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Here is today’s ultimate in concert

hall listening for your own
home. It’s our Viking “Belleville,”

combining magnificent AM/FM high fidelity, stereophonic radio with a
high fidelity, stereophonic record player, in a cabinet worthy of the finest setting.

For realism of sound and beauty of design, here is the
top value in home entertainment today. See it, and the
other fine instruments in this exclusive line, at EATON’S now.
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BRIDGING THE OCEAN AND THE YEARS — Fru Déra Pérhallsdéttir, wife of His Excel-
lence Asgeir Asgeirsson the President of Iceland and Omar Seemundson., third generation
[celandic-Canadian.
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We Have Changed Our Name and Address from
HERCULES NET & TWINE CO.
HERCULES SMALLWARES CO

to

HERCULES SUPPLY LTD.

124 PRINCESS STREET WINNIPEG 2, MAN.

Phone 942.2417 — 942.2418

DISTRIBUTORS OF:

e COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES
® MARTIN SENOUR PAINTS
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MALLE!

Serving The West For 43 Years

119 AUTHORIZED DEALER STORES
72 RETAIL STORES
5 MAIL-ORDER WAREHOUSES

GENERAL OFFICES
1301 Ellice Avenue Phone SPruce 2-9561

3 STORES IN GREATER WINNIPEG
118—120 Higgins Avenue Phone WHitehall 2-8568
1415 Main Street, North Phone JUstice 6-6719
507—509 St. Mary's Rd. St. Vital Phone CHapel 7-2377
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OF YOUR SUGAR DOLLAR GOES TO

Manitoba Sugar Beet Growers

For every dollar spent on Manitoba sugar, 62% cents

are returned

to

the Manitoba farmerss. Over 900

beet growers are the backbone of a young and important
industry which produces over 60 million pounds of sugar.

The MANITOBA
SUGAR Co. Ltd.
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¢ Alcoholic drinks only?

e What if your guest has a drinking
problem?

e Or might become a problem
drinker?

| Never put anyone on the spot.

If you serve alcoholic drinks, serve
non-alcoholic drinks too.

¢
4

MANITOBA COMMITTEE ON ALCOHOL EDUCATION
116 EDMONTON STREET WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA

W
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IDUIFFY’S TAXI
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McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd.

since 1906

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL

“One Peice or a Carload”
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We welcome appointments as Co-
Executor with members of the

family with full knowledge that it
creates a personal relationship and
provides a family voice in management.

Montreal Trust has accumulated in its

preserVing seventy years of trust service a vast

store of experience in the successful

'a mlly administration of estates and is well
qualified to provide the technical skill

tradition B recicd by your executor.

A talk with one of our experienced trust
officers will aid you in developing an
estate plan to meet your wishes and

S
S
Montreal Trust Company

Notre Dame at Albert Street
....Winnipeg, Manitoba

C. LOWE H. T. MARTIN
Assistant General Manager Manager

provide a family voice in management.

Offices in Winnipeg Brandon & Ottawa
Affiliated offices "'--'-~ = Edmonton

Associates Architects & Engineers
I
222 Osborne Street North Winnipeg
m Green Blankstein Russell Associates
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EDITORIAL

A Possession For Ever
by WATSON KIRKCONNELL

It is ninety years since the first shipload of Icelandic settlers sailed from
Akureyri for Canada. During the nine decades that lie between the coming of
that historic ship and this present year of grace and peril, the Icelanders of Can-
ada have entered more and more fully into the life of the Dominion, both in war
and in peace. They have served as judges, army officers, cabinet ministers, univer-
sity professors, research scientists, and professional men of every sort. They have
been excellent farmers, fishermen, merchants and artisans. No one can deny
their achievements as Canadians.

Does this mean the silent disappearance of their thousand years of Scandi-
navian nationhood? Are they to be lost in the Canadian population even as the
mediaeval Greenlanders were absorbed into the Eskimo stock? In the operetta,
The Wizard of Oz, the Witch of the West shrinks in the magic cauldron until she
disappeared entirely. Is this the way our Icelanders are to end, “not with a bang
but a whimper”>

In the pioneer generation, the torch of the old tradition was held high.
“N¥yja Island” might cease to exist as an autonomous municipal unit, but poetry
and prose in the old mother-tongue continued as an enduring part of Icelandic
literature. Periodicals flourished and annual festivals persisted. To undergird
the children’s poud knowledge of the ancestral literature, the Jén Bjarnason
Academy was founded and a chair of Iceandic was set up, first in Wesley College
and then, after a silent lapse of many years, in the University of Manitoba proper.

The inexorable .process of attrition had gone on, however, and the second
and third generations had found themselves thinking and speaking in English.
In 1938, a group of these younger folk organized the “Icelandic Canadian Club”
to perpetuate Icelandic culture within the larger framework of a Canadian
consciousness. Four years later, this most literate of communities decided to
found an English-language quarterly in which contributions by its members
would cultivate good fellowship and an on-going awareness of one of the great-
est small nations in history. This was The Icelandic Canadian, of which Issue
No. 1 of Volume No. 1 appeared in the autumn of 1942. In Volume 1, No. 2, a
five-point summary of its aims added to the foregoing purposes the cultural en-
lightenment of the children of mixed marriages, a pride in Icelandic contribu-
tions to Canadian citizenship, and a desire to set the Icelandic-Canadian tra-
dition articulately before Canadians of other ethnic origins.

With the autumn issue of 1963, this valuable little periodical begins its
twenty-first volume, and every friend will wish to congratulate it in its year of
coming of age. Its files are not only a treasure of poetry and prose fiction, both
original and translated. Here are accumulations of the reminiscences of pioneers,
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historical glimpses into the Icelandic past, and a year by year record of the Can-
adian achievements of its kinfolk. Here are learned articles by Icelandic-Can-
adian scholars and scientists, some of them Fellows of the Royal Society. Here
are wise editorials, continuing to stress the enrichment of Canada’s life by the
survival of many cultural traditions, such as the Icelandic, within a single polit-
ical loyalty.

The founders of The Icelandic Canadian have done a great thing. While
recognizing the inevitability of merging their communal life in that of the na-
tion that their forefathers freely joined, they have consciously undertaken to
carry with them, in the language of English-speaking Canada, an enduring
knowledge of their people’s past. Rendered in these terms, there is no reason
why, in the minds and hearts of the joint sons of Canada and Iceland, the Ice-
landic tradition should not be a possession for ever.

IN THE EDITOR’S CONFIDENCE

The magazine staff regrets that there was a delay in the publication
of this number. Ample reasons could be given but perhaps the best
course to take is merely to state that the delay was caused by events
over which neither the Magazine Board nor the Printers had any

control.

Through reasons largely caused by the absence during the summer
of both the Chairman and the Secretary of the Canada-Iceland
Foundation and Icelandic Canadian Club Scholarship Committee
particulars of awards of scholarships this fall cannot be given until in
the next issue of the Magazine.

The Editors regret very much that they have been compelled to hold back
some excellent contributions until the next issue. The present normal size of the
magazine is 64 pages but the size of this issue has been increased to 68 pages.
The Board asks the indulgence of those whose contributions have to wait.
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ICELAND REVIEW

We have received a letter from the two editors of a new quarterly in the
English language, published in Reykjavik, called “Iceland Review”,. together
with a copy of the first number. This venture has much to commer}d it ar}d un-
doubtedly will open new channels. It will be the subject of an edlt'orlal in t.he
next issue of The Icelandic Canadian. The letter, in free transation into English

follows.

Dear Mr. Lindal:

We are enclosing the first number of “Iceland Review”, a
new quarterly in English about Iceland and Icelandic affairs. It
will deal with the way of life of the nation, markets and exports,
labour, the national economy, and also its literature and fine arts.

It is hoped that the quarterly will reach the many people out-
side of Iceland, who in one way or another have contacts in Ice-
land, and in that way the hand of friendship will cross oceans and
help develop trade and other relations.

We, who are behind this movement, are very anxious that the
quarterly reach the largest possible number of Icelanders and
their descendants in the West, and we hope that it will now and in
the future supply valuable information on leading events in Ice-
land as they unfold. For that reason we are writing to you asking
for advice and constructive suggestions.

Iceland Review operates in close co-operation with the Govern-
ment. It contemplates, as soon as the occasion presents itself, to
provide information about the Icelanders in the West and discuss
in some detail and with illustrations their contributions to good
citizenship and their achievements.

We hope that the magazine pleases you and that we will hear
from you on the first suitable occasion.

Yours very sincerely
Heimir Hannesson

Haraldur J. Hamar
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Meeting of the Island-Kanada Rad

Brief presented before it and its report

When the Canada-Iceland Foundation was established a corresponding
organization was formed in Iceland, called the “Island-Kanada Rd&”, under the
chairmanship of the Consul-General for Canada in Iceland, Hallgrimur F. Hall-
grimsson. I, as Chairman of the Canada-Iceland Foundation, being in Iceland
at the time, was asked to sit in at a meeting of the R43 held on June 20th, 1963.
At the meeting I presented a brief and after some discussions the R4d adjourned
to make its report. The brief, which is being published at the request of my
brother officers of the Canada-Iceland Foundation, follows, and then the Report

of the Island-Kanada R43.

THE BRIEF

Ever since the beginnings of im-
migration of Icelanders to America
they have shown a marked activity in
everything relating to our common
Icelandic heritage. This work has been
continuous up to this very day, at times
in organized form, at times more or
less spontaneous and unconcious. As
was inevitable, the content and es-
sentials of this process have constantly
changed—and to a very marked degree.

Is is unnecessary to go into details.
In any case lack of time prevents it.
All that need be done is to point out
the reasons and methods available,
which to the greatest extent appear
essential to preserve the Icelandic
language and provide reinforcement
to Icelandic culture in the West. At
the same time mention must be made
of the causes which made it inevitable
that what formerly occupied first place

W. J. Lindal

must now be given a secondary posi-
tion. The subject can be itemized
under headings.

1. The Language

During the first generation Iceland-
ic alone was the spoken language in
the homes. During the second gener-
ation English was steadily creeping in.
Much more so in the third generation
and then the inevitable result of the so
called “mixed marriages”, now over
809, became obvious in the social life
of the communities. Now in the fourth
generation, English is almost exclusive-
ly the language of the home. But even
so, the Icelandic spirit is still a vital
force.

2. The Churches

For many years the churches were
the focal points of Icelandic culture.
The sermons were in Icelandic and
church social activities were conducted
in the Icelandic language. Icelandic
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plays were put on. Now sermops are
preached almost always in English. In
the First Lutheran Church the even-
ing services are in Icelandic, attén.d'ed
by old people only, all other activities
in English. Occasionally sermons are
preached in the Unitarian Church 1in
Icelandic.

3. Newspapers

The record of newspaper publication
is excellent. The first paper was hand-
written, taken from house to house
and read aloud. During the first sixty
years all papers were in Icelandic and
widely read. Now there is one Ice-
landic weekly—Logberg-Heimskringla.
In it there are articles and even news
in English. The annual “Timarit” of
the Icelandic National League was
until the last issue exclusively in Ice-
landic; a change has been made and
that change will continue. A little over
twenty years ago The Icelandic Can-
adian was launched. .It is an Icelandic
quarterly but in the English language.
That may appear a paradox but in
essence is true. That quarterly demon-
strates that from now on there must
be papers and periodicals in both lan-
guages. Opinions may be divided as
to whether it is better to use both lan-
guages in the same publication or
keep each publication in the one lan-
guage or the other.

4. Societies

During the first two generations, all
organizations conducted their proceed-
ings in Icelandic but during the last
thirty years there has been a great
change.

In 1919 the Icelandic National
League was established. It is still all-
Icelandic as it should be.

Over a quarter of a century ago a
movement began to gain ground that
the English language would have to
be used in some of our Icelandic organ-

h

izations. Included were people of Ice-
landic descent who could not under-
stand Icelandic. The movement receiv-
ed more or less official status with
the organizing of The Icelandic Can-
adian Club in 1938. English only is
spoken in the Club and it was more
active last winter than ever before.

Both The Icelandic National League
and The Icelandic Canadian Club are
necessary organizations in our cultural
activities in Winnipeg.

»

5. Instruction in Icelandic

It can be truly said that instruction
in Icelandic began as soon as the pion-
eers settled in new districts or districts
already settled, and such instruction
has continued. But ince the year 1951
it has been on a new basis.

At first Icelandic was taught in the
homes, for a while in schools, then in
Wesley College, Winnipeg, and later
in the Jon Bjarnason Academy in Win-
nipeg. The Academy closed in 1940
and from 1940 to 1951 there was no of-
ficial place of instruction but from
time to time efforts were made to teach
Icelandic in Saturday schools.

Now it can be said that instruction
in Icelandic homes has ceased and,
with isolated exceptions, has ceased
everywhere except in the University of
Manitoba. The present Department of
Icelandic opened in 1951.

In retrospect it can be said that dur-
ing the first 75 years the Icelandic
homes laid the foundation for all our
cultural activities. As long as a strong
Icelandic sentiment existed in the
homes the weeklies were bought and
read and Icelandic organizations
flourished. The Icelandic National
League has been a vital force; societies
and publications using English as the
medium of expression were launched
and have endured.

Now the question may be asked: In

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 15

the future what will be the main foun-
tain head for development of the need-
ed enthusiasm and fervor; where will
the organizations and the publications
receive their inspiration when the time
comes when the older people will be
here no more? I am going to try to
answer those questions.

The main source of strength and
enthusiasm in all our Icelandic cultur-
al activities will in the future derive
from the Department of Icelandic in
the University of Manitoba and in
other universities where Icelandic is
taught, and it is hoped that they will
increase in number.

To see this most clearly all one needs
do is to anticipate who will be the
standard bearers for the guardianship
of our Icelandic heritage after ten or
twenty years. At the pesent time there
are many young people of Icelandic
descent who know little if any Iceland-
ic but are very enthusiastic about Ice-
landic affairs and in many cases are
very proud of being Icelandic, even
though only of the half blood or less.
But very few of these young people are
willing to take part in our social activ-
ities or interest themselves in subjects
vitally affecting our Icelandic heritage.
But students in the university who are
studying Icelandic or have attended
Icelandic lectures are quite ready to
enter into our Icelandic activities. This
has become clear in the interest shown
bv the students in Icelandic-Canadian
affairs But English must be used as the
medium of expression. That is a fact
and nothing is gained in refusing to
recognize it.

For that reason and without hesi-
tation I say that in the near future the
people who will provide the needed
leadership for the maintenance of our
cultural heritage, will be men and wo-
men who have acquired a university
education and in their under-graduate

vears have studied Icelandic and have
become inspired by the cultural wealth
it unfolds. These people will be the
leaders of tomorrow and will take hold
when those are gone who now shoulder
the responsibilities. This must not be
interpreted as a discouragement of pre-
sent activities. The purpose is the very
opposite. There merely will be a trans-
fer of leadership to these learned
people. Actually the only difference is
that in the past the Icelandic homes
gave birth to the driving force but in
the future departments of Icelandic
will primarily provide that force, creat-
ed both in the instruction given and
the studies themselves—something es-
sential if this service is to be main-
tained.

