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TENDER LOVING
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BREADS SO GO0D
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e ﬂm. ey . : Ever wonder what makes those

E.‘..,w., =. RE crusty, crunchy loaves in Eaton’s

= . : Grill Room Products so good? It’s

the old fashioned way we make

them. With old fashioned recipes

and old fashioned ingredients (like

the nine ingredients in our authen-
tic Icelandic bread). And the
timing. No _.:z_::,n, ever. Qur
yeast dough is allowed to rise at

its own speed, never forced. The
final touch? Baking right on the
bricks in our marvellous old fash-
ioned ovens. That’s how you get
old fashioned goodness. Typical
of every Grill Room product,
from Eaton’s own bakeshop.

Grill Room Products, Main and Third Floor,
Downtown i

of Tourism

Dept

Courtesy of “Manitoba Travel”

HECLA ISLAND, on the road to Gull Harbour.
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NOW agricultural news and

pronouncements as they affect you, every
day with Jim Rae...
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NOW consumer reports with NOW weather, markets, road
Lynne MacFarlane, reflecting reports, interviews — all
up-to-the-minute inflationary commercial free and all tied
dangers and best buys... together by host Gren Marsh
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1065 ELLICE AVENUE AT WALL STREET

DISTINCTIVE HAIRSTYLES — MEN’S HAIR COLORING
SCALP & HAIR TREATMENT — HAIRPIECE SALES & SERVICE

CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NO SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS

B AM, TO 6 P.M. PHONE 775-0687 CLOSED MONDAYS

TALLIN, KRISTIANSSON & SMITH

BARRISTERS and SOLICITORS
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Lowest jet fares
non-stop to Iceland
from Chicago
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Icelandic Airlines (Loftleidir) now gives you a
choice of non-stop scheduled jet flights to Iceland
from New York OR CHICAGO! All with lowest jet
fares of any scheduled airline to Iceland and to
Luxembourg in the heart of western Europe.

ALSO, regularly scheduled jet service from
New York or Chicago, via Iceland, to Oslo, Copen-
hagen, Stockholm, Glasgow or London. You can stop
over and visit Iceland, at no extra air fare, on your
way to the rest of Europe.

For full details and folders on new fares, see
your travel agent or contact:

JIC LOFTLEIDI

630 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020; Phone (212) 757-8585
37 S. Wabash Ave Ch|cago I, 60603 Phone (312) 372-4797
Phone Toll Free In Continental U. S ) [80O03 555-1212
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EDITORIAL

THE CITIZENSHIP COUNCIL OF MANITOBA

ANNUAL REPORT

The anual report of the Citizenship
Council of Manitoba calls to mind
the numerous and varied services of
this organization on behalf of our
host of new arrivals from many coun-
tries. At the last Court of Canadian
Citizenship 1,861 certificates of Can-
adian citizenship were presented. The
top ten countries of birth of the new
citizens were the Philippines, Germany,
Italy, Czecholslovakia, Poland, Port-
ugal, United States of America, Greece
and The Netherlands.

Immigrant services include accom-
modation, employment, legal assist-
ance, counselling, and translation of
documents. A language bank includes
volunteer linguists and interpreters in
25 languages. Courses in English are
offered at the International Centre
and social entertainments are organized
at the Centre. For example a club or

society will provide on a Saturday a
daytime entertainment and refresh-
ments, its members mingling with the
the members of the Centre, or on a
week night more simply a social gath-
ering over a cup of coffee.

Among some 75 organizations who
are members of the Citizenship Coun-
cil are the I.O.D.E. Provincial Chapter
of Manitoba, the Canada Press Club,
the Icelandic Canadian including the
Viking Club of Winnipeg.

The Citizenship Councils and the
International Centres of Canada offer
Canadians of Icelandic descent, who
celebrated their Manitoba Centennial
last year to join hands in welcoming
the host of newcomers from many
lands arriving steadily, a part of our
evolving Canadian social pattern.

W. Kiristjanson

A. B. EDVALD OLSON MEMORIAL GIFT TO THE ICEL. CANADIAN

A memorial gift in memory of the
late B. Edvald Olson, in the amount
of $85.00, has been presented to The
Icelandic Canadian.

This memorial gift is being donated
by the Kristjanson family, cousins of
Edvald: Jonas (of Regina) Gustaf (of
Winnipeg), Marino (of Ottawa), Lily

Hearn (of Redlands, California), Una
Stewart (of Ottawa), and Svava Sey-
mour (of Vancouver).

For an account of Edvald Olson,
see The Icelandic Canadian Spring
1976 issue, page 33.

The Icelandic Canadian expresses
appreciation for this memorial gift.
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Mattie Halldorson

It is with regret that once again we
have to announce the death of a long-
time and staunch member of The Ice-
landic Canadian Magazine editorial
board. Miss Mattie Halldorson, sec-
retary of board for many years past,
died on April 16, 1976.

The story of Mattie’s contribution
to The Icelandic Canadian begins

shortly after World War II, when for
many years she was in charge of “Our
War Effort” in the magazine, which
featured pictures and biographical
details of some one thousand men and
women of Icelandic descent who
served in the Canadian and American
forces in World War II. In addition
she contributed numerous articles and
items of interest about people and
events.

Mattie was one of the early mem-
bers of the Icelandic Canadian Club
of Winnipeg, which was founded in
1938, and she served as President and
was secretary for many years. She took
her turn being in charge of the pro-
gram at the Club’s entertainment for
Senior Citizens at Christmas.

Mattie’s work in the Icelandic com-
munity in Winnipeg extended to other
organizations. She was a member of
Frén chapter of the Icelandic Nation-
al League, and for some yeears past
she was secretary of the Icelandic
Festival of Manitoba committee. She
was an active member of the First
Lutheran Church. She sang in the
choir for many years, served on the
Council of the Parish, and was Pres-
ident of the First Lutheran Church
Women.
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DESIDERATES MELIOREM PATRIAM -—

THE ORDER OF CANADA

Although the granting of honours
and awards for distinguished service
and special merit has been a regular
practice among most western nations,
including the British, it was not until
1967 that a distinctively Canadian
system of such awards was created.
In April of that Centennial year,
Prime Minister L. B. Pearson an-
nounced that “The Government con-
siders that there is a need in Canada
for some official Canadian method of
recognizing outstanding merit and
public service in different fields.” The
Order of Canada was established by
letters patent as a means of granting
official civilian honours to Canadians
in recognition of merit. The “differ-
ent fields” covers a great variety of
areas indeed. Those who have been
honoured include noted scholars,
scientists, politicians, business lead-
ers, churchmen, judges, writers, stars
in the performing arts, and athletes.
The Order provides a unique oppor-
tunity to recognize the contributions
to our national life which have been
made by the individuals selected.
While the Order includes no titles
and confers no special privileges,
those who are appointed to one of the
three levels of membership are per-
mitted to use the letters CM (for
member), OC (for officers) or CC
(for Companion) after their names.
The highest level —the Companion
of the Order of Canada— may be
awarded on the basis of exceptional
merit relating to Canada or to the

community at large. The number of
Companions may never exceed 150.
The Governor-General of the day is
the Chancellor of the Order. Mem-
bership is limited to 150.

Four citizens of Icelandic descent
have been granted the honour of
having been invested with the Order
of Canada. Their contributions, like
that of the membership generally,
have been in widely different fields,
but they share the distinction of hav-
ing made a significant contribution to
the life of their community and
through it to the life of the nation.

Dr. Percival Johnson,

The latest to have received the
honour is Dr. Percival Johnson, CM,
MD, FRCS(C), FACS. “For his de-
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voted service over nearly forty years
as medical practitioner and friend to
the people of Flin Flon, Manitoba.”
He was named a Member of the
Order in October, 1975. A graduate
in medicine from the University of
Manitoba in 1934, he opened a prac-
tice in Flin Flon the following year.
During his years of service there he
delivered over 3000 babies and per-
formed a great deal of major surgery.
The Flin Flon Clinic was organized
largely through his efforts in 1943.
He was also considerably instrumen-
tal in helping the Hudson Bay Mining
and Smelting Company and the
miners’ union to come to an agree-
ment on a comprehensive health care
plan covering all staff and depend-
ents. It was not unusual for Dr.
Johnson to spend all morning in the
operating room, make a trip to the
clinic in the afternoon, and spend the
evening checking his patients at the
hospital. There were also occasions
when he was pushed or hauled across
slush ice and open water in a canoe
to attend the sick. Such were the
“frontier” conditions that he worked
in. In later years he became Chief of
Staff of the Flin Flon General Hospi-
tal. Heretired in 1972. To the people
of Flin Flon he was a great friend
and humanitarian. and they were
gratified to heer cf the honour be-
stowed upon him.

Another figure associated with our
northern communities, Svein Sigfus-
son, formerly a farmer, fisherman,
trapper, bush pilot, and finally a
highway contractor, received his in-
vestiture as a member of the Order
in June of 1974 — “For his service in
the development of transportation

Svein Sigfusson

systems in northern Manitoba.” His
name is principally associated with
the Sigfusson Transportation Com-
pany, an operation begun in 1942 by
him and his brother, Skuli. This
Company has built a network of
winter roads into northern areas of
Manitoba and northwest Ontario
which are normally accessible only
by air during the rest of the year.
This is a very considerable operation
which has proved a tremendous boon
to the scattered Indian settlements,
Hudson’s Bay Company trading
pests. church missions, and hydro and
government instaliations which make
use of it. An article on the Sigfusson
Brothers’ Transportation Empire of
the North appeared in the 1970
Spring issue of The Icelandic Cana-
dian. In his younger days, Svein was
an athlete of recognized ability. He
was a discus and hammer thrower
who represented Canada at the Brit-
ish Empire Games in 1950 and 1954.
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His father, Skuli Sigfusson, was a
member of the Manitoba legislature
for 25 years, and Svein himself ran
asa candidate for Parliament in 1974.

Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson

Dr. Thorvaldur Johnson, OC,D.Sc.,
B.S.A, Ph.D,, LLD, FRSC, is an
Officer of the Order of Canada. He
was appointed to the Order as reci-
pient of the Medal of Service in
December 1971, “For his research in
the field of rust-resistant cereals.”
Born at Arnes, Manitoba, he gradu-
ated with his degree in Agriculture
from the University of Saskatchewan
in 1924. In 1930 he received his Ph.D.
in Science. Dr. Johnson had a long
and distinguished career in the field
of research on plant diseases. In 1953
he was named Director of the Plant
Pathology Division of the Dominion
Research Laboratory, a position he
held until his retirement in 1962. He

was Advisor on cereal rust investiga-
tions to the Government of West
Pakistan, 1964-65. Honours have con-
tinued to come his way. In 1966 he
was named a Fellow of the American
Phytopathological Society in recog-
nition of his long service to the field
of plant pathology and outstanding
contribution to plant research. In
1967 his alma mater (University of
Saskatchewan) awarded him an hon-
orary LLD degree. He is also the
recipient of the Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award and the Elvin Charles
Stakman Award of the University of
Minnesota. His work on control of
rust in cereal crops may well have
saved billions of dollars for the west-
ern Canada Agricultural industry.
Incidentally, Thorvaldur Johnson
has also been a contributor to this
magazine cn a numper of occasions.
The Auvtumn, 1969, issue of The Ice-
landic Caoncdian carried an article by
him entitled “Ethnic Origin of Ice-
landers” as well as an article on Vil-
hjalmur Stefansson; and in the Win-
ter, 1965, issue he psid tribute to the
work of Dr. Thorbergur Thorvaldson.

Dr.P.H.T. Thorlakson, CC, MDCM,
MRCS (Eng.) FRCS, Surgeon and
Chancellor of the University of Win-
nipeg, was made a Companion of the
Order of Canada in December, 1970,
“For his services in this profession
and in the development of Group
Medicine.” His reputation as a dis-
tinguished surgeon and leader in the
community is so well known as to
hardly require recounting. As found-
er and Director of the Winnipeg
Clinic, as surgeon-in-chief at the
Winnipeg General Hospital, as pro-
fessor of surgery at the University of
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Dr. P. T. H. Thorlakson

Manitoba, as a president of the Mani-
toba Institute for the Advancement
of Medical Education and Research,
as well as of the National Cancer In-
stitute of Canada, and as author of
innumerable scientific papers in his
field, he has established a truly note-
worthy reputation in the medical
world. In recognition of this he was
awarded an Honorary Fellowship in

the International College of Surgeons
in 1968. Of special interest to the
readers of this magazine has been his
work as chairman of the committee
for the establishment of a fund to
endow a Chair in Icelandic Language
and Literature at the University of
Manitoba, the chairmanship of the
Council of the Betel Old People’s
Home at Gimli, and the centennial
project involving the erection of a
memorial plaque in Ottawa to com-
memorate the discovery of North
America by Bjarni Herjolfsson and
Leif Eiriksson. There is also the part
played by him in the amalgamation
of the two Icelandic weekly news-
papers and the prominent role which
he has played with the Canada Ice-
land Foundation. Dr. Thorlakson has
served as Chancellor of the Universi-
ty of Winnipeg since 1969. The gov-
ernment of Iceland had already rec-
ognized his contributions to the cause
of Icelandic culture in America by
bestowing upon him the Order of the
Falcon. It is most fitting that the
Government of Canada should have
recognized his contributions in a
larger sphere by making him a Com-
panion of the Order of Canada.

—G. Kristjanson
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EARLY ICELANDIC SETTLEMENT IN

THE UNITED STATES
(Excerpts from a radio address by Valdimar Bjornson in 1948 — Utah)

It was in 1851 that two young Ice-
landers from the Westmann Islands,
Thorarinn Haflidason and Gudmund-
ur Gudmundsson, arrived in Copen-
hagen to go to a trade school, for train-
ing in skilled crafts. The year before,
two “apostles” from the Salt Lake City
settlement of Mormons in Utah had
come to Denmark as evangelists for
their faith. Their work, and that of
others, bore fruit both in Denmark and
Sweden. Nearly 30,000 Scandinavians
were converted to the Mormon
religion, most of them moving to Utah.
Of that number, about 15,000 of them
were Danes. These two young Iceland-
ers joined Danish friends in accepting
the new faith, and the idea of moving
far off to the westward to a new coun-
try caught their imaginations. These
Icelanders, fired with something of the
missionary’s zeal themselves, were
urged to go back to their homeland
to convert more of their countrymen.
They did so, confining their efforts
mainly to their home district of the
Westmann Islands, but getting over
into the southern part of Iceland’s
mainland as well.

Thorarinn Haflidason drowned in
1852, but his companion continued the
mission work, joined later by a Dane.
There is no point in prolonging that
detailed recital. It should suffice to
say that the first Icelanders — only a

very few — got to Utah in 1856, a
larger number joined them the follow-
ing year, moving in along with Danes
to found a settlement in and near
Spanish Fork, southeast of Salt Lake
City.

Because of early hostility on the part
of Lutherans toward the Mormon
religion, which at this stage had polyg-
amy as one of its tenets, Icelanders
have seldom paid much attention to the
Utah colony. It had no added recruits
from 1857 until in 1874, with a few
more coming between that time and
1892. I suppose that at its peak, in-
cluding Icelanders and their descend-
ants, the colony has never numbered
more than 200. But they were proud
of their cultural heritage. They sought
to maintain the traditions they had
brought with them, while becoming
excellent citizens of Utah.

One of their number, writing about
the Spanish Fork settlement as it exist-
ed in the early nineties, says it was
acknowledged there that the best
carpenter in the village was an Ice-
lander, so was the best blacksmith,
the leading painter, the best stone-
mason, the finest watch repairman —
and the best handiwork was that of the
Icelandic women. Descendants of this
first modern Icelandic settlement in
America have been particularly proud
of their heritage, and have given that
pride a more impressive tangible dem-
onstration than has been the case in
any other such community — through
the erection, ten years ago, of a pioneer
memorial, taking the form of a mini-
ature lighthouse, with an appropriately
inscribed plaque. As has been 'rue in
every Icelandic community in the
United States and Canada, a very large
proportion of the younger generation
have gone on for advanced schooling,
supplying more than their share of
teachers and professional men.
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The picture below is of teachers of Icelandic origin, teaching in the Shoal
Lake—Lundar district in the Manitoba Interlake, near the beginning of the

century.

Left to Righe
Back row: Arni Stephansson, (07); Maria Kelly, Markland School; Thorbergur

Thorvaldson, Vestfold School(06-M.A. Harvard, 1909); Mary Anderson (05);

Franklin School (03).

Front Row: Emily Anderson, (06); Freda Harold; Guttormur Guttormsson,
Vestfold School, (Arts 07); Steina J. Stefanson, NorSur Stjarna School (North

Star School).
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A Cathedral Organ on a Farm

STEPHEN KOLBINSON

Of all the musical instruments
invented and developed by mankind,
the pipe organ stands alone because
of its range of tones from the deep
thunder of the great 32foot open pipe
to the shrill, almost inaudible whistle
of the top note of the 1 foot stop, less
than a quarter of an inch in length.
Besides this quality is the variety of
tonal effects possible ina largeorgan;
the statuesque grandeur of the Dia-
pason Chorus composed of hundreds
of pipes speaking at various pitches;
the ringing brilliance of the Reed
Chorus and Mixtures; the warm
tones of the massed string pipes and
the pure but no less intriguing sound
of the solo flutes. It must be realized,
however, that an organ capable of all
these effects is costly; of large size,
and requiring a reverberant acousti-
cal environment in crder to sound its
best. Very few churches and audi-
toriums in Western Canada can meet
all these requirements, and it is all
the more remarkabls therafore, that
such an instrument wss erected in a
farm home in Saskatchewan, being
the largest organ in that province.
Built by the world-famous firm of
Casavant Fréres of St. Hyacinthe,
Quebec, it contains over three thou-
sand pipes,controlled by four manual
kevboards and a set of pedals of 32
notes, being five divisions in all. The
question may well be asked, how did

such an instrument come to be in-
stalled in a prairie farm home?

It all began when a boy was taken
to an evening service in Third Ave-
nue United Church, Saskatoon. Used
to the wheezing tones of the small
reed organs such as were then com-
mon in churches and homes in coun-
try districts, the sound of the Third
Avenue three manual Casavant was
a revelation. Like many others, be-
fore and since, the boy thought the
gilded pipes in the case were all
there were in the organ, and wonder-
ed how 43 pipes (he counted them
during the sermon), could give such
a variety of tones.

The lad was about twelve years old
at that time and it would be several
years before he would have the op-
portunity to enter the organ behind
the casework and marvel at the
beautiful workmanship and solid
construction of the Casavant organ
with its great bellows, and wind-
chests carrying their serried ranks of
pipes, of wood and metal.

The boy who was so captivated by
the organ that Sunday evening was
Stuart Kolbinson, son of Stephen and
Theresa Kolbinson, Kindersley; and
grandson of Thorthur Kolbeinsson
and Guthrithur Joénsdottir, immi-
grants from Myrasysly, Iceland. Ste-
phen Kolbinson, who later was to be-
come well known throughout the
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musical world for his collection of
fine violins, and his wife encouraged
the study of music by their children.
Unfortunately for Stuart, the nearest
organ was 120 miles away; learning
to play the organ seemed an impossi-
ble dream.

