talk with one of our experienced tru,; 

officers will aid you in developing an 
estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a familv voice in manageme11 · 

Montreal Trust Company 
Notre Dame at Albert Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Assistant General Manager 

H. T. MARTIN 

::'.lanager 

Capital Lumber Co. Ltd. 
SER VICE AND SATJSFACTIO:'.\ 

92 Higgins Avenue Winnipeg 2 Phone WH 3-1455 
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EDITORIAL 

A Change in Emphasis and Perspective 

In the spring of 1964 about 225 
people joined the Icelandic Canadian 
Club. The new membership includes 
people from 21 to 7 5 years of age, 
representatives of business and the 
proles,ions, people in the field of edu­
cation and social services. \\'hy this 
sudden upsurge of interest and enthus­
iasm? 

Actually it was not a sudden move­
ment but rather something which had 
been slmdy but surely evolving and 
needed some special event for it to 
blossom forth into full bloom. 

This gradual development did not 
arise through dissatisfaction with what 
had been done by the Icelandic Can­
adian Club or other organizations in 
our Icelandic Canadian communities. 
There ,ras a change in emphasis, a 
process of thinking and outlook which 
created a new perspective. 

The specific event which brought 
this process of change in emphasis into 
dear focus was the luncheon in the 
Hudson's Bay Store, on .February 18, 
last, the day of the annual Icelandic 
Canadian Club Concert. At the lun­
cheon there was an added feature. In 
addition to the guest speaker of the 
evening and the other two concert 
guests some ·well known and distingu­
ished athletes of Icelandic descent were 
i1wited. The luncheon room was filled 
to overflowing. Remarks made at the 
luncheon and afterwards revealed 
what made the occasion such a happy 
event. One of the Falcons said: "I am 
a Canadian, am proud of having been 
on a team that gained Canada a world 

reputation in hockey; but at the same 
time am also proud of being of Ice­
lamlic parentage, born in :\Iani,oba; 
with one exception we all were Ice­
landers born in :\Ianitoba; we all made 
this clearly known in Toronto when 
,1·e ,von the Canadian championship, 
and in ,\ntwerp when we won the first 
Olvmpic world hockey championship." 

One of the businessmen, famous in 
curling said after the luncheon: "I 
have greatly enjoyed these lunches; I 
like to sit with other businessmen 
whom I may not have seen for a year; 
and am glad to meet representatives 
of our Icelandic organizations. I am 
too busy to take part myself but I feel 
I am indirectly doing my bit by help­
ing build a better Canada." 

:\Iany others have at -various times 
expre,sed similar sentiments. The in­
ference is obvious. These people look 
upon themseli'es primarily as Can­
adians and gladly accept their full 
share, be it large or small, in the 
development of a Canadian nation. 
,\t the same time they are proud of 
their ,mcestry; anxious that the culture 
of their fathers do not become lost 
hut rather become a part of what mav 
eventually be a distinctly Canadia� 
culture. These people feel that in serv­
ing Canada they are preparing the 
,oil for the planting of the seed of 
their Icelandic heritage. 

The soundness of this placing of 
Canada first can be established bv 
high authority-the report of the 1�­
land-Kanada Rao of Iceland to the 
Canada-Iceland FoundaJtion, published 
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111 the Autumn 1963 number of this 
magazine. The report reads in part as 
follows: 

"These descendants of the (Ice­
landic) settlers are primarily Can­
adians and citizens of the United 
States, and a duty falls upon 1them 
of becoming good citizens of their 
homelands, the fosterlands of their 
fathers. Icelanders certainly make 
the same demands upon the child­
ren and descendants of foreigners 
who become Icelandic citizens." 

But the remarks made at these 
lunches and on other occasions disclose 
that although there is a primary duty 
to Canalla, cultural loyalties can and 
must he preserved. This is recognized 
by all leaders of thought throughout 
Canada, The latest pronouncement is 
to be found in an address by Hon. 
:\Iaurice Lamontagne, Secrtary of 
State of Canada, delivered in \Vin­
nipeg June 5, 1964-words which the 
leader of any political party in Canada 
would not hesitate to confirm. 

"Our own Canadian historv 
shm\'s that great cultural expan­
,ion and more frequent cultural 
contacts will not come about bv 
themselves . .. This is ,vhy I am 
rn1winced that our cultural life 
needs both protection against 1111-
poYerishment and stimulus to im­
provement, and ,that a deliberate 
collective effort to these ends is 
not only justified but is most 
urgently required." 

In the same address �Ir. Lamontagne 
very generously referred to "\Vninipeg 
as "one of the most dynamic culture 
centres in Canada." 

Protection and stimulus for a Can­
adian cultural life! This is the verv 
challenge which those people coul;l 
feel wl1cn they became so enthusiastic 

at that luncheon meeting. The words 
of encouragement from Valdimar 
Bjornson of Minneapolis and Einar B. 
Guomundsson, of Reykjavik, Iceland, 
did not fall on deaf ears. As far as is 
known all who attended the luncheon 
and were not members before, are 
now members of ,the Icelandic Can­
adian Club. Later the number of new 
members increased to 225 and others 
are coming in. 

These people feel that Canadianism 
is not something negative; it is not 
enough for a person to say that he is 
a good Canadian if all he means is that 
he is not breaking any laws of Canada. 
Canadianism is something pos1t1ve, 
First there have to be overt acts of cit­
izenship building in ;this land, be those 
acts ,individually, large or small. Sec­
ondly a duty falls upon individuals as 
me1nbers of ethnic groups to maintain 
cultural loyalties of merit. John .F. 
Haves, Vice-President and l\Ianao-i1w 

. , b �, 

Director, The Southam Printing Co. 
Ltd., said on Citizenship Day, May 15, 
this year: 

"Perhaps it is one of Canada', 
greatest blessings that it is a land 
where cultural ties with Europe 
have never been severed, vet it is 
a land where one's secu{ity and 
peace are assured with hard work 
ancl adaptability." 

It ,ras the lavish recognition of the 
Canadian part played by our hockev 
and rnrling heroes, automatically giv­
ing recognition to their ancestrv, which 
brought about the seemingly' sudden 
upsurge of Canadian loyalty at its bes�. 
In the Icelandic Canadian Club these 
new members could see an instrument 
for giving expression to a slowlv but 
surely d�veloping consciousness 'of a 
Canadianism deriving from many cul­
tural origins. W. J. Lindal
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Bjarni Benediktsson, Prime Minister of 

Iceland, and Mrs. Benediktsson 

to visit Canada 

This year is the 75th anniversary of Icelandic Day ":slendinga�agur'.nn"
1 I · · 'Iani·toba 'T'o mark the occasion The Icelanchc Celebrat10n Com-ee e )rat10n 111 "' • .1 

mittee, of which Alex s. Thorarinson is President, invited Bjarni �enediktsso�1
Prime :\Iinister of Iceland and l\Irs. Benediktsson to grace the occasion by their
presence. They kindly accepted.

The Lieutenant-Governor of l\fanitoba, Hon. Errick F. \\'illis and :\Irs.
\\'ilfo oraciouslv invited The Prime Minister and Mrs. Benediktsson to be 

b ; 

their
guests at Government House during their stay in Manitoba.

Both The Icelandic Canadian Club and The Icelandic Canadian have
been im·ited bv the Icelandic Celebration Committee, with other Icelandic
organi1.ations, t� participate in the celebration. The nature of their participation 

and other particulars in connection ,rith the visit of the Prime l\Iiniswr and
the 75th anniversary celebration 1\·ill be made kno,\·n at a later date.

On behalf of the readers of the magazine and on behalf of The Icelandic
Canadian Club the l\Iagazine Board takes advantage of this opportunity of
extending a pre-welcome to Bjarni Benedikt;,son and his 11·ife Sigriour Biiirns
dbttir. 

Magazine Board 

The Icelandic Canadian 
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Life and Death of the Greenland Settlements 

by PROFESSOR GWYN JONES 

The �tory of the Norse settlements
in Greenland is so boundaried by time
and space, so bright with hope then
gloomed ,vith final tragedy, that it is
tempting to think of it in terms of a
historical drama, played out in con­
formity ·with the unities of time, place
and action, to its predestined end, for
the wonder and pity of posterity. For
whatever our interpretation of the
even ts that preceded the fall of the
curtain in c. 1500, and whether we
read into them racial disappearance,
migration, or death, we must be moved
and deeply so, by the harsh fate of
these men and women of European
stock in their remote, neglected, and
ice-girt northern home. 

The story began bravely enough in
the year 982, when a man named Eirik
the Red (who had already been out­
lawed from Norway and driven from
Haukadal in Iceland) received a three­
year sentence of banishment at the
Thonnes Thing in Breidafjord, and
decided to fill in his time by finding,
and exploring, a new land sighted some
fifty years earlier by a N01,wegian sail­
or named Gunnbjfan when he had
been storm-driven south then west of
Iceland. In Norway and Iceland Eirik
had prO\·ed himself a trou hlesome and
dissatisfied neighbour; his elbows were
rarelv out of other people's ribs, hut
his strength fell short of his ambition.
Judge then his delight when after sail­
ing on the 65th parallel to the neigh­
bourhood of Angmagssalik, and then
coasting south and so reaching the
western coast of Greenland by way of

Prins Christians Sund or Cape Fare­
well, he found himself in a lancl which
in addition to its other attractiom
(and they were many) was empty of
inhabitants. The rugged islands of the
archipelago, the fjords and headlands,
the hills right back to the Ice Cap, the
rivers and lakes, and best of all the
grassy slopes and scrub-strewn nooks
were his for the taking. 

For three years he explored the
region between Herjolfsnes (Ikigait)
ancl Eiriksfjord (Tunugdliarfik), and
with his crew marked the sites of farms
and homes to-be. ;\larked too that the
land was rich in animals: bears, foxes,
caribou: that the sk�rgaard bred sea 

mammals; ancl that wherever there
was water there were fish. And every­
where birds that had never known the
fowler's snare. So it was with a deter­
mination quickly to return and colon­
ize it with his fellow ,countrymen that
he sailed back to Breidafjorcl when his
period of banishment was over. Not too 

inaccuratelv he called the countrv
Greenland,' believing that no place i·s
the worse for an attractive name. Ten
vears earlier Iceland had suffered one
�>f her cruellest famines, and in any
case her habitable land had long since
been taken up. There were rich and
poor men alike facing a worsening
prospect there, so when Eirik sailed
again for Greenland in 986 he was ac­
companied by no fewer than 25 ships.
1'1 of which arrived safely in the first
settlement area. This was the region
north and south of the modern Julian­
ehaab, the so called Eastern Settle-
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ment, which would eventually number
190 farms, 12 parish •Churches, a ca­
thedral at Gardar (Igaliko), a mona­
stery and a nunnery. A decade or so
later men had pushed on north as far
as the modern Godthaab, and there by
the 14th century the "\Vestern Settle­
ment would come to number 90 farms 
and 4 churches. Just north of the Eas­
tern Settlement was a cluster of a fur­
ther 20 farms round the modern I vig­
tu t. The colonization of Greenland be­
gan ,\·ith perhaps 450 souls, almost all 
of them Icelandic, and eventually the 
population would number 3000. 

But the year 1000 was not a year in 
which Norsemen stood still, content 
with fixed horizons. Soon they were 
pres,ing north for thcv needed more 
land, 1�ore gr�zing, rn�re natural re­
sources. ':'.\len', says the well-informed 
author of the mid-13th century King's 
Mirror, in his description of Green­
land, 'have often tried to go up into 
the country and climb the highest 
mountains in various places to look 
about and learn whether any land

could be found that was free from ice 
and habitable. But nowhere have they 
found such a place, except what is now 
occupied, which is a little strip along 
the water's edge. So they looked nor.th, 
and away beyond the "\Vestern Settle­
ment found better hunting grounds, 
with good fishing and driftwood, from 
Holsteinshorg •to the Nugsuaq Penin­
sula. Herc lay the Nororsetr, -seta, the 
Northern Encampment (s) or Hunting 
Ground(s), where men took narwhal 
and walrus, ptarmigan, reindeer, and 
the prized ,vhite bear of Greenland, a 
royal gift more precious alive than 
deall. Still further north, on the island 
of Kingigtorssuaq, near l'pernavik, 
just short of latitude 73°N, the Eskimo 
Pelinrnt discovered in 1824 a stone in­
scribed with runes which tell that in 
J ,1,l:{ three Norse Grecnlanders had 

camped and wintered •there; and in 
I 267 an expedition from the Eastern 
Settlement reached \felville Bay in 
latitude c. 76°N, saw traces of Skr.el­
ings in Kroksfjardarheidi (Disco Bay), 
then got safely hack home. 

These uninhabited areas of the north, 
the 6byggoir, were then the haunt ?f 
hunters and fishermen. But to the solid 
settlement-men ,d10 were the back­
bone of the colony they offered little 
attraction. These were men who need­
ed grassland on which to raise their 
animals, and this was to be found 
above all well up the fjords of the two 
major settlements. The most import­
ant area of Norse Greenland was that 
stretching from the head of Eiriks­
fjord by way of the head of Einars­
fjord to Vatnahverfi. Here were the 
best farms, and here the best grazing, 
'good and fragrant grass', as the King's 
Mirror describes it. Here lived Eirik 
the Reel, his son Leif, and in time Leif's 
son Thorkel; and here a hundred years 
later lived Sokki Thorisson and his 
son Einar. According to Ivar Bardar­
son, Greenland's chief officer always 
lived at Brattahlid in Eiriksfjord. In 
this area too Thjodhild built the first 
Christian church in Greenland. and 
here are still to be seen the ruins of 
Greenland's one cathedral at Gardar. 
From Eiriksfjonl, finally, would be 
mounted all the known voyages of dis­
coverv and settlement to Baffin Island, 
Labr�clor and "'.'Jorthern N ewfouncl­
land, on the eastern shores of what is 
now Canada. 

Ouicklv the Greenlanders had a con­
stit�1 tion 'on the Icelandic model, a na­
tional assembly, and a coclc of law. 
They explored, hunted, traded and 
prosj)ered. For export they had furs 
and hides, ropes and cables. oil. ,rnol­
Jens and sea-ivorv, and not lea,t white 
bears and falcon;. In return they need­
eel corn, iron (including wrought 
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weapons), timber, garments of Euro­
pean style, and assorted luxuries. Prim­
arily these must come from Norway, 
ancl it 1\·as Norway who inherited when 
in 1261, )ust a year before the Iceland­
ers. they surrendered their indepen­
dence and became the farthest-fihmg 
and most perilously situated outpost 
of a fast-,reakening, troublebound em­
pire. 