If this reasoning is sound then it be-
comes obvious that the main task that
lies ahead is to encourage the largest
possible number of university students
to study Icelandic. Here the reference
is not only to students of Icelandic des-
cent but students of any national or
ethnic origin.

In providing that encouragement it
is of prime importance to bear in mind
the close philological relationship be-
tween English and Icelandic. Most uni-
versity students select one foreign lan-
guage as a part of their undergraduate
studies. It is highly desirable that as
many university professors as possible
and indeed, parents of young people
whom they intend to send to a univer-
sity, know something about the innate
cultural value of the Icelandic lan-
guage and its relationship to English.

We, of the older generations, who
know how difficult it is to interest
people of the third generation to
participate to a subtantial degree in
our Icelandic activities, but at the
same time are becoming aware of the
interest and enthusiasm shown by Ice-
landic university students, especially
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those who are studying Icelandic, real-
ize that to a large extent this is be-
coming a question of finance. The
following are the chiel pressing re-
quirements.

1. Scholarships for students of un-
doubted promise, entering the univer-
sity who select Icelandic as an option
or who demonstrate an interest in
their Icelandic background.

2. Scholarships for students who
receive top marks in their Icelandic
studies.

.3. It is necessary to come to the as-
sistance of graduates who proceed to
Iceland to pursue postgraduate studies
in Icelandic. (The Department of Edu-
cation in Iceland does not pay the
travelling expenses of students to
whom they award fellowships).

4. To assist editors, poets, authors
and artists who desire to visit Iceland.

5. To support Logberg-Heims-
kringla, the Timarit and The Icelandic
Canadian and to assist in raising cap-
ital [unds for those purposes on the
basis that the capital investment be
not impaired.

6. To take needed steps to enable
the Canada-Iceland Foundation to
carry out its aims and objects.

Contributions can be made in two
ways.

a) Each member of the Canada-Ice-
land Foundation contributes $50.00 a
year.

b) To establish Funds on the basis
that principal cannot be touched. Up
to the present time $7500.00 have been
raised on that basis. The thought i«
that donors make contributions in
amounts they specify during periods
of time of five or ten years. All such
contributions to the Canada-Iceland
Foundation are income tax deductible

which means that contributions are de-
ducted before the net income is ascer-
tained for income tax purposes. This
makes a big difference because income
taxes are high in Canada.

The Executive Council of the Can-
ada-Iceland Foundation are of the
opinion that they should make haste
slowly. The Foundation was anxious
to see what progress was being made
in the Department of Icelandic. It is
a great pleasure to be able to announce
that the number of students taking
Icelandic has been steadily increasing.
At the present time there are distress-
ing restrictions in the University of
Manitoba which make it impossible
for some students to select Icelandic
as an option. We are assured that this
will be changed in the fall of 1964.

This year (1962-63) there were 15
students who either selected Icelandic
as an option or showed an interest by
attending general lectures given by the
Professor on Icelandic cultural sub-
jects. (For the coming vear the num-
ber is already close to 20).

Everything seems to point out that
the time has come when the Executive
Council should seriously consider open-
ing a campaign [or raising capital
funds or obtaining committals for
capital contributions. If this campaign
to raise funds is to succeed it is neces-
sary that the Foundation have the sup-
port and goodwill of all Icelanders,
those in Iceland no less than those in
the West. Mv mission is not to ask for
financial assistance but it would be of
great help to the Foundation if the Is-
land-Kanada R4d favoured this move
and concurred in the view that the
time has come when it has become
necessary to establish such capital
funds in order that our undertakings
in the West in furtherance of the Ice-
landic cause may continue.
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REPORT FROM ISLAND-KANADA RAD

to the Canada-Iceland Foundation

Reykjavik, June 25, 1963

Judge Walter J. Lindal,
Winnipeg

Dear Colleague (landi):

In this report we would like to record
some of the topics which came up for
discussion on June 20, last, when we
had the pleasure of your presence at
one of our meetings. In the first place
we regard this report as a briel greet-
ing from Island-Kanada R&3 to your
colleagues in  the Canada-Iceland
Foundation, with whom we have not
had the opportunity of a personal dis-
cussion.

We see no reason for an elaboration
at this time on the various activities
ol Vestur-Islendingar in the [ield of
our common interests. We prefer to
approach the pertinent question di-
rect: what is the attitude of the people
of Iceland, the old homeland, towards
the vounger generations of Icelandic
descent in North America, who know
little or no Icelandic but vet are con-
scious of their origin and for that
reason have an alfection for Iceland
and the Icelandic people. If these kin
of ours believe that the people of the
Motherland feel that the only bond be-
tween the two is the language, their
view is based upon a complete mis-
understanding. Two facts must be clear
to every man of understanding. Ice-
landic cannot continue to be the
Mother-language of the young gener-

oo
ations as in the case of the older ones,

and those who speak or even under-
stand the language will become fewer
and fewer as the years go by. Second-
ly. these descendants of the settlers are
primarily Canadians and citizens of the
United States, and a duty falls upon
them of becoming good citizens of their
homelands, the fosterlands of their fa-
thers. Icelanders certainlv make the
same demands upon the children and
descendants of foreigrers who become
Icelandic citizens.

Nevertheless, there are good grounds
for cooperation between these voung
generations and Icelanders of the old
Motherland. As matters stand, the
Canada-Iceland Foundation has an
important duty to discharge for the
future in this field of work.

We hope that more and more of
these young people, who speak only
English, will [ind it possible to visit
Iceland, with pleasure and profit and
a wider knowledge which we both will
share. Communications have become
easy and if thev decide to see the “Old
Country” they must bear in mind that
knowledge of English is fairly general
in Iceland, and increases from year
to year. On the other hand thev can
do much to make Iceland known and
they can be ambassadors of goodwill
in the west for the people of Iceland,
and in that respect, because of their
better command of the English lan-
guage, thev have an advantage over
the first generation.

Finally, it is our view, and some-
thing we deem of great importance,
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that in disseminating the best to be
found in Icelandic thought and way
of life, they are enriching the cultural
life in what is now their native land.

To touch upon a related subject, we
desire to select the one which is upper-
most in our minds—the Chair in Ice-
landic in the University of Manitoba.
The establishment of that chair was
one of the most complex of the ac-
complishments of the older generation
—something which will redound to
their everlasting glory.

That institution was nevertheless
only the beginning and more has to
be done and in a wider field. It may
be that Canadians, in general, are not
fully aware that up to the present
time, their universities, in their ap-
proach to Icelandic studies, are far be-
hind universities in Britain and in
some of the countries of the Common-
wealth, notably Australia, where the
influence of Icelandic immigrants was
not a factor. In Britain, and also in
Australia, instruction in Icelandic stu-
dies has been given in association with
English studies, and only then have
they provided just rewards.

The Icelandic language, as a uni-
versal subject for English-speaking na-
tions, has three points of merit which
cannot be challenged. Through Ice-
landic a person can acquire all need-
ed knowledge of the original develop-
ment of the Germanic languages, in-
cluding English, which can be learned
from Gothic and Anglo-Saxon, the
ancient languages which at present are
being studied for that purpose. In the
Gothic language, however, there is
extant only a fragment of a translation
of the Bible and few Anglo-Saxon
books are read except for philological
purposes, but in Icelandic there is
much classic literature, which, a man
of letters of the stature of Gilbert Mur-
ray, to name only one, has said is “in

some respects the equal of the highest
quality Hebrew and Greek literature”.
A more lofty parallel could not be
drawn. Finally, it is of inestimable
value that Icelandic is both an ancient
language and a living tongue, which
can with equal ease be learned from
books or from the spoken language of
the people. For that reason the chair
in Icelandic in Winnipeg, which at all
times will be filled by a native Ice-
lander, automatically becomes the
centre of these studies in Canada, and,
as time passes on, even in all of North
America. There is nothing which
people of Icelandic descent in Canada
can, in their joint efforts accomplish,
which, in our view, is more useful and
more urgent than to provide all pos-
sible support to that department and
what flourishes around it. This is clear
from every point of view.

Among possible questions for discus-
sion there are two we wish to suggest
for your conideration. It would be to
the definite advantage of the promis-
ing young man, who now occupies the
chair, to spend some time in England
for the purpose of becoming thorough-
ly acquainted with the system of in-
struction in universities over there
and acquire a knewledge of how Ice-
landic Studies are associated with
Departments of English. Secondly, if
the University of Manitoba would in-
vite a professor from an English uni-
versity to come to Canada and deliver

lectures in Icelandic language and.

literature, that would, perhaps in the
most forceful way, bring home to Can-
adian people the value placed upon
Icelandic studies in universities in the
Motherland of the English language.
Would it be possible to obtain British
assistance for such purposes?

It is most obvious that here in Ice-
land a duty rests upon the Govern-
ment and the University to provide as-
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sistance at all times to enable clever
and ambitious students, from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, to advance their
Icelandic studies in Iceland, whether
they are of Icelandic descent or not.

Such assistance could be made by way
of scholarships to those who excel.

Other phases of this subject could be
discussed if this report had not already
been extended to a greater length than
had been intended.

One subject must, however, be add-
ed—if only to emphasize what already
has been said. We do so because we
regard it of prime importance. The
movement towards the use of English
about twenty-five years ago, originated
by people of Icelandic descent, some of

ARMANN SNZVARR
Rector (President), University of Iceland

GYLFI p. GISLASON,
Minister of Education

SIGURBUR NORDAL, Ph.D.
Professor

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON,
Minister of Justire

whom speak only English, is still
relatively young and not as well known
in Iceland as it should be. But factors
are present in that movement which
can enable it to live and prosper long-
er than any other institution for the
maintenance of the Icelandic heritage
in North America. Icelanders have
reason to be grateful that this move-
ment was launched at the right time,
before it was too late. In conclusion
we wish to thank you, Walter, for your
part in the steps thus taken, for your
visit to Iceland, and your informative
presentation of the subject, and we
wish the Canada-Iceland Foundation
good fortune and success in the im-
pertant and significant work it has
undertaken.

HALLGRIMUR F. HALLGRIMSSON,
Manager and Chairman
VILHJALMUR POR,

Bank Manager

GUBMUNDUR VILHJALMSSON, i
mmediate Past Manager,

Icelandic Steamship Lines

SIGURBJORN EINARSSON,

Rishop of Iceland
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The New Cathedral at Skalholt

by VALDIMAR ]J. EYLANDS

=
-

The New Skal

Sunday, July 2Ist, 1963, will go into
the annals of Icelandic Church history
as one of its epoch making dates. On
that day, the new church at Skélhf)lt,
which has been under construction
since 1956, was dedicated at a simple,
and yet very impressive ceremony. The
Service was conducted by the Bishop of
Iceland, The Right Reverend Sigur-
bjorn Einarsson, D.D., with the assist-
amce of local and foreign church lead-

-
Bl

holt Cathedral

ers who had been invited. The dedica-
tion of this church was not merely a
matter of Jocal interest, but was con-
sidered an event of national import-
ance unprecedented in this century.
For several weeks the press and radio
had publicized the event with great en-
thusiasm. The completion of this
church building was spoken ol as an
event of national pride. as an outstand-
ing achievement, as a fulfillment of
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long cherished dreams, as a removal of
a dark cloud which for a century and a
half had enshrouded this famous place,
as a token of new progress and spir-
itual reawakening among the people.

In an age characterized by gross ma-
terialism,it is difficult, at least for a
foreign visitor, to understand this en-
thusiasm of a whole nation over the
building of a church, far in the in-
terior of the country. The general
interest in the place and the event be-
comes understandable only in the light
of Iceland’s past history, and of the
fond and hallowed memories connect-
ed with the ancient bishopric of Skal-
holt. During the many centuries when
the Icelanders were mainly a rural
people, Skdlholt was the virtual capital
of Iceland, the very centre of its cul-
tural and intellectual life. Fortyfive
bishops had resided at this place, from
10536 to 1802, thirty-two of whom were
Roman Catholic, and thirteen Luther-
an. Many of those men were not only
bishops, in the modern sense of the
word, but they were practically kings
of the nation, and the chief promoters
of its intellectual and cultural life.

Several of them were also great
patriots, devoted in their efforts to
create and maintain a distinctive na-
tional spirit. They were also scholars
and educators. They maintained a
seminary at the place for the training
of the clergy. To this day, the Iceland-
ic nation is best known for its ancient
literature, produced in the 13th and
14th centuries. These were mainly
poetic and historic writings, which
contain the only available records of
the early life and culture of the
Scandinavian peoples. It is sometimes
held that the ancient literary product
of Iceland is basically heathen in orig-
in and spirit, and that the church
could not possibly have had anything
to do with it. The fact remains, how-

ever, that this literature was preserved
and perpetuated by Christian men,
priests, monks and ministers, many of
them educated at the cathedral schoo!
at Skalholt, and that they thus crystal-
lized the language in written form for
their own and future generations.

Space will allow only the mere men-
tion of some of the outstanding leaders
who made this place famous. There
were Gissur and TIsleifur, father and
son, pioneer bishops, (956-1118) who
laid the foundations for the life of the
church. There is Thorldkur, the Saint,
(1178-1193) who because of his unself-
ish and consecrated life, and the post-
humous miracles attributed to him is
commemorated by two days in the Ice-
landic calendar to this day, December
23rd, and July 20th (Porliksmessur).
There was Gissur Einarsson, (1540-
1548), the first Lutheran bishop, who
was responsible for that immortal
masterpiece, the first translation of the
New Testament into Icelandic. There
was Brynjolfur Sveinsson, (1639-1674)
a colorful and yet tragic figure, a great
scholar, a writer of many books, and
the architect of the last cathedral of
Skdlholt. It was he who “gave” che
Danish king many of the most precious
manuscripts of Iceland, at his sugges-
tion. But a royal suggestion in those
days was equivalent to a command.
In recent years the Icelandic people
have demanded the return of these
manuscripts; many of them have al-
ready been returned, while the matter
is being hotly debated both in Reykja-
vik and Copenhagen. But no blame is
attached to Bishop Brynjolfur in this
connection, he is still considered as
one of the great men who have oc-
cupied the bishopric of Skalholt. There
was Jon Vidalin,, (1698-1720), the un-
disputed prince among Iceland’s pul-
pit orators. His collection of sermons,
originally prepared for and delivered
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in the pulpit of the Skalholt cathedral,
was read in almost every home in Ice-
land for centuries, and has been print-
ed in fourteen editions, the last edition
being published in 1945. It stands to
this day, alongside of Hallgrimur
Petursson’s Passion Hymns, as one of
the classics of Icelandic religious liter-
ature. Toward the close of the eight-
eenth century, Skdlholt was occupied
by such men as Finnur Joénsson and
Hannes Finnsson, both of them emin-
ent scholars and writers.

But institutions, no less than the
men who create and maintain them,
have their golden age, their decline
and dissolution. Skdlholt endured
many tribulations, and was finally
abandoned as bishopric in 1785. This
was due to a combination of mis-
fortunes, such as plague, fire, earth-
quake, the diminished number of
people living in the region, and for-
eign political oppression. The Danish
king decreed that the bishop of Ice-
land should henceforth reside in
Reykjavik, and the school was eventu-
ally also moved to the emerging cap-
ital. After eight hundred and fortv
years of religious and intellectual
leadership, Skalholt became an insign-
ificant and neglected place, holding
only memories of a glorious past. This
condition prevailed for a century and a
half. Skdlholt was lost, but not for-
gotten.