One day Stuart noticed an article
in a music magazine, with a picture
of a small organ built in the wood-
working shop by the boys of a school
in England. The article mentioned
that the boys had built their organ
from plans and descriptions outlined
in a book, “How To Build A Small
Chamber Organ”, by H. F. Milne, an
Englishman. Eagerly, Stuart sent for
the becok, and after many months it
finally arrived.

This kook desecribed the old fash-
ioned mecheanically operated, or
tracker, crgan, and recuired Hon-
duras Mahogany, special leathers and
access to second-hand pipes, all of
which were out of the question as far
as the resources of a prairie town
were concerned. Reluctantly, Stuart
had to abandon the idea of building
his own practice organ, but that book
was the first of a large collection, in-
cluding rare volumes, in English,
Dutch and German, which eventually
lined his bookshelves.

Soon after enrolling in the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan, Stuart sought
among the churches for a practice
organ, but met with little success.
Clergy and laity, and all too many
organists, know little, as a rule, of
the mechanism of an organ and are
of the impression that two or three
hours of use a week would somehow
wear it out, like a washing machine.
Whereas the opposite is the case; a
little used organ deteriorates much

faster than one that is played every
day.

One result of the short-sighted
policy of the church authorities of
that time was, that they had to im-
port their organists from England
and the United States. Stuart vowed
he would never be achurchmusician,
but would someday own an organ of
his own, better than any of those so
zealously kept from students. Such
an ambition seemed ridiculous at the
time; how could someone who want-
ed to live in the country, dependent
on the capricious prairie weather for
his income, possibly earn enough to
buy and install such a costly instru-
ment?

One night, shortly after graduating
vwith a B.A. degree, Stuart had a
strange dream. He was in a shad,
unloading great, golden pipes, like
thesz in the organ caze of Third Ave-
nue Church, only much larger. And
they belong

Shortly after this dream, he met an
organ tuner from Toronto who in-
vited him to come and work in the
factory that winter. This chance
meeting was the first step towards
the attainment of the dream.

In Eastern Canada Stuart worked
under the direction of Cyril Robbins,
a master craftsman in woodcraft, and
all the areas pertaining to the proper
functioning of the mechanical por-
tions of the organ. They became good
friends and spent many happy hours
together building the carefully craft-
ed mechanisms on which the relia-
bility of the instrument depended.

Of no less importance to the suc-
cessful completion of the organ is the
art of the voicer. He is the rare in-
dividual who is trained to take the
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pipes as they come from the pipe-
maker, complete but unable to sound,
and brings out by means of delicate
adjustments requiring a surgeon’s
skill, those glorious tones so beloved
of Bach and Mozart. Stuart was for-
tunate in becoming acquainted with
Eberhard Walcker, a voicer for Casa-
vant Fréres and a member of the
greatest organ-building family in
Europe. Under the guidance of Mr.
Bckbins and Mr. Walcker, Stuart
learned many secrets of the organ-
buildsrs’ art which were to prove
most ugeful to him later on.

it had beengather-
icus sources, and
winter he helped
he windchests and
2d, two manual
réres building the

feet in hei in his
rerents’ house, and “»efcre feedin’f
time in the spring Stuart had com-
pleted the installation of the organ
which was cpened in recital by Wil-
fred V/colhcuse, crganist of Knox
Church in Saskatoon. The instument
contained over 500 pipes, including
two 16 foot stops on the pedal, ex-
tended to 36 stops in all. Now Stuart
could practise when he liked, except
that the pipe chamber was next to
his mother’s bedroom and late even-
ing concerts were not always appre-
ciated! Asithappened, he wasnot to
own the organ for very long.

A heautiful farm nearby came up
for sale a few months later and Stu-
art, who loenged for a home of his
own, decided to buy the property, if
he could. HHis means were limitad,
and in order to make the reguired
down-payment he had to sell the

organ which is now in-a church in
Saskatoon. It was not easy, but he
comforted himself with the thought
that he would soon be 2ble to build
another organ, even bettar than the
one he had sold.

Unfortunately, Mother Nature de-
cided nct to co-operate those first
years; cne vear, after a long winter
with hezavy s ! ] "r‘:ods in the

Jestroying,
3 of ducks,
vath. Then

" its com-
ncluded meny

Ui

municanis
of the mos nent and wealthv
citizens of é*p n 1907 they had
bought a 1= very fine organ

from Casavant res which was
praised by many recitalists of inter-
national fame including Mazrcel Du-
pre and Jos ] f France and
Arthur Holli

members of the congregation movad
to the suburks, and as the vears
passed the remnant of the congre
tion could nct keep the oid buil
in repair, so that it becamec somewhat
shabby. About this time William
Zeckendorf,the New York real estate
developer proposed to iy the site in
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order to build a huge “Merchandise
Mart”, naming an attractive figure.
Old Grace Church was doomed, al-
though some members of the congre-
gation put up a valiant effort to save
their building, the controversy being
reported in the Winnipeg Press. Stu-
art had an Aunt in that city, and she,
knowing of his interest in the organ,
used to send him clippings of news-
paper reports of the battle which
dragged on for years.

One summer the Reserve Army, of
which Stuart was a member, sent
him and a number of others from
Saskatchewan to Winnipeg’s Fort Os-
borne Barracks for training. The
first evening, while the rest of the
platoon headed for the nearest bar,
Stuart took a bus downtown to Grace
Church. There }ie met a church offi-
cial who told k'm tha kuilding was
sold, and wouls razed to the
ground in four months’ time. The
organ had to be =old at once, but be-
cause of its great size no one was
particularly interested in buying it.
The official tolc ?*f“‘w‘-"t 1';-3 was auth-
orized to sell the it

second thought
that night the
ument. e v
placa to erect i

lMiany days of g
pass before ik
loaded into two &
ped to the farm at K‘PC .

a cay’s work, Stuart and his helper,
a retired railwayman, who had a
d knowledge of organs, took on

IS <..ppearance of coal miners. A
healf century of oily black dust had
settled on every flat surface.

it was while unloading a 24-foot
lons® Diapason pipe into a shed on his

farm that Stuart realized the situa-
tion was almost identical to his
dream, or pre-vision, whatever it
may have been, of years before.

It was no small task to stow the
heavy parts, mostly in the barn loft,
in a place of safety, but it was finally
accomplished, all except a few of the
heavy wooden pedal pipes. While
lifting these into the loft a sudden
blizzard came without warning; after
the storm calmed three days later,
the pipes were buried under ten feet
of snow. Storm after storm followed
that winter; when spring finally
came Stuart managed to dig out the
pipes: before the melting snow caused
any damage.

Several years paszed befcre Stuart
was able to build a music room large
enough for the orgen; with the help
of friends, the previously preparsd
wooden truss

length, were

moving and reopuilulng the orgain.

Fineally, niece by piece, the crgan
was sct in place, on its frame exactly
as it had stood in Grace Church. A
new oak and mahcgany conscle was
built, the action changed from tubu-
lar-rneumatic to electro-pneumatic;
a new blower imported from Eng-
land was connected, and one day,
seven years after the blizzard, the
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counded in its

chorus
The rek

Ta wx
WS 1o f\\,

Cne winter Stuart visited Victoria
end fell in leve with the West Coast.

ria and moved to that
Tre plan was tomove
1 25 scon as a suitable place
could e fcund or built for it.

i Iznd and building
o such an astro-

chandened. Varicus schemes to keep

N in‘:d;:ct end in family owner-

2nsed,the great organ
<o narrowly escaped
be probably broken
for perts; the organ
t veice accompanied thou-
rshin will soon be no

B
£ L

- Is tak from
Hztm:ir, of Revki
n alter the Tee
Maniteba  Centennial

?’“‘oLsL 3'1
mother to:
1 Canada has
to the descen
staved home.
?\ﬁf veen  Icelanders  herz
v has beenn difficult up
s beenr mainly on the
Mutual visits have bheen
‘zzsi\'c~1:‘zcl'e 1s no direct link either
sea or air—and trade has not been
extensive.

Logberg-Heimskringla plavs a vital
role in maintaining contact between

Zf nd

bhv

LY LAUNDHED IN ICELAND

1

land and Canada as do other publ-
tions In Enelish such as the Iceland-
an, published quarterly in
in Iceland itself there are
published in English in
1 those who may not read
elandic but are interested in Iceland
the same.
These are the quarterly Atlantica
nd Review, a colorful, inform-
azine which has many sub-
in Canzda and a recently-
. newspaper-like monthly call-
s from Iceland produced by the
same publishers in Reykjavik.

it seems that much of the contact-
keeping is left to such publications for
the time being, but direct communi-
s between Iceland and Canada

would help strengthen the ties across
the ocean.
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MOTHERLAND

Oh ageless Mother, frosty white,

Let golden morning crown your head,
Your robe the mountains’ purple light,
Your blood the sun’s dark midnight red.
You who instilled my heart with fire,
Hark while I tune my silver lyre.

Oh Mcther, Mother, from your spell
Of fairy tale and giant tread,

And from the skalds and sagaland
The potent stuff of dreams is fed;
Gentle and patient guard of qays
Hark to my joyous notes of praise.

Oh Mother, mountain goddess fair,
Upright and staunch as truth might stand,
Blessing your wayward western sons,

Thy constant love, their guiding hand.
Dyed till my death my blood must be

I cannot stop my song to thee.

Oh Mother, steadfast and serene,
You who released vour child to roam
Kept the candle for the wanderer
Shining in your haven-home.

Listen, dear Mother, at your shore:
My ode in every billow-roar.

You loosed us, Mother {rom your will,
And we sprung life in foreign land
And yet our blood is still the blood
Of Iceland’s head and heart and hand,
Thus gently 'slaved we yearn for thee,
Forever bonded, tho set free.