"\\Tise after the event we can nmr sec 
that everything about the Greenland 
settlements was temporary and margin­
al. Sailing the fjords or walking the 
pastures in summertime today two 
things are powerfully borne in on the 
mind: how certain it was that men 
from Iceland would be attracted bv 
the green and grassy oases of the south­
west: make their homes and lodge their
destmy there - and how certain it was 
that when events turned against them 
they could not possibly survive. There 
was, first, their geographical situation 
'at the world's encl', as Pope Alexander 
VI would later describe it; their de­pendence upon communications with Europe: the threat to existence from the constnctmg ice, the sunderingocean, and the worsening cold after1200. Second, the Eskimo had beenthere before, and might they not re­turn, far better equipped in thestruggle for existence than the con­serva ti,·e Scandinavian? A.nd, third,there were not enough of them. Be­tween l l 00 and 1800 the Icelanders suffered a continuous ancl dreadfu 1 mortality from fire, ice, pestilence andneglect. A population of 80,000 de­clined to D,000, but survived. InGreen land there was no such reser­,oir of human sacrifice. The settle­me:tt, grew u:1111anned, unyiable, and 

died out. 
It is often said that the surrender of 

independence in 1261 had deplorable 
( onscqucncc, for the settlernen t \ 

future. As a maritime power, it is true, 
Norway was entering into a period 
of decline and would eventually be 
unable to maintain the long and 
dangerous sea-route to Greenland, 
whrle power politics in all three 
Scandinavian countries would operate 
to Greenland's disadvantage. On the 
other hand, where else could Green­
land turn for succour when times gre,\· 
hard and everything went wrong? What 
other course could save the Europeans 
there? The causes of the colony's de­
struction were so many, so inter­
dependent, and so compulsive, that 
our impression of the last phase is not 
so much of accident or misdirection or 
mismanagement of the colony's affairs 
as of sheer historical necessity. 

As the stars in their courses fought 
against Sisera, so the revolving centur­
ies fought against the Norsemen in 
Greenland. The great voyages of Eirik 
d1e Reel, Leif and Karlsefni, all took 
plat ✓-.� at a time when the northen1 
lands and seas i\'ere enjovin�· a com­
paratively favourable climate. But 
a£ter 1200 it began to grow colder, and 
by the middle of the 15th century it 
was very cold indeed. Over much of 
Europe the glaciers were advancing, 
the tree-line fell lower, vegetation and 
harvests were diminished hv the cold, 
and the alpine passes were' sealed for 
longer periods. The northern coast of 
Iceland grew increasingly beleaguered 
by drift ice; and off Greenland as the 
sea temperatures sank there was a dis­
abling increase in the ice which comes 
out with the East Greenland Current 
to Cape Farewell, and then swings 
north to enclose first the Eastern and 
then the "\Vestern Settlement. Bv 1250 
we have the testimony of the 'King's 
Mirror to the forbidding nature of the 
East Greenland Ice; a hundred years 
later frar Bardarson in his celebrated 
De ·cription of Greenland tells how 
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the old sailing route west has been 
abandoned as too dangerous because 
of the dm\·n-swinging polar ice, and 
men must now follow new sailing di­
rections or 'never be heard of again.' 
For confirmatory evidence of the state 
of Icelandic ,rnters we have Bishop 
Arngrim Brandsson's chilling ac­
count ,nitten some time before 1350. 
The vovage made in l 26i as far north 
as :\fe h·ille Bay now sounds even more 
remarkable than at a first bare men­
tion. For the growing cold was mak­
ing sea-passages more hazardous -
and had led to the reappearance on the 
11·e,t mast of the Eskimo or Skr.:eling. 

'i\'hen Eirik the Reel and his com­
racles entered Greenland towards the 
encl of the 10th century they found 
there traces of an earlier, and as thev 
judged, non-European occupation. 
;Both east and west in the country (i.e .. 
at both the Eastern and 'iVestern Settle­
ments\ thev found the habitations of 
men, frag1{1ents of boats (keiplabrot), 
and stone artefacts, [rom il"hich it rn:n 
be seen that the ,ame kind of peopL'. 

had passed that ,vav a;; thme that in­
habited Vinland, ,1·horn the Green­
lanclns called Skra:lings· (1slenclinga­
bbk, c. 1125) The particular Skr.:elings 
\\·e a,surne to have been Eskimo people 
of the Dorset Culture, who had van­
ished from south-\\·e,, Greenland may­
be a, long as 800 years before. But the 
Skrcelings who now began to make 
their presence felt in Greenland were 
people of the Thule Culture, '"ld10 had 
made their way across northern Can­
ada from .\la,ka, and Irom Ellesmere 
Island entered the Thule area of 
Greenland shortly before 1200. As the 
lnug,uk. folk they proceeded to re­
ocrnpv the habitable strip of the wes­
tern coast, and also went round the top 
of C:reenlancl and spread far clown the 
ea,t coast too. 

Their progress dml"n the 1xe&t coast 
was to have a considerable bearing 
upon the fate of the t1l"O Norse settle­
men ts there. Soon after the middle o;­
the I'.� th century they had penetrated 
the Nordseta as far as Disco, and seem 
increasingly to have hampered their 
use by the Norse Greenlanders. By

c. 1340 they had reached the 'iVestern
Settlement, and a little later Ivar
Banlarson, ·who had been sent out from
Norway to investigate the situation
generally, could report that 'the
Skrxlings hold the entire ·western
Settlement.' Even before the Eskimo
arrived the Settlement was in trouble.
It was more severely affected by a
deterioration of climate than the Set­
tlement further south, and it had
grown harder to maintain constant
touch with it. There is evidence that
the pastures there hacl suffered from
pest, while developments far a,vav in
Europe ,vere helping destroy its econ­
omic viahilitv. The increased trade in
fur-; and hi,des out of Russia, the
grcmth of the English and Dutch doth
trade as against Greenland woollem,
ancl the preference of French work­
,hops for elephant ivory over the in­
ferior walrus tusk, helped price Green­
land. and especially the remoter settle­
ment. out of the market. But the Skrxl­
ing would prove the la,t. unbearable
burden. lJnlike the white man he had
time and the climate on his side.

'i\'hat happened to the Norsemen of 
the \\'estern Settlement? lJnder the 
vear 13·12 the Annals of Bishop Gisli 
Oclclsson state that, 'The inhabitant, 
of Green land of their O\\"fl will aband­
oned the true faith and the Christian 
religion, having already forsaken all

good ways and true virtues, and 11·ent 
over to the people of America (ad Am­

eric.:e populos se converterunt)'. How­
ever. in the first part of his statement 
(written in Latin c. 1G3i. though pre-
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sumably based on earlier documents) 
the Bishop is demonstrab-ly wrong -
the Greenlanders had not abandoned 
the true faith - and it is not easv to 
decide 11·hat he meant bv 'went �Yer 
to the people of America.' 'it is as likelv 
that by the people of America h� 
meant the Skr.:elings of Greenland 
(who also liYecl in parts of l\farkland

and ':7inlancl) as the people living in

Amenca. That the Norse Greenlander 
had abandoned the Christian faith wa, 
to remain the most persistent and base­
less piece of European information 
about them till the verv end of the 
15th century. Some me�bers of the 
,reakened colony may indeed have 
thro1\·n in their lot with the advanc­
ing Eskimo, or migrated to the in­
hospitable shores of Baffin Island and 
quickly ceased to be European: hut it 
i, altogether more reasonable to as­
,ume that as manv as could withclre11· 
to their kimrnen �nd co-religionists in 
the Eastern Settlement. with grim 
ne,\·s of the remorselesslv ach-ancino 

• 

✓ M 

little men ,d10 ,rere makin<r life in'-
,., 

' 

possible for them up north. From the 
Ea,tern Settlement rumour and dis­
pcmes,ecl men filtered hack to Iceland 
and Nonl"ay to convince their hearers 
that something queer and unpleasant 
was taking- place out in Greenland: 
but nothing ,rnuld be done, in part 
because it wa, too troublesome to keep 
in touch with Greenland, in part b�­
cause there was no profit in it. Green­
land was falling· out of sight ,roino 

,, , ' M M 

over to the Skr,elings. After c. 1350 the 
Norsemen sun·ived 111 the Eastern 
Settlement alone.t 

� 1:he late Professor Tryggvi Oleson 
m his Early Voyages and Northern Ap­
proaches, �000-1632, Toronto, 1963, pre-­
sents a different view of the Norse­
'.11en's relationship with the Skrael­
mgs. He identifies the Skraelings with 
the people of the Dorset Culture; the 

They survived till c. 1500, and re­
rnai?e�l white, Norse, European and 
Christian to the end. This is not 
to say that Norsemen never hutched 
up wi,th Skr.:eling women (that Norse 
women hutched up with Skr.:elin" men 

h 

evokes a less cordial response from the 
disciples of miscegenation), or that no 
Norsemen evier 'went 0V1er' to the 
Skr.:elings, literally as well a5 meta­
phorically. But we cannot believe thM 
this happened in significant number, 
or set an alien starn p on the Norse 
character of the Eastern Settlement. 
The evidence, documentarv and arch­
aeological, is emphatic and, clear. 

All the while the Eskimo were mov­
ing south. The so-called ":\Iicldle Set­
tlement" around Ivigtut appears to be 
at an end by c. l )l80: and the Icelandic 
Annals for the year J 3i9 record that 
'The Skrcelings attacked the (;recn­
landers, killed eighteen of the1:1, and

carried off t11"0 boYs, \\'hom thcv made 
, . 

mysterious Tunit <Tunnit, TornitJ with 
the Norse Greenlanders (whom he 
calls Icel�nders); and considers the 
Thule Eskimo to be a hybrid race pro­
duced by the inter-breeding of the 
Xorse Greenlanders with the Dorset 
pe_ople. But skraeling is the term ap· 
plied by the Norsemen to everyone of 
non-European descent encountered 
west of Iceland, whether of the Indian 
Dorset or Thule people; the Tunit 
Y:7ould �ppear to be more safely identi­
�1eq with the Dorset Culture Eskimo; 
it 1s wrong to call t-he Norse Green­
lander� 'Icelanders'; and the Thule hy­
po�hes1s rests on hiP-hly contentious 
ev1d_ei;ice. Professor Oleson's 'central 
thesis would provide an entirely satis· 
fectory explanation of the disannear­
ance of the Norsemen from Greenland 
and the collapse of the Western East­
ern Settlements; but in all its essen· 
tials it stands unproven. But I should 
be sorry to give even the appearance 
of undervaluing Professor Oleson's 
v.:ell marshalled and ardently pleaded 
ar�ument. His untimely death has de· 
prived Norse-Canadian studies of the 
se!vices . of an entirely devoted and 
st1mulatmg scholar. -G. J. 
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slaves.' Soon the Skrxlings would by­
pass the Eastern Settlement altogether 
and continue their odyssey south to 
Cape Farewell and from there up the 
eastern coast. All the ·while too com­
munications grew more tenuous as 
trade gre\\· less rewarding. Trade with 
Greenland ,rns a royal monopoly, soon 
vested in the town of Bergen. But even 
in the I ,hh century Bergen had all the 
furs and hides it needed without hav­
ing to lctch them from Greenland 
And the town, like Norway itself, was 
headed for troubles enough of its own. 
.Non\·cgian maritime supremacy was in 
rapid decline before the encl of the 
century, and the clay of the viking ship 
would soo:1 be over. In 1319 the Black 
Death killed one in three of Norway's 
population. Bergen suffered worse 
than most. .\� though plague was not 
enough, the town wa� til·icc burned to­
wards �he end of the l:lth century by 
the \.il tual Brethren, and twice sacked 
bv Banholomem Voet in 1'128-29. The 
n'rvoocn 11·cre three times almost total-

, on 

ly destroyed by fire in 1322, 1413 and 
H7G. Finally, during the Hth century 
the !Lnht merchants got a strangle­
hold on the town's trade, and by 1400 
on that of all Norway. In all this, who­
ever stood to gain Greenland stood to 
!me .. \ncl lose she did.

Intermittently we have sight of the
doomed colony. It ,ras king �Iagnll',
Smek's intention to send a ship to its
succour in 1355-but nothing seems
to have come of it. The Greenland car­
rier or Grxnlands knorr made the
Greenland run at intcnals till 1369,
when .�he sank and was apparently not
replaced. In 1385 Bjorn Einarsson
J erusalcm-farer was storm-driven to the
Eastern Settlement, where he spent two
years. In HOG a party of Icelanders ar­
rived against their will ancl did not get
away for four years. They found the
Settlement entirely Norse and resolute-

Iv Christian. In 1948 we light on a 
papal letter of doubtful authenticity 
and muddled content relating to 
Greenland; and in l ·19'.2 a letter of 
Pope Alexander VI speaks of the 
church (cathedral) at Gardar ancl the 
grim condition of the Greenlanders. 
short of food, beleaguered bv ice, ancl 
as ahrays in the unknowing European 
mind guilty of apostasy. Certainly the 
last time a bishop set foot in Green­
land ,1·as in 1:177, but the flock proved 
tougher than its shepherds, and Chris­
tianity persisted. Among other visitors 
,,-ere a remarkable pair of mariners, 
Pining and Pothorst, c:. 1476, and an

assortment of English skippers, mos•t of 
them out of Bristol. Somehow even in 
the second half of the 15th century 
European garments arnl a few other 
goods found their way to Herjolfsnes, 
but the circumstances in which they 
clid so arc unclear. 

Soon thereafter the Settlemcn t was 
at an end, ancl here likc11·ise much is 
ob,cure. \Vhat happened to the Norse 
(�reenlanders, so that they vanished 
from history? Some have thought they 
dice\ of physical degeneration and the 
mental debility that would accompany 
it. But the evidence used to �upport 
this theory (more particularly the 
Herjolfsncs skeltons) can be largely 
discounted. Others speculate that they 
,rcre destroyed by plague, the Black 
Dea th, but the evidence for this is too 
slight to be forced to so deadly a con­
clw,inn. Diel they then migTatc to the 
adjacent parts of Canada, the people 
of the \Vestern Settlement in c. 13-10, 
and those of the Eastern c 1500? The 
evidence is negligible. \Vere they car­
ried off, willingly or unwillingly to 
England? The evidence is non-existent. 
Diel they so blend with the Eskimo that 
they disappeared as a separate race, 
though their blood and culture surviv­
ed briefly and uncertainly in this dim-
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inishing form? In a few instances, no 
doubt, individual Norsemen did so 
come to terms with their environment. 
but as an explanation for the disap­
pearance of the settlements this as­
sumes the very thing it sets out to 
prove. \Vere they perhaps exterminat­
ed by the Eskimo? The evidence is 
light and thin. Diel they, a recent 
theory, take to their unseaworthy boats 
ancl set off for asylum in Iceland? And 
did go dmrn, man, woman and 
child. nn the ·way? This would be a 
theory to end all theories - but a 
theory is all it is. 

ln the present state of knowledge­
and it may not prow susceptible of 

much improvement-it seems safest to 
conclude that the Greenland colony 
died out for no one reason but through 
a complex of deadly pressures. Of 
these its isolation from Europe, the 
cruel neglect it suffered, t:he lack of 
trade and new blood, the worsening 
conditions of cold, and the encroach­
ing Eskimo were the most important. 
Even in theory they sound more than 
enough to bring do,vn the curtain on 
this farthest medieval outpost of the 
European world, and extinguish i, 
with all the trappings of an inexorable 
and heart-chilling doom. 

-----------'t,.,�--------

A UENTENNIAL PROJEUT IN THE GUILi AREA 

. \ meeting of the Gimli Area Cen­
tennial Committee ·was held a,t Gimli, 
June '..:8 under the chairmanship of 
�Ir. ;\. Hawkes with Her \\'orship the 
Mayor of Gimli, Violet Einarson, as 
Honorary chairman. 