In recent decades the Icelandic
peolpe have enjoyed material prosper-
ity unparalleled at any previous time
in their history. This has stimulated
much cultural and intellectual activ-
ity. There has been a resurgence of
interest in the history of the past, and
an effort to link its lessons with the
present. Thus many historic sites have
been restored and renovated, includ-
ing several churches. Naturally, Skal-
holt came up in this renaissance. Sev-
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eral influential men felt that the
deterioration and neglect of this hi-
storic place was intolerable, and that
it was a matter of national pride as
well as the sacred duty of the whole na-
tion to join hands and hearts in a re-
construction effort and restore the
estate to at least a measure of its
former importance and influence in
the life of the people. Public opinion
was aroused, funds collected, plans
were drawn, and finally the corner
stone of the new church was laid in
1956. And now the church stands there,
magnificent and beautiful in its sim-
plicity, a national shrine, a monument,
not only to the skill of a talented
architect, but also to the hard work,
the sacrifices, the generosity, and the
prayers of the nation. On the photo-
graph accompanying this article Bish-
op Sigurbjorn Einarsson is seen, open-
ing the gate that leads to Skdlholt, that
those who would enter might do so.
This indicates not only the Bishop’s
humility, but it is a symbolic act as
well. He advocated the restoration of
Skalholt long before he became bish-
op. In 1948-49 he organized the Skal-
holt Association, dedicated to the pro-
motion of the project. On July
21st he had the distinctive pleasure, in
his capacity as Bishop, of literally
opening the gate to a new Skilholt,
that the whole nation might enter,
drawing from the wells of its rich hi-
story, and praying that great blessings
may yet emanate from this hallowed
spot for the present and future genecr-
ations of his people. .

The festival of the dedication had
been prepared with painstaking care.
Every detail was arranged, and every
emergency seemed to be anticipated.
Apart from the Bishop himself, Prof.
Magnis Mar Larusson, the Chairman
of the Building Committee, and Prof.
Poérir Kr. PoOrdarson, Ph.D., the Chair-
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man of the Committee on arrange-
ments had spent a great deal of time
preparing for the event. A large choir
had been trained, a new pipe organ, a
gift from Denmark, had been installed,
trumpeters had been secured, and men
trained to ring the many great bells
in the church tower. Radio transmit-
ters were in place, as well as a tele-
tvpe machine, and television cameras.
The dedication of this church assumed
international proportions. Several for-
eign guests had been invited, includ-
ing bishops from all the Scandinavian
countries, and the writer of this article,
who was invited as the unofficial
representative of Lutheran Icelanders
in America. In spite of rather unfavor-
able weather in the early hours of the
day, it was estimated that between five
and six thousand people were present
to attend, or witness this service. Only
about four hundred of these could ®e
admitted to the church, but every one
on the premises could hear the ser-
vice through the amplification system.
Shortly before the service commenced,
the sun broke through the heavy rain
clouds and shone brightly on the new
church. This was considered a good
omen and a bendediction from on high
upon the day and the event.

Shortly after 10:00 a.m., the Pres-
ident of Iceland, His Excellency Asgeir
Asgeirsson, and his entourage, entered
the church, amid the tolling of bells.
the thunder of the organ and the blow-
ing of trumpets. Members of the Cab
inet, and foreign ambassadors follow-
ed, and all took their seats in assigned
places. The clerical procession was
formed in the Administration Build-
ing, a short distance from the Church.
consisting of some eighty clergymen
in their customary black gowns and
ruffs. The procession was followed by
the bishops in their resplendent vest-
ments, with the Bishop of Iceland lead-

ing them and assisting clergy to the
altar where they took their seats in
the chancel. Following the rite of dedi-
cation conducted by the Bishop from
the alter, the Holy Communion was
administered to a number of the clergy
with the assistance of the local min-
ister, The Rev. Gudmundur Oli Olafs-
son. At the close of the service. a lectern
was placed on the chancel floor. The
President of Iceland approached the
lectern and delivered a beautiful ad-
dress in which he emphasized the im-
portance of Skilholt to the people of
Iceland and expressed his joy at its
restoration.  Bjarni  Benediktsson.
LL.D., the Minister of Church Affairs,
then gave an address in which he
formally delivered the estate of Skdl-
holt, with its buildings and equipment
to the Church of Iceland, for owner-
ship, management and maintenance.

Bishop Einarsson responded ap-
propriately as he accepted the estate
on behalf of the Church. He also
thanked the foreign visitors for their
attendance, and their assistance at the
service, speaking in four languages
with equal facility. Addressing a few
words in his native tongue to the Ice-
landers in America, he made the
gracious observation: “Peir eiga allt
med okkur.” (They have everything
in common with us). Yet their invited
representatives brought no gifts, only
words.

The Service lasted for two hours
and a half, and was, by common con-
sent, profoundly impressive. The
Choir music, under the direction of
Dr. Robert Ottoson, was particularly
lovely. The rich, strong tenor voice
of The Rev. Hjalti Gu8mundson,
formerly of Mountain, North Dakota,
was outstanding in his solo parts.

At three o’clock in the afternoon,
another very impressive service was
conducted in the Church in the pres-
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ence of a capacity audience. The ever
popular Rev. Dr. Bjarni Jénsson, of
Reykjavik, served at the altar, while
the, parish minister, Rev. Olafsson
preached the sermon. Several children
were baptized at this service, includ-
ing one named Ragnheidur, after the
famous daughter of Bishop Brynjélfur,
of the same name.

Following the former service a
sumptuous dinner was served at Ara-
tinga, some distance away. After din-
ner and the latter service, a special
outdoor gathering took place on a hill
adjacent to Skalholt, a short distance
from the Church. At this time Bishop
Einarsson turned the sod for the build-
ing of a school which is to be erected
there in the near future. The Rev.
Harald Hope, a clergyman [rom Nor-
way, a great friend and admirer of the
Icelandic people, presented the Bish-
op with a cheque in the amount ol
200,000 Norwegian krénur for the
school project, so that ‘“they might
have something to begin with,” as he
expressed it. The Scandinavian nations,
both organizations and individuals
have given Skilholt many valuable
¢ifts, such as the church bells, the pipe
organ, a baptismal font, art windows.
chancel chairs, and other furniture.
Additional gifts were announced at a
banquet in the Independence Hall in
Reykjavik, sponsored by the Ministry
of Church Affairs. One elderly couple
in Winnpieg, Mr. and Mrs. August

Lyolfsson, sent a personal donation of

$500.60..
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A new chapter is being written in
the history of Skdlholt. Much discus-
sion has taken place as to its future
disposition. A committee, headed by
the Bishop, responsible for future
management of the estate, decided at
a recent meeting to make the place a
“general cultural centre, a power sta-
tion in the Christian life of the na-
tion”. To this end, it is proposed to
build there a secondary level high
school, with a curriculum apart from
the regular school system. The school
is to be patterned after similar schools
in other parts of Scandinavia. Even-
tually it is hoped that a Christian col-
lege will be erected there, as well as
a postgraduate school for pastors, and
a Youth Centre.

We, Icelanders in North America,
have received many blessings from the
religious and cultural heritage which
has emanated from Skdlholt in the
past. This has been transmitted [rom
our [orelathers unto the third and
lourth generations among us. Now that
this spirit is being revived at its vem
source, we should not only pray that
it may permeate our brethren in Ice-
land, in this and future generations,
we should unite our efforts and make
a concrete contribution as an ethnic
group, to this national shrine of our
f[athers and [riends, a lasting monu-
ment, and a worthy expression of our
eoratitude for the heritage which we
have freely received.
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Miss Elin Josephson

A recipient of the Government of
Iccland Fellowship lor post-graduate
studics in [celand at the University ol
Iceland, Miss Elin Josephson, left Win-
nipeg in the early hours of Thursday,
Sept. 19, by T.C.A. to [ly to Iceland
the same day by Icelandic .\ir Lines
—Lofltleidir.  Niss  Josephson, who
will be 22 years old in October has had
a distinguished career both as a stu-
dent at the University ol Manitoba an.d
as a pianist.

Shie was born in Gienboro, Mani-
toba. Oct. 25, 1911, the daughter o!
Arni and Laura Josephson both ol
whom are children ol well known [am-
ilies in the district. Arni is the son of
Arni Sigfusson Josephson and Olina
Sigridur (Jonasdottir) Josephson, who
moved to Glenboro [reom Minnesota in

1920. Arni  was from the east
fjords of Iceland and his wife from
Bardardalur in northern Iceland.
Their home, Maplehurst, was one of
the show places of the Glenboro
District and their hospitality renown-
ed. Laura is the daughter of Gudni
Julius and Kristin (Tomasdottir) Ole-
son, the former from the east fjords
of Iceland and the latter born at Holar
in Hjaltadalur. “Julli” was the most
prominent member ol the Glenboro
community [or at least 38 years and
the leader in civic and religious alfairs.
It is therelore not surprising that both
ol Elin’s parents have inhcerited some
ol the admirable qualities ol their par-
ents and that this has been passed on
to Elin and her older sister Kristin
who is a Universitv graduate and a
librarian with the Winnipeg Public
Library.

Elin's father Arni has had a most suc-
cessful career with the Nonarch Lile
Assurance Company and is now man-
ager of the Brandon Branch of this
firm. Previous to assuming this post
he was extremely active in civie and
especially church activities in Glenboro
and his wife Laura was one of the most
devoted  workers lor the  Lutheran
church there.

Elin was brought up in an atmos-
phere where both cultural and religi
ous values were appreciated. She re-
ceived her primary and sccondary edu-
cation at Glenboro. In addition she
studied music from an early age and
received an excellent grounding in this
under the instruction of the very fine
pianist Peter Johnson, the son of one
of the pioneers of the Argyle district.
Thorsteinn 4 Hodlmi, and later under



26 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

Autumn 1963

a luncheon in Elin’s honour on Satur-
day, September 14th at the Charter-
house. At this time she was congrat-
ulated by the chairman, Hon. Walter
Lindal, Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson, Dr.
Meredith Robinson, Professor Harald-
ur Bessason and Aleck Thorarinson,
Treasurer of the Foundation who pre-
sented her with the bursary from the
Foundation. Two students in Icelandic
at the University spoke for the other
Icelandic students and offered their
congratulations. These were Miss Joan
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Sigurdson and Timothy Samson, B.A,
who is at present studying law and i«
the son of former alderman Jén V.
Samson. Later all guests at the recep-
tion informally congratulated Elin,
who had in a charming and unassum-
ing manner thanked all present for
their kindness to her.

We feel no hesitation in predicting
that Elin will find her stay in Iceland
very pleasant and that she will be a
most gracious representative of the
young Icelanders in Canada —E. O.

Standing left to right: TIMOTHY SAMSON, B.A., 1st year Law student, PROF. HARALDUR
BESSASON, Professor of Icelandic Language and Literature; LINDA SIGURDSON, Arts II.;
HON. W. J. LINDAL, Chairman, Canada-Iceland Foundation, SHIRLEY UNA BJARNASON,
Arts 1I; DR. J. M. ROBINSON, University Awards Officer; PAULA JONASON, Arts II.;, DR.

P. H  T. THORLAKSON, Vice-Chairman, Canada-Iceland Foundation.

Sitting: MELINDA BARDAL, Arts 11.;, ELIN JOSEPHSON, recipient of the Fellowship from
the Government of Iceland; JOAN SIGURDSON, Arts II.

Mrs. Willa Rutherford who has done
so much for the furtherance of musical
appreciation in Glenboro.

Following high school Elin entered
the University of Manitoba with three
scholarships, an Isbister, a Gudrun
Norman, and a Queen Elizabeth. Her
progress at the University proved equal
to that of her high school attainments
and her studies of Icelandic, was more
than objective learning under such an
inspiring and talented teacher as Pro-
fessor Haraldur Bessason. Under his
tutelage she aquired an abiding love
for Icelandic language and literature
which has now resulted in her being
awarded the Government of Iceland
Scholarship.

During her University studies the
Canada-Iceland Foundation awarded
her a scholarship of $200.00 for the
highest standing in third year Iceland-
ic and the Foundation has now made
her a grant of $200.00 to defray part of
the expenses of her trip to Iceland.

Throughout her academic career
Iilin has taken a very keen interest in
all  extra-curricular activities. She
served on the Glenboro High Schooi
Council from grades IX—XI, and was
recording secretary of Varsity Arts Stu-
dent Council in her fourth year at the
University. Before that she was Sun-
dav School organist at Glenboro from
1056—59 and a member of the church
choir. She has always had a very active
interest in sports—an interest under-
standal:le as her father had an inborn
aptitude for sports and has won several
awards in goll.

In addition to her academic studies
I2lin has kept up her interest in music.
While in Winnipeg she studied the
piano under Snjolaug Sigurdson's bril-
lant guidance and she holds an A.R.
T.C. diplema as teacher and solo per-
former which in itsell is a tribute to
vlin’s virtuosity.

Prior to her departure the Iceland-
Canula Foundation very fittingly held

FROM

d()eaued and c()ettew

by the late BALDUR JONSSON

LEAF THE SECOND
O®N READING

When we want to measure the thickness of a hair or the diameter of a
distant sun we use instruments so marvellously accurate, that the man skilled
in their use publishes the results of his labor with the happy knowledge that he
has established truths that stand on firmer foundations than the Alps, and can-
not be removed even by the faith that removes mountains. I once thought
that a reader could by sheer force of intellectual activity construct a scale that
he might apply to any bit of fiction or poetry and thus at a glance measure its
worth and throw out what was found wanting. — This was when I was trying
hard to qualify as a professional cynic. The amateur idler (there are no profes-
sionals) soon finds the better way, and learns to live with the men and women
he meets with in his reading, to invite them to his hearth and take some to his
bosom. And happy is the man who has learned to make the selection of his
lighter reading an affair of the heart. — Not that the scribblers and book-makers
fare better at his judgement scat; for few possess the genius to create, to a
bookful of people, even one character, who is real enough, either in his weakness
or his strength, in his grief or his joy, to appeal to the heart.

It is more than a year since I last read “The Mill on the Floss,” and I hope
soon to read it again. But I can imagine someone asking me what woman that I
have met I know best. I might just possibly be found in a mood so prosaic and
matter of fact as to prevent me from telling the truth; but barring that accident,
I should unhesitatingly say Maggie Tulliver.
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TOASYT TO CANAIDA

delivered by ERLINGUR EGGERTSON, Winnipeg, at the Icelandic Day Celebration

at Gimli, Manitoba, August 5th, 1963

“Hvad er svo glatt, sem gdé0ra vina fundur,
Er gleSin skin 4 vonarhyrri bra.”

Icelandic Canadians have gathered
here for about seventy-five years to pay
tribute to the old country and to Can-
ada. In our celebrations we have look-
ed to the past and to the land of our
origin, telling of the nobler virtues
and characteristics associated with the
Icelandic tradition. We have told of
the love of learning and of poetry and
of the strong sense of honesty and of
fair dealing which is a legend with our
people. These are impressive character-
istics and virtues: the pursuit of learn-
ing even for its own sake, the desire to
be honest with all men and with one’s
self, even if there is no profit in this
sell honesty.