Oh Mother, lit¢le island gueen,

Where nature’s bounty failed to grow
Bare blasted boulders mar vour land,
And stripped and naked moorlands show.
And vyet such treasure in thy keep!

Too fine for all; age-rich and deep!

Oh matchless Mother, force eternal,
Tho you bore your sons to pain,
Kept the light through sunniess winters,
Poison ash and lava-rain:
You stamped old marks of manhood on the brow
For this I sing your praises, Mother, now.
— Paul A. Sigurdson
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HISTORY OF ANNA SIGRIDUR BJORNSON ([1840-1882)
A PIONEER MOTHER OF NORTH DAKOTA

WRITTEN BY HER SON, M. F. BJUORNSON

Her maiden name was Anna Sig-
ridur Arnadétetir. She was born and
raised in Iceland. In her time there
were no public schools for children,
but all were confirmed in the Luth-
eran Church, which required some
education. The children were taught at
home or in the local pastor’s home.
Thus my mother, like other children
of her age, learned to read and write
Icelandic and the fundamentals of
arithmatic, as well as the catechism.

Mother was very fond of literature,
especially poetry, and composed some
poetry herself. Through reading and
self study she learned Danish, which
gave her access to the literature of two
nations. The Danish and Norwegian
book languages are almost alike.

In 1863, she married (my father)
Fridbjorn Bjornsson (1831-1890), and
in 1873 they, with four children, left
Iceland and sailed for America (one
child was left in Iceland who came
later). They landed in Ontario and
stoppea there nearly two years. While
there mother learned to speak and
read English. In 1875, they moved to
New Iceland, in Manitoba, on Lake
Winnipeg, a swampy country, where
an Icelandic colony was established
that year.

My father’s brother was married to
mother’s sister; the two families were
almost inseparable and at first loth
families lived in the same house, a
large one-room cabin. While we were
thus situated, the small pox epidemic
broke out and raged through the settle-
ment. Hardly a home was spared,
many died, and those who recovered

were marked with ugly scars for life.
Our house with the two families
escaped entirely, which was consider-
ed very remarkable.

Soon [ather built another house
from square timbers, sawed by hand
from native trees, with an upstairs,
matched board floors and shingle
roof. As far as I know this was the
finest house in the whole settlement.
The settlers were hard pressed and
some did not believe in the future of
the country, unrest prevailed and soon
many were leaving.

In 1878, father’s brother emigrated
with his family to Pembina County,
Dakota. Next year mother and father
with six children left our good house.
We went by boat to Winnipeg where
we transferred to a train and arrived
at Pembina, Dakota Territory, in the
summer of 1879. In 1880, we moved to
our homestead located one mile south
east of Mountain in Pembina County,
where another Icelandic Colony was
established. The settlers soon jprosper-
ed here and were happy. It is still
known as the Icelandic settlement,
Most of the old pioneers are gone and
their children and grandchildren have
taken their places. I know of only
three homesteaders of the Mountain
community, who are living at this
writing.

Our new home, with its splendid
trees and grassy meadows captivated
our love on sight. Here was promise of
a real [uture and everything looked
bright, had it not been clouded with
the failing health of our beloved
mother. I was hardly nine years old
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when mother died, but I remember her
as rather tall and slender and beaut-
iful but frail. She was the mother of
ten children; the fourth and sixth
child died in Iceland and the seventh
child died in Ontario. I fear the grief
over the less of her babies, the hard-

ship of motherhood and pioneer life
brought on her untimely death at the
age of 42 on December 1, 1882.

Father died Januvary 29, 1850 and was
{ by mother’s side in the Church
Aountain, North Dakota.

ICELANDIC CANADIAN YOUTH

Approximately forty-five young
people attended the organizational
meeting of the Icelandic Canadian
Youth Organization, held at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba March 11.

The meeting was conducted by
Kathy Arnason, who outlined briefly
the aims and intentions of the new
group. She hopes this will be a loose-
ly knit social group, in which young
people of Icelandic descent can gather
to meet one another and learn of
their mutual heritage and culture.
She emphasized the fact that one
need not be fluent in the Icelandic
language to be a member.

Interest in folk singing. drama, folk
dancing and greater participation in
“Islendingadagurinn” was expressed.
It was agreed that Heida Joénsson be
coordinator for the folk singing and
Maureen Arnason for drama.

The possibility of a cultural ex-
change program was introduced and
well received by those present. Mel-
vin McInnis said he would write to
the Minister of Cultural and Educa-
tional Affairs and inquire further

CRGANIZATICN FORMED

into the matter.

Present at the meeting were repre-
sentatives from Fren, Icelandic Can-
adian Club, Icelandic Festival Com-
mittee and the Icelandic National
L.eague of North America. Stefan J.
Stefanson, president of the League,
expressed his pleasure at the forma-
tion of the group, said he hoped it
would be an active one. He empha-
sized the need for young people and
new ideas in the work of the existent
Icelandic organizations.

It was decided that a temporary
executive be formed until fall, when
a new executive is to be elected on a
yearly basis. Kathy Arnason and
Melvin McInnis agreed to coordinate
the efforts of the group through the
summer. Jeff Samson will be treas-
urer and Kris Palsson secretary.

A socizal meeting was planned for
the last weekend in April where a
guest speaker would comment on the
Cod War and a reading of English
translations of Icelandic poetry
would be given.

THE ICELANDIC CAMNADIAN
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BOOK REVIEW:—

The Multilingual Press in Manitoba

The Canada Press Club of Winnipeg.
CursiTiaN Press, Winnipeg, 1975,
pp- 248, $7.50.

This book, published by the Canada
Press Club of Winnipeg, makes its
appearance at a time when multi-
culturalism has the official stamp of
approval from the Government of
Canada but is perhaps insufficiently
appreciated or understood by the
public at large. The Canada Press
Club, a Winnipeg-based union of the
various newspapers and periodicals
serving the cultural minorities of the
country, has been in existence for
thirty-four years. As the President
of the Club (Mr. H. H. Roeder) re-
marks in his foreword to this book,
these newspapers “had common ob-
jectives: to assist newcomers in their
trying periods of adjustment and
adaptation to a new and sometimes
strange environment; to guide them
in the process of integration into the
general stream of Canadian society.”
This theme is borne out throughout
the book — indicating the ways in
which the ethnic press has carried
out the function of helping its read-
ers to retain their own language and
culture while at the same time be-
coming good Canadians.

This work is laid out in three parts.
Part Two, the middle section, is the
heart of the book, particularly as it
might appeal to the general reader.
In this section are twenty-five arti-
cles of varying length which chroni-
cle the development (and, in some

cases, the demise) of the member
publications of the Canada Press
Club. It mskes an interesting addi-
tion to the history of the immigrant
experience in Western Canada. One
is struck by the similar concerns that
faced the various ethnic groups —
German, Swedish, Norwegian, Hun-
garian, Jewish, Ukrainian, Polish,
etc. Not the least of these concerns,
in many cases, was simply finding
the finances to keep them function-
ing.

Naturally the article of most direct
interest to the readers of this maga-
zine is the one entitled “Icelandic
Canadian Publications in Manitoba”
contributed by cur own editor, Wil-
helm Kristjanson. Although it is
only a brief summary of the history
of these Icelandic publications (the
subject is dealt with in greater detail
in Dr. Kristjanson’s book The Ice-
landic Pzople in Manitoba) it is
nevertheless one of the most com-
plete and ably presented articles in
this section of the book. A brief
background giving the historical
basis of Icelandic immigration is pre-
sented as well as the circumstances
that gave rise to the original Icelan-
dic newspaper “Framfari”. The trials
and triumphs of the two weeklies,
Logberg and Heimskringla, and their
cventual merging into one paper is
reccounted. It is somewhat unfortun-
ate that some editor or proofreader
has seen fit to use his own misguided
spelling of Logberg (it is spelled
Loegberg in several places) but per-
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haps oneshould expect tohave minor
errors of this kind occur. Also, Einar
Hjorleifsson, was the first editor of
“Logberg”, not “Framfari”. A por-
tion of the article is also devoted to
the role played by The Icelandic
Canadian in preserving an awareness
of our Icelandic heritage among its
readers, most of whom are of Ice-
landic descent.

Part Three of the volume is a sort
of miscellany of ethnically related
tidbits and is entitled “Non-Member
Publications, Centennial Projects,
Winnipeg’s International Centre”.

Part One is devoted to “History (of
the Canada Press Club”), Ideology,
and Messages. The various messages
— from those who have been associ-
ated with the Club in an active way
as well as from public officials and
dignitaries who send their greetings
and felicitations — give the volume
somewhat the character of a “souve-
nir edition,” which in a way it is.
They will be of less interest to the
general reader than to those who
have keen aszeciated with the work
mere directly. Since the founding
President and principal force in the

Today my daughter turned lourteen,
And, by old fashioned stundards,
She became a woman.

Whesn I lock at her, in her new age,

I sec the woman peeking out,

But tenuously, and slyly,

Watchiny that we not mark her

As ‘no ienger a child’,

Or, place on her too quickly

The burdensome weights of adulthoed.

A voung eivl who stiil stops her job

Of shioveling the snow from the
front walk,

establishment of the Canada Press
Club was Judge W. J. Lindal (for
many years editor of The Icelandic
Canadian) even this section is of
more than passing interest, however.
Watson Kirkconnell’s article on “The
Role of the Ethnic Press” is also both
readable and extremely interesting.
A special interest is added when one
considers Dr. Kirkconnell’s long con-
tectwithand interest in the Icelandic
community in Manitoba. He reminds
us in this brief article that “Not the
least of the achievements of the
ethnic press lies in its greatness as a
vehicle for creative and scholarly
literature. We must not forget that
the ethnic press is the only Canadian
medium through which the writer in
a language other than English or
French can have his work printed or
find a comprehending and sympathe-
tic audience.” This tribute to the
value of a multilingual press makes
a telling point and those who have
laboured fcr the Canada Press Club
and its member publications may de-
servedly take a bow.