The chairman opened by stating that 
he had �een Hon. l\I. Steinkopf, who 
head, :he -:\Ianitoba Centennial Cor­
pomtinn. The �Jinister emphasizc<l 
the brgcr type of project and gave 
,ome illustrations to Mr. Hawkes. 

. \ t the meeting, callecl to enable 
people to submit projects, at least four 
were suhmitted in considerable detail. 

The first one, in writing, centred 
upon a regional library. To that was 
verba!h added that a museum could 
he induded and other activities and 
that the central building should be 
erected to the memory of the world 
famous Arctic explorer, Vilhjalmur 
Stefansson, who ·was born near Arnes. 

.\nothcr project, also in writing, was 

a Gimli �Iemorial Recreational Centre 
associated with the present rink. 

.\ third project was submitted bv 
one citizen of Gimli, which he rca�l 
to the meeting. It centred upon a cul­
tural building not far from Betel, 
,1·hich could include a library and 
museum. 

Representatives from Arnes were in 
favor of the first suggestion provided 
it include a marker placed in a select­
eel site in Ames, bordering the high­
way and something at the place where 
Vilhjalmur was born, with direction 
to same on the marker. 

Pastor Sander, in view of the favor­
able reaction to a large project, sug­
gested that possibly something em­
bracing them all could be worked out. 

The meeting was adjourned, prob­
ably to the fall, in order to give the 
chairmen and the organizations more 
time to explore the situation, the next 
meeting to be at the call of the chair­
man and Hon. chairman. 
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Gudmundur Gudmundsson 

One of the Pioneer Icelandic Settlers in Utah 

Gudmumlur Gudmundsson, w h o 
was born �larch 23, 1825, in Iceland, 
came to the United States in the year 
1857, then lived and died in the State 
of Ctah, U.S.A. He was six-teen years 
of aae ·when he ,vent from Iceland to

h 

Copenhagen, Denmark, where he serv-
ed an apprenticeship to learn the trade 
of goldsmith and watchmaking. Dur­
ing' the three or four years of his _tr_ain­
ing nothing is known of his rchg10us 
activities. He remained ,there for seven 
vears and it was during this time that 
J1c heard of �Iormonism, which had 
rccentlv been introduced into Den­
mark. 'Being of a religious turn of 
mind he went to their meeting hall to 
hear the elders. He wrote: "It ·was then 
that 1, for the first time, saw our bc­
lowd .\postle Erastus SnO"w. I under­
stood and believed the doctrine taught 
bv him and his companions, and I il·a, 
b;tptizcd in the most devoted sincerity 
and repentance February l 5, 1851. I 
testih' before Goel and man that nw 
heart, was renewed, and I realized that 
the gospel was ,the power of God unto 
�al va tion." 

At a fast meeting held three months 
later he was ordained a teacher b:' 
.\postle Snmr, and called to preach 
the gospel in his homeland, Iceland. 
Ouotino- him reltardine: this call: "Hav-

......, /:") �J �_) 

ing found the fruits of the gospel more 
�,reet and desirable than any other 
fruit, I expected that cwry person 
,Hrnld believe my testimony, especially 
nn m1·n relatives. But alas, when I ar­
ri�-ed in lcclaml I preached to my 
brothers and sisters in yain. They 
,rnuld not believe me and, as my pious 
parents had died, I felt myself left 

alone, like Elijah of old, in the cave. 
Hmvever, I soon found a few believing 
friends who, notwithstanding strong 
opposition on the part of the priests. 
il·ere ready to embrace the gmpel. I 
,1·as often rebuked, spit upon, and 
mocked by my enemies, but being full 
of the love of God, I felt no anger or 
indignation against those who perse­
cuted me." 

Gudmundur remained in Iceland 
about three years and after baptizing 
nine persons, he returned to Denmark 
and spent about eighteen months as a 
missionary on Sjaelland. ,,vhile preach­
ing in the city of Kalundborg he was 
arrested and imprisoned for seven 
11·eeks. "Then his persecutors ·were un­
able to prove anythin1; against him 
except that he had baptized some per­
sons and preached the gospel, he was 
liberated. But he was immediatejlv 
drafted into senice as a soldier, much 
ag-ainst his will. He was conducted bv 
the police to Copenhagen, forced to 
put on military attire, and giYen a 
gun and sabre. 

Being ,weakened from prison con­
finement he found military training 
excccdinglv hard. He was constantlv 
exposed to the ridicule and sneers of 
his fellow soldiers because of his 
religious faith. These were trving ex­
periences for Gndmundur and at times 
he felt that God had forsaken him, 
vet he continued to pray for deliver­
;rnce. After he had been in the service 
for over a vear his friends contributed 
three hunci'red "rigsdaler" to buv him 
free, but their efforts proYed futile, 
so he gave the money to the poor. 
Finallv he became wry ill and was 
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placed in a hospital. He made good 
use nf his ,time there, preaching his 
religion to his roommates. Among his 
converts was a corporal who was 
bapti1ed before he left the hospital. 
Gudnm:1dur says: "After I had been in 
the ho.pita} for a long time I was pre­
sented t0 the doctors, and the general 
of the battalion pronounced me unfit 
for military service on account of weak­
ness of the lungs. They then gave me 
a passport and I went back to my 
friend, in Copenhagen. I was certain 
that my lungs were as healthy as they 
could be. I realized it was the work 
of the Lord in fulfiIIment of a promise 
that had been made to me by one of 
His servants, that if I kept the com­
mandments of God I would be liberat­
ed. AIJ of my friends in the Church re­
joiced at my release and I was urged 
bv them to emigrate to Utah with a 
large number of Church members. ,ve

left Copenhagen April 18, 1857, crossed 
the Atlantic on the ship ,vestmore­
land and arrived in Salt Lake Vallev 
September 15, 1857." 

Among the emigrants who sailed on 
the ·westmoreland was the family of 
Nels Garff, consisting of himself, his 
,dfe, �farie, and four children, three 
boys. Peter, Christian and Louis, a 
little �cirl named Trena, a maid and a 
michrife. The Garffs were in good 
financial circumstances, and as �Iarie 
,ras about to give birth to another 
child. they came prepared. They were 
among the few aristocrats who had 
joined the Church. It was young Gud­
mundur Gudmundsson ,1·ho had con­
,ertccl them in Denmark. Thev had 
paid a great price for their de�ision. 
All of their friends and kin had turn-
ed against them. Marie's mother was 
the only one who came to the wharf 
to sec them off, but she, too, thought 
they had made a great mistake. 

Out in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean, �Iarie gave birth to another 
s011. At the request of the captain of 
the ship they named the baby after 
him, and added the name of the ship 
.to it, so the baby was named Dicon 
·westmorelancl Garff. Upon reaching
the Cnitecl States thev soon discovered
that �Iormons were �ot welcome.

The Garffs usecl their means to help 
many who wished to leaye but lacked 
the equipment-wagons, teams, etc. At 
last, when they were ready to start 
and had even gone a few miles on their 
journey, the man they had engaged 
to drive and take care of the team 
decided to call it off. He stole the team 
and wagon in the night, leaving the 
Garffs with no alternative but to 
.10111 one of the handcart companies 
that was preparing to make ,the jour­
ney. They were true converts, not eas­
ily defeated so they loaded the most 
necessary part of their heavy posses­
sions on a handcart and star.red mov­
ing west. Some of the boys were big 
enough to help with the cart, and the 
first few days of the journey seemed 
not so bad. There ,were some wagons 
to haul the sick and soon .rhey were 
put into service. Garff was never a 
strong man, and after a .few hundred 
miles his strength gave out and he was 
compelled to ride in the wagon. Marie, 
who had never known had work in her 
life, came down with a fever and, with 
her baby, was put in ,the wagon, the 
boys pushing on with the handcart. 
After several days Garff, realizing he 
could not make it to the journey's end, 
called his friend to the wagon-he 
wished to talk with him. \Vi,th his dv­
ing breath he told Gudmundur he 
would never reach the mountains, and 
desired him to take full charge of his 
wife and family, seeing to it that they 
never turned back for he wanted them 
to be numbered with the Saints in 



22 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Summer 1964 

Zion. Gudmundur made a solemn 
promise, and Garff went to sleep .. 

Marie later said she knew there was 
a death in the camp, that they raised 
her up to see the burial, but she was 
too sick to know who it was. It was 
many hours before she realized her 
husband had been taken from the 
wagon, leaving her and their children 
to make the long trek alone. In spite 
of a broken heaN, she began to re­
cover. Knowing there were many who 
were ill, and ithat the wagons would be 
needed for those who could not walk, 
she gave up her place and started on 
with the help of her trusted friend 
Gudmundur. They had traveled only 
a few days when little Trena became 
hopelessly ill. Soon a prairie g-rave was 
dug for her beside the trail. After the 
spot was obliterated, the homeless ones 
moved on. 

It was another thousand miles to the 
Sak Lake Valley, where Brigham 
Young had said, "This is the place." 
There they were greeted by several 
hundreds who had preceded them and 
who were busily engaged in grubbing, 
building and planning in a land where 
they could worship God, each accord­
ing to the dictates of his own con­
science. Gudmundur Gudmundsson, 
after the company's arrival, was mar­
ried to ;\1arie Garff, in fulfillment of 
his promise to her husband and his 
dear friend, Nels Garff. 

Gudmundur recorded some of 1the 
important events of those early years 
in Salt Lake Valley in a small notebook 
that one of his sons kept and coveted, 
although several of the pages had been 
carefully cut out with a pen knife in 
the hands of l\farie, who ,felt that some 
of the events, disappointments and 
heartaches of those early years would 
be best cut from the record. Especiallv 
did she feel this about the fact that 
after all they had giYen up to come 

to Zion, as it was called, and after the 
strong testimony Gudmundur had 
borne, he had had his feelings wound­
ed and apostatized from the Church 
for a short time, joining one of the 
factions which had broken away. Thi� 
had caused much unhappiness for 
Marie. She refused to join him in his 
rebellion, and when he began to realize 
his mistake, he became very ill. He 
was unable to provide sufficient means 
for the family and they were in a sorrv 
plight. 

The family, by this time, had in­
creased. Gudmundur's ,wish to have 
three sons and name them Abraham, 
Isaac and Jakob had been realized, so 
now there were seven boys. Peter, the 
oldest, was able to care for himself. 
Chris and Louis were able to bring in 
a little money to help the family 
budget. But the little boy, Dick, who 
had been born on 1the ocean, was a 
frail little fellow suffering from what 
they called "gravel", and there was no 
doctor in Utah who could do anything 
for him. 

Gudmundur decided to borrow a 
little money and take the sick child to 
Sacramento, where he hoped to find 
help for the little boy who was in pain 
much of the time. They spent some 
time at Camp Floyd, where Johnston's 
Army was stationed. The little boys 
would gather 1tin cans and Gudmundur 
would clean and polish them and shape 
them into tin cups. These they sold 
to the soldiers, and others en route to 
California, thus making a little money 
,to help them on their way. But Gud­
mundur's health failed fast and the 
trip was a most unhappy one, wi:th the 
sick boy and three others-Abraham 
six, Isaac five and Jacob three years 
old. Of their means of travel and the 
length of ,time it took to reach Sacra­
mento, there is no record. It is known 
only that they made the trip and set-
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tied in a small house on the outskirts 
of the city. But with Gudmundur un­
able to work they were very poor. He 
had cherished dreams of getting into 
his trade in California, after hearing 
stories of the gold found there and the 
fortunes being made. He had assured 
himself that Marie would ,then be 
happy and the boys would have a bet­
ter opportunity to make something of 
themselves. But things looked bad. 
and he became melancholy. He would 
go for days without speaking 1to any­
one as he watched the borrowed money 
dwindle. 

But instead of pining to go back 
to her homeland, her beloved Den­
mark, l\farie's one great wish and pray­
er was that a way would open so thev
could return to Utah-her "Zion". Shefelt that even little Dick would bewell if they could get back to the
Church, where the sick had so often 
been made well. She pled wiuh God 
day and night, with faith that He was 
listening to her prayers. But the days 
and weeks passed and conditions re­
mained the same, though they had 
found a doctor who was relieving 
Dickie's pain, with no promise of a 
cure. 

''Truth," they say, "is stranger than 
fiction," ancl that is true of this storv. 
No written record was ever made �fthe mirarnlous event which follo-w,.hut it has been retold so many times
by those who were present ,that there never has been any doubt in the mind, 
of Gudmunclur's descendants as to its 
truth. 

One day little Abe came running 
into the house with monev lots of mo­
ney, a hat full, pockets ft;!], and pack­
age, of bills! l\f arie's prayers had been 
answered. Now they could return to 
Zion! These were her first thoughts. 
But where did the money come from?
\\'hctt should chey do? Should they pack

up quickly and go before the news got 
around and someone came to claim the 
money that God had provided? They 
settled down and listened to the child's 
,tory: 

"l\f e and Dickie Sorensen was plav­
in' in tha,t old cabin where we alwar 
play," he said, "and one of Dick's mar 
bles went down a crack in the floor. 
\Ve raised up a loose board to get it, 
and there was an old dirtv sack with 
all this money in it, and w� divided it 
between us." 

By this ,time Gudmundur was out 
of bed and staring in wonder at what 
he saw. He took hold of the boy's arm, 
looked deep into his eyes and said, 
tremblingly, "Abe, are you sure you are 
telling the truth about this?" 

"Yes, Father, I am telling you the 
truth", answered the boy. 

"Well, how much did Dickie get?" 
the father asked. 

"He got all he wanted," said Abe. 
"There was lots of big gold dollars, 
and gold nickles and dimes, and a lot 
of silver money, awfu,l heavv, and 
Dickie said he wanted all of that, and 
I knew this paper money was good, 
so I ,took it. \Ve put his in the sack and 
drag-g-ed it down to his place, and I 
carried this home myself. That is how 
we done it, and it's all right.'' 

Marie and Gudmundur decided it 
would be unwise to take it without 
reporting it to someone, so it was 
decided that l\farie should go and tell 
the story to the rnavor of the citv. She 
put some of the bills in her pocket 
and prayerfully made her wav to the 
mayor's office. He listened to her ,torv 
-of the bad luck the had had, and of
their desire to get back to their Ohurch
and the friends they had left in Salt
Lake City. Then she told him about
the severe illness of her husband who,
she "·as sure, would be better if thev
could only get back to their friend�.
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The m:m examined the hills and, after 
some meditation. handed them to her 
and told her to go her way, using the 
mone,· as she wished. He said they were 
olcl hills. hidden from a stagecoach rob­
bery. :ind there would he no way of 
finding to whom they belonged. 

Their (cw belongings ,\·ere quick­
Iv packed and the family was on its 
11·av back to Zion. How much Dickie 
So1'.ensen found, or what thev did with 
it ,\·as never known. In answer to the 
q1,estion put to Abe the year before he 
died regarding the amount, he said he 
hacl tried to figure it out many times, 
and the least it could have been was 
se,·cn thousand dollars. It had brought 
them back to Ftah, hought them a 
nice little house. and set his father up 
in the goldsmith and watchmaking 
husine-s which sustained them well. 
It helped them to get good medical and 
surgical help for Dickie. 