In recounting these virtues and char-
acteristics from our background it is
inevitable that we look back to Ice-
land and we can hardly be blamed i
we grow a little misty-eyed about Ice-
land under these circumstances. It is
well to temper this misty-eyed wview
of Iceland and its traditions with the
blunt fact that our forefathers came
to this country because there was nc
opportunity for them in their home-
land and because Canada was the land
of promise and hope. And a land of
promise and hope it has proved to be.
The Icelandic Canadian has prospered
in this land and has had the opportun-
ity to achieve great things. He has
become a Canadian. .

Is it worthwhile to recount these
noble virtues and characteristics? I for
one believe it is. We should cherish

our good and noble traditions. One
reason the Icelandic Canadians have
never felt like an oppressed minority
is that they have always had pride in
their traditions and in their ac-
complishments. Let us hope this will
always be so.

Also, we can hardly forget that we
are living in a troubled age. Any con-
trubution we can make toward em-
phasizing the importance of strong
and stabilizing virtues is a worthwhile
contribution in this shifting and un-
certain world. This is particularly true
with regard to our young people. It is
important that they should realize
that a love of learning and of honesty
is no new discovery but that it is a
noble tradition of their ancestors. This
realization can only make them better
citizens of Canada, their native land.

One point that does concern me is
the future of the Icelandic language
in Canada. My views on this subject
arise out of a year of intensive, but
not too successful, study of Icelandic.
I studied with very fine teachers for
whom I have a great respect and I
wish to make it clear that my com-
ments are not intended as a criticism
of them.

The Icelandic language is admii-
tedly the only medium by which the
glories of Icelandic literature and
poetry can be appreciated to the full.
The question is, does Icelandic have
a place in Canada or is it doomed to
be a dying tongue in this land?

I don’t think anyone would serious-

ly advocate Icelandic as the third of-
ficial language of Canada. It is prob-
ably one of the most difficult languages
for a beginner to learn. Those who
speak it in this country have generallv
learned it at their mother’s knee and
in this painless way have acquired @
basic knowledge of the tongue. I feel
that those who have learned the lan-
guage in this way tend to forget or be
unconscious of the dilliculties which
an English speaking learner would en-
counter. Indeed I believe the general
attitude is one ol resignation to the
beliel that the language is too dil-
ficuit to ever become popular. I recall
a comment which was made to me
when I expressed some concern about
the difficulty of the language. I believe
it sums up the atitude ol a great num-
ber of Icelandic speaking Canadians.
That comment was: “Don’t blame the
sca 1f the birds can’t swim.” I admit
there is a great deal of truth in this
w1+ . What did impress me however
was that the comment was cominy
fromw wre who had known the language
since childhood to one who was learn-
ing it without this advantage.
[celandic is not catching on like
wiidtire among the young people.
One reason for this is undoubtedly its
diftic =, T feel though that there
m: e an increasing awareness of
the  dilficulties which the language
presents, not to an Icelander, but to
an Inglish speaking beginner, il there
is cver to be any significant addition
to the ranks of the Icelandic speaking
in Cuanada.
. a person can embark
Ol Ly German. He can pur
chase any one ol many good primers
and . :ienaries which have been pre-
pared for English speaking beginners.
With help on his pronunciation he
can achieve very good progress in a
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vear’s time. It is admittedly an easier
language than Icelandic but the point
[ wish to make is that there is no short-
age of good learning material.

When one attempts to learn Ice-
landic his choice of learning material
is restricted. For textbooks he has a
choice ol two: either Snabjérn Jons-
son’s Primer or Stefdn Einarsson's
Grammar. While each of these texts
is good in its own way, both take it
for granted the student will either
have a sense of the language or that
he will have a teacher by his side. This
is an impossible oulook for a begin-
ner’s text. There is a difficulty in the
classification of the nouns. pronouns
and verbs which is found in Icelandic
to a greater extent than it is in other
languages. Because of this difficulty
there 1s a great need for clear and [ull
gutdes to the classification of all the
linguistic material presented. I fecl
neither of these two text books give
as much assistance in this regard as is
necessarv.

I'or dictionaries the student has real-
iv onlv one choice: Zoega’s two volume
dictionary. This has the same fault as
the textbooks: it presupposes a know-
'edge ol the language and gives the
student no appreciable help in classify-
ing the nouns, pronouns and verbs
into their proper categorics.

toun sa v+ osav that from the stand-
point ol the E  lish speaking begin-
ner, there is no beginner’s book in
teelandic and there is no dictionary
of the Tceiandic language which is com-
sarable to those available [or other
anguages. You then have the situation
ol @ multitude of fine beginner's texts
and good dictionaries [or relatively
casv languages and a scarcity of good
beginner’s texts and  dictionaries for
the more diflicult Icelandic. This is a
shame and I feel it is a matter requir-
ing attention if the Icelandic languagez

H
1
i
1
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is to remain alive here in the years
to come, if the literature of Iceland is
to be something more than so many
bound volumes in a library.

It has been the dream of the older
Icelandic Canadian for years to sec
the Icelandic language survive in Can-
ada at least to the extent that the Ice-
landic literature will be read. If this
dream is ever to be realized two things
will have to change. Firstly, we will
have to lose the conviction that Ice-
landic is bound to die on this side of
the water. Secondly, we will have to
tackle the task of [urnishing better
tools for the learning of the language.
This is a problem that affects us as
Icelandic Canadians and that only we
can fully appreciate and solve.

I know [ull well that it is a problem
which will not excite great numbers
with enthusiasmm for 1its solution. I
mention it here because I feel it would
be a pity if the Icelandic language
were to become an academic exercise
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in Canada. The culture of Canada
would be poorer if the Icelandic lan-
guage were to be removed [rom its
cultural mosaic.

I thercfore propose this toast to Can-
ada, to the true north strong and free,
to our country for which we have such
love and the strongest loyalty. I pro-
pose it with the hope that something
will be done to remedy the problem I
have mentioned, so that those of us
who speak little or no Icelandic mav,
il we desire, embark on the study of
Icelandic, conflident that all that is
possible has been done to organize the
presentation of the language from the
standpoint of the English speaking be-
ginner. It is a grand task and not an
casy one, but it is one that should
challenge those of you who are anxious
to keep alive or spread the Icelandic
language so that the magnilicent liter-
ature of Iceland may always be a living

literature on this continent.

Kris Thorsteinson Appointed

Kris J. Thorsteinson of Brandon, is
one of eight men selected to serve as
members ol the newly established
Manitoba Design Institute, according
to an announcement by Hon. Gurney
Evans, Minister of Industry and Com-
merce. Creation of the Institute is an-
other step forward in the program to
find 75,000 new jobs for Manitobans
by 1975.

Institute members were drawn [rom
the [ields of organized labour, industry,
business, architecture, advertising and
engineering.

Mr. Thorsteinson is public relations
director Consumers’ Cooperatives, Dist-
rict No. 3, with headequarters at Bran-

to Manitoba Design Institute

don. He was born in Lundar, Man. in
1911 and between 1985 and 1947 he
served the Hudson Bay Mining and
Smelting Co. and then became Clerk
ol the Countv Court in Minnedosa
where Hon. W. ]J. Lindal was judge.
He resigned from that office to join
the Consumers’ Cooperative and with
the exception of a short time when he
was with the Minn-Toba Industries of
Minnedosa Kris has been with the
Consumers’ Cooperative District No.
4. Part of his duties consists of direct-
ing and participating in a weekly TV
show [rom the Brandon station.

Kris Thorsteinson is married and
has three children.
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JON K. LAXDAL:

A VISIT TO ICELAND

The Iceiandic Canadian Club has
undertaken and  sponsored manv
worthwhile activities since its found-
ing twenty two years ago. The climax
to one of its most active years ol oper-
ation was the sponsorship of a group
flight to Iceland for almost fortv of
its :nembers. This contingent left Win-
nipeg for Toronto on the initial leg
of this journey at 8:15 a.m. June 6th
last. With barely enough time to clear
customs in the sweltering humid 92°F.
temperature at Toronto it was a wel-
come relief to board an air-condition-
ed Vanguard for the one and one-half
hour [light to New York. Unfortunate-
ly only an intermittant break in the
cloud cover gave us a glimpse of the
variegated landscape below.

The hustle and bustle of Idlewilde
field, with its magnilicent terminal
buildings, left little doubt in any-
one’s mind that here indeed was with-
out dispute, the busiest airport in the
world. Surelv nowhere on the face of
this earth is the dailv population so
cosmopolitan. Here were people from
every part of the inhabited earth. No-
where at one time has the writer seen
a conglomeration of complexions.
facial expressions, varieties in styles of
clothes, differences in customs, multi-
plicity in forms of greeting and fare-
wells. Five hours ol close observation
amid these surroundings left manv
vivid and lasting impressions. Here in-
deed was an ideal setting [or an ob-
serving class in Social Studies. Every
few seconds there was heard an an-
noucement of a new plane arrival or

another departure. All the major amn-
lines of the world use the [acilities
of this airfield which is equipped with
cverv aeronautical device known to
modern science for the safety and com-
fort of the travelling public.

After another check, on prool of
vaccination, examination ol passports,
we were assigned to scats on the Pan-
American aircraft for the last leg of
our journey to Kelflavik, Iceland.

Fond expectations of meeting mem-
bers ol our families, friends, or ac-
quaintances, and seeing the unparal-
leled varietv in the scenery of the
homeland (to most of the group)
kindled sparkling conversations among
the party members regarding plans of
how to crowd in visits to friends and
relatives and vet travel as widely a<
time permitted, to get the most value
for time and money spent.

We had not been air-borne for manv
minutes when we were well above the
overcast and the clouds that had
threatened rain in New York all alter-
noon. We were now in bright sunlight
over a solid layer of white [leecv
clouds. One was reminded of the sun
glistening on a Dblanket of [reshlv
fallen snow covering the ice ol Lake
Winnipeg. Graduallv the sun dipped
and vanished below the horizon to the
left, but shortly on the right rose the
full moon. As twilight gave way to
increasing darkness, the milky wav and
a myriad of stars dimly lighted the
celestial globe above.

Awakening after a short refreshing
nap one realized that we were ap-
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proaching higher latitudes. Although
only four o'clock the darkness was giv-
ing way to dawn, and shortly a segment
of the sun peered through a cloud lay-
er gradually spreading its golden rays
over the entire white blanket below.
Head winds of considerable velocity
had reduced our airspeed, and a low
cloud cover and fog over Keflavik
necessitated what seemed like endless
circles over the area adjacent to the
airport to find an opening to set down.
This made our landing late by almost
three hours. Finally the sight of the
open sea and the bleak and barren
rock shore and the long-awaited sight
of a runway below us was a most wel-
come relief. Not only did it mean the
end of a rather monotonous twenty-two
hour journey but more particularly to
the older members of the party, a long
overdue homecoming, a reunion with
friends and relatives and the prospect
of a much needed rest and relaxation.
To the younger members of the party
here was the beginning of the first vis-
it to the land of their forefathers
known to them only through stories
told by their parents, or through read-
ing of some of the excellent material
prepared for tourists by various
organizations e.g. “Fer@afélag Tslands”,
The Tourist Bureau, or one of the
various government agencies.

In spite ol the early morning over-
cast and what seemed a cold wind after
the 92°F. temperature of Toronto and
New York, we received a warm and
cordial welcome from a large group
of [riends and relatives, some of whom
had waited patiently at the airport [or
three or more hours.

Among the

familiar [aces of [ormer [riends and ac-
quaintances of the writer were Profes-
sor and his
wife Dr. Kristjana Helgadéttir, Dr.

and Mrs. Bjorn Sigurbjérnsson, M.

Finnbogi Gudmundson

THE 1CELANDIC CANADIAN 5

and Mrs. Gisli

others.

Gudmundsson and

The customs clearance formality was
brief. We were asked to fill in a reg-
isteration card, show our passports and
proof of vaccination. It was a welcome
relief that the customs officers did not
even make a pretense of inspection.
Obviously the integrity and honesty
of everv member of the visiting party
had been vouched for by those in auth-
ority. Here for the first time we heard
the subsequently oft uttered phrase —
“Alt i lagi”. The courtesy of the cust-
oms inspectors and other personnel in
charge at Keflavik restored one’s faith
in humanity and officialdom after the
rudeness and ill manners encountered
from their counterparts at Idlewilde.
This initial courtesy, the polished
manners and ready smile extended to
us on our arrival was continued by all
with whom we came in contact during
our entire stav in Iceland. Tt seemed
as if the term Vestur-fslendingur was
a magic word entitling all to whom it
applied, not only to prompt courteous
service, but also continuous offers, even
from complete strangers, to be of as-
sistance in everv possible way. Certain-
ly the writer has never encountered
greater courtesv, warmer friendliness
and more gracious hospitalitv whether
extended bv complete strangers, ac-
quaintances. [riends, remote or close
relatives.

The
Iceland,
seemed

remainder ofthe first dav in

when rest and relaxation
imperative, was [or most mem-
bers of the party the only day of in-
activitv. The next dav began the al-
most continuous round of private and
public invitations, sight-seeing tours to
places of interest, always accompanied
by guides who pointed out, often at
some length, all places of note and
their historical significance. Two such
men whom many of us had met herc
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before were Gisli Gudmundson and
Indridi Indridason.

The first of these tours, sponsored
by the city of Reykjavik, took the
Canadian Club group past the main
places of interest in the city. Follow-
ing this excursion we then continued
on to beautiful ultra-modern home of
Prolessor Finnbogi Gudmundsson and
his charming wife Dr. Kristjana Helga-
dottir, who had so graciously invited
the whole group for afternoon coffee.
Both these people are so well known
to the Icelandic community here that
they need no [urther introduction t-
the readers of the Icelandic Canadian.
Here we received our initiation to Ice-
landic hospitality at its best. Here we
also sampled many of the delicacies of
ancient and modern Iceland. One,
wholly uninformed of what to expect
at such receptions, would scarcely be-
lieve that there were so many delicious
sea foods and so many ways to prepare
and serve them. Nor could a stranger
imagine that there would be served,
at one party, so many delicious sweets
and pastries that are made all the more
attractive and palatable with whipped
cream. The excellence and ingenuity
of the Icelandic cooks is surely un-
surpassed.

On June l4th a contingent of 110
Icelanders from Vancouver and vicin-
ity arrived to join us after a direct
chartered flight sponsored by “Strénd-
in, the Vancouver Chapter of the Ice-
landic National League. The two
groups from then on participated joint-
ly in several receptions held in their
honor. The first of these was at the
town of Akranes, Sunday, June 16th.
A party of some 130 were initiated to
their first sea voyage. travelling by
the coastal steamer Akraborg which
plies between Akranes, Borganes and
Reykjavik. In spite of previous warn-
ings that the boat left puctually at 12
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o’clock, a few sceptics had to jump
aboard after the gangplank had been
lifted. Fortunately all made the deck in
one jump. A Stlff cool northeast breeze
whipped up a slight squall. The pitch-
ing and rolling of the boat was further
accentuated by a gentle undertow. The
experienced seafaring Vancouverites
weathered this well but it made uneasv
the stomachs of some of us land lub-
bers from Manitoba. A large welcom-
ing party sreeted the visitors at the
dock at Akranes. A brass band led the
parade to the local church, where Rev.
Jakob Jdénsson, onetime pastor at Wyn-
yard, Saskatchewan, conducted the ser-
vice. During the service Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Sigurdson of Vancouver, had
their little daughter christened. After
the service the guests were welcomed
by Jon Arnason, the Mayor of Akra-

The visitors were now dispersed
in groups of two, three or four to the
various homes for refreshments. This
gave us an excellent opportunity to
become personally acquainted with
the local residents. A most enjoyable
visit was concluded over banquet tables
at Hotel Akranes. Snorri Gunnarson,
in his vote of thanks on behalf of the
Vancouver group presented the town
council with an engraved pen set.
Judge W. ]J. Lindal appropriately
tendered thanks on behall of the
AManitoba group.