— G. KRISTJANSON.

PASSAGE

To take the heavy, shovel-shaped
chunks
And make with them a circular fortress
Which she will chink with soft snow to
Create 2 hide-away for herself and her
vounger brother.
Hev tob is too soon [orgotten,
And cemptation overcomes obligation
with play,
And the little girl shows
That she is still becoming a woman.

John S. Matthiasson
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FROAM!

Mrs. 1 (Vielet) Ingald

Dr. Svei:

scrvmgeonr (nee Valdine Ingaldsen), Mrs. 5.

o P Ty 3 Iy
Bergman, Dr. B. 13,

Joseph T. Thorson, MMrs. C. P. Paulson (Mavor of Gimli, 1985-57), Norma Bex

ire was taken on the coccasion of the visit €

Gimli of Governor-Gen = ord Tweedsmuir, in 1936.

aonvaldur Petursson, Aide Redman, Mrs. G. A. Paulson, (nee Magnea

%3

C. P. Paulson, Sveinn Thorvaldsen, Lovd Tweedsmuir, Hon.

«on Sieurdson.
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Graduates and Scholarships

GRADUATES

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
Master of Arts

JOSEPHSON, Wendy Louise, B. A.
—Major and Ancillary: History
Bachelor of Arts Honours
HILLAND, Douglas Michael.

Bachelor of Arts

ANDERSON, Ronald Miles
ANDERSON, Wilbert Arnold
FINNBOGASON, Eve Margot
GOODBRANDSOX, Gary Douglas
NARFASON, Laureenr Olina
OLAFSON, Donna Lynn
OLESON, Signy Laura

Master of Education

BJARNASON, Mildred Caroline,
—B.A., B.Ed. Major and Ancillary:
Education.

Bachelor of Education
ANDERSON, Lena Veronica, B.A.
—Winnipeg, Manitoba.
GOODMAN, Gloria Jane
MILLAN, Dennis Joel, B.\.,, Wpg.
RUMMERY, Robert Thomas, B.Sc.,
—Winnipeg, Manitoba.

SILVER, John Elmar, B.P.E.

TOPP, Karen Sigrid

Bachelor of Home Econcmics
GUDMUNDSON, Elen B

Certificate in Education
BJORNSON, Laurie Ann, B

EPP, Erika, B.\., Winninen.

GUSTAFSON, James Allan, B.Sc.
HALDORSON, Larry Allan, B.A.
SICFUSSON, Lois Olive Iris, B.A.,
—Winnipeg, Manitoba

STLETSKI, Wayne Leif, B.Sc., Honors.
THORLAKSEON, Linda Gail, B.A,
—Winnipeg, Manitoba

AMaster of Science

KJARTANSON, Keliy John Thorkel,
—B.Sc,, (C.E) Major and Ancillary:
—Civil Engineering.

Backelor of Science

SYOLFSGON, Rov Stelan
GISIASOXN, Kathryn MMargaret

JTOHNSOXN, Jo-Ann Margret

(o)

Bachelor of Laws

BACKAIAN, Philip Pouglas, B.A.
Ba:lelor of Sacial Work
LERGER, He'ga Marzaret, B.A.
OFHLKERS, Gudrun, B.A.
P.OLFE, Sigrid Jeanette

XIater of Business Administration
TOHNSON, Harold Grant
ANAGMNITSEON, Warren Gunnie
PLIATASON, Gudmundur
Fachelor of Interior Deiign

PETLERSON, jovee Frances

Fachelar of Music (Perforimance)

PETERSON, Mary Kathryn
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Doctor of Medicine

JOHNSON, Dale Gustaf
STEFANSSON, Donald Arthur

Bachelor of Science in Medicine
JOHNSON, Dale Gustaf
Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy
EYOLFSON, Victor Thorstein

Bachelor of Nursing
KRISTOFFERSON, Judith Bennetta

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
ARNASON, Ronald James
HELGADOTTIR, Aslaug
MARTIN, Sigurdur Lorne
SIGURDSON Signy Lou

Bachelor of Physical Education
ARNASON, Christine Shonda
OLIVER, Nancy Sigrid
University of Manitoba Graduate
Physical Education

BUSBY, James Lawrence — Deans
Honour list. His mother is Norma
Ingimundson Busby formerly of Lun-
dar, now living in Winnipeg. Grand-
parents are Jacobina Breckman Ingi-
mundson and the late Larus Ingimund-
son formerly of Selkirk.

*

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
GRADUATES —1976

University Silver Medal for the second
highest standing in the 4-year Science
programe

CHRISTIANSON, Keith Eldon

Bachelor of Science

STEFANSON, Randall Laurel,
—Dean’s Honor List

THORLEIFSON Ian Clive, —Dean's
Honor List.

WEBB, Laura Sigrun

Bachelor of Education
DANIELSON, Dorothea Gayle
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)

OLSON, Louise Ingibjorg

Bachelor of Arts (General)....
JOHANSON, Sigmundur Clifford

JOHANSSON, Kenneth Raymond
—Deans Honour List

STEVENS, Robert Donald -
—Dean’s Honour List

SWANSON, Larry John

*

CORRECTION re scholarship award.
Spring issue, page 34, Niel Johannson,
B.Sc., lor $75.00 read $100.00.

*

UNIVERSITY OF BRANDON
GRADUATES

Bachelor of Science (General)

EIRIKSSON, Brian Ellis, son of Kris
and Helen Eiriksson, Brandon. His
grandmother on the mother’s side is
Vigdis (Sigurdson) Einarson, born at
Vidivollum, Arnes, Manitoba.

*

1.0.D.E SCHOLARSHIPS—1975-76

The Jon Sigurdson Chapter 1.O.D.E.
arwarded four scholarships to out-
standing students entering university
for the term 1975-76
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Johanna Gudrun Skaptason Memorial
Scholarship of $150.00

GRANGER, Kathleen DMargaret -
of Sturgeon Creek High School.

2nd Johanna Gudrun Skaptason Mem-
orial scholarship and a Jon Sigurdson
I.0.D.E. Music scholarship

STEPHENSEN, Sigurdur Albert of
the Grant Park High school.

Elinborg Hanson Memorial Scholar-
ship of $75.00

ROGERS, Aileen Kim, of Dakota
Collegiate.

Irene Alda Jakobson

Miss Irene Alda Jakobson, daugh-

ter of Dr. and Mrs. B. B. Jakobson of
Neepawa, Manitoba has been awarded
the Aikins Memorial Scholarship in
English from the University of Man-
itoba. This award is offered annual-
ly for the student achieving the high-
est grade in the final examination for
English 120.

*

Marion Johnson, of London, Ont.,
has been awarded a second Canada
Council Fellowship, in the amount of
$6,500, to complete her studies in lin-
guistics. She is scheduled to leave for
Nairobi, Kenya, in the middle of June,
for a three month stay

Ms. Johnson is the daughter of Mr.
and Ms. M. T. Johnson, of London.
Ontario, formerly of Winnipeg.

Eric Lorne Stefanson, formerly of
Gimli, recently graduated from the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Manitoba.

Eric is a B.A. graduate, 1971, from
the University of Manitoba and has
his first vear of Pre-Masters in political
Science.

He has been active in sports,
particularly in hockey, and played for
the Selkirk Steelers in the major
junior league, and for the Gimli
Wolves, who won their league champ-
ionships on two or three occasions.

Eric is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Eric
Stefanson of Gimli, Manitoba.
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87TH ANNUAL ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA
JULY 3lsT
GiMLI AUGUST 1st AND 2np
MANITOBA 1976
PLAN TO ATTEND ONE OF THE MOST COLORFUL
SET-TOGETHER HAPPENINGS TO OCCUR
ANNUALLY IN MANITOBA
SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES:—
® Pancake Breakfasts
® Sky Diving Contests
@ Fine Arts Displays and Handicraft Show
@ New Iceland Drama Society Productions
@ Festival 10-mile and 2-mile Fcot Race
® Winnipeg Sports Car Club Race
® New Iceland Music and Poetry Program
@ Delta Wing Kite Flying Demonstration
® Midway — Joyland Shows
® New Iceland Folk-Fest
@ Cemmunity Singing
® Fireworks
® Dance Each Evening
TRADITIONAL FESTIVAL FROGRAM - MONDAY, 2 P.M.

GUEST SPEAKERS:

MR. HEIMBR HANNESSON, Alternate Member of the Parliament of Iceland

MR. HAROLD S. SIGURDSON, Icelandic Consul, Vancouver, B.C.

— FREE ADMISSION TO GIMLI PARK GROUNDS
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Jim Remembers Rockpile Days

Flin Flon, Man.—J. E. (Jim) Good-
man arrived here on a cold February
day in 1935 hoping to beat the de-
pression. He began work as a rock
picker at the Hudson BayMiningand
Smelting Company’s crusher. Last
week Mr. Goodman retired as general
manager.

J. E. Goodman or just Jim as he is
known throughout this northern
mining centre, is a member of the
well-known Winnipeg Icelandic fam-
ily which produced Mike Goodman,
a super star with the world champion
Winnipeg Falcons in 1920 and Cana-
dian speed-skating king.

The Goodman sisters — Goody,
Babe and Frieda — played infield
with the Winnipeg Rambke Rambles
softball team which ran up a string
of 103 consecutive victories in the
mid-1920s.