Gudnmndur ,\·as reinstated in the 
Church. He recovered his health and 
lived to see five of the boys grow t<' 
manhood. staunch members of the 

The above article is from a serie, 
published by The National Society of 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, of which 
l\frs. Kate B. Carter is Pre:.ident. The 
series is under the title "Our Pioneer 

Church. Dickie died in his twenties. 
ancl little Jacob died at the age of 
three. Gudmundur plied his trade in 
various places in Utah, calling Lehi 
his home, ·where :\Iarie lived and rear­
ed a grandson left motherless as a 
baby .. \t the time of his death, Septem­
ber '.20, 1883, Gudmundur was in Lo­
gan, l.' tah, living with Chris Garff and 
family. From an old letter Chris wrote 
to his mother after the burial: 

Dear :\Lother: lt is with peculiar 
feelings I packed Father's tools for the 
last time, as I have helped to do so 
many times in his moving around from 
place to place the last twenty-five 
years, but I suppose all is as it shouhl 
be, and I am sure he is happy, then 
why should we not be. I think we are, 
inasmuch as ,ve do our duty from day 
to clay, as we live, that when our day 
comes for departure we shall feel cont­
ent and satisfied to go, even as he was. 

:\farie li\'ed until February, 1907, al­
though she was older than Gudmund­
ur by fifteen year, or more. 

-Fanny G. Brunt

Heri:age", and one in the series is "The 
I· ibt Icelandic Settlement in America", 
rn which appears that striking article 
on Gudmundur Gudmundson. -Ed. 
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Icelandic Receives The Same Recognition 

as other languages at University of Manitoba 

\\'hen the Chair of Icelandic ,\-a, 
established at the University of :\Iani­
toba in 1951, the Universitv authorities 
placed a serious obstacle in the path 
of prospective students by stipulating 
that in the first and second year of the 
undergraduate level in Arts Icelandic 
could be accepted only as an addition­
al foreign language (i.e. in order to 
obtain full credit for Icelandic the stu­
dent had to select French or German, 
etc. as well). 

Accorclin,g to new regulations, re­
centlv introduced hv the Universitv 
of :\fanitoha and laid clown in the 
forthcoming Universitv Calendar for 
the academic session 1964-65 these re­
strictions have been altogether re­
moved. so that upon reg-istering- in tht· 
Faculty of Arts the students will nO'w 
have an en ti rely free choice to take 
any language or languages offered by 
the Universitv. Under the new svstem, 
hm\·ever, the, undergraduate pr�gram 
as a ·whole consists of more sequence< 
(i.e. two or more courses in each sub­
ject) than before. 

The sequences will be cliviclecl into 
"1ninors" ancl "majors". A "minor" in 
Icelandic ,\·ill consist of beginners' 
courses, 1\·hereas "majors" will be of­
fered on a more advanced level. 

As in previous years Old Icelandic 
will comtitute a part of a postgraduate 

program in Germanic languages and 
literatures offered conjointly by the 
Department of German and Icelandic. 

In the last fe,y years the enrolment 
in the Department of Icelandic has 
been from 12-17 students a year. It is 
,afe to say that the number would have 
been higher. if stuc1ents in Arts had 
been given a free choice in selecting 
their language options. 

The restrictive measures to which 
the te;iching of Icelandic at the Uni­
versitv of '\fanitoha was originally sub­
jected was the source of constant con­
cern among those who ,vere either di-
1 ectly as.sociated with it or had a vest­
eel interest in it. 

It is a great pleasure, indeed. to he 
;,hle to inform the readers of the Ice­
landic Canaclian that in the Farnltv of 
Arts anv student can now select ·Ice­
landic as his only language option, if 
he so wishes. 

This epoch-making change in the 
entire program of language studies at 
the Fniversitv of :\fanitoba will not 
onlv be welcomed by the supporters 
of the Chair of Icelandic, but it should 
he of particular interest to new stu­
dent, who do not wish to ignore their 
Icelandic heritage. 

-Haraldur Ressason
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Bilingualism and Biculturalism 

hv Fred Thordarson 

\ si<Ynificant remark by a French-
.J. 

• t) 

Canadian, on a recent broadcast, was
wrnething to this effect: "All they want
i, to prove they are as goocl as the rest".
This is the spirit which would reverse 
every preoccupation ,with ol_d ways that 
a h1·ays ten cl toward exclusiveness. 

In our approach to bilingualism and 
biculturalism, the key is understand­
ing, and the objective should be equal­
itv as Canadians, in a country ,rhere 
ar'l people are treated as equals. 

Cnderstanding will take a '1ong time 
ancl a great deal of goodwill on all 
sides. Real equality will not be attain­
ed unless there is patience and toler­
ance. 

Language is of the greatest impor­
tance in the present-day world. \,Vith 
the ,peed of communication and travel 
and the growth of trade, and the 
urgent necessity for more effective ap­
proach in international relations, lan­
guage becomes ever increasingly im­
portant. 

If not only Canadians, but people 
of all 11ations, try to acquire a ,vorking 
knowledge of one or two languages 
other than their mother tongue, many 
doors to better understanding and 
tolerance ,rnuld be opened. In a coun­
try such as Canada, a few words spoken 
in the other person's native tongue 
work magic for good relations. It fol­
loil·s that the study of languages should 
be of paramount importance in cur­
ricula. instead of being inserted as a 

kind of chore, ancl something that will 
never be put to practical use. Con­
versational French would be a definite 
step in the right direction. 

Integration into the Canadian scene 
is probably the greatest problem facing 
all Canadians of ,vhatever ethnic 
origin. ,\ny ethnic group ,rhich tries 
to live apart or separately, is bound 
to !me something, in these clays of 
rapid travel and communication. 

Economic and social progress must 
carry forward the best in every ethnic 
heritage and must not be fettered bv 
the past. 

Religion can be a great barrier to 
understanding through attitudes of 
exclusiveness and animosities between 
(!enominations. 

Taking into consideration the fact 
that practically the whole of the North 
.\merican continent is English speak­
ing, the French-Canadians cannot hope 
to have everything their mrn way. On 
the other hand, the English speaking 
Canadians ( or rather the non-French 
speaking majority) cannot afford to 
perpetuate the irritating and possibly 
clmrngrading aspects of history and 
clashing traditions. Only the best and 
most fruitful of history and tradition 
ancl culture should be brought forward 
for the nation's good. And i[ it is 
something of inherent value, it may be 
of any ethnic origin .. 

Conscious and purposeful efforts at 
ameliorating the obvious diffen.'llCt'S 
have long bec11 delayed, m fact 
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practically neglected. The differences 
have rather been used to swav political 
moves by one party or another. It i, 
;110st important that bott1 the English 
speaking and the French speaking 
Canadians have this vital problem con­
�istently under serious consideration. 

The problem calls for public rela­
tions of the highest order, with the 
widest clist�·ibution and coverage over 
a long period of time. There are Com­
missions and Boards, and Committees 
for this and that, but here is one vital 
question 1rhich needs constant and con­
tinuous attention by every Canadian. 

Surely we could find in every com­
munity people who could perform this 
important task in the interests of their 
country as a whole. 

Canada is just coming into her o-wn 
in recognition as a leader in promot­
ing peaceful and friendly international 
relations. Her influence would be set 
back immeasureably by discord at 
home. ,ve must all work towards a 
unified nation. Only then can ·we hope 
to be able to exert the influence of 
1rhich we are capable; only then would 
we be properly using the human and 
natural resources of Canada. 

Smoked-Meat Imported From Iceland 

"'ith the exception of four countrie, 
Canadian regulations have forbidden 
the importation of meats from foreign 
countries, and in the case of those four 
,trict regulations are imposed. 

Last winter negotiations took place 
bet,1Ten the respective depar.tlnents of 
the government in Ottawa and Reykja­
vik to ease these regulations with the 
result that on March 2, this year a 
,pecial regulation ,ms agreed upon for 
the export of meats from Iceland to 
Canada. Recognition was given to in­
�pections of slaughter-houses ancl 
meats in Iceland but the regulation 
provided that before meats could be 

exported a permit had to be obtained. 
This proved very inconvenient to 
people in Iceland desiring to send 
gift parcels of smoked mutton to 
friends in Canada. 

The Executive of The Icelandic Na­
tional League, which had been in­
structed to take action, turned to Eric 
Stefansson, ::\LP. He succeeded in hav­
ing the regulation changed so that 
parcels of meat up to 20 lbs, may be 
sent ,1·ithout a permit in advance, pro­
vided the donor forwards with the 
gift a certificate from the slaughter­
house inspection authorities that the 
meat has been examined and passed. 
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C. M. GOETHE
The Amazing Viking and Friend of The Icelandic Canadian 

Dr. C. M. Goethe 

On the merits as well as in appreo­
.:tion something should be written 
about the most amazing and at the 
,ame time the mos:t encouraging sup­
porter this magazine has. 

First the record must be revealed in 
order to justify such extravagant lan­
guage. 

This man has paid for subscriptions 

for The Icelandic Canadian until

September 1971 for ten universities in 

North ,\mcrica and nine universities 

in \\rcstern Europe. This man is not 

an Icelander and he doc, not liYc in or 

near \\'innipcg where The Icelandic

Canadian is published. 
The name is C. '.\I. Goethe and he re­

sides at 37:11 Tea Street, Sacramento 
I ti, California. A deep sense of humil­
ity forbids him to give particulars of 
his academic training, nor even of hi, 
full name. He, however, holds a Doctor 
of Philosophv degree. 

Dr. Goethe says that his family has 

three lines, German, French and York­
,hire English. The Goethe line, he in­
forms us, originally was from Goe,hen­
borg, and derives from the Goths. 

'.\Ir. Goethe is fully aware of the 
Norse settlements in Northern Ire­
land ·which extended to Dublin and 
across to northern and middle Eng­
land: and the later settlements of the 
Danes who, under Canute, governed 
most of England for a ·while. He con­
stantlv refers to himself as a Viking 
and has been chided by Americans of 
British descent "·horn he has addre,secl 
as "Fellow Viking". He says: 

".\ll this reminds one that Scandi­
navians, also British, likewise _ \meri­
cam ,dth British names, furthermore 
Hollanders, ::'\orth Germans, -all arc 
N orclic. ,\ll are Viking." 

But 1\·hy such interest in Iceland 
and the Icelandic language, and why, 
cve'1 tu ally, such interest in The Ice­
landic Canadian? l\fr. Goethe tell, the 
,tory, though in some,vhat fragment­
ary form. 

".\ half-century ago, we-2 (\Ir. 

and '.\frs. Goethe) were at our School 
for the Untouchables in Hindustan, 
became impressed with the amazinglv 
high illiteracy rate and parallel stag­
nation of culture. It seemed reducing 
illiteracy might be one method of cor­
recting the tragedy of over one hun­
dred million who nightly go to heel 
hungry. 

"Later came our work in Iceland, 
the only nation to accomplish 100 per 
cent literacy. Thus came a parallel 
awakening as to democratic govern­
ment. "re had the thrill of that trip 
into the hinterland of Iceland, to 
Thingvellir where they celebrated the 
l 000th anniversary of Parliamentarv
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imtitutions, really where men can par­
ley about problems. All this with hot­
house turnips, hothouse grapes, in 
chimnevlcss houses intelligently using 
their hot springs." 

The researches were extended to 
AmericL Goethe says: 

"1\'ritcr is a veteran member of the 
American Scandinavian Foundation. 
A, you know, parallel organizations 
cooperate in all Scandinavian coun­
tries, toward preserving Viking history. 

"Our U.S.A. group continually pub­
lishes books. ·writer routes his to 
libraries, since they seem too precious 
to retain in his own private library. 
These books must be kept at work. 

"Second volume received this month 
is The Laxdxla Saga'. Kindly advise 
if you already have this in your library. 
If not, writer will cheerfully send the 
$7 cheque for the same to the Univer­
sity Press, Seattle." 

It would be interesting to know 
hmv many copies of The Laxdxla Saga 
he has "routed" in this manner. 

But one must go further and look 
for reasons why The Icelandic Can­
adian was favored. 

The work in Iceland, '.\Ir. Goethe 
says, was extended to the Icelandic 
groups in America. He refers to what 
he regards as the very important ones 
in '.\fanitoba and Saskatchewan. This 
brought him in contact with The Ice­
landic Canadian. 

After Dr. Goethe had become ac­
quainted with the contents of The Ice­
landic Canadian, and the purpose, he 
felt, it was serving, he began to "route" 
it to university libraries. A greater 
compliment could not have been paid 
to the magazine. In a letter of May 
3, this year to ,the Business Manager 
l\Ir. Goethe says in part: 

"lf I interpret your letter correctly, 
the enclosed cheque for an addition-

al $ I 0� will pay at the rate you quote. 
twice 2 years' subscriptions or four 
years. Entering my 90th year, the fu­
ture is uncertain. This additional 4 
years of your truly remarkable publi­
cation would make the tic last so loni 
that it is hoped, when I no longer am 
here, you all will manage to continue 
the same decade after decade. Some­
times I wish the dozen people on your 
letterhead would write letters to ed­
itors in dominant metropolitan area, 
in the U.S.A." 

As already indicated �Ir. Goethe 
does not give facts about himself or 
"we-2", the delightful ·way in which 
he refers to his wife and himself on 
their travels. His unique use of the 
third person instead of the capital 
"I" is a chapter by itself in this man\ 
amazing life. He confesses to be a 
Sacremento banker and let this slip by. 

"Owner and manager of a string of 
California ranches. These cover a wide 
range from cattle and sheep to aspar­
agus, sugar beets, grain, rice, alfalfa." 

He is more generous on the cultural 
,ide. 

"For more than a half-century, mem­
ber of more than 100 worldwide 
,cientific societies. His earlier interests 
in both Life sciences and Earth 
sciences more and more centered on 
pioneering in Modern genetics. 

"Thus came studies of the genetics 
of various population groups. ,Ve-2 
became fascinacted with the progress in 
genetics in Denmark, Norway, Swe­
den. Their love of the Sagas caused 
them to become absorbed in Iceland. 
the first country to achieve, and this 
eugenically, 100 per cent literacy." 

The Icelandic Canadian extend� 
congratulations to the man who is 
now close to the nonagenarian mark 
and still full of enthusiasm. '.\fay 
"we-2" enjoy many years of happiness 
and contentment. -"\V. J. L.
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U C L A- Univei3itg, o/ Cali/oinia, i!,o3 cAngele3 

honored for teaching Old Icelandic for 25 years 

ICELANDIC WARMTH - Expressing their thanks to UCLA for teaching Old Icelandic for 
the past 25 vears, the members of the Icelandic-American Club presented a bilingual parchment 
scroll, held by Mrs. Gudny M. Thorwaldson, to UCLA. Taking part in the ceremony are (from 
left) Johannes S. Newton of the club,Thomas E. Croak, club president, Mrs. Thorwald.son, Prof. 
Erik ·wahlgren, who teaches the language course, and UCLA Vice Chancellor Charles Young. 

.\ parchment scroll prepared in the 
,hatlo\\' of the Arctic Circle has been 
presented to l 1CLA in recognition ol 
i�s 25 years of teaching Old Icelandic 
-the language of the Viking sagas.

Thomas E. Croak, president of the
Jrclandic-,\merican Club of Southern 

California, praised in particular Dr. 
Erik ,v ahlgren, professor of Scandi­
navian languages, for starting and sus­
taining the language course on the 
UCL\ campus. 