On the afternoon of June 18th it
was the privilege of the group to ac-
cept an invitation of the President of
Iceland, Asgeir Asgeirsson, and his
gracious, charming wife [ri Dora to
visit their home at Bessastadir. The

informality of this reception made it
all the more enjoyable. Speaking on
behalf of the visitors were: Judge W.
J. Lindal; Consul Jon Sigurdson, Van-
couver, who made a presentation from
his group to the President. Tani Bjorn-
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son, Seattle, and Sigurbjorn Sigurdson
also spoke briefly.

During the evening of the 18th the
visiting groups were entertained at
Hotel Borg by the Local Chapter of the
Icelandic  National League. This
[unction was chaired by the president
of the Organization, Sigurdur Sigur-
geirsson. An excellent variety program
provided by some of Iceland’s best
entertainers, made a memorable even-
ing for the visitors. Again the spokes-
man for the Vancouver group made
a presentation to the hosts. Judge W.
J. Lindal read a letter from the Pres-
ident of the Icelandic Canadian Club
and also spoke a few words ol ap-
precition in Icelandic.

The most impressive of all the events
that we were privileged to witness dur-
ing our stay in Iceland was the magnif-
icant celebration on June 17th, com-
memorating jointly the independence
of Iceland 1nd the birth of Jon Sigurds-
son, Iceland’s outstanding statesman of
the last century., who played the lead-
ing role in securing limited home rule
for the island. The picture accompany-
ing this article shows Judge W. J. Lin-
dal addressing the evening audience at
Arnarholl, estimated at 20,000 people.
The whole central part of the city avas
closed to vehicular traffic prior to the
celebration. The streets were bedecked
with flags and bunting, as was the en-
tire ,\ustmvollm and Arnarhéll, the
principal gathering places of the spec-
tators. Endless scores of tents, where
food, relreshments, [lags and festive
balloons were sold, lined the streets.

The festivities began rather solemn-
Iv with the simultaneous pealing of
the bells of the numerous city churches
foliowed by the laying of a wreath
from the citizens of Reykjavik on the
grave ol Jén Sigurdsson. Several par-
ades then converged on the city centre,
meeting on the Austurvollur in front

of the Parliament buildings. Follow-
ing a church service in the old Dom-
kirkja, the President of Iceland laid a
wreath of flowers from the whole na-
tion at the base of the Jén Sigurdsson
statue. The Prime Minister, Olafur
Thors and the Fjallkona, then address-
ed the assembly from the second [oor
bacony of the Parliament buildings.
The whole tempo and atmosphere now
changed. The solemnity characterizing
the early part of the day’s program
gave way to lighter band and vocal
music, interspersed with  comedy
sketches featuring the nation’s finest
talent. A parade of scouts and athletes
followed by hoardes of spectators
marched to the stadium at Laugardals-
vollur, where an elaborate program of
track and field sports, gymnastic dis-
plays and wrestling ensued. The amaz-
ing agility of the wrestlers and the
sportsmanship of the contestants, was
indeed a contrast to our wrestling
bouts, which often displpay little but

brute strength and the obvious intent

to maim the opponent. At 10:00 p.m.
began the “Kvéldvaka” at Arnarholl,
here again musical items furnished by
the nation’s outstanding vocalists,
choirs, bands and comedy sketches gave
plenty of wvariety. The Mayor of
Reykjavik, Geir Hallgrimsson, briefly
addressing the gathering. Here for the
first time a Vestur-Islendingur, Judge
W. J. Lindal, was accorded the honor
of addressing the gathering (see pic-
ture). Mr. Lindal, in his greeting,
pointed out very briefly some of the
scemingly insurmountable obstacles
which this small race had to contend
with and overcome before attaining
the status of an independent republic
in 1944, and its gradual recognition
by other nations. Capable leadership,
long range planning, initiative and in-
dustrv, he asserted, were the main
factors in the nation’s present prosper-
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ity. Street dancing until 2:00 a.m. by
enthusiastic participants of all ages
climaxed sixteen hours of continuous
celebration.

Space does not permit detailed ac-
counts of the several chartered bus
trips made available to our group, but
one outing taken by some 100 mem-
bers of the group may be considered a
typical example. The f[irst stop was
made at the village of Hveragerdi,
where almost all the townsfolk are en-
gaged in the care and operation of
greenhouses. Here is truly the oasis
of Iceland. An unlimited supply of
hot water is piped to greenhouses
where vegetables are grown on com-
mercial scale. Others supply the flor-
ist shop in Reykjavik with flowers na-
tive to almost every climate. One
greenhouse owner boasts of 400 dif-
ferent varieties of plants from all parts
ofthe world. One, yvet unharnessed,
jet sends a column of steam at 230° C.
under tremendous pressure, scores of
feet into the air. Other stops were
made at Gullfoss, Skdlholt, the ancient
Bishopric where the old church was
undergoing renovations and was al-
most ready for rededication. A coffee
stop was made at Laugavatn. Here is
a tvpical rural school setting, located
at a spot where ample natural hot wa-
ter is available to heat the buildings,
swimming pool and supply the green-
houses to grow vegetables for the
boarding school. Even the lake on
whose shore the institution is built,
is sulficiently heated to be used for
swimming all winter by the hardier
male students, who delight in demon-
strating their utter disregard for the
clements belore the admiring eves of
the opposite sex. This is an institution
comprising an elementary school, a
junior and senior high school, a junior
college and Home Economic division,
whose curriculum is designed for girls

who desire essentially to learn the fine
art of home-making for their future
families. Many similarly  located
schools utilize the residential ac-
commodation during the summer as
hotels. These are inexpensive, clean
and most efficiently managed. The
last stop on this excursion was for din-
ner at historic Thingvellir where the
food as elsewhere was excellent and
the scenery from Leégberg, the nation’s
most historic spot, unsurpassed.

Many of the visitors had the »riv-
ilege of going aboard the Icelandic
steamships; several of which were in
harbour during our stay in Revkja-
vik. At the time of the writer’s visit to
Gullfdss, a stewardess conducted a
party of us throughout the vessel,
which is most luxurious, and the onlv
one of the Icelandic Steamship Com-
pany ships designed essentiallv  for
passenger service to the British Iseles,
North Central European ports and the
Scandinavian countries. On June 20th
the Icelandic Steamship Company plav-
ed host to the visitors at a cocktail
party on Lagarfoss.

The Icelandic National Leagne ot
Akureyri, the industrial capital of the
north, had a public reception for the
visitors on June 25th. We first met in
their park, considered bv manv to be
one of the most beautiful spots on the
island. Here we were warmly svel-
comed by the Rev. Benjamin Kristjans-
son, well known to Manitobans since
his residence here as the minister ol
the Federated Church in Winnineg.
1We next assembled in the beautiful
church overlooking the city for some
excellent organ music and a short
greeting from its young pastor. It was
then our privilege to visit the former
residence of the late Matthias Jochums-
son one of the outstanding Icelandic
poets of all time. The house with all
its contents is maintained as a national
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shrine in hosor ol this great skald.
On his desk where he stood and wrote
much of his poetry are exhibited many
of the original manuscripts of his fin-
est works. We were also taken to the
birthplace of an internationally known
Akureyringur Jon Sveinsson (Nonni).
Although born of poor and humble
parentage, his outstanding intellectual
gifts were recognized in early child-
hood. He was sent to France and else-
where to northern European Catholic
monasteries to be educated. Here he
mastered the ancient and modern lan-
guages of Eurepean scholars of the
day. Later, he travelled almost the
world over as a lecturer on many
topics. He was the author of numer-
ous books which have been translated
into many languages. The walls of one
room in the house are covered with
pages from his copiously illustrated
childrens’ books. Nearby the “Nonna-
hiis” is the municipal museum rapidly
growing in relics of the past collected
from the willing donors. All the visit-
ors were entertained in small groups
by individual residents of A\kureyri for
dinner. That same evening the visitors
were honored at a banquet at Hotel
K.E.A. Again the guests were welcomed
by Rev. Benjamin Kristjansson, follow-
ed by the Mayor ol Akureyri. Partic-
ipating in the musical program were
some ol the outstanding local music-
ians, as well as Tani Bjornson, Seattle.
David Steldansson frd Fagraskogi, one
of Iceland’s current outstanding poets
gave a reading of some ol his better
known works. Snorri Gunnarson, Van-
couver, and J. F. Kristjansson, Win-
nipeg, expressed the thanks of the
gucsts for the cordial welcome and
the gracious hospitality enjoyed by
the visitors.

The dean ol the Manitoba visitors,
as a guest of “Loftleifir” was our octo-
generian, Guttormur J. Guttormsson,

whose works are even more widely read
in Iceland than here. His interviews
with reporters and his radio broad-
casts revealed that his eighty-five vears
of toil and hardships have deprived
him of neither his humor nor claritv
of thought. It was indeed a fitting
recognition of his contribution to Ice-
jandic literature that he should receive
an award rom the Memorial Fund of
voung Icelandic genius, Dadi Hjorvar.
In an impressive ceremony broadcast
over the national radio, the poet was
presented  with this award bv Helgi
ITiorvar, father of the late Dadi.

The keen interest displayed by the
peop'e ol lectand in us of Tcelandic
stock here, is perhaps best illustrated
by the large number of interviews and
the prominence given these by the vari-
ous newspapers. Apart from the many
interviews already mentioned given
bv Judge W. J. Lindal and Guttormur
J. Guttormsson, lengthy interviews, ac-
companied by pictures, were given n
the following: Mr. and AMirs.  Jon
Magnusson and NMr. and Mrs, Stefan
Scheving, Seattle: Mrs. Gudny Thor-
waldson, Los Angeles: Mr. and Mrs.
Thordur Laxdal, Kelowna, B. C.: Mr.
and Mrs. J. T. Beck: Mr. and Mre.
Ragnar Swanson: Mr. and Mrs. .
F. Kristjansson, and Mr. and Mrs. Jon
K. Laxdal, Winnipeg. In all cases.
apart from the personal interest dis-
played by the reporters, thev sought
information regarding our [families,
our work, and virtually all aspects of
life and living conditions here

The success ol this excursion is best
measured by the unqualified satis-
faction expressed by every member ol
our group whom [ heard commenting
on the visit. Almost unbelievablbe to
the older members of the group were
the amazing changes that have taken
place inthe relatively short time since
they left the homeland. Gone are the
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old turf farmsteads (except places like
“Glaumbar”, Arbar and others main-
tained as museums) now replaced by
modern concrete dwellings with every
modern  convenience. One elderly
gentleman contrasted most colorfully
for me the fishing boats and gear of
his time and the modern trawlers with
their new scientific equipment for
navigation and [ish detection.

Perhaps the most amazing of all to
those who had travelled by pony over
the trackless wastes, and forded the
rivers or swam their horses over them
less than hall a century ago, was the
network of roads and bridges linking
almost all the inhabited regions of
the island. To be sure, they are not
the four-lane concrete ribbons running
miles and miles without a turn that we
know here, but they are infinitely
better than most people here have
been led to believe and are quite pass-
able at most times, even in winter.
Considering that Iceland is almost

four-fifths of the size of England but
having a total population of less than
one hall of Metropolitan Winnipeg,
these transportation facilities repre-
sent a remarkable accomplishment.
The examples of progress cited above
could be extended endlessly to everv
phase of life on the island.

This summer’s excursion was the
largest of its kind since the time of the
millennial celebration in 1930, but I
feel convinced that its success will lead
to still larger annual tours. Young
people of Icelandic origin will find it
a most enjovable and educational ex-
perience to visit the land of their fore-
fathers. Inabilitv to speak Icelandic.
although a drawback, is no barrier to
an cnjoyable holiday in Iceland, as
English has now become its second lan-
guage. The pleasant experiences ansl
the wonderful welcome received every-
where, should be an inducement to a
continuation of these excursions from
year to vear.

Margret Anne Bjornsson Icelandic Fjallkona

Miss  Margaret Anne Bjornsson
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tani Bjorns-
son, played the role of the Icelandic
Fjallkona (Maid of the Mountains) at
the 12th annual Scandinavian Music
Festival held Aug. 4 in Seattle Centre
at Seattle, Wash, U.S.A.

Festival president was Harold M.
Lastfold, a Seattle lawver of Norwegian
descent whose wife Erika is the daugh-
ter of the late Rev. N. S. Thorlakson,
well known as an Icelandic Lutheran
Church minister in Canada and the
United States in the first half of this

century, and Mrs. Thorlakson who was
Norwegian-born.

Festival highlights included civic
greetings brought by the mayvor of
Seattle, a performance by the Icelandic
male voice choir of Seattle under the
direction of Tani Bjornsson, and an
address by Karl Frederick as spokes-
man lor Iceland. Edward Palmason was
soloist.

The festival is staged jointly by
people in Seattle of Norwegian, Danish
Swedish, Finnish and Icelandic descent.
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Honoured by the President of Iceland

Last summer His Excellency, Asgeir Asgeirsson, the President of Iceland, conferred the following
honours upon Icelandic-Canadians who were visiting in Iceland:. Grettir Eggertson, of Winnipeg,
Grand Knight, Order of the Falcon, Hon. Walter J. Lindal, Grand Knight, Order of the Falcon;
Dr. Watson Kirkconnell, Grand Night, Order of the Falcon; John F. Sigurdson, Icelandic Consul
in Vancouver, Knight, Order of the Falcon. All ceremonies took place in Government House
at Bessastadir, Iceland.

—_—— = - - —_—

GRETTIR EGGERTSON, Grand Knight HON. W. J. LINDAL, Grand Knight

JOHN F. SIGURDSON,

DR. WATSON KIRKCONNELL,
Grand Knight Knight of the Order of the Falcon
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International Beauty Title goes to Iceland

A 20-year old auburn-haired, green-
eved beauty from near Keflavik has
carrvied off the crown of Miss Interna-
tional Beauty of 1964 and with it a
cheque for $10,000. She is Gudrun
Bjarnadottir.

The audience watching the final
judeing in the auditorium in Long
Beach, California, and the television
vicwers all over America can vouch
for her astonishment and tears of hap-
py surprise when master-of-ceremonies
Lorne Greene, star of the Bonanza TV
series, paused before a hushed full
house waiting for the name of the top
winner and then stepped to the micro-
phone and announced her name.

“I couldn’t move from my place on
the stage. I just couldn’t believe my
cars,” admits lovely Gudrun. “I
thought I was too thin to win com-
pared to some ol the others.” She it
5 8% tall and a trim 125 pounds.

However the judges felt she had
what it takes to emerge the loveliest
of 48 contestants from countries all
over the globe.