When the future general manager
arrived at the Flin Flon railway sta-
tion loaded down with hockey equip-
ment he thought his ability in this
direction might be the key to future
success. He had played with the

Pittsburgh Hornets — an amateur
team which offered its players “pit-
tance pay.”

This ambition was thwarted, he
recalls, because before the next hoe-
key season he was working on a job
that kept him on night shift, seven
days a week for a year.

“I will never forget arriving here
in the middle of winter with no job
and no place to stay. The first night
I bunked in a tent. Eventually I got

livingwith an Icelandic family called
Einarsson — some of them are still
around Flin Flon.

“They had a suite which consisted
of one good sized room, partitioned
off. It was over a blacksmith shop.
A lot of fumes would rise from the
action below us especially when a
horse was being shoed. There were
three of the family and three board-
ers living in the place.”

Heating was with two wood stoves.
“By noon the heat would have de-
scended to your shoulders,” he says.

“I soon learned that inviting visi-
tors to share what home you hap-
pened to have was part of the Flin
Flonway of life in those days. Some-
time you’d meet a fellow who had
just arrived and thought nothing of
asking him to crawl into your bed.
People had needs and they had to be
met. We’d all been through it.”

After working six weeks as a sheet
metal worker and at other odd jobs,
Mr. Goodman finally landed a job
with HBM & S as a helper in the
crusher for 38 cents an hour — on
steady night shift. Finally he trans-
ferred to production.

“It was during my second spring in
Flin Flon that I really fell in love
with the place. I used to walk out to
those magnificent lakes with the
fresh wind blowing across them. It
was irresistible country. I guess I've
never fallen out of love with it.”

After five years millwork, Mr.
Goodman began to think about edu-
cation. He completed his grade
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twelve at night school and in 1940 set
out to take up metallurgical engineer-
ing at the University of British Col-
umbia. In 1944 he returned to Flin
Flon with an honors Bachelor of Ap-
plied Science degree.

In 1949, Mr. Goodman married
Shirley Anderson, who was a matron
at the Flin Flon General Hospital
They have four children—two living
in Flin Flon, one in Winnipeg and
the other in British Columbia.

Mr. Goodman has seen Flin Flon
grow from a crude mining town toa
well established city. During recent
years he has been involved in the
modernization of the HBM & S plant
facilities which includes the con-
ctruction of the 820 foot high smoke
stack.

Equalling his technical ability has
been his skill in understanding peo-
ple. “I've walked a mile or two in
the shoes of every man in that plant,”
he says, “I know what he is up
against and how he feels.” The truth
of this remark is demonstrated when
Mr. Goodman is called on to make
presentations at various employee
awards nights.

He likes to recall having been Bob-
by Clarke’s boss when the Philadel-
phia Flyer’s super-star and his team-
mate Reg Leach played with the Flin
Flon Bombers. Commenting on
Clarke’s performance in the plant,
Mr. Goodman said, “He works the
way he plays — all out.”

Mr. Goodman inherited musical
talent from his father who was an
organist at First Lutheran Church,
Winnipeg. One of his first post-
retirement activities is to direct the
Flin Flon Glee Club in the musical
Hello Dolly.

Mr. Goodman was in at the start of
the lccal glee club — first as a singer
and then, by accident, as a director.
Two weeks before final rehearsal of
a musical, the director was taken to
hospital and Mr. Goodman was asked
to take over the job.

Since then he’s been in on the pro-
duction of such musicals as Okla-
homa, Brigadoon, The Merry Widow,
The Music Man, Guys and Dolls and,
now, Hello Dolly.

“The big thrill is to pick up a fel-
‘ow out cf a store on main street who
never thought he could do anything
on the stage but who has the per-
sonality and voice. You work with
him for a winter and he blossoms on
opening night,” Mr. Goodman says.

As general manager, he found him-
self too involved to work with the
glee club production. “There’s just
not enoughspace in one head tocarry
all the things you’d have to think
about trying to do both things,” he
says.

Now at €5, Mr. Goodman is free to
move into the world of music. He’s
also going to be free to travel to
Miami, Florida, where his 78-year-
old brother, Mike, is living. The
former Falcon flach ingists on taking
his younger brother figure skating
when he visits the south.

Having started out on the rockpile,
Mr. Goodman says he’s optimistic
about the future of the “Manitoba
rockpile” and the mines in northern
I/anitoba.

“Fverything depends on twothings
— the world metal market and our
ability to operate viably. I'm sure we
can do the latter if they don’t tax us
to death. I know we have the metal-
lurgical capacity to stay in business
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for a very long time.

The Goodmans will continusz
make Flin Flon their home. .
Goodman will reragin ¢n ss a con
sultant to H B M & S Manitcba ope

SALLDIDRA

Halldora Kristin =igurdson, who
died suddenly in Lcs Angeles, Cali-
fornia, last December, had gained
international reputaticn in her work
for the deaf and hard of hearing.

Halldora was born at Kristnes,
Saskatchewan, but luLeI' moeved to
Arborg, Manitoba,
where she completed hkigh schoo
She attended Wesley College and
Normal School in Winnipeg. She
taught at Vidir and Frammes schools
for three years.

In 1936, Halldora moved to V
couver and began teaching at the
school for the deaf and blind. She
became so interested in hciping
handicapped children that she '\
sent to the Ontario &checel for
deaf and the blind to study thei:
teaching methcds, returning agzin to
the Vancouver cschool, where she
taught until 1544, Halldora then
moved to Los Angeles and began
teaching at the Speech and Hearing
Clinic at the University of Scuthern
California,and alsoat the John Tracy
Clinic. Shereceived her M. A, at the

her m“ul

VasS

et speech
s hearing evaluation

reading, and

to Compton,
55 the director of
rrogram for the deaf and
hard of hearing. Her innovative ideas
in {his program gained her inter-
nationzl rej 3

putation in this field. and
in 1866she attended the International
World Conference on the deaf and

i xarmg for otologists and

’_)
r—n

intoprivate practice
snd at one tinie
v department at
Otio-DMedical

the Cto-Medical
£ Dr, Victor Good-

i H J A

erested in art, and for
cwned and operated
Hzlldora’s Art Gallery in Palm
“prings, Cal., specializing in paint-
7 Montanes.
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The Pioneers of Hecla Island - 1876

An important event of the Centen-
nial Conference cruise on Lake Win-
nipeg in October 1975 was a dedication
ceremony at Gull Harbour. This was
the unveiling of a plaque of 31 Ice-
landic settlers on Hecla Island, in
1876.

The Bishop of Iceland, the Most
Reverend Sigurbjérn Einarsson un-
veiled the plaque. Dr. P. H. T.
Thorlakson read the names of the 31
pioneers, while the audience stood, in
tribute to their memory.

A LETTER FROM 31 PIONEER SETTLERS ON BIG
ISLAND (MIKLEY] NOW HECLA ISLAND, 1876

John Lorne, Esq.,
Secretary,
Department of Agriculture,

Dtrawa.

Gimli, Keewatin
8th February, 1977

I have the honour te znclose hevewith a lcwer transiated from the
icelandic, signed by Jon Bergsveinsson and thirty-one scitlers on Big

1 et

§

ol the Island may be laid ou twemy chains wide with depth in prop-
portion.

¢ to have the survey of the Island carvied out at once. And
‘ther requesting that the Lots fronting on the Lake on the east side

Having already written on this subject, I will only remark that it
is of great importance for this colony that the above survey should be
made at once in the manner set forth above.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

John Taylor,
Icelandic Agent
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S.

J- Sveinsson o Gudmundsson

Jon Sigurdson

%Y!H Gudbrandsson [Tjalmar Gudmundsson J. E. Straumfiord

: . Stre i

Jor Aagnusson

. Sigurdsson T. Bjornsson
I

. Einarsson
. Petursson

Eriendsson B. Sveinsson
. Egilsson M. Halldorsson B. Sveinsson

Big Island, Keewatin

January 30th, 1877
Sir,

We, the subscribers, who scttled on Big Island in August and
September last, and have taken up claims on the east side of the Island
expected that the Island would be su1veved thls winter as on the main-
shore, but as we ¢o not kne-w : bheen made
vet for the survey of the Isiand o vou asking that
vou will bring the matter before the Dominion Gover nment requesting

that the Island be surveyed this winter as soon as possible.

cernents have

s b

Many of us were obliged to, the season being so advanced when we
arrived, to join together to build houses last fall; we therefore think it
of importance that the land be subdivided before we build on the
respective lots to prevent confusion that may arise from settling on un-
surveved lands, viz., that more than one settler be upon the same lot.
obliging some to leave their improvements and more to another.

We have come to that conclusion that it will be to our advantage
to settle so closely on the Lake shore as to leave each Iot only 20 chains
wide, and we do therefore apply to you to arrange that the lots front-
ing on the Lake on the east side of the Island be laid out 20 chains
wire extending so far back [rom the shore as is reéuired to have them
contain 160 acres each.

We have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servants,

) Jon Bergvinsson
Jonsson F. Jonsson Js. Antoniusson
o q . Stephansson
G. Gudmundson H. Fr. Reykjalin
Magnusson [Talldor Thorgilsson

-~ S. Thorvaldsson
J. Gudmundsson 1

Kr. Jonssen
Th. Ilalidorsson

Ty
=

. Jonasson

Jonsson Tomasson

s‘n.

T, Jenasson

-

To the correctness of the translation
certifies,
Sigtr. Jonasson,
Assist. Icel. Agent
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EXCERPTS FROM THE REPORT OF JOHN TAYLOR,
ICELANDIC AGENT TO THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, 1876

S1r,— I have the honour to submit
the following report of the Icelandic
Agency, for the year ending 31st
December, 1876.