Dr. ,vahlgren explained that Old 
Icelandic, which was once -the common 
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language of the Scandinavian peoples, 
is of importance to modern man be­
cause it serves scholars as a window in­
to Europe's pagan past-a past largely 
obliterated by the expurgating, moral­
izing and tampering of medieval schol­
ars. 

"Icelanders were the only Euro­
peans who refused .to let Christian 
dogma and Latin stylistic devices dom­
inate them when they put their pre­
Christian literature and history into 
writing during the medieval period,'' 
he said. 

This literature, he added, had previ 
ously been preserved largely by word 
of mouth. 

"Iceland consequently became the 
repository for the largest body of first 
rate indigenous literature of medieval 
times," he said. 

He attributed this to the fierce pride 
of Icelanders in their 0'Nn wavs a 
!Jride abetted bv their island's' ;co-

, b graphical isolation. He noted that the
Icelanders even refused to allow their
language to adopt Latin words ..
instead they translated Latin into Ice­
landic.

Dr. \\'ahlgrcn said that Old Iceland­
ic is studied in colleges and univer­
sities by stude111ts of comparative 
lin_gui,tics, literary history, history and 
folklore. 

Iceland, ,d1ich is located in the 
north Atlantic and is touched bv the 
Arc:ic Circle, "·as first settled in 1;1ea:1-
!ngfu l numbers by :\'.orwegians escap­
mg the rule of :\'.orwav's ninth centun
,trong man, Harald 1<1irhair.

Familv clans circled the volcanic is­
land with largely-self-supporting home­
steads, a condition conducive to a spirit 
of extreme independence. 

Faced by hard climate and few phys­
ical comforts, the Icelanders nourished 
a code which honored men not for 
their possessions or titles but for their 
personal qualities. Poets and story 
tellers, consequently, were highly re­
spected, and strong men were as proud 
of -their reputation in letters as in 
battle. 

Dr. ,-vahlgren commented that 
Southern California, particularly Santa 
Barbara, is the home of the third larg­
est community of fomer Icelanders in 
Nol'th America, the largest commun­
ities being found in l\fanitaba, Can­
ada, and North Dakota, respectively. 

The UCLA professor, "·ho has visit­
ed Iceland and Scandinavia on several 
occasions, said that Old Icelandic is 
so similar to modern Icelandic that a 
ten-year-old school boy m Iceland 
would he able to read an old saga ,dth­
out too much difficulty. 

He noted that unlike most other 
Europeans, Icelanders pride them­
selves in never having had a king. 
They also take pride in having the old­
est parliament in existence. 

Dr. ,vahlgrcn made international 
headlines a decade ago ,d1en he brand­
ed as a hoax a highly controversial 
rune stone widely accepted for half a 
century as evidence that Scandinavian 
explorers had visited the interior of 
,\merica 130 vcars before the voyages 
of Columbus. The UCLA professor was 
knighted by the Swedish government 
in 1 %0 for scholarly achievements. 

Release from Office of Public Infornution, ,\pril 9, 1964 
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Twentieth Anniversary of the 

Independence of Iceland 

It is not without significance that 
the President of The Icelandic Can­
adia_n Club of _\\'innipeg, a third gen­
erat10n Canadian of Icelandic des­
cent has �ent a cable to the President 
of Iceland. It reads as follows: 
"His Excellency Asgeir Asgeirsson, 

President of Iceland, 
Bessastac5ir, J celand. 

"The Icelandic Canadian Club of 
·winnipeg wishes to extend to you, :\fr.
President, and the Icelandic nation, 
our congratulations and best wishes 
on the twentieth anniversary of the 
Republic of Iceland. 

\V. H. Finnbogason, 
President, Icelandic Canadian Club 

\Ve may rest assured that all the 
members of the Club and indeed all 
the su hscribers of this magazine, spon­
sored by the Club, scattered over a 
continent and beyond the seas, join 
the President in extending "reetino-s 

t h ,._,, to the nation from which they have 
sprung. 

The members of The Icelandic Can­
adian Club of \Vinnipeg, over 300 in 
number, representing four if not five 
generations in this land, strongly feel 
that as they are building thev are 
drawing upon materials from th;t far 
off island. The victories of their 
pioneer fathers and mother-; ·,rere not 
accidents: the v;:dues thev feel "'ithin 
themselves are not of �he moment. 
Roth reflect victories, and cultural ad­
vancement, not of hardlv a centurv 
hut of more than a thous;nd vears i;; 
the island home of their forefathe

,
rs. 

Here in this land for generations to 
come those victories ,\·ill not be for­
gotten. The rich heritage ,dll not 
wither and he lost: it rather ,\·ill he 
nurtured and made part of the wider 
cultural values which are slowlv 
emerging in this our new land. Ou;­
young men and women, born and 
raised here, gladly join with those 
who were horn in Iceland. in extend­
ing cong-ratulatiom and appreciation 
to the people of Iceland now celebra:­
ing the twentieth anniversary of their 
independence. 

·1 hougnts expressed this fcstiYe day
.June 17, on behalf of the ;\fagazinc BPar�I 
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THE CANADA-ICELAND FOUNDATION 
AND THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Canada-Iceland Foundation and 
The Icelandic Canadian Club are of­
fering scholarships of from $100.00 to 
$200.00 for the 1964-65 academic term 
to students of Icelandic descent or 
other students showing an interest in 
Icelandic language and literature ,d10 
have completed Gr. XI or Gr. XII in 
one of the high schools of �fanitoba, 
and who plan to attend the University 
of :Manitoba or one of its affiliated 
colleges .. 

Qualifications wiH be based primar­
ily on the results of the Department 
Examinations; but consideration will 

APOLOGY 

The Icelandic Canadian extends 
smcere apologies to Einar B. Guc5-
mundsson, Chairman of the Hoard or 
Directors of The Icelandic Steamship 
Co. Ltd. of Iceland and advocate be­
fore the Supreme Court or Icelaml, 
for the error it made in publishing 
in an article on Mr. Guc5mundsson a 
picture of Ivar Guc5munclsson, another 
di�tinguished citizen of Iceland who 
for many years has served on behalf or 
the people of Iceland with the United 
Nations in New York. At the same time 
the magazine welcomes the opportun­
ity in this inadvertent way of publish­
ing pictures of these two distinguished 
men of Iceland. 

al.00 be given to qualities of leadership, 
ancl to need for financial assistance. 

Candidates are hereby invited to 
send their applications to the under­
sirrnecl l;efore August 4, J 964, together 
with a statement of examination re­
,ult, ancl tes,imonials from two leaders 
i:1 the comrnunitv. 

People who read this announcement 
are asked to bring it to the attention 
of anv wor'.11v candidate. 

W. J. Lindal, 
Icel. Scholarship Com. Sec. 

788 Wolseley Ave. 
Winnipeg 10, Man. 

Einar R. Guomundsson

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of The Icelandic Steamship Company 
Ltd. and advocate before the Supreme 

Court of Iceland. 
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Leif speaks to Freydis 
(At Brattahlid, Greenland, A.D. 1008) 

by Watson Kirkconnell 

Freydi,, my wicked sister, I am sickened 
By this your midnight act of massacre. 
I have examined ,three among your crewmen 
,vith stern duress, e:tch man heard separately, 
And all three stories tally to a jot. 
You have befouled my fair retreat in Vineland 
·with black atrocity, lied to your husband
And stirred him up against the innocent,
Finnbogi, Helgi and their thirty men.
You swore they had maltreated you by night
And that the insult of their loathed molesting
J\Iust be avenged by death. He roused his men,
Seized on •the guiltless victims while they slept
And led each man outside, securely bound.
At the house-door you stood and hissed your orders
To cut each Norseman down as he appeared.
Soon all the men were dead; but there remained

Summer 1964 

Five wives who shared the building with their husbands.
"Kill them!" you cried, but no one would obey you.
"Hand me an axe!" you screamed; then split their skulls
As fiercely as a weasel slaughters rabbits.
And all for what? For profit, my bad sister:
To carry all things in one vessel home
For you and yours alone in evil comfort.

Our noble father, Eirik, had three sons -
Leif, Thorvald, Thorleif -and, to stain his name, 
One base-born daughter ,d10 has shamed us all. 
Eirik discovered Greenland, and his children 
Each had a share in probing to the south 
"'here Bjarni Herjolfsson had glimpsed ne,v land, 
A mighty continent of rock and forest, 
But had not stayed to search its secret out. 
First of the sons I sailed, with Bjarni's ship, 
And probed the barren flats of "Helluland"; 
Behind them rose steep mountains capped with ice 
And no grass grew upon the slabs of stone. 
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Nothing was here to tempt a hmbandman; 

And so I southward fared past level coasts 

\\Tithspruce in serried ranks of gloomy green. 

Thereafter, league on league of sandy beaches, 

\Vhite as a dream, shelved gently to the sea. 

Then two days sailing with a northeast wind 

Brought us in safety to a .promontory 

Projecting northwards from a mass of land. 

:\,Iy scouts found self-sown grain along the margin 

And harvests of wild grapes; small blame is it 

That from that circumstance I called it "Vineland." 

Here I set up my booths, here built a house, 

Here spent a winter in supreme content, 

And with the spring came safely home again. 

A passion for discovery then seized 

Our brother, Thorvald. ,vith the self-same ship 

He sailed to Vineland without incident 

And spent, like me, a quiet winter there. 

All the next summer went to exploration 

Along the western shore of that new land, 

Fair and well-wooded and without a sign 

Of human habitation save a grain-rack. 

The second summer saw him further north 

Along the wooded coast. There, in a fjord, 

Surrounded by tall trees, they fell on Skraelings, 

The natives of the land, and out of nine 

They cut down all but one, who in his turn 

Brought to the shore a quick, avenging host, 

Armed with strong bows and arrows tipped with stone. 

Thorvald received an arrow in his belly, 

Died, and was buried on the sand shore. 

\\'hen the sad crew reported home next year, 

Our other brother, Thorleif, took a vow 

To go by vessel to that far-off-coast 

And bring back Thorleif's body for the church-yard. 

Him hopeless ,\·eather, storm on savage storm, 

Battered all summer on the North Atlantic; 

And having floundered home, he died of plague. 

37 
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The greatest venture out to Vineland came 

\Vhen three stout vessels took some eight-score men.
Thorfinn Karlsefni led them; there were wives, 
And many cattle for a settlement 
That might endure as long as that in Iceland.
l\Iv father's base-born daughter also sailed, -
Y �u, my dark sister. And when Skraelings came 

And hemmed the colony by hundreds in,
First to trade furs and then to do it harm,
Karlsefni's party was too weak to prosper.
In one fierce light, you won a name for courage -
\Vhetted a war-sword on your brazen breasts 
And put to flight the astonished enemy.
But the fair land was clearly full of danger;
Against a warlike host, Karlsefni's men
Seemed all too few and feeble to survive,
And after three short winters they sailed home.

And now ensued a filth and final voyage: 
Two ships went out with hope to trade in furs -
You and your husband and another crew 
Borne in the other; and from that dark venture 

Only one ship and crew came mutely home, 
Laden with dead men's wealth. 

I curse you, sister! 
I cannot kill you, lor our childhood's sake,
But execrate the deed and you the doer:
The doomed ,'\/ orse corpses on that far-off shore.
Slain by your greedy hands, outnumber far
All whom the screaming savages have slaughtered.
Eirik"s own children claimed this new found land,
Explored it, built upon its pleasant meadows,
,\ncl now have drowned the dream in gall and blood.
This is the end. The stately house I built 
:\lust moulder into dust on Vineland's loam,
Guarded by Viking ghosts. No more I'll go,
Nor suffer any other so to travel. 
Eirik's base daughter has defiled that shore ; 
And it, and she, are damned for evermore. 
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Distinguished Canadian Curler 

Leo E. Johnson 

\\'hen Leo E . .Johnson retired last 
spring as President of the :\Ianitoba 
Curling- ,\ssociation he had achieved 
almmt every possible honor both as a 
curler ancl as an officer in curling as­
sociations in :\fanitoba. 

He ,tarted his curling career at Deer 
Lodg-e Curling Club in 1919. In 1924 
he joined the Strathcona Curling Club 
and is a Past President and Honorarv 
Life :\Iember of that club. During th� 
years he has been winner of numerous 
curling trophies including the Grand 
,:\ggn;;!J,?te in the l\I�1_1itoba Bonspiel
111 l 9;)b. He was a Bnt1sh Consols win­
ner three times, in 19'.H, 1944, and 
l94G. 

The climactic event in his curling 
career_ ca:ne in 19M when he skipped
the wmnmg entry, representing \fani-

toba, in the :\facdonald Brier Domin­
ion curling championships. The win­
ning rink that year was composed of 
:\farino Frederickson. lead. Lincoln 
Johnson, second, Lorne J. Stewart, 
third, and Leo Johnson, skip. Marino 
Lincoln and Leo curled together for 
17 years. 

Leo Johnson has held numerous 
executive positions in \fanitoba curl­
ing associations, and last vear held the 
highest office in :\fanitol)a, President 
of the :\Ianitoba Curling Association. 
In 19fi� he ,ras appointed Honorarv 
Life Member of that association. 

Leo is a ranking golf player and is 
usually at or near the top in the an­
nual golf tournament of Manitoba 
curlers. He is a Past President and 
Honorary Life Member of the South­
wood Golf and Country Club. 

Mr. Johnson is a successful admin­
istrator in business. He was for several 
years with the Home Investment and 
Securities Lttl. and is nm1· President 
and :\fanager of Home Securities Ltd. 

Leo Johnson was born and raised in 
\Vinnipeg. His brother Lincoln, \Ves­
tern Supervisor of Guarantee Trust 
Co. of Canada may truly be said to 
have been his rnnnino- mate durino-

o h 

their rise lo curling fame. Leo married 
Jean Olson. They have two sons Leo 
,,ml Kenneth. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MY MOTHER-IN-LAW 

Kristin Swainson 

To be great, a person need not be 
famous. This ,imple truth I happily 
learned from my deep and lasting 
friendship with my mother-in-law, 
who is the object of this short mem­
onam. 

I call her great, not because she ,\·as 
wealthy or "·idely known, but because 
she possessed those rare personal 
qualities which earned for her the sin­
cere respect and love of her husband, 
children, grandchildren, and countless 
constant friends. 

She was born Kristin Johannessd6tt­
ir in the year 1874 in Iceland. She was 
the youngest of a large family. Of her 
early years I know little except that 
there was poverty and hard work, and 
with this there must have been love. 
fellowship, and a deep and abiding 
faith. 

In the year 1896 she married Thor­
steinn Swainson, also a member of a 

large family. He had the advantage of 
less poverty and a fair education. He

was the love of her life, and the deep 
affection she gave him was a wonder­
ful thing to see and remember in our 
cynical world. 

In 1905 they left Iceland with four 
children, leaving Sveinn in Iceland 
because of illness. They intended to 
bring him to Canada later but that 
dream never came true. Almost fifty 
years later Sveinn and his wife came 
to Canada for one month to see his 
mother and family. His father hacl 
then passed away, but I think that that 
was one of the happiest months of her 
life. 