Gudrun’s proud parents, Sigridur
Stefansdottir and Bjarni  Einarsson
still live near Keflavik where she was
born and where her father builds
fishing boats. She has a brother and a
sister.

Belore entering the beauty extrava-
ganza in Long Beach, Miss Iceland
lived in Paris where she is under con-
tract to the Dorian Lee Fashion Agency.
Her work as a fashion photographer’s
model has carried her lovely face and
figure into many top magazines.

Gudrun makes no bones about be-
ing an aspiring actress. She has already
studied some at the Pitman school of
acting in London, England. If Broad-

way or Hollywood were to call or even
whisper, she would listen very intent-
ly. Some of her $10,000 will go for
more dramatic training and a new
wardrobe.

The new beauty queen loves to swim
and, like most of her kinfolk, she finds
it hard to put down a good book. She
is not in the least marriage minded. “I
am much too happy just the way I am
to get married. Later maybe.” Actually
his lovely Nordic prefers not
discuss her private life when it touches
the department of romance. She likes
men and she dates. Doesn’t every girl?
This is her answer whether in her na-
tive tongue or in English which she
speaks quite well.

‘When it comes to clothes, Gudrun
prefers simplicity. During the beautv
pageant, she wore mostly simple
sheaths in pastels or black when not
in her official plavsuit. She wears her
healthy, shining auburn hair combed
back simply without a part and turned
up at the ends in a “flip”.

“I don’t tease my hair or wear make-
up or nail polish.” she confesses. “I
think too many young girls start using
stuff on their face far too soon and
ruin a good young skin. Time enough
for cosmetics later when they really
need them,” smiles fortunate Miss Ice-
land whose fair skin is dewv fresh and
her teeth even and white.

This was her first trip to America.
“It is hard to get anv reliable impres-
sion of a new country in such a short
time. But I do like what I have seen.
My roommate during the contest was
a very pretty blonde from Minnesota.”

Gudrun believes Jackie Kennedv
has had the most influence on women
all over the world. Grace Kelly, in her
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opinion, is the most feminine of wo-
men.

When it comes to singers, the new-
ly crowned beauty prefers Frank Sin-
atra and Charleston Heston and Aud-
rey Hepburn are her favorite movie
celebrities.

“We do not have teenage gangs that
I hear about in Iceland. Probably be-
cause we are so small and scattered. I
have seen beatniks in England,” says
poised Miss Iceland. They struck her
as an untidy lot.

Asked about television in Iceland,,
the soft spoken lovely was glad to re-
port that TV was improving thanks
to a station on the island operated by
Americans.

The new Miss IBC, as the title is af-
fectionately called in its parent city,

Long Beach, California, has a busy
reign ahead of her before relinguishing
the crown next summer to a new
queen. “But she is equal to the job,”
assures her hostess and chaperone,
Mrs. Sumi Swanson. “She has beauty
and intelligence. She also has a charm-
ing shyness that belies her poise and
sophistication.”

One of Miss Iceland’s first public
appearances as queen will be at the
annual party in her honor given by
the Icelandic American Club of Sou-
thern California.

Rhuna Emery,
1856 Poppy St.,

Long Beach 5, California

- —

France Honors Harvard Arnason

Harvard H. H. Arnason, who at pre-
sent is vice-president for art admini-
stration of the Guggenheim Foun-
dation in New York, and was formerly
director of the Walker Art Centre of
Minneapolis, has been created a Chev-
alier of the Order of Arts and Letters
by the government of France.

The Order was established by the
French government as an award for
persons distinguished for their work in
the realm of art, music and literature,
and by their contributions to art and
letters. Only six Americans hold the
French Order of Arts and Letters.

Harvard Arnason, it will be recalled,
is a brother of Dr. I. Gilbert Arnason,
school principal, and Terry Arnason,
high school teacher. Harvard has won

Harvard Arnason

distinction belore and has on more
than one occasion been the subject ol
brief sketches in this magazine.
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Régnvaldur Sigurjénsson

Rognvaldur Sigurjénsson

A woncert by an Icelandic artist has
always been received with great inter-
est by the Icelandic Comuinunity in
Winnipeg. Such was the occasion on
Wednesday, September 18th when
Rognvaldur Sigurjonsson was heard in
recital at the Plavhouse Theatre. Thi:
event was sponsored by the Icelondir
National League in association with

the Celebrity Concerts Limited.
Rognvaldur  Sigurjonsson  received
his eariv. musical training at the
Revkjavik College ol Music with Arni
Kristjansson. Further studies lollowed
in Paris with Marcel Campi, and in
New York with Sascha Gorodnitzki.
I0s revutation as one of Iceland’s
fcremo:t pianists has  already been
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established, for he has toured exten-
sively in the Scandinavian countries,
Austria, Germany, the United States.
and the Soviet Union. These tours
have included orchestral and radio
engagements. .I nthe field of recording,
he has played the music of Bentzon
and Schumann.

For his Winnipeg concert Régnvald-
ur Sigurjénsson chose a program of
unusual interest. It consisted of two
contemporary works as well as music
by the great Romantic composers
Schubert, Chopin, and Liszt.

He impressed the audience with his
dedicated approach to the music and
the ease with which he presented this
difficult and taxing program.

Leifur Thorarinsson is considered
one of Iceland’s most promising young
composers, and it was interesting to
hear the world premiere of his Son-
atina. Especiallv appealing was the
folk song effect of the melody in the
beginning of the sccond movement.
There was glittering passage work in
the Vivace movement. The Sonata In
the Danish composer Bentzon made i
favorable impression upon  this first
hearing.

In these two works, Ar. Sigurjonsson
showed a real alfinitv for contempor-
ary music. He presented them with
authority and understanding of  the
present day musical language.

In the Liszt Mephisto Waltz which
makes such great technical Cemands on
the performer he scemed o have all
the resources of the instrumnt at his
command. The wudience was thorough-
ly captivated by the dazling octave
passages, the shinmering  (remolos.
and the sparkling arpeggios.

The responsz to his Chopin plaving
was equally enthusiastic, for here. too,
his masterful pianism was again reveul-
ed. Tt wus perhaps on’v in the [inai

section of the Ballade that the dramatic
intensity of the music was lost by
excessive speed.

At the close of the concert Mr. Sig-
urjonsson favoured his listeners with
two encores. One of them, an arrange-
ment of “Gdéda Veizlu Gjora Skal”
panticularly delighted the audience.

The following have been gleancd
from the reviews of the Winnipeg
press music critics.

The Winnipeg Tribune:

“Mr. Sigurjonsson proved to be an
able and scrious pianist. He went
through his program of Schubert,
Chopin, Liszt and two items by
Danish and Icelandic composers,
with technical finesse and honest
musicianship. In the process, he
displayed a flair for a virtueso ap-
proach to the keyboard, which
rcached its highest level in the
Liszt’'s Mephisto Waltz.”

“A l0-minute Sonatina by Leifur
Thorarinsson was given its world
premicre. The opening Allegro of-
fered a wide variety of rhvthmi:
contrast, with sharp jagged stac-
cato accents. There was a certain
Ivric charm in the Adagio section,
but the work as a whole conveved
little of abiding interest.”

“Superh technical qualities were
disclosed  in Liszt's Mephisto
Waltz. Mr. Sigurjénsson has the
dead-sure digital mechanism de-
manded for an accurate negoti-
ation of the many technical in-
tricacies in which Liszt’s {antastic
composition abounds. The {renzi-
ed climaxes were prepared with
sulficient power and development
to make them stirring and inevit-
able.”
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The Winnipeg Free Press:

“The Chopin pieces offered the
performer a world of opportunity,
which Mr. Sigurjénsson was pian-
ist enough to turn to his advan-
tage. To be sure, he substituted
Nordic coolness for Slavic heat,
but within this understandable
limitation in his Chopin style, his
playing had admirable delicacy.
His E minor Nocturne was both
sensitive and lucid; and his G
minor Ballade, apart from some
spasms of speed and bouts of bang-
ing in the climactic passages, was
at once poised and meaningful.”

“Then came the Liszt, and with it,
a remarkable rallying, in one pian-
istic tour de vorce, of all the
strengths sporadically displayed
in the preceding performances.”

“. . . . always intelligent, always

vigorous and at times majestically
cloquent.”

Following the recital, a reception
was held at the home of the Icelandic
Consul, Grettir Johannson. The Ice-
landic National League also gave a
luncheon in his honour and presented
him with a memento of his visit to
Winnipeg.

Roégnvaldur  Sigurjonsson’s  present
tour includes concerts in Vancouver
and Seattle, and in Washington, D.C.,
where he is scheduled to play at the
National Gallery of Art.

He departs with the warm wishes
of an appreciative I celandic Com-
munity. On his return to I celand
where he heads the Piano Department
of the Reykjavik College of Music, he
takes with him our sincerest greetings
to the land of our forefathers.

Snjoloug Sigurdson

REV. SVEINBJORN S. OLAFSON RETIRES

- e

Rev. Sveinbjorn S. Olafson in June
bade larewell to his congregation at
Little Falls, Minnesota, after 32 years

as minister of the American Methodist
Church.

Mr. Olafson was born in 1897 at
Akranes, Iceland, the son of the late
Jonas Olafson and Anna Sveinbjarna-
dottir with whom he came to Canada
and Winnipeg in 1911. He attended
Jon Bjarnason Academy in Winnipeg
I[rom 1918 to 1920, received his bach-
elor of arts degrce at Valparaiso Uni-
versity in the State of Indianain 1925,
then in 1928 enrolled at Gerrett Bibli-
cal Institute at Evanston, Illinois,
where he rececived his bachelor of div-
inity degree in 1931. He served various
congregations in I1llinois and Min-
nesota prior to taking over the pastor-
ate at Little Falls.

Married in 1926, his wife is the form-
er Maurine Finnegan from Illinois.
They have a son and daughter, and will
make their home at Richmond, Minn.
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JON G. MYRDAL

Jon G. Mpyrdal, a former member of
the Icelandic Canadian Club, died at
his home in Yuba, California, June 18,
1961. His untimely death cut short a
highly successful carrier in engineer-
ing.

Jon Mpyrdal was born near Lundar,
Manitoba, in 1927. He received his
early education in a rural school and
with the correspondence Branch of the
Department of Education. He received
his B. Sc. degree in Electrical Engineer-
ing from the University of Manitoba
in 1951.

After two years employment with E.
G. Eggertson Consulting and Design
engineering firm in Winnipeg, he left
for California, in 1953, for a position
with the International Engineering
Company of San Francisco. There he
was employed on Hydro Electric power
plant design. He was temporarily trans-
ferred to the Morrison-Knudsen Com-
pany for electrical engineering work
in the construction of the underground
powerhouse of the Aluminum Com-
pany of Canada, at Kemano, British
Columbia. Upon completion of the
project, he returned to his former em-
ployers in San Francisco.

In 1955, Jon accepted a position
with the Bechtal Corporation, in their
Los Angeles power division, where he
was in charge of electrical design of
hydro-electric power plants, in Los
Angeles and in San Francisco.

He joined the Radio Corporation of
America Los .\ngeles staff in 1959,
and was placed in charge of R.C.A.
field operations and made assistant to

g
Jon G. Myrdal

the site manager of the Strategic Air
Command Atlas Missile Base, Chey-
enne, Wyoming. In September, 1960,
he was transferred to the Vanderburg
Missile Base, in California, and later
to Marysville, California, where he was
at the time of his death.

Jon was a member of the Fort Garry
Lodge, No. 130, G.R.\., and of the
Ancient and .\ccepted Scottish Rite
of Free Masonry. Southern Juris-
diction, and a Noble of the Mystic
Shrine in El Bekal Temple of Long
Beach, California. He was an active
member of the Icelandic Canadian
Club, and at the time of his departure
for California was Treasurer of the

Club.

Jon was the son of Mr. and Mrs. G.
J. Myrdal, of Lundar, Manitoba.

Rannveig Gudmundson

Autumn 1963
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Scholarship and Award Winners

PASTOR’S SON WINS DOCTOR’S
DEGREE

Allan Bjern Fredericksen

Allan Bjorn Frederickson, son of
Rev. Johann Frederickson of Erickson,
Man., received a Doctor’s Degree in
Veterinary Medicine from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota in June of this
year. He completed High School in
Deloraine, Manitoba, then entered the
State School of Forestry in Bottineau,
North Dakota. After serving two years
in the United States Army, with 15
months in Korea, he enrolled at the
University of Minnesota, where he
received a B.S. degree in Animal
Husbhandry in 1958 and an M.S. degree
in Animal Science in 1961.

Mr. Frederickson took a very active
part in the life of the University—in
athletics and other activities. So, in
May of this year he won the Ski-U-Mah
Award for outstanding leadership and
unselfish contribution to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota and its student body.

In a letter to his parents to notify
them of this honor won by their son,
the Dean of Students writes:

“While we are very proud of our
students, and especially of your son,
I and my staff also express our ap-
preciation to you, too, for the great
part you played in developing your
son into the person he is today. With-
out your guildance, understanding
and encouragement throughout the
years this award would not have been
given.”

Dr. and Mrs. Frederickson and son,
Todd, will make their home in one
of the Western States where Dr. Fred-
erickson will be employed by the Fed-
eral government before entering into
private practice next year.

*

BACHELOR OF NURSING
DEGREE

Arlene Fines

Arlene Fines received this year a
degree of Bachelor of Nursing from
McGill University. Last wyear, she
received a diploma in Teaching and
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Supervision, also at McGill. In July
of this year, she joined the Faculty of
the Children’s Hospital of Winnipeg,
in the position of Clinical Instructor
in Medicine.

Arlene 1s the daughter of the latc
Elmer Fines, and Freda (Einarson)
Fines, lormerly of Clarkleigh, Man.
also deceased.

*
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

The [ollowing students won scholar-
ships or bursaries at the examinations
of the Universitv of Manitoba last
spring.

Kenneth Lincoln Johnson

Johnson, Kenneth Lincoln — Grant
frem National Dental Research
Council $1000.00. College of Den-
tal  Surgeons of Saskatchewan
Scholarship for highest standing
in Second Year $150. Kenneth also
won two university bronze medals,
one in Pathology and one in

Bacteriology. Parents: Mr. Leo
Johnson, renowned curler, and

Mrs. Johnson, Winnipeg.

Sigurberg Omar Thorlacius

Therlacius, Sigurberg Omar — Isbis-
ter Scholarship in Third Year
Agriculture  $100.00
Parents: Mr. Oli and Mrs. Sigga
Thorlacius, .Ashern, Man.

Gene David Solmundson

Solmundson, Gene David — Atomic
Transfer Ltd. Bursary, First Year
Dentistry $120.00. Parents: Mr.
and Mrs. S, F Solmundson, Win-
nipeg
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Brian John Stephan Ayotte

Ayotte, Brian John Stephan—Lederle
Medical Student Research Fellow-
ship, First year— appr. $600.00
Dr. James Pullar Memorial Fund
Grant appr. $200.00. Parents: Mr.
and Mrs. G. G. Ayotte, St. James,
Man. (Mrs. Ayotte is the former
Anna Stephanson, daughter of
Olga Stephanson and the late
Bjorn Stephanson of Piney, Man.