At the beginning of the year 1876,
the Icelandic Colony was suffering
from want of suitable provisions, but
the appropriation made in February
by the Department, relieved the dis-
tress and enabled the settlers to take
food sufficient for their support dur-
ing their more protracted stay at
their distant farms or homesteads,
ten to twenty miles from this Vvllage

the ungusn Ian,{_?uage had been very
successful and popular through the
winter. It was clcsed in conseguence
of the people going away to farm.

At my reguest the Icelanders
elected, by regular voting, five per-
sons to form a Council for the man-
agement of their affairs, and for
regulating, generally, all matters
among them. Applications for land
were recorded until regular surveys
could bemade,and a statement made
out showing what food and seed was
required. The Chairman of this
Council received the appointment of
Justice of the Peace, jointly with the
Agent. No cases have yet been
brought before them.

The fishing in the winter through
the ice did not repay the time and
the suffering from exposure to the
severe frosts. On the 23rd April,
however, the fish were more plenti-
ful, and a great number were taken

until the 8th May, when the ice be-
came unsafe. On the 22nd May the
ice disappeared, and the fishing was
good for some time after. As other
food was scarce, this abundant sup-
ply of good fresh fish was a great
help to the people. Almost every
family also saved one or two hundred
for themselves. They were not sale-
able at Winnineg. The best fishing
stations were at Sandy Bar and
Drunken REiver. The pike or jack-fish
was the most nlentifu!, and the peo-
rle prefer them to cod-fish. Very few
fish were tzken in the summer, but
as the water became cocl the ﬁsh re-
turned to the shores, and had not the
stormy weather prevented it.a larger
number might have been taken. As
it was, they saved, generally, from
one to two hundred in each family,
besides those used by them from day
to day. Not many whitefish were
taken this fall.

The sanitary condition of the Col-
ony had been good, until, in March,
the scurvy made its appearance.
Sickly wpersons and women with
voung children were the chief suffer-
ers. This disease was, no doubt,
caused by the want of the usual milk
diet to which the Icelanders, as a
pastoral people, were accustomed,
and which they were deprived of for
nearly two years. The scurvy greatly
increased in April and May. No re-
covery took place until some cows
were brought down here in June,
after which it quickly disappeared.

e



36 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

SUMMER 1976

BOOK REVIEW

ICELANDIC SHORT STORIES
by Kristine Perlmutter

Selected, edited and partially trans-
lated by Evelyn Scherabon Firchow,
with an introduction by SigurSur
A. Magntsson.

Boston, Mass.,, Twayne Publishers,
1974. pp. 213.

This anthology of Icelandic short
stories includes most of the great Ice-
landic authors of the 19th and 20th
centuries who wrote short stories of
literary significance. Evelyn Firchow
says, in her introduction that she made
her selection of which authors to in-
clude on the basis of how well each
story reflected the “unique” aspects
of Icelandic life during this period.
She has arranged the stories chrono-
logically according to the birth dates
of their authors in order to show the
historical development of the genre.

Mrs. Firchow has translated most of
the stories which are included and has
revised the translations of the remain
der. She has managed to capture the
quality and charm of the original Ice-
landic works, while at the same time
making accessible to those whose inter-
est in Icelandic literature is hampered
by lack of skill in reading the language.
If you happen to fall into that category.
vyou will find this book a rare gem.

The stories themselves span a wide
range of topics. Generally speaking, the

more serious stories seem to come off
more successfully than do the humor-
ous ones. If you happen to be interest-
ed in stories of people defeated by
poverty or other misfortunes, you must
read Halldor Stefansson’s “Blind Man's
War” and “The Man in the Attic”,
and “The Woman on the Main Floor”
by J6n Oskar. If the supernatural in-
trigues you, you will enjoy “The Wish”
by Einar Kvaran. Lovers of animals
will enjoy the dog “Skuggi” in “Rebel-
lion at the River” by Stefin Jénsson.
For a good laugh try “Two Big
Shots” by Gudmundur G. Hagalin. In
short, there is truly something for
everyone.

The stories are firmly localized in
the Icelandic countryside and the en-
vironment, landscape and farms are
vividly depicted. Characters of out-
standing individuality create psycho
logical interest.

The introduction by Sigurdur Mag:
nisson is very interesting and provides
a wealth of information about each of
the writers represented.

Anyone wishing to sample what has
recently been produced by Icelandic
prose writers and to gain some insight
into Tcelandic literature will find this
anthology more than adequate. The
range of writers from well-known
favourites to promising new writers
provides a good cross secction of Ice-
landic short story writing from the 19th
century Realist Writers to the present
dav.

Y
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IN _THE _NEWS

GRETTIR L. JOHANNSON HON-
ORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS
DEGREE BRANDON UNIVERSITY

At its October 1975 Convocation,
Brandon University conferred an
honorary doctor of laws degree upon
Grettir L. Johannson, former Iceland-
ic Consul for Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta.

Grettir, for more than fifty yeears,
has been one of the prominent and
active members of the Icelandic com-
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munity in Manitoba. Over and above
his duties as Consul he has served on
many committees for perpetuating the
Icelandic language and culture. He
was a member of the Board of Log-
berg from 1942 to 1959 and was an
active participant in the committee
that brought about the amalgamation
of Logberg and Heimskringla. He was
a member of the group of Icelanders
who made the appeal to the Icelandic
community at large, and raised the
necessary funds to establish a Depart-

orthinte Nairn & 59'
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ment of Icelandic at the University of
Manitoba.

He is an honorary life member of
the Icelandic National League. He
served on the committee which organ.
ized the presentation by Icelandic Can-
adians of a plaque to the Federal Gov-
ernment commemorating Canada’s
Centennial Year. Mr. Johannson was
the instigator of and took a major re-
sponsibility for microfilming all ed-
itions between 1877 ad 1973 of eight
Icelandic weekly newspapers and two
annual magazines. At the time of the
volcanic eruptions in the Weestman
Islands, Grettir was actively involved
in raising funds in Canada in aid of
the victims. ~Kristin Olson

*

One of several projects for River-
ton’s centennial year, 1976, has been
the establishment of a trust fund by
the family and some friends of the
late Dr. S. O. Thompson. The
proceeds from this fund will be given
each year to a Grade XII student at
Riverton Collegiate who has shown
general excellence during the session.

This prize will be known as the
Riverton Centennial Award in mem-
ory of Dr. S. O. Thompson.

*

“Rumpelstiltzkin”, a children’s musical
play in two acts, was presented by the
Icelandic Children Centennial Choir
in the parish hall of the first Luther-
an Church in Winnipeg on Tuesday.
June 1. The production, under the
direction of Elma Gislason, with
Kristin Johnson as accompanist, was
greatly enjoyed by the audience. This
very talented young group is rapidlv
making a name for itself in the Man
itoba Icelandic Canadian community.

The director of the choir, as well as
the executive and everyone connected
with it, are to be congratulated upon
their fine work.

*

Awards for leading radio and tele-
vision shows produced in Canada in
1975 were presented by the Association
of Canadian Television and Radio
Artists (ACTRA) in Toronto, on April
21. Best public affairs TV broadcast-
ing award was presented to John Har-
vard, of Winnipeg for a show on the
eye-glass industry, on the CBC Wia-
nipeg 24-Hours program.

*

LAKE WINNIPEG BOATWORKS
TO BUILD FIBREGLASS BOATS

Lake Winnipeg Boatworks, Gimli,
have been awarded a $15,960 grant
from DREE (Regional Economic
Expansion) to assist with expansion of
a new fibreglass product, fibreglass
boats.

The Gimli firm has been manu-
facturing wooden fishing boats for
about twenty years. They have been

* e
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Pharmacists:
Ernest Stefanson
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Western Canada’s only major manu-
facturers of fishing boats.

Manager and principal shareholder
is Mr. Steve Johnson.

*

VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON’S
DIARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIA
ON MICROFILM

The following account of Vilhjalm-
ur Stefansson’s diaries and Encyclo-
pedia on microfilm is taken from
“Folio”, the University of Alberta
Staff Bulletin.

Vilhjalmur Stefansson (1879-1962),
famous Arctic explorer and scholar,

-
GILLIES FOOD SERVICE

1114 PORTAGE AVENUE.
AT GREENWOOD PL.

QUALITY MEATS & GROCERIES

FREEZER BEEF CUT TO ORDER

GENUINE ICELANDIC BROWN
BREAD

NORMAN GILLIES, MGR.

made three expeditions to the Arctic
between 1906 and 1918. For each of
his journeys, Stefansson left detailed
diaries. The ordely, scientific record
of his daily activities and observations
is a rich storehouse of anthropological
and scientific information about the
North. The Library of the Boreal In-
stitute for Northern Studies has ac-
quired microfilm copies of the Arctic
Expedition Diaries of Vilhjalmur Stef-
ansson on three reels.

The Library has also acquired the
twenty-seven reel microfilm edition of
Encyclopedia Arctica, edited in the late
1940’s and early 1950’s by Stefansson.
Sixteen comprehensive volumes of
articles on the Arctic, written especial-
ly for the project by specialists through-
out the world, were compiled by Stef-
ansson and his staff. The Encyclopedia
Arctica contains all manner of Arctic
information, from articles on the flora
and fauna of the North to brief bi-
ographies of noted explorers and
others; there is also a wide range of
historical information on Arctic trade
and exploration. Until Xerox Univer-
sity Microfilms microfilmed the type-
script drafts of most of the submitted
articles, the Encyclopedia was un-
published. Now this hitherto unpub-
lished material is available in the
Library of the Boreal Institute and
will serve as a valuable resource for
anyone interested in the Arctic.

Cor. Academy Rd. and Wellington Crescent Phone

Academy Road Service Lid.