Thorsteinn and Kristin spent two 
vears in ·winnipeg and then moved to 
Arborg where they liYed for 10 years. 
From there they moved to the Bru 
and Grund districts between the tmn1, 
of Glenboro and Baldur where Thor­
steinn farmed with his sons until 1932. 
They then mowd to Baldur and a few 
years later to "\Vinnipeg where Thor­
steinn died. For a while Kristin lived 
,rith a widowed sister-in-Ia,\', Krist­
veig Johannesson, until she felt physic­
ally unable to do too much, and by 
her own choice she moved to Betel 
where she died in 1963. 

These biographical notes may be 
informative, hut they reveal little of 
this woman's fine qualities which are 
the attraction, the warmth, and the 
heart of Kristin. Pen and paper are 
cold means to describe her faith in 
God which never faltered, her courage 
in little things and big things, her 
hospitality to everyone that came to 
her door, the love she earned from her 
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children, her in-la,rs, and her grancl­
chilcl:·, n. 

There ·was a clme relationship he 
t11·een her and her grandchildren. The 
sincere respect in which she ,,·as helc1 
i, n·fle, tecl in the names of some of 
these grandchildren - Kri,tin Cecilia, 
Kristin Ethel, ()Jiye Christina, Dora 
Kristm. She was proud of her grand­
children and Sa\\· them established in 
manv profession,. Among them are ,1 
sune,or. a la,1·ver. an RC:\f P officer. 
a stenographer. two nurses, high 
school and universitv teachers. Her 
grandchildren were always fully aware 
of her pride in them. Just before she 
died, her mind clear and memorv 
sharn, ,he gaye me monev to buy ; ' ' ; 

wedding present for a beloved grand-
son ,vhn was getting married that sum­
mer. Her grandchildren were never 
far from her thoughts. 

Kristin ancl Thorsteinn had eight 
children-Ingolfur, Ari, "\Valter, and 

Paul Vigfusson 

.\t Lie Canadian �ational Locker 
Operators' Ham and Bacon Show helcl 
in Re:.:i:1:1, Sa,k., Feb. Hi, 17 and 18th, 
competing against 30 entries from all 
t:1c \\·,,•en1 Provinces. P;\ll \'igfnsson 

Bjorn, all married and now living in 
Winnipeg, Anna ('.\[rs. E. A. Anderson) 
of Baldur who passed away in 1954, 
Gertie ('.\Irs. Gustaf Johnson, of 
Nanaimo), Allie ('.\Irs. Eyfi Anderson, 
of "\Vinnipeg), and Sveinn in Iceland. 
She also left 2·! grandchildren and 33 
great-grandchildren. 

Kristin lived a full, good, and satis­
fying life. She en joyed life and passed 
this joy on to her children and grand­
children. At 89, she died in peace. 

I am sure that everyone who knew 
her gained a little as did she in the giv­
ing, and she will long be remembered 
by countless people for small unremem­
bered acts of kindness and of love. In 
my memory there are so many such 
acts I will cherish long. 

I say to her: "Thank you", for be­
ing my true and constant friend and 
for just being Kristin. 

Liney Swainson 
(Mrs. Ingi Swainson) 

Wins Award 

of the Arborg North Star Locker Plant 
won first prize for Standard Ham with 
96:"i points. 1st prize with his Tender­
i1ed Ham, 855 points; 1st prize with 
his Side Bacon, 976 points; and won 
the .\ggregate with a total of 2,896 
points out of a possible 3000 points. 

This is the fourth year in succession 
that P;il] Vigfusson has taken first 
prizes at this annual Ham and Bacon 
show. 

He is the son of f ohannes and Emilv 
Vigfusson who with two younger son', 
operate a farm east of Arborg. 

Pall is married to Bernice (Erling­
�on) They have three daughters. 
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Annual Meeting - Icelandic Canadian Club 

The annual meeting of the Icelandic 

Canadian Club was held May 26, 1964 

in the Parish Hall of The First Luth­

eran Church. ",\Jr. "\V. Valgardson, the 

president, was in the chair. 

The president's report showed that 

the activities of the club during the 

past year had been very successful, not­

ably the .annual banquet and dance 

in January and the concert in Fehru­

ary. A number of people have joined 

the club in the last month, which aug­

urs well for the future of the Icelandic 

Canadian Club. 

The treasurer, :.\fr. H. Olsen, report­

ed a healthy bank balance for the 

club, as well as for the scholarship 

fund. 

Report of the Icelandic Canadian 

Magazine was given by the chairman 

of the Board, Judge W. J. Linda!. He 

stated that there had been an upsurge 

of enthusiasm in the club and for the 

magazine, which shows that we realize 

that we are Canadians first but to be 

that we must be good Icelanders and 

be proud of our heritage. He announc­

ed that an honorarium had been pre­

sented to :.\fr. H. F. Danielson, the 

business manager of the magazine, 

wi,th sincere thanks for his unswerv­

ing loyalty to The Icela,ndic Canadian 

Magazine. 

:\fr. H. F. Danielson presented the 

financial report of the magazine. He 

stated bhat the subscription list of the 

magazine had increased favourably in 

the past year. 

:.\fr. "\V. Kristjanson reported that 

there are now ,t,hirty books in the dub 

library. Three were acquired this year: 

"Early Voyages and Northern Ap­

proaches" by Dr. Tryggvi Olsen; "Stef­

ansson-Ambassador of the North" by 

Boudrais and "The Saskatchewan Ice­

landers" by Judge W . .J. Linda!. 

The following were elected as the 

executi�e committee of the cluib:­

Past President-Mr. "\V. Valgardson. 

President-Mr. "\V. Finnbogason, Vice­

President-Mr .J. Amason; Treasurer­

:.\fr. H. Olsen; Secretary-Mrs. M. Ram­

say. 

:\£embers at Large:-Mrs. W. Kristjan­

son, :Miss A. Fridfinnson, Mr. L. Hall­

grimson, Dr. B. Kristjanson, Mrs. L. 

Sigurdson, Mrs. G. Thorlakson, Judge 

W. J. Linda!. 

For the Icelandic Canadian Magazine: 

Profe,sor H. Bessason, :Mr. H. F. Dani­

elson, :\fiss C. Gunnarson, Miss :.\L 

Halldorson. :\fiss S. Halldorson, Mr. 

A. lsfeld, :.\fiss E. Josephson, Mr. W.

Kristjanson, :\fr. T. 0. S. Thorstein­

son.
M. Halldorson
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The Blind Woodsman of Hecla Island 

N eighors call him "the blind woods­
man of Hecla Island" but his ,rife just 
calls him "wonderful". 

Edward Torfason has since losing 
his sight 14 years ago continued to 
amaze his neighbors with his ,ingenui.ty. 

In a recent letter to the Canadian 
National Institute for the Blind his 
wife Mat:Jthildur tells how Edward 
alarms the fisherfolk in one part of 
the island by cutting ,trees at night 
with a power saw. Night or clay makes 
no difference, Mrs. Torfason writes. 

According ,to C.N.I.B. field secretary 
George GHlis, who calls on blind 
people on Hecla Island, the former 
fisherman who lost his sight through 
an accident with barbed wire, has many 
accomplishments. "His g r e a t e s t  
achievement is lining up the tractor 
which he uses to power the circular 
saw, but the means by which he works 
alone in the woods is also amazing," 
Mr. Gillis says. 

Mr. Gillis reports the 67-year-old 
man gets to the bush by followi,ng 
along the shoulder of the highway that 
skirts 1the Torfason property. At a 
marker he leaves the highway and 
enters the wooded area along a guide 
line he has erected. 

Before Mr. Torfason begins seeking 
out suitable trees to cut down he 
places his transistor radio at the encl 
of the line. He can then tell by its 
sound where he is at all times. 

Edward goes to the woods in weather 
as cold as 30 below zero, and is able 
to supply firewood for the Torfason 
home. He is handy as a carpenter too, 
having macle new door and window 
frames for the 60-year-olcl house. Last 
summer he installed a Selkirk chimney 
and a septic tank. 

"\Vhen he has the job of cutting the 
grass on the property or hauling water 
from a hole in the ice in the winter 
he safeguards against getting lost by 
arranging a sound beacon at the front 
and rear of his home. 

Edward and �fatthildur Torfason 
occasionally like 1to board the ferry 
and journey to "\Vinnipeg where they 
drop in at the Canadian National 
Institute for the BHncl on Portage Ave. 
Here Mr. Torfason can learn of the 
new talking books that are sent out 
from the C.N .I.B.'s national library, 
and he can also see the special car,pen­
ter tools such as notched rulers and 
miterite sa,w guides. 

Back home :\fr. and :\frs. Torfason 

will be hc�ppy to live out their remain­

ing years. with '!\Irs. Torfason helping 

the neighbors to mend their fish nets 

and Mr. Torfason continuing to amaze 

the folk of Hecla Island with his agil­

ity and op,imism. 

-From the Canadian "'.'-Jational
Institute for the Blind 
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Selected Poems 

b9 9ann!J fi JJ1tunt 

THE SCHOOL-HOUSE 

Today I passed the school-house 
\Vhere I learned my a.b.c's, 
It was standing mute and tattered, 
By some dying poplar trees, 
The bricks that made the chimney 
Have crumbled one by one, 
And ,reeds obscure the playground 
·where we played at "Run sheep run."

The sight of that old ruin 
Took me back to childs estate, 
To 1laughing, squealing, boys and girls, 
And the sound of scratching slate; 
The big fat-be.Jlied heating stove, 
That made our faces bake, 
\Vhile on the floor, our little feet 
A-'11 wet and cold would ache. 

Though more than three score years 
Have passed, I still remember well, 
The crisp cold winter mornings, 
A.ml the little clarion bell -
That called us in from near and far,
From every known direction,
To that ,little seat of learning,
\Vhere we worked with stern correct­

ion. 

One certain teacher I recall. 
That caused me dread, and tears, 
Provided memories to endure 
At least a hundred years. 
But they were mostly happy days, 
I always will remember, 
. -\ncl long to be a child again, 
"'hen school starts each September. 

Fanny Gudmundson Brunt 
author of "Sage and Syringa" and 

"Moods and Memories" 
REFLECTIONS 

My little daughter listened 
As I cautioned her one day, 
About the things that she should 
And not do in her play, 
I told her that when she grew up 
In her I hoped to see -
As nice and fine a lady 
As a girl could grow to be. 
She smiled at me and amwered, 
'Tl! tell you what I'll do, 
\Vhen I grow up I'm going to be 
A mother just like you." 
I ,canned my faults and virtues 
And thought, "\Voukl I prefer 
To have my life reflected 
In the precious life of hers?" 
Hcforc me stood the woman 
That my little girl wouTd be, 
De,igned from what I gave her, 
There it was plain to see -
That it is not our lives alone 
\\'e benefit or mar, -
Hut those who follow after, 
\\'ill reflect us as we are. 
-From ]',foods and Memories
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BOOK REVIEW 
THE SETTLEMENT OF NEW 
ICELAND 

by Burke G. Vanderhill and 

David E. Christensen 

"The Settlement of New Iceland" is 
a fourteen-page article by Burke G.

Vanderhill, Ph.D., of Florida State 
University, and David E. Christensen, 
Ph.D., of Southern Illinois University, 
appearing in the September 1963 issue 
of the Annals of the Association of Am­
erican Geographers. The authors, both 
professors of Geography, were recently 
instructors at the U niversitv of l\Iani­
toha Summer School and this led to 
their study of the New Iceland settle­
ment and the writing of the article. 

The ;n;thors state the purpose of 
their stucly. "The present study is an 
attempt to bring a geographic view­
point to bear on this early and little 
known colonization venture. The pur­
poses of such an investigation were 
several. It ,ras felt tha,t geographers, 
particularly those interested in histor­
ical geo:�raphy, ,rnuld find it a use­
ful adliition to the literature of -:\'or.'.!1 
American scttlernen t and development 
and a contribution to an understand­
ing of the ethnic composition of wes­
tern Canada.·' .\s 0eographers the 
au tho rs are specificall; c�ncerneci ,rith 
the influence of the natural environ­
ment, including inferior soils and 
poorly drained land, on the develop­
ment of :\"c,1· Iceland, but thev give 
full space to the historical and c1,1lt�ual 
h:1ckgrountl. 

In approaching their studv the 
authors found that most of the ;nater­
i;ll published or in manuscript form 
was essentiallv Icelandic in viewpoint 
ancl hi'itorical in ,treatment hut· thev 
ha,·e consulted some non-Icelandic 
sources, including studies of the �fen-

nonite people in Manitoba and The
Soils of Manitoba by J. H. Ellis. Be­
sides making a number of interviews 
they have read several Icelandic Can­
adian sources. The result is a con­
densed but informative and readable 
account of the early years of ,the New
Iceland settlement, as well as a descrip­
tion of the land features. Several maps 
showing the location of Icelandic 
settlements in Manitoba, soils, vegeta­
tion, and drainage maps, and other il­
lustrations add to the graphic nature 
of the article. 

A couple of qualifying observations 
are in order. The unfavorable feaitures 
of the terrain are accurately described, 
and, as stated there was a large exodus 
from ;\CW Iceland about 1880, but 
there ,\·as a sustained flow of im­
migration for the next two decades 
and •there 1\'as no general exodus to 
other rural settlements in this period. 
The exception was the migration from 
the very northern part (Isafold) just 
after the .turn of the centurv due to 
floods. In the present century 'the drift 
has been to the cities, following some­
what the general pattern elsewhere of 
movemernt from the land to the citv. 
The other observation is that in the 
Interlake district generally, despite un­
favorable soil conditions, there are 
many farmers who have large herds of 
purebred cattle and may be considered 
well off. The agricultural fair at Lun­
clar in June of this year testified to 
this. Al�o. for the rec�rd, the railroad 
reached Gimli, not in 1899, but m 
1906. 

The people of Icelandic origin m 
Canada and the United States will be 
specially interested in this excellent 
,micle and the wide publicity which 
it gives to the story of ,the pio�eer and 
the largest Icelandic settlement in 
·western Canada is to be appreciated .

-W.K.
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Graduates and Scholarships 

GRADUATES OF MANITOBA 

UNIVERSITY-Spring 1964 

Commerce-General Course 

Magnusson, Denis Norman, :\Iinot Air 

Base, North Dakota. Father, N. L. 

:\Iagnusson. 

Grant Richard Gisel 

Gi,cl, Grant Richard - Parents: :\fr. 

and :'lfrs. E .. \. Gisel. :\Irs. Giscl was 

the former Elsabet Gislason, daugh­

ter of the late :\fr. and :\Irs. Svein­

bjorn Gislason, of ,vinnipeg. 

:\faster of Science 

Honors Course 

Jacobson, Thor Victor, B. Sc. 1%1-

:\ I aj or-Physics. . \ ncillary-:'I I a them at­

i cal Physics. Thesis, .-\n examination 

of the decay of Nd 147 with a curved 

Crystal Spectrometer, ( as at Dec 22, 

1963.) Parents: Mrs. Margaret and 

the late Victor Magnusson, of ,vin­

nipeg. 

Johnson, William Ingvar Ragnar, 

B.S .. \. 1951, :\Ianitoba. Major, Agri­

cultural Economics; Ancillary, Econ­

mmc, Thesis: A :\Iicro-Economic

\naly,is of Irrigation in the :\Iorden­

·winkler Area of Manitoba. A.s at

Oct. 22. 1 %3. Parents: :\fr. and :\frs.

John Johnson, :\Iorclen, RR 3, :\Ian.