*

Magnusson, Maria June— Alexander
Robert Leonard Memorial Schol-
arship including English IV H-—
$250.00. Maria was also awarder
the Caroline Harris Scholarship of
$100.00 for the highest mark in
the A.M.M. practical piano exam-
ination. She also received her A.
R.C.T. and A.NM.M. diplomas in
piano. Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Agn-
ar Magnusson, \Wninipeg.

*

Davidson, Alda, 14, of Santa Patricia,

Ont., was awarded for the second time

a $100 Royal Canadian Legion bursary

for having attained highest marks in

her class in the final examinations.

She is the daughter of Charles and

Gudrun Davidson of Santa Patricia.

Her parental grandmother is Mrs. R.
Davidson of Winnipeg and her matern-
al grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Olafur
Bjarnason of Gimli.

Raymond Stephanson, of Elfros,
Saskatchewan, has won many honors
as a promising pianist. In the Yorkton
Musical Festival last spring, in which
there were 450 entrants, Ray placed
first in three of the six piano classes
he entered, and came second in the
remaining three. He played in the
final concert of the Festival, held in
the Dr. Brass Auditorium, and was
awarded the Golden Jubilee $50
scholarship. Mrs. M. Hilderman, in
presenting the award, pointed out that
though very young Raymond had
entered classes both within his age
group and in groups where there
was no age limit.

Raymond was winner of a scholar-
ship as the most promising musician
at the Melville Festival last year. He is
a student of Mrs. Lloyd Crawford,
Wynyard, Sask.

Ray is the son of Mr. and Mrs. E. B.
Stephanson of Elfros, Sask., and a
grandson of Mrs. Thorbjorg (nee Ein-
arson) and the late Eirikur B. Stephan-
son of Elfros.



52 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Autumn 1963
NOW ]
you can ! ¢ :
REWIRE | :
YOUR | ! '
E HOME | |
:;’ : the EASY WAY i , :
; CITY HYDRO'S | | through AN
REWIRING FINANCE PLAN '; ; — " m
J For fl}ll details contact your i é: {“M‘h Mg
f Electrical Contractor or . . . jl I; Fﬂm‘l‘i Fmanﬂe Plan
E C]ﬂ.‘@d‘l.l.’d.ﬂ.ﬂ ir ! Law-[as SRELRID LEWAE
L SR
UANA!"A‘ Flgﬂ YOUR GUARANTEE OF :
1 - GOOD FOOD i
PRODUCERS LTD. ;

Office Phone: SPruce 53-0481
Res. Phone GLobe 3-0446
311 CHAMBERS ST.

Winnipeg Manitoba

i
| .
|
|
i
|

e e e e e — e o o

SALISBURY HOUSE

LTD.

® Drive-In Restaurants

e Coffee Shops

— SERVICE ALL YEAR °ROUND

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN i

Lorne Ogmundson of Flin Flon,
Man. a graduate in Business Admin-
istration of Ryerson Institute of Tor-
onto, in May this year accepted em-

ployment on a two-year training plan
with International Business Machines
of Toronto.

In his second year he was awarded
a scholarship for highest standing. In
his graduating year he was class pres-
ident, Circle K. Club president, and
president of the graduating class. He
received honours.

Lorne Ogmundson is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kjartan Ogmundson of
Flin Flon, Man. His father Kjartan
was born in Copeland, Sask., and his
mother, Kristin, who was born in Win-
nipegosis, Man. is a daughter of Gunn-
laugur H. and Kristin Sophia Schalde-
mose of Winnipegosis.

Kjartan married Irene Ruth, of
Lithuanian descent, also a graduate of

Ryerson Institute, in ’\Imchanchsnw

IN THE NEWS

ASSIGNED TO UNITED
NATIONS POST

Dr. Bjorn Sigurbjornsson

Dr. Bjorn Sigunbjornsson,

a gra-
duate of the University of Manitoba,
and who, for some time, has been em-

ployed by the Government of Iceland
as an expert in plant genetics, scient-
ifically known as cytology, has accept-
ed an assignment for two years with
the atomic energy department of the
United Nations in Vienna. His special-
ty will be to provide instruction in the
use of atomic energy rays in the pro-
motion of plant growth. He studied
this subject when working on his Ph.D.
degree in the United States and has
made some experiments with such rays
in their effect upon the growth of grain
plants.

*

PROMOTION

Flying Officer A. O. “Al” Johnson,
of R.C.A.F. Station at Centralia, Ont.,
was recently granted a permanent com-
mission in the education branch of the
R.C.AF.

Al attended school at Tantallon.
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Moose Jaw Teachers’ College, and the
University of Saskatchewan. He taught
school at Maryfield, Sask., and was

principal of Tantallon School for two

years prior to joining the Air Force.
His service career started with the
Royal Canadian Signals (Reserve) in
Calgary and the R.C.N. during World
War II.

Flying Officer Johnson is presently
the director of basic academic training
in Central Officers’ School at R.C.A.F.
Station, Centralia, as well as the unit
public relations officer.

Al is the son of Mr. and Mris. J. K.
Johnson, of Tantallon. He is married
to the former Catherine Ryan, of Port
Hawkeshbury, N. S. They are living at
128 St. Lawrence Ave., R.C.A.F. Cen-
tralia, with their four boys, Jim, Pat,
Gary and Joel.

—Courtesy The Esterhazy Miner

RECEIVES PROMOTION

Kenneth G. Howard, executive dir-
ector of the John Howard and Eliza-
beth Fry Society of Manitoba, has been
re-elected vice-president of the Inter-
national Prisoners’ Aid Association,
Portland, Ore.

Mr. Howard, who was born in Sel-
kirk, is the son of L. F. and Elin (nee
Asmundson) Howard. His maternal
grandparents were the late Ragnheidur

and Gudmundur Asmundson.
*

APPOINTED TO MUNICIPAL
AND PUBLIC UTILITY BOARD

John Christianson, former Minister
of Welfare in the Roblin Government
has been appointed to the Municipal
and Public Utility Board of Manitoba.
The board has wide municipal powers.
It controls expenditures by municipal
corporations and school districts, has
powers to compromise arrears of taxes,

John Christianson

controls plans of subdivisions, and in
particular has jurisdiction over pre-
scribed public utilities.

John Christianson was born in Lang-
ruth, Man., and moved to Portage la
Prairie at an early age. He is a graduate
in Mechnical Engineering from the
University of Manitoba.

In 1957 Mr. Christianson was elected
alderman in Portage la Prairie and in
1959 was elected to the Manitoba
legislative assembly. Two vyears later
Premier Duff Robblin brought him
into his cabinet as Minister of Welfare.
Through a local issue Mr. Christianson

was defeated in the provincial election
of 1962.

*

GENEROUS GIFT TO COLLEGE
AT SKALHOLT CATHEDRAL

According to a report in Morgun-
bladid over the signature of Bishop
Sigurbjorn Einarsson the first gift to
the proposed college to be erected near
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Skalholt Cathedral in Iceland, is from
a Winnipeg couple, Agust and Gud-
rin Eydlisson of 740 Toronto St. Gud-
ran was born and grew up at Skdlholt,
and is the daughter of Grimur Eiriks-
son and Gudrun Eydlfsdottir. The gift
is kr. 20.000, approximately $500.

Bishop Sigurbjérn Einarsson points
out how very creditable it is of this
elderly couple who have resided in
Canada for many years to make such a
generous gift and that it undoubtedly
will be the forerunner of other gifts
from loyal Icelanders.

Agust Eyolfsson came to Canada in
1901 and his wife in 1910.

*

FRIDRIK OLAFSSON CLOSE TO
TOP IN WORLD CHESS CONTEST

In the Piatigorsky Grand Master
Chess Tournament held in Los Angeles
last summer, Fridrik Olafsson, the chess
champion of Iceland, tied with Miguel
Najdorf from Argentina for third and
fourth places. The world champion
Russian Master Tigran Petrosjan and
his fellow Russian Master Paul Keres
tied for first and second place. Petro-
sjan and Keres won 8% points each,
a point for a win and half a point for
a draw. They divided the first and
second awards. Fridrik Olafsson and
Najdorf won 7% points and each re-
ceived $1,200. In an interview with a
reporter from the Morgunbladid the
world Master Petrosjan regards Olafs-
son as one of the five best chess players

outside of Russia.
*

PRESIDENT OF NEW DEMO-
CRATIC PARTY OF CANADA

Mervin Johnson, former member of
parliament for Kindersley constituency
in Saskatchewan, was elected president
at the annual convention at Regina
in August of the New Democratic Party
of Canada. Others of Icelandic origin

attending the convention were Magnus
Eliason of Winnipeg, New Democratic
Party organizer for Manitoba, Eldon
Johnson, member of the Saskatchewan
legislature for Kerrobert-Kindersley,
Wally Johannson of Arborg, Man,
Carl Olafson of Kandahar, Sask., and
Mrs. Lorraine Januson of Foam Lake,
Sask.

*
B. G. SIVERTZ COMMISSIONER
FOR N. W. TERRITORIES

Hon. Arthur Laing, Canadian min-
ister of northern affairs and natural
resources, on July 10 announced the
appointment of Benjamin G. Sivertz
as commissioner for the Northwest Ter-
ritories. Previously Mr. Sivertz had
long been director of northern ad-
ministration within the department.
Mr. Sivertz will remain in his new post
until March 31, 1964, when, it is under-
stood, the Northwest Territories under
a new governmental setup will be split
into two sections which, perhaps in
years to come, will become two ad-
ditional Canadian provinces. Mr. Si-
vertz is of Icelandic origin.

*
THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN
CHRISTMAS BARGAIN

There is no doubt that your friends
would appreciate a subscription for
this magazine which is so well liked all
over Europe as well as in North Am-
erica.

A special rate is offered during the
month of December:

One year gift subscription for $1.50.
Also one or more copies of back issues,
of those available, 20 cents each up to
Vol. 21. 3 copies are required of Vol.
15 No. 2, One dollar is offered for
each copy. Many copies of Vol. 21 are
available at 50 cents per copy.

Mail your orders to:

The Icelandic Canadian, 869 Garfield
St., Winnipeg 10, Can.
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THE ICELANDIC CELEBRATION
AT GIMLI-1963

Canadians and Americans of Iceland-
ic descent continue to honour their
cultural ties with the mother country
by holding a summer festival or picnic
where old friends can renew acquaint-
ances, sing their native songs, and pub-
licly pay tribute to their Icelandic
heritage.

The oldest continuous annual Ice-
landic Celebration in North America
was held at Gimli, Man. on Monday,
August 5th, under hot, sunny skies.
The crowd who had gathered in the
park at Gimli for this 74th annual
celebration enjoyed another first-rate
program of songs, short addresses and
tributes, and for those with more
athletic tastes the track and field events
supplied the afternoon’s interest.

A distinctive feature of this year’s
program was the appearance of the
Winnipeg Ukrainian Male Voice
Choir, under the direction of Walter
Bohonos, who performed two groups
of songs. While this group was particul-
arly splendid in its rendition of the
Ukrainian numbers in their repertoire,
they also included in their program

ITEMS FROM FELAGSBLADID

songs of other nationalities, including
two Icelandic songs.

After the singing of “O’ Canada”
and “O Gud vors lands”, the chairman
of the Celebration Committee, John A.
Arnason, paid tribute to the first set-
tlers in the area, who founded the
celebration in 1889. The Toast to Ice-
land was given by Rev. Kristjan Ré-
bertsson of Glenboro, the Toast to
Canada by Erlingur Eggertson of Win-
nipeg. An original poem was read by
Hjértur Palsson. Vocal solos—sung in
Icelandic—were contributed by Mrs.
Evelyn Allen of Winnipeg. Various
dignitaries in attendance were intro-
duced, and a special tribute was paid
to the noted Icelandic poet, Guttormur
J. Guttormsson of Riverton, Man.

As in previous years, the Celebration
began with a colourful parade, led by
the band from RCAF Station Gimli.
The Fjallkona, presiding over this
year’s festival, was Mrs. Gudrin Stev-
ens of Gimli. A sing-song under the
trees and a dance in the evening com-
pleted the day’s festivities.

Since next year will be the 75th
annual celebration to be held in this
area, it is anticipated that it will be
marked by special observances.

G. K.

Published in California
Editor: Skuli Bjarnason — Associate Editor: Gudny M. Thorwaldson

A SUGGESTION FOR A CHANGE
by Gudny M. Thorwaldson

In discussing various problems con-
cerning the Icelandic Canadian and
the Félagsbladis Judge Walter Lindal
in Winnipeg had a plan in mind, that
to me was startling when he mentioned
it first, but as I thought it over it
seemed more feasible.

It is more and more evident as time
goes by, that when I am unable to put
forth the effort required up to the
present time to publish this little Fé-
lagsbladid it will die as no one will
be wiling to put the energy required
into producing it.

Most of the readers have said some
very nice things about the paper, and
as we believe in all sincerity, but very

few realize the work required in pro-
ducing even such a small paper.

Now Judge Lindal suggested that
the Icelandic Canadian and the Félags-
bladis be combined. There is at pres-
ent a group of Icelanders in Toronto,
Canada, who have a club among them
but no paper, so if they could be in-
cluded to supply articles and other
material, we could really print a nice
paper. We could still take ads to help
defray expenses and after looking at
this idea from all angles the plan looks
feasible. Someone sort of criticized the
idea of having it published in Canada,
but what about Logberg-Heimskringla?
We have read the two papers for over
seventy years and been grateful that
they could be printed there.

There is a need for a paper among
Icelandic people. Logberg and Heims-
kringla have been through the Cruc-
ible. It is quite evident that an all-
Icelandic paper does not serve the pur-
pose, but in all probability a plan can
be evolved that will be satisfactory to
all.

I want to ask all our readers to think
this over, and discuss it with anyone.
and in that way find out the concensus
of opinion. We don’t want to drop the
idea. Nothing will be more beneficial
to our ethnic group than to have a
feeling of belonging, and a newspaper
or “magazine” is the ideal medium, so
let u¢ heur from vou. My address is:

Mrs. Gudny M. Thorwaldson,
2544Y2 Grand Avenue,
Huntington Park, California.

I.ditorial Footnote: The Icelandic Can-
adian welcomes comments as well.
*

A\ zreat deal has been done to pro-
e the great variety of native flowers
in Iceland. At this time it seems sure
that at least 1,000 different flowers
have been planted in Laugardal. That
park was opened in 1961 on the 175th
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anniversary of Reykjavik. The people
who have done most to plant, identify
and care for the flowers and catalogue
them are Jon Sigurdson, school super-
intendent and Katrin Vidar, his wife.
They have compiled and given both
Icelandic and Latin names to these
plants. Now this spring they have re-
ceived orders for some of the plants
from Japan. The Icelandic varieties
ol grass are 265.

Jon and Katrin have a small garden
in an uncultivated area of Thingvalla-
sveit where a number of plants have
been propagated and then moved to
new areas. Some of them are very dif-
ficult to move as they are so tender.
Quite a few of these plants are annuals,
so it is quite important to raise a year-
ly supply in order to be able to raise
them in larger quantities so as to be
able to fill orders for seed and have
some on hand.

*

Around July 17 it was so cold in
Grimsey and other northern areas that
the potato vines froze and drooped.
Probably the main reason for such a
cold wave is the ice floes that have
been along the west coast of Iceland
all summer.