Master of Arts 

Hughes, Marian Eileen :\Iajor, French: 

daughter of :\Iargaret and the late 

George :\Iartin; her mother is a 

daughter of late :\Ir. and :\Irs. Jo­

hannes Einarson, first of Logberg, 

and later Calder, Sask.: her husband 

Ken R. Hughes, is a Dr. of Psychol­

ogy in the University of :\Ianitoba. 

Ma,ter's Degree in Social Work 

Fry, Mrs. Eleanor Sigrun; parents :\Ir. 

Thorkell and Gudrun Johannson of 

. \rborg, :\Ianitoha. 

BadY�lor of Arts 

n 'J;:ors Course 

Finnbogason, John Harvey (as at Feb. 

i r-;, l tJ1i l ). Parents: :\fr-;. Ethel Finn­

lJOga,on and the late S. Finnbogason, 

of St. James, :\Ianitoba 
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Bachelor of Science, Honors Course 

Oleson, Maurice Kari (as at Oct. 22, 

J 96!)) Parents: Mr. and :\Irs. Kari 

Ole,on, Riverton, :\Ianitoba. 

Rachc!or of Arts, General Course 

Johmon, Valdine Gudrun. Parents: 

:\fr,. Johnson and the late John 

Tohmon. of ,vinnipeg. 

Low, '\-Vynne l\Iargaret. Parents: l\Ir. 

and '\Irs. John '\V. Low, Norway 

Hou,e. :\Irs. Low was the former 

Thora Oddson, daughter of l\Irs. 
Asta and the late Leifur Oddson. 

Grandparents: the late l\fr. and Mrs. 

Thorsteinn Odchon. 

Eggertson, Sandra Audre. Parents: Mr. 

Lmrcnce and :\Irs. Elizabeth Eg­

gcrtson. \Vinnipeg. 

Magnusson, Victoria Helena, daughter 

or '\fr. J. H. :\fagnusson, Hnausa, 

:'lfanitoba. 

Thorsteinson, Thomas Stephen. Par­

cn ts: :\Ir. :\Tarvin and Mrs. Francis 

Thor,teinson, St. Vital. 

Sigfuson, Skuli Norman. Parents: :\Ir. 

Sveinn and Mrs. Thelma Sigfusson, 

'\Vinnipeg. Grandparents: Mr. and 

Mrs. Skuli Sigfusson, Lundar, Man. 

Skuli Sigfusson was for over twenty 

years a member of the Manitoba 

Legislature. 

Bachelor of Science-General Course 

Helgason, Albert Sigurd. Parents: l\Ir. 

S. A. and l\Irs. Joleen Helgason of 

\\'innipeg. Grandparents: Jonatan 

and Ingibjorg (Solmundson) Helga­

son. Great grandfather: Rev. Johann 

Solmundson. 

Johannson, Robert Harold Gestur (as 

at Oct. 22, 1963) Parents: :\fr. and 

:\frs. H. L. Johannson, Selkirk. 

Grandparents: :\Ir. and :\Irs. Gestur 

J ohannson, Selkirk :\Iaternal Grand­

parents: :\Ir. ancl :\[rs. Gunnar Tom­

asson. 

Olafson, Sandra Mae. Daughter of :\frs. 
Essie Olafson and the late :\Ir. Olaf­
son. Birtle, :'lfanitoba. 

Bachelor of Social ·work 

Sigmundson, Jo-Anne Helga Emily. -

Parents: :\Ir. ancl :\I rs. Elmer Stef­

anson of Lundar, :\Ian. Grandpar­

ents: :'lfrs. Stefanson and the late :\fr. 

Guclmunclur Ste!anson of ,vin­

rnpeg. 

Sigurdson, Engilhert, son or :\Irs. 

Thorbjorg Sigurdson of \Vinnipeg, 

and the late :\fr. Kristjan Sigunls­

s011. 

Bachelor of Science in Agri­

culture.- Honors. 

Thorlacius, Sigurberg Omar. Parents: 

:\fr. Oli and :\Irs. Sigga Thorlacius, 
0\shern, :\Ianitoba. 
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Clarke, Ronald Alexander. Parents: 

::\fr. Alexander and Mrs. Hulda 

Clarke. ::\frs. Clarke is the daughter 
of the poet Guttormur J. Guttorm­

son. 

Bachelor of Science in 

Home Economics 

McNaughton, Thorhilda Gwen (nee 

Thora Amason) ,rife of the late 

John Stewart l\fcN a ugh ton. Parents: 
]\[rs. Sigridur Amason, of Reykja-

vik, Iceland, and the late ]\fr. Helgi 

Arnason. 

Certificate in Education 

Holm, Trevor Douglas. Parents: Dr. 

and l\Irs. A. W. Holm, Winnipeg. 

Grandparents: :\Ir. and Mrs. Holm, 

Lunclar, l.Ianitoba. 

Johnson, Victor Andrew. Parents: :\Ir. 

Paul Victor and l\Irs. Nettie John­
�on, \Yinnipcg, l\lanitoba 

Solmundson, Stefan Vern Julius. Par­
ents: J\Ir. and l\Irs. Franz Julius Sol­

mundson, Charleswood, :\lanitoba. 

Diploma In Music 

McKee, Sigrid Margaret (nee Bardal) 

(as at Oct. 22, 1963). Parents: Mr. 

Paul Barda], and the late l\Irs. Bar­

dal. 

Magnusson, :\Iaria June (as at Oct. 22, 

1%3). Parents: l\[r. Agnar and l\Irs. 

Lauga J\Iagnusson, \Vinnipeg. 

Diploma in Art 

Jonasson, Theodore Errol. Parents: 

l\Ir. and l\Irs. T. H. Jonasson, \Vin­

nipeg. 

Moore, Harold Martin. Parents: Mr. 

and l\Irs. A. L. l\foore. Mrs. Moore, 

Lilja, is the daughter of l\fr. Rafn­
kell Bergson and the late l\Irs. Sig­
ridur Bergson of \,Vinnipeg. 

,., 

Judith Dianne Franklin 

l\liss Judith Dianne Franklin graduat­

ed from the General Hospital School 

of ?\ursing in .\fay, 1%1. 
She won the H. E. Sellers Scholar­

ship and the c\lumnae .\ward for pro­
ficiency in clinical practice. 

Judith i� the daughter of L.A.C. and 

.\Irs. Dougla, Franklin of \Vinnipeg. 

I Icr maternal grandparents arc .\Ir. 

and .\Irs. Tryggvi Jonawm, of Gimli, 
,\fanitoba. 
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Dr. Jon Frederick Sigurdson 

Dr. Jon Frederick Sigurdson winner 

of the lllarian Gopoclye prize for high­

est ,tantling in a four-year orthopaedic 

,urgerv course at the University o[ 

Pcnncs\lyania Graduate School of 

.\Iedicine in Philadelphia, returns to 

\\.innipeg this month to visit his par­

ent-; Dr. and l\frs .. L. A. Sig·urdson. 
Dr. Si'.!,unlson graduated in medicine 
:it the l·niver,ity o[ .\fanitoba in 1959. 

* 

Thoma� David Underwood graduated 

in Ci\ i1 Engineering from the Uni­

\er,itv of ]\fanitoba. ]\fay 21st, 1964. 

He i, the son of l\Ir. and :\Irs. Nor­

man t·ndcnrnod presently of Win­

nipeg and grandson of H. S. Laxdal. 
Hadley Jon Leif Eyrikson, B.A.-Hon­

uur .,tudent in third year law, received 

the following pri1,cs: Archie l\Iicay 
Q.C. (Corporations): Harley l\I. Hugh­
e, Q.C. .\femorial (Evidence). l\Ir.

Eyrikson is articling with Asper,

Freedman and Co. He is the son of
.\fr. and .\frs. G. S. Eyrikson of \Vin­

nipcg and grandson of Hallgrimur S.
,\xdal.

* 

:\Iarsa Arlen \Vaylett 

:\Ii,s :\Iarsa Arlen \Vaylett received 

her Bachelor of A.rts degree with Hon­
or-, in Economics and Sociology in this 

years Spring Convocation at .\fcGill 
l 1niversity . .\Iiss \\'aylctt is the daugh­

ter of Squadron Lca<ler and lvlrs. F. 

J. \\' aylctt of .\I on treal, formerly of

·winnipeg, and the granddaughter of

.\fr. and .\Irs. G. Hjaltalin, \Volseley

,\ve .. Winnipeg.
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DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION 
Mrs. Inez Bonnie (Rjarnason) Rinn re­

ceived her Diploma in Education from 

the University of :\1anitoba in May, 

1964. - She is the daughter of Mr. 

Bj6rn Bjarnason and l\Irs. Elizabeth 

(Polson) Bjarnason of Langruth, ;\fan. 

Mrs. Annabelle (Stefanson) Wiens re­

ceived :\Taster's Degree of Social \\Tork 

from the University of Manitoba in 

:\fay, 1964. She is the daughter of Mrs. 

and :\fr. Stefan Stefansson of Steep 
Rock, ;\fanitoba, granddaughter of the 

late Jon and Saemm Stefansson former­

ly of Gimli. 

* 

UNIVERSITY OF SASKAT-

CHEWAN - 1963-64 

Bachelor of Arts 

Stefanie Thordis Arnason, Saskatoon, 

High Honours in Biology. Also 

awarded a National Research Coun­

cil scholarship (S2,000) for 1964-65 in 

Biology, and the Rawson :\Iemorial 

Book-prize. 

Averil Evert Axnason, Saskatoon, with 

Distinction. 

Stephen \Vinston Dewar, Saskatoon. 

Heather Ann Crimson, "'Jnyanl, with 

Distinction. 

Rell, Ronald Gordon, parents ;\fr. and 

.\fr.,. Cordon Bell. Grandparents: 

:\fr. Petcnon and the late Ren Pet­

errnn, of Saskatoon, Sask. 

Oscar Carl Olson, Yorkton, with Dis­

tinction 

:Michael Guy Skafel, Brandon, with 
Distinction. 

Bachelor of Arts in Physical Education 

Richard Douglas Rell, Saskatoon. 

Bachelor of Science in Argriculture 

Arni Sigurfinnur Goodman, Leslie. 

Helgi Dennis C'..oodman, Leslie. 

Ronald Jon Frederick Johnson, 

\feadow Lake, Sask. 

Bachelor of Mech. Eng. Science 

Michael Guy Skafel, Brandon, with 

Great Distinction. 

Bachelor of Education 

Laurence Thorstein Thorsteinson, 

Leslie, Sask. 

Doctor of Philosophy, (Ph.D.) 

Kenneth Vilhelm Paulson, 'Wynyard. 

Thesis: Fluctuations in Brightne,s 

from Quiet Form Aurora. 

During l 963-64 the following stu­

dents ,\·on Province of Saskatchewan 

University Entrance Scholarships -

(S500.00): 

Jacob Thomas K. Halldorson, Foam 
Lake, Sask. 

\Vilton R. Thorsteinson, Foam Lake. 

T. Thorvalclson
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Raymond Stephanson 

Raymond Stephanson, son of l\Ir. and 

and l\frs. Eric tephanson of Elfros, 

Saskatchewan, was awarded the CJGX 

Scholarship of $225.00 at a recent 

music festival. 

Raymond entered nine classes at 

the music festival in Yorkton, Sask., 

on Friday, l\Jarch 13. His marks in the 

nine entries ranged from 81 to 87. 

The $225 scholarship, awarded to 

13 year old Raymond, is given to the 

student judged the most promising in 

the festiYal and is to be used in further­

i,ng his musical studies. 

l\Ir. Garth Beckett, the adjudicator 

said that Raymond has a sense of style 

and a definite talent for the piano. 

He also commended Raymond for play 

ing all his staccato and note values 

correctly, and thanked him for a fine 

performance. 

Norma Stephanson, Raymond's sis­

ter, entered four classes and received 

marks ranging from 78 to 81. .\fr. 

Beckett said that Norma did accurate 

work in a very difficult sonatina. 

* 

Lilja Lynn Olson 

Lilja Lynn Olson was one·of twenty­

one nurses who graduated from the 

Children's Hospital, Winnipeg on 

Sept. I I, I 963. 

l\Iiss Olson ,ras the recipient of the 

two top awards given at the graduation 

exercises. These 1\·ere the Annie A. 

Bond Guild prize for general profici­

ency in the senior class and the Chown 

Guild prizes for highest standing m 

theory in the senior class. 

.\fiss Olson also was awarded the 

Frances E. Irlam Bursary, given by 

P. 0. Selby-Roger Henderson D.F.C.­

R.A.F Chapter 1.0.D.E., Winnipeg,

.\fan., each year during her training­

period. 

Lilja Lrnn "·as president of her 

dass, during her first year m the 
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The University of Manitoba 

announces 

The Opening of the 

1964-1965 Session 

COURSES WILL BE OFFERED LEADING TO DEGREES IN 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ARTS 

COMMERCE 

DENTISTRY 

EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING 

FINE & APPLIED ART 

(Painting, Sculpture, 

Ceramics) 

HOME ECONOMICS 

INTERIOR DESIGN 

MUSIC 

.\TRSING 

PHARMACY 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

SCIENCE 

LAW 

MEDICINE 

SOCIAL WORK 

DIPLOMA COURSES WILL BE OFFERED 
IN THE FOLLOWING FIELDS: 

AG RI Cl 'L lTRE - ART - DE::\'T:\L HYGIENE - NURSING 
EDUC.\TION - :\fEDICAL REHABILITATION 

• Valuable scholarships and bursaries. 

• Excellent athletic and recreational facilities in the U niversitv
Gymnasium.

CD Residences 

• For Full particulars write to the REGISTRAR,

l The University of Manitoba, Fort Garry, Manitoba

1 

l _____.
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hospital. The second year she was pres­

ident of the :\Ianitoba student nurses 

association. 

She was active m the Nurses' Glee 

Club and contributed freely of her 

musical talent. 

Miss Olson is the daughter of Jo­

hanna, 125 Chataway Blvd., Tuxedo 

and Oli Olson of :\loose Jaw, Sask., 

both formerly of Norwood, Man. 

Paternal grandparents ,rere the late 

:\fr. and :\Irs. B. B. Olson of Gimli, 

:\Ian. 

:\Iaternal grandparents are l\Ir. E. 

0. :\farkusson, Gimli, :\Ian., and his

late wife Kristin.

Currently :\fiss Olson is employed by 

the Children's Hospital, "7innipeg, 

:\fan. 

* 

OUTSTANDING STUDENT 
AND ATHLETE 

David Thor of Reseda California, 

just finishing his grade 12 at Reseda 

High School, has been awarded an all­

inclusive scholarship to :\Iichigan State 

University. This includes, everything: 

board, room, books, tuition and out 

of state fees, ·which alone amount to 

S850.00. The scholarship was awarded 

for general proficiency in David's 

academic work and all-around excel­

lence in athletics. 
In the Resecla High school athletic 

try-outs David "·as tops in all categories 

pertaining to balance and muscular 

co-ordination, particularly the parallel 

bar, horizontal bar, long horse, side 

horse, and free excerise. Later on in 

the finals for all high schools in the 

Los Angeles area David topped the 

ranks with highest points for athletes. 