*

Berglind Andresdottir from Reykja-
vik, Iceland, arrived in Seattle, Wash-
ington on August Ist, for the duration
of one year. She is staying at the home
of Sophie and Thomas Wallace. Dr.
Wallace is a well known doctor in
Seattle. They spent four weeks in Ice-
land this summer with their two sons.
Mrs. Wallace is the daughter of Mrs.
Arndis Olafson of Seattle, formerly
from Manitoba, Canada, and closely
related to Berglind’s father Andreas
Andreasson, master tailor and mer-
chant who owns and operates the larg-
est tailor shop in Iceland. His wife,
Ingibjorg Stefansdottir is from Stokka-
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hlid in Lodmundarfirdi. Berglind is 17
years of age, a beautiful girl, and a
very desirable ambassador of goodwill
to America from Iceland.

*

Mrs. Bertha Anderson Etzsten is vis-
iting in Manitoba, Canada, her former
home.

*
Glimpses of Iceland—July, 1963

Excerpts from a letter from a very
interesting man as well as remarkable,
and the man is Dr. Kristjan Jens Back-
man, born in Winnipeg, Can.: “Have
seen so much I'm dizzy and can hard-
ly give proper impression on such a
magnificent and varied country. The
hospitality and amenities are superb.
We are stopping at a most elegant,
very modernistic place. Have been to
the University, National Museum, bus
ride in and around Reykjavik, gone up
to the mountains to hydro plant and
down elevator under the river, on to
Hveragerdir and hot houses, have seen

Lena’s mother’s and father’s birth-
places and lots of countryside, rivers,
brooks, peaks, meadows, falls, and lots
of lava.”

*

The Icelandic-:American Club of
Southern California held its annual
dinner-dance on Saturday, June 15th
at the Mona Lisa Restaurant, 3343 Wil-
shire Blvd., in Los Angeles. Mona Lisa
with her famous smile was smiling in
every room which kind of created =
hearty welcome in the atmosphere.
Our new president, Tom Croak, was
M.C. and with him was his pretty,
blue-eyed and blonde wife Johanna
Olafsdottir. After singing the national
anthems of the U.S. and Iceland under
the able supervision of Gunnar Mat-
tiasson, the Alois Slovacek orchestra
played for the dancing till 1:30 in the
morning.

Mr. Slovacek is married to an Ice-
landic girl, Thordis Gudjansdottir,
from the north of Iceland.

NEWS SUMMARY

In the article on Miss Jonina Sum-
mers in our last issue it was inadvert-
ently omitted to mention that Miss
Summers has two brothers—John Sum-
arlidason, of Vancouver, as well as
Henry Sumarlidason of Edmonton.

*

At Edmonton, .Alberta, Iiss Donna
Rae Valgardson, a Grade 9 student at
Parkallen School, for the third year
in succession was awarded the Citizen-
ship Award trophy last spring. In ad-
dition she aiso won the Honors Awar:l
trophy.

*

Warm tribute was paid by univer-
ity leaders as Dr. Richard Beck last
spring relinquished his post as chair-

man ol the department of modern and
c'assical languages at the Universitv of
North Dakota in Grand Forks on
reaching the compulsory retirement
age og (5. However Dr. Beck will con-
tinue in his capacity of professor of
Scandinavian studies and literature,
which position he has held for the past
34 years. Professors at the universitv
may continue as such until they reach
the age of 70.
*

Wallace Wayne Jonasson graduated
Irom the University of Manitoba in
the spring of 1963 in Electrical Engi-
neering. He is the son of William and
Ingibjorg Jonasson of 530 Spence St.,
Winnipeg.
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Professor Loftur Bjarnason, of the
United States Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey and secretary-treas-
urer of the Society for the Advance-
ment of Scandinavian Studies, was
guest speaker at the Icelandic in-
dependance day celebration held by
the Icelandic Society of Northern Cali-
fornia in the form of a picnic gather-
ing at the Marin Town and Country
Club at Fairfax June 16.

Society president Sveinn Olafson pre-
sided and Gunnhildur S. Lorensen
spoke on Iceland’s liberator, Jon Sig-
urdsson. Introduced were a number of
distinguished guests, including visitors
from overseas.

*

Members of the Icelandic National
League branch, Bdran, in Mountain,
North Dakota, celebrated Iceland’s
independence day and the 25th an-
niversary of the society there at a gath-
ering June 17 in Mountain’s com-
munity centre. President G. J. Jonason
presided and speakers included Mayor
Arnold Christjanson who brought civic
greetings and Dr. Richard Beck of the
University of North Dakota, guest
speaker. Musical and other numbers
were presented by area artists.

*

Mr. and Mrs. W. Anderson of Ed-
monton, Alberta, were honored on the
occasion of their golden wedding an-
niversary June 11 at a familv dinner
at the home there of their son-in-law
and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Gus Ro-
land.

*

Thomas Croak was elected president
at the annual meeting in May of the
Icelandic Society in Los Angeles, Calif.
Pall Juliusson was named vice-presi-
dent, Hugi Peterson treasurer, and
Mrs. Peterson secretary. Skuli G.
Bjarnason was named trustee for =z
three-year term. Society members cele-

brated Iceland’s independence day

with a dinner dance June 15 in the

Mona Lisa Restaurant in Los Angeles.

Present were guests both from Iceland

and various parts of the United States.
*

Bjorn Axelsson from Reykjavik, Ice-
land, graduated in June from the
Georgia Institute of Technology at
Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. Prior to com-
ing to the United States he had com-
pleted studies and graduated in tex-
tile engineering at the Halifax Techn-
ical College at Halifax, Yorkshire,
England. He is presently employed by
the Aluminum Company of America
in the state of Tennessee. Married, his
wife is the former Catherine Murphy
of Boston, Mass. They have one daugh-

ter.
*

The University of Wisconsin 1n
Madison has embarked on a program
aimed at enlarging its scope in dis-
seminating knowledge and understand-
ing of Scandinavian literature. In the
next five years the university will have
translated into English 15 books by
leading Norwegian, Danish, Swedish,
Finnish and Icelandic authors. Of these
[ive are bv Icelandic writers, Halldor
Kiljan Laxness who some years ago
was awarded a Nobel prize for litera-
ture, Gunnar Gunnarsson, Johann
Sigurjonsson, Gudmundur Kamban
and Agnar Thordarson.

*

Members of the Women’s Icelandic
Club at Victoria, B.C. held their an-
nual garden party July 14 on the
spacious lawn at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Haraldur Bjarnason. The
program included addresses by Dr.
Richard Beck, and nurse Miss Jonina
Skafel who presented an outline of
her visit earlier in the summer to Ice-
land. Senior club officers are president
Mrs.  Agustina  Bjarnason, vice-pres-
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ident Miss Lilja Stephenson, secretary
Mrs. Anna Sveinsson and treasurer
Mrs. Vala Miller.

*

Gudjon Ray Johnson of Kitimat,
B.C. graduated last spring with a bach-
elor of science degree from the Univer-
sity of British Columbia at Vancouv-
er. He is the son of Mrs. Gudlaug
Johnson of Kitimat and the late Bjorn
Johnson. The family moved in 1956
from Vogar, Manitoba, to Kitimat
where they have since made their
home.

*

Members of the Icelandic Society at
Edmonton, Alberta, held their first
picnic gathering in June. Crowned
queen was Irene Henrickson, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Henrickson.

*

Melvin Erlendson, 25, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Magnus Erlendson, 66 Arm-
strong Avenue, was one of two Win-
nipeggers to receive degrees from Har-
vard University in the United States
in June. Mr. Erlendson received a
master of business administration de-
gree. Waldemar Janzen of 991 Fleet
Avenue received a masters’ degree in
theology.

*

Brian Oleson, a student at Riverton
High School, was winner in one of the
12 districts in Manitoba in the annual
Manitoba Mathematics competition
for Grade 11 students sponsored by the
Canadian Mathematical Congress and
the Winnipeg Actuaries’ Club. The
$100 first prize in the competition was
won by Gavle Rutherford, a student
at Silver Heights Collegiate in the
Winnipeg suburb of St. James. She
topped 506 students from 101 Man-
itoba high schools to win the award.

Autumn 1963
Members of the Icelandic Canadian
Society in Toronto, Ont. gathered in
June in the Old Mill Restaurant for a
two-fold .purpose, first to celebrate Ice-
land’s Independence day and secondly
to honor authoress Laura Goodman
Salverson and her husband, George
Salverson, on the occasion of their 50th
wedding anniversary. Earlier the group
had met to honor Mr. and Mrs. Hjort-
ur Torfason prior to their return to
Iceland after having spent two years
in Toronto where Mr. Torfason, a
professor of law in Reykjavik, had
studied corporation law at the Uni-
versity of Toronto under a Canada
Council scholarship.
*

The Icelandic Canadian has reached
its majority and with this number com-
mences its 22nd year. There would
have been sound reasons for issuing
a special edition but all that needs
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be done is to remind the reader that
when the magazine was launched very
few people thought that it would suc-
ceed. A man who had considerable
experience as a newspaperman predict-
ed that it would last a couple of years,
at the most six years.

One conclusion can be reached and
it is the only conclusion that need be
reached. There is a Need for the mag-
azine. That need is realized not only
in Canada but equally so in the United
States, and, it can now be knowledge-
ably said, in Iceland as well.

Celebrate Golden Wedding Anniversary

Y

Mr. and Mrs. Helgi J. Helgason

Mr. and Mrs. Helgi ]J. Helgason of
D’Arcy, Saskatchewan, were honored
Saturday and Sunday, July 27 and 28,
by friends, neighbors and family on
the occasion of their 50th wedding
anniversary. Mrs. Helgason, Annie (nee
McIntyre) was born in Ontario. Pres-
ent for the occasion were all their
children, one daughter and eight sons.

Held in their honor in the United
Church at neighboring Brock on Sat-
urday was a banquet presided over In
their son, Flight Licutenant J. Harold
Helgason of the R.C.A.F. at Comox.
B. C. On behalf of the family, Dr. Ro-
bert E. Helgason, physician at Burn-

aby, B. C. gave an address. Read also
was a poem by Jakobina Johnson of
Seattle, Wash., U.S.A., a schoolmate
in early years of Mr. Helgason. An-
other speaker was Erick Helgason of
Winnipeg, Helgi's brother and his best
man 50 years ago.

Gifts to the honoured couple includ-
ed a 1963 model automobile from the
family. The afternoon program was
followed bv an evening dance in Brock
Community Hall.

On Sunday open house was held at
the Helgason home when some 200
citled to offer congratulations and
Lest wishes. Mr. and Mrs. Helgason
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have lived in the D’Arcy district since
thev homesteaded there in 1910.

Besides Flight Lt. Harold and Dr.
Robert their children are Gladys, Mrs.
Murray Oleson of North Bay, Ont.
Fred of D’Arcy, William of Elrose,
Sask., Bernard, a pharmacist of Ot-
tawa, Ont., Dr. Norman, physician at
Cavalier, North Dakota, Dr. Erick, a
Winnipeg dentist, and Brian, a student
at Fargo, N. Dak. There are 21 grand-
children.

Helgi J. Helgason is the oldest of
six children of the late Jonas and Sig-
ridur (Sigurdardoéttir) Helgason, born
in Iceland, who migrated to Canada
in 1388 and after one year settled in
the Argyle District, Man., where Jonas
built a large stone house, a veritable
landmark to this day. Children of the
late Jonas and Sigridur are: Helgi of
D’Arcv, Erlendur of Winnipeg; Gud-
laug (Lauga) Johannesson, widow, of
Vancouver: Ingolfur in Glenboro; Frid-
rik of Edmonton and Kristjan who
farms on the original farmstead; There
is a foster daughter, Kristbjorg, Mrs.
Helgi Finnson of Milton, N. Dak.

The Icelandic Canadian extends
greetings to this large and widely
scattered family —T.O.S5.T.

LAKELAND DAIRIES

SELKIRK MANITOBA
i “Quality Dairy Products”

Distributors
SKYR
Winnipeg Phone GLobe 20312
Selkirk Phone 482 — 3681

“SELKIRK BRAND”
FROZEN FRENCH FRIES

i Winnipeg Phone GLobe 2-0312

SUPPORT
THE

COMMUNITY
CHEST

SUBSCRIBE TO THE —

ICELANDIC CANADIAN MAGAZINE

Two Good
 Hotels . . .

LELAND HOTEL
William & Albert

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL

Portage at Parkdale

Kirkfield Park, Man.

J. E. Dangerfield, proprietor

W. D. Bjarnason, manager
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Gilbart Funeral Homes | { CHIEF HOME BAKERY
309 Eveline St. # Prop. Helga Olafson !
SELKIRK, MAN. f ;
Phone 3271 ; Pastries — Bread i
and r Vinarterta and Other Icelandic i
Ist Street : Specialties to order i
GIMLI MAN i also Catering i
Phone ZE 17000 | j
749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. 3-6127
— Serving the Interlake Area — é
r
i o . . !
i Winnipeg’s Leading Florists p
: iptown Bowling Lanes i
I 1
1 1
1 WINNIPEG FINEST — 30 LANES i
E Ladies morning and afternoon Instruction i
i Classes — FREE FLORISTS !
] - 4 ]
t under the direction of E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS j
; Hilda Joh d Eileen Finni
p Milda Johnson and Eilcen Hinnic TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU j
i First class to start in September — Please :
| phone or call for openings 277 Portage Ave. —Ph. WH 3-0731 |
} 304 ACADEMY RD. — Ph. GLobe 24021 Polo Park Shopping Centre i
% —Ph. SP 5-8484 i
? |
1 1 BB 1
: : |
 Crescent Creamery | | Toast Master
! Limited | |
i !
| Dealers in “Quality Guarded” | MIGHTY FINE BREAD :
! Dairy Products for over '
; 57 years. i * i
| MILK - CREAM - BUTTER | | Joastmaster Sales Lid.
| “CLANSMAN” ICE CREAM Iﬁ T *
% Phone SUnset 3-7101 | PHONE SUnset 3-7144 ;
1. ) _ o ) V
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Likely it isn’t. It can earn a substantial
guaranteed rate of interest at WSL.
For complete information ask one of

I
J Is your money working as hard as you?
;
g our Saving Councellors.

i

The WESTERN SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION

280 Smith Street — Winnipeg
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ICBLAIND

A land of culture where more books are published in proportion
to the number of persons than in any other country.

A land of great men like Einar Jonsson and Jonas Hallgrimsson
that have brought forth great pieces of sculptor and poetry.

[celand is a land of beautiful women too — this has been
recognized in the crowning of Gudrun Bjarnadottir of Iceland
as Miss International Beauty of 1964.

Poetry, sculptor, heritage and beauty — the Icelandic people
can take great pride in their history and their future.

THE CARLING (Manitoba) BREWERIES LTD.

™

e e s e T S —pp—

CANADIAN' LIVESTOCK CO-OPERATIVE
(WESTERN) LIMITED

® Where Livestock Sellers and Buyers meet;
® Where your own employees supervise cattle sales;
® Where hogs are sold to best advantage;

® Where volume brings highest economic returns
to the producer;

® Where the operation is under the management of

3 MANITQBA POOL ELEVATORS

’