David is also an expert swimmer. He 

has had a number of other scholar­

ship offers, but accepted the one to 

Michigan State. Reseda coach, Don 

Schultz, predicts that the five-foot-

David Thor 

eleven, slim 160-pound athlete, ·will 

be one of the contenders for the 1968 

Olympics. 

David is a grancbon of ,\Irs. Kristin 

Thorsteinson of 'Winnipeg and the 

late Gudmundur Thorsteinson. His 

father is Larry Thor, top newscaster 

and narrator of the Suspense Series on 

K.\'X (CBS network) in Los Angeles. 

He has done drama also on the net­

work, and has on occasion burst into 

song in Icelandic for his studio as­

sociates. 

Larry still l1as 1· , a recon mg of his
own vmce that bounced half-way 
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Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

�ISTS 
E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 3-0731 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484

DR. L.A. SIGl �ROS< l\ 

528 l\ledical Arts Bldg 

Ofl. Ph. WH. 2-4762 Res. �P. 2-6115 

Limted 

FUNERAL HO:\IE 

Phone SPruce 4.7-17.1 

843 Sherhrook Street 

I 

1 
AS C E I RS O N 'S 

LIMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SlJnset 3-4322 

* 

11 l'adq uarters for 

PA I N T, WALL PA PER 

& HARDW AR E 

Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson 

WINNIPEG CLINIC 

PHO;-.;E WHitehail 2-"441 

'>L \Liry\ and Vaughan, \Vinn1pe; 

ROBERTS & WHYTE LTD. 

Sargent & She1·hrooke St. 

Phone SPruce 4-33.'S:} 

THE WEST END'S 
F.UIILY DRUG STORE

-I HE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 5:; 

around the world during vVorld War son received a ".\fulti-AwarcJ" for out-

IL He was broadcasting for Interna­

tional Service of the Canadian Broad­

casting Co. over one of the most power­

ful statiom in the world at Sackville, 

New Brunswick. One of his talks was 

picked up in Algiers and rebroadcast. 

An engineer in New York heard it, 

recorded the spiel and sent it to Thor. 

Larn takes a lot of interest in the 

Icelandic Society in Los Angeles and 

:tcts a, master of ceremonies for ,them 

on special occasions, such as recently 

,d1en the Society proudly entertained 

,\mbassador and .\Irs. Thor Thors, as 

main speaker for the annual celebra­

tion to commemorate June 17th, Ice­

land's Independence Day, which wa, 

actually celebrated June 5th, with 

:dJout 150 happy Icelandic descendants 

t:iking part in the ceremony. 

ERIC RRYNJOLFSSON 

WINS " MULTI-AWARD" 

Eric Brynjolfson, son of the late Rev. 

Eirikur Brynjolfson and :Vlrs. Brynjolf 

. _A\ ·::��: • .-��t\�t}? 

standing scholarship in .\Iathematics 
in his graduation from the C niversity 
of British Columbia this �pring. Mrs. 
Brynjolfsson went back to Iceland with 
her children after her husband's 
demise. Eric, however, decided to come 
back to finish his Arts course in the 
University of British Columbia. 

.·'.•:•·· · 

�/\!

I AN 

BER 
{ '--.·:< .. ·•&.SUPPLY CO., LTD.

LOCAL BRANCHES AT Arborg, Gimli, Winnipeg Beach, Selkirk 
HEAD OFFICE 205 Fort Street, Winnipeg 1 PHONE WH 2-8121 
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Manitoba Musical Festival Winners 

Laureen and Carol Westdal 

Laureen (left) and Carol ,v estdal, 

daughters of :\Ir. and :\Irs. Harold 

"·e½tdal, '10 Garnet Bay, Fort Garry, 

mrn Class ;\'o. 93, duct for girls and 

ior boys. The girls were awarded 8:i 

marks for their performance. 

* 

Heather (Sigi.1rchon) Ireland won the 

Grade c\ Contralto test piece. "Ton 

tl1:: Opera tic-female class. 

* 

Kerrine ,vilson, ,rnn the Senior piano­

forte, Sonata class. Runner-up in 

Bach Solo and Concerto -class sen-

10r. 

* 

Eric Wilson 

Eric \\'ilson of St. Vital, son of :\fr. 

and :\Irs. Kerr \\'ilson, won the .\ikcn, 

. \fcmorial Trophy. The 14-vear-old 

celli,t won out over six other competi­

tors to take the trophy, which 1s the 

:1ighcst solo-instrumental award of the 

mmical festival. 

* 
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Roslyn Stony won the pianoforte for 

Solo and Junior Sonata. 

Carole Thorsteinson stood 2nd in the 

Junior vocal test piece class. Stood 

3rd in the Junior vocal folk song. 

Patricia Gail Johnson won the inter­

mediate vocal test piece class. Stood 

?\rel in the Sacred Solo Intermediate. 

Stood 2nd in the Gilbert and Sul­

livan. 

Doreen Borgford stood 2nd in Inter­

mediate Sacred Solo (vocal). Adjud­

icator\ remarks: "This is the most 

beautiful voice I have heard in this 

hall this morning". Stood 4th in the 

Gilbert ancl Sullivan Class inter­

lllcdiate. 

UNITED COLLEGE 
Affiliated with the University of Manitoba 

Centrally located in downtown Winnipeg 

University Division: 
• Offers complete programme in

Arts and Science.
• Pre-professional course for

Dentistry, Education, Law,
Medicine and Social Work.

College Division: 
• Grades XI and XII preparatory

to university entrance.
e Summer School /6 -

July 7 to August 18. 
Summer School /3 -

July 31 to August 22. 
Theology Division: 
• Courses leading to the Diploma

in Theology, and the degree of 
Bachelor of Divinity and the 
Master of Sacred Theology . 

Application forms for admission to 
study, for residence, and for bursar­
ies and scholarships are available 
from the Registrar's Office. 
For Further information please 
write: Registrar's Offi�e,_ 

United College, 
515 Portage Ave., 

Winnipeg 2, Man. 

Karen Thorlakson stood ?\rd 111 the 

_Junior yocal folk song class. 

Michele Jaskolski stood 2nd in girls 

vocal solo 11-14 years. Ad judica­

tor's remarks: "She was the only one 

who brought the sweetness of spring 

to us". 

COMPLIMENTS from 

Keystone Fisheries 
Limited 

16 MARTHA ST. - WINNIPEG I. 

PHONE WHitehall 2-0021 
* 

t G. F. Jonasson, President 

CHIEI' 110�1E B.4KERY 
Prop. Helga Olafsor: 

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. 3-6127 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

MAGAZINE 
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IN THE NEWS 

l\Irs. W. J. Lindal 

l\frs. \\'. J. Linda], ,d10 for four 
years has been chairman of the Visit­
ing and \Velfare Committee of ,the 
Greater \Vinnipeg \\'omen's Auxiliary 
to the Canadian Natio.:1al Institute for 
the Blind, has now become president 
of the Auxiliary. 

* 

WINS FASHION AW ARD 

Rog1waldur Robert Petursson of 
758 :\"or,h Dri,e, Fort Garry, this 
sprmg was g1Yc11 a fa;hion a,\·ard at 
graduation cxccni,c, ol Sir George 
\\'illiaJ:l'i l"ninT,ity school of retailing 
at l\fontrcal. Quebec. T'.1e a11an!, given 

hicrhe,L ,.., 
standing ill tl1c L,;hion cour-c. \\'ill en-

able him to spend three clay, in New 
York ,isiting 1:1en'-; wear manufactur­
ing e,tahli,hmcnts. :\fr. Pctnr,son i, 
the .,on oi :\fr. and :'.\frs. Olafur Pct­
urs,011, Fort Carry. His p:,ternal grancl­
p;ircnts arc :\frs. Holfridur Petursson 
;,ml the late Dr. Ro":1n·alchr P•.·tur,,on. 

* 

GIFT TO BETEL FROM ICE­

LANDIC CANADIAN CLUB 

OF TORONTO 

A gift of mone,· to Betel, the Ice­
Lmdic home for the elderly at Gimli, 
l\fan., was received last winter from 
the Icelandic Canadian Club of Tor­
onto in memory of the late Sidney 
Lansdowne ,d10 lost his life in a crash 
in December near l\fontreal. Quebec, 
of a Trans-Canada Airlines passenger 
plane. His parents, :\fr. and :\frs. Lam­
downe, are members of the Toronto 
club. l\frs. Lansdowne is the former 
Christine Thorvaldson, daughter of 
the late l\fr. and l\frs. Armann Thor­
valdson of Lundar, l\fan. Sidnev, ,d10 
was 22 at the time of his death,, was 
a student in chartered accounta,ncy. 

* 

e The Only Icelandic Printing Plant 

Outside of Iceland -

Owned and Operated by Icelanders

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

AMERICAN GRADUATE STU· 

DENT SEEKS INFORMATION 

on occupation troops in Iceland 

during 'World War II. 

".-\n American graduate student is 
1n-1t111g a thesis on the occupation o[ 
Iceland in ·world '\Var II. He \\·ould 
like to get some information on the 
Canadian forces stationed there. Form­
er members of the "Z" Force (Les Fus­
iliers l\font-Royal, The Cameron High­
landers of Ottawa, and The Royal 
Regiment of Canada are invited to 
write, especially if they have notes, 
memoirs, papers or other material. 
Also, Icelandic war brides or those who 
corresponded with someone stationed 
in Iceland are invited to contact the 
undersigned. Any information will be 
appreciated." 

Fred Rue Jacobs, 

5513 Rayborn Street 

Compton, California 90221 

United States of America 

* 

BRYAN H. BJARNASON 

ELECTED M.L.A. 

An Icelander was elected member 
of the Saskatchewan legislature in the 
proYincial election in April. He is 
Bryan H. Bjarnason, Liberal, elected 
l\I.L.A. for Kelvington constituency. 
Party standing in the Saskatchewan 
House now stands at 33 Liberals, 25 
CCF and one ProgressiYe Conservative. 

APPOINTED EXECUTIVE SEC­

RETARY 

:\fr. Joseph E. :'.\Iartin, B.A. '59, \\·ho 
\\'as Senior Stick in his final year at 
United College has been appointed 
full time Executive Secretary of the 
l\[anitoba Centennial Corporation. He 
is a son of :\[rs. l\fargaret l\Iartin and 
the late George :'.\fartin of Leroy. Sask. 
l\frs. l\fartin is a daughter of the late 
l\fr. and :'.\Jrs. Johannes Einarson. 
pioneers of the old Log-berg-Thing­
valla District in Saskatchewan. 

Joe Martin married Sally Dagg of 
'\Vinnipeg. They have a daughter one 
year old. 

* 

DR. SIGURDUR THORVALDSSON 

AW ARD ED FELLOWSHIP 

Dr. Sigurdur Thorvaldsson, 27 years 
of age and from Iceland, this spring 
,\·as awarded a Bremner Foundation 
fellowship of S2,SOO for training at 
the l\fayo Foundation at Rochester, 
l\f innesota, U.S.A. Dr. Thorvaldsson, 
who received his degree in medicine 
in April, will specialize in internal 
medicine. The fellowship given him is 
an American-Sca,ndinavian Foundation 
award. 

* 

J,n the news in recent times at Van­
couver, B. C. has been the Vancouver 
Icelandic male voice choir and its 
string ensemble. Director is Sigurbjorn 
Sigurdson, and \Yilliam Stefanson 
president. The choir sings exclusiveh· 
in Icelandic and, in addition to its 
own concerts, performs at other func­
tions. 
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LEIFUR ODDSON ELECTED 

PRESIDENT 

Leifur Oddson was elected president 
of the Icelandic Association at Ed­
monton, Alberta, at the annual meet­
ing which followed the Thorrablot 
celebration in February in l\Jolson's 
Edmonton House. l\Ir. Oddson suc­
ceeds Gunnar Thorvaldson who owing 
to pressure of private business declined 
to stand for re-election. Don Shaw 
was named vice-president, "\Valter Ara­
son secretary and Ear 1 Valgardson 
treasurer. Named project conveners 
were Jack Henrickson, Mrs. Muriel 
Isfeld, l\Irs. Pearl Valgardson, Mrs. 
Freda Smith, l\Irs. Margret Cameron, 
::\frs. Audrey Benediktson and Mrs. 
Shirley Thorvaldson. Macle life mem­
bers were Mrs. Margret Smith, Mrs. 
Gudrun Vigfusson, Mrs. Ingibjorg 
Alderdice, ::\lrs. Jack Henrickson, 
Henry Sumarlidason and Johann John­
son. 

* 

WINS $3,000 SCHOLARSHIP 

FOR SECOND TIME 

Oskar Thor Sigvaldason, a native 
of :\Ianitoba, has again been awarded 
the i\'ational Research Council of 
Canada special scholarship of $3,000 
for the year 1 %4-G5 for research in 
concrete technology at Imperial Col-

lege in London, England. He is ,the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Gudni Sigvaldason 
of Arborg, Man. 

* 

TRIBUTE TO THE 

ICELANDIC PEOPLE 

The Canadian Broadcasting Cor­
poration paid a tribute to the Iceland­
ic people on the occasion of 1the twen­
tieth anniversary of the independence 
of Iceland, in a special half hour radio 
broadcast. It was first delivered over 
CB"\V, ·winnipeg at 8 p.m. on Wed­
nesday, June 17, and then re-broadcast 
over the CBC network from coast to 
coast the following Saturday. 

The main features of the broadcast 
were a message from His Excellency, 
the Governor General of Canada, and 
a brief address from His Excellency 
Asg-eir Asgeirsson, the President of Ice­
land. 

The glowing tribute paid by the 
Governor General to the Icelandic 
people, both in Iceland and here, and 
the sincere appreciation expressed by 
the President to his Icelandic kinsmen 
in Canada, are the type of encourage­
ment needed by Vestur-fslendingar in 
their efforts to perform their duty to 
their country and their heritage alike. 

NEWS SUMMARY 

::\fiss Valcline Gudrun Johnson, who 
is listed in this issue as having won 
her B.A. degree from the University 
of :\Ianitoba, had the interesting ex­
perience of teaching some English sub­
jects to the children of members of 
X ato Iorces in Paris for four years-i.e 
from 1956-60. PreYiously she taught 
at Fort Churchill, and after her term 
in Paris, she returned to her position 

in Ft. Churchill for a time. Her future 
plans are not yet decided. She is the 
daughter of l\frs. Olina Johnson, and 
the late John Johnson, formerly pres­
ident of Fron in Winnipeg. 

* 
More than 200 people attended the 

Thorrablot celebration in February of 
the lcelamlic-,-\merican Association of 
,\' orthern California in the Veterans' 
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Memorial Hall, Hayward, near San 
Fransisco. Guest speaker was Vernon 
Timmons of the California Economic 
Development Agency who spoke on the 
state's role in economic development. 
Presiding was association president Jo­
seph Sveinsson. A speaker also was 
Rev. S. 0. Thorlakson. In charge of 
arrangements for the function were 
:\Ir. and Mrs. Johann Sorensen. 

;\frs. Bjorg Violet Isfeld of Win­
nipeg was presented with a life mem­
bership at the annual meeting in April 
of the l\fanitoba Registered Music 
Teachers' Association. Mrs. Isfeld is 
a former president of the association 
and of the Canadian Registered Music 
Teachers' Association. She is choir­
mistress and organist of the First Ice-
1,mdic Lutheran Church in Winnipeg. 
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