E. R. (Earle) HIEBERT, Manager
MANITOBA MOTOR LEAGUE SERVICE
—~ We Spedialize in Simonizing —

T

452-2806 — 3 lines
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INTRODUCTION TO
ICELANDIC

“Introduction to Icelandic” is a text
book for beginners studying the lan-
guage, written by Gudbjartur Gunnars-
son and illustrated by Steinunn Bessa-
son. It is informative and easy to fol-
low, an essential aid to instructors and
students alike.

The book is published by the Ice-
landic National League of North Am-
erica. It is priced at $10.00 and may
be ordered from Mrs. H. F. Danielson,
869 Garfield St., Winnipeg, R3G 2MB6.

*

THE ICELANDIC CULTURAL

AND LANGUAGE CAMP ON
LAKE WINNIPEG

Courses in Icelandic language and
studies of Iceland and Icelandic na-
tionality were conducted at the Ice-
landic Cultural and Language Camp

at Gimli last year, with young people
from the Western provinies in attend-
anee. The Camp will operate this year
in the Ukrainian ‘Catholic Park some
six miles north of Gimli, August 15 to
24th.

Mrs. Lorna Tergesen is the coordin-
ator.

*

The Viking Club( of Winnipeg) an-
nual meeting was held at Carling-
O’Keefe’s April 22. The attendance
was good. In the absence of the Pres-
ident, Past President Magnus Eliasson
chaired the meeting.

The Viking Club has had numerous
social events.

The new executive includes three
Icelandic representatives: Magnus Eli-
ason, John Borgfjord, and Svein
Sveinson.

Gimii Transfer & Dan’s Transfier

GENERAL FREIGHT SERVICE — WINNIPEG — GIMLI

CDAST TO COAST FURNITURE MOVING
AGENTS FOR ALLIED VAN LINES

WINNIPEG PHONE 774-2259
GIMLI PHONE 642-5269 WPG. BEACH PHONE 389-2692

— 2190 NOTRE DAME AVE.

Compliments of . . .

SUGAR

MANITOBA

FORT GARRY, MANITOBA

Company
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AMALGAMATION OF THE ICE-
LANDIC CANADIAN CLUB OF
WINNIPEG AND FRON CHAPTER
OF THE ICELANDIC NATIONAL
LEAGUE

The amalgamation of the Icelandic
Canadian Club of Winnipeg and the
Fron Chapter of the Icelandic National
League was agreed to in principle
at a meeting, February 19. The amal-
gamated association will become a
chapter of the National League.

A committee was appointed to
decide on the name of the new organ-
ization, and its constitution.

The Icelandic National League was
founded in 1919 and the Icelandic
Canadian Club in 1938.

THE BISHOP OF ICELAND
VISITS SAN FRANCISCO

The Bishop of Iceland, the Most
Reverend Sigurbjérn FEinarsson, and
his wife fri Magnea visited San Fran-
cisco last October. The Icelandic Soci-
ety of Northern California held a
reception for these guests of honor
and for Reverend H. Sigmar and Mrs.
Sigmar, from Yakima, Washington,
who accompanied the Bishop on this
part of his North American visit.

Donald Stoneson, Icelandic Consul
in San Francisco, and President Vigdis
Jakobsson, of the Icelandic Society,
welcomed the visitors. Bishop Einars-
son addressed the gathering, in Ice-
landic and in English.

His Worship, Joseph Alisto, mayor
of San Francisco, sent his greetings to
the Bishop and fri Magnea.

The Icelandic Society presented a
fine silver tray to frid Magnea.

WINNIPEG PHONE 783-5085

RIVERTON TRANSFER LTD.

HIGHWAY TRANSPORTATION AND WINTER FREIGHT
TO THE NORTH

1500 VALOUR ROAD, WINNIPEG

STEFAN 0. OLAFSON, PRESIDENT

RIVERTON PHONE 378-2394

i

COMPLIMENTS OF

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

ARNASON CONSTRUCTION

co. LTD.
CONTRACTORS — ENGINEERS

LOT 7 — ROSSER ROAD

PHONE 633-2567
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ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB-
FRON DINNER

A dinner and dance sponsored joint-
ly by the Icelandic Canadian Club and
the Fréon Chapter of the Icelandic Na-
tional League was held at the Fort
Garry Hotel on April 10, 1976. The
duties of master of ceremonies for the
evening were shared by the two
capable presidents of these organiz-
ations, H. J. (Dori) Stefansson and
Iris Torfason.

Guest speaker for the evening was
Mr. Norman Bergman, who is well
known in the Icelandic community in
Winnipeg. His message, “Looking
Backward Into the Future” stressed the
idea that we must move far afield in
involving members from all areas of
the Icelandic community in our pro-
jects and our organizations He also
proposed the idea of the formation of
a national Icelandic museum. in Gimli.

Greg Nordman and Linda Eggerer,
two very accomplished singers, enter-
tained with selections from the Broad-
way musicals “Oklahoma” and Brig-
adoon”. Mr. Nordman also favoured
the audience with his rendition of
the ever-popular “Draumalandid”.
They were accompanied at the piano
by Judy Turner.

A dance, well coordinated by floor
manager, Ted Arnason, brought to a
close this most enjoyable evening.

Kristine Perlmutter

*

BETEL — This attractive book of 40-
pages contains much information about
the Betel Home Foundation from 1915
to 1975. The interesting text, written
by Ingibjorg S. Goodridge, is enliven-
ed by a number of historic pictures.

Price $2.00 and can be ordered from
Gardar Printing Limited, 67 St. Anne’s
Road, Winnipeg, R2M 2Y4. or phone
247-5140.

Inspector Lawson Eyman

Sgt. Lawson Eyman of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Detach-
ment at Port Alberni, British Col-
umbia, was recently promoted to the
rank of Inspector and will assume his
new duties as Assistant Officer in
charge of the Vancouver Drug Section
on the Ist of August.

Inspector Eyman is the son of Mrs.
Lily Eyman and the late Grimur Ey-
man, of 337 Morris Avenue, Selkirk,
Manitoba.

Inspector Eyman received his edu-
cation in Selkirk and Joined the R.C.
M.P. on January 5, 1954. Since com-
pleting his training he has been sta-
tioned on Ottawa, Ontario, and in
British Columbia at Haney, Castlegar,
Rossland, Port Coquitlam, Courtenay,
and Port Alberni Detachments.

*
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W. H. FINNBOGASON PROMOTED

W. H. Finnbogason, formerly oper-
ations director in the works and oper-
ations department of the City of Win-
nipeg, has been appointed Personnel
Director.

W. H. (Bill) Finnbogason was Pres-
ident of the Icelandic Canadian Club
of Winnipeg in 1964.

*

SUPPORT THE
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RIVERTON FIRM BUILDS COAST

GUARD VESSEL

What is thought to be the first coast
guard vessel ever built on the prairie
is being built at Riverton Boat Works,
at Riverton, Manitoba.

A federal ministry of transport
spokesman said the lake boat will cost
about $1 million and have all the latest
in navigation and communication
equipment.

Compliments of . . .

VIKING HOLDINGS LTD.
*

Manager W. F. Davidson
X%
708 -294 Portage Avenue

Phone 942-7037 Winnipeg

The 110-foot ship, will be able to
operate in a water depth as little as
seven feet and will be manned by a
crew of ten.

The coast guard boat will be mainly
concerned with placing buoys, upkeep
of beacons and supply of installations.

Chris Thorsteinson, president of
Riverton Boat Works, said it is the
largest vessel his company has ever
built.

Riverton Boat Works, now in its
third generation of building vessels for
use in lakes and rivers, built a 105-ft.
cruise ship, the Rowena, for Arctic
Cruise Lines, that carries passengers
on the Mackenzie River.

The boat works was started by John
Thorsteinson about 1920 and was
registered as Riverton Boat Works in
1940, when Chris took over. His son
Kenneth, has continued the family tra-
dition of boat building and will head
the firm, which employs about 14 on
a permanent basis.

Chris Thorsteinson said, “We aren’t
a big business so we don’t need that
much work to keep us going. We pretty
well deal with the same customers year
after year.”

Although not widely known outside
of shipping circles, Riverton has left
its mark on the lakes and rivers of
Western Canada.

It built all the ferries used by the
province of Saskatchewan and most of
the boats used commercially on Lake
Winnipeg.

Mr. Thorsteinson said the mainstay
of his boat yard are the commercial
fishermen on Lake Winnipeg.

Riverton is on the west shore of
Lake Winnipeg about 78 miles north
of Winnipeg.

—Winnipeg Free Press.
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VIKING ARTIFACTS EXCITE
PARAGUAY

Paraguay is eagerly awaiting expert
confirmation that Vikings once lived
here and left behind inscriptions and
artifacts that it hopes will create a
tourist boom in this poor and landlock-
ed South American country.

A group of Argentine geologists will
arrive this month to study evidence
backing the theory of French anthro-
pological Jacques Mahieu, head of the
Buenos Aires Institute of the Science
of Man, that Danish Vikings and their
descendants explored the mountains
and plains of South America centuries
before Christopher Columbus.

The central tourist office here is al-
ready convinced of the authenticity of
the ‘Viking caves” discovered a couple
of years ago in the northern provincs
of Amambay and the Guaira region

in the east and is looking forward to
the tourists they will attract.

The experts are expected to check 36
ceramic shards found in th Horoti dig-
gings at the site of a long-abandoned
village. Four of the fragments bear
runic inscriptions, such as prayers to
Odin, which can be deciphered by ex-
perts, as well as typical Viking symbols,
sources here said.

One of the fragments is dated 1305,
written in medieval Arabic numerals,
while an illegible inscription found
about eight miles away is dated 1457,
the source added.

Some of the fragments are reported-
ly decorated with five stylized figures,
such as a bird-man, exactly like ones
found in Easter Island in the South
Pacific Ocean. This is seen here as
proof that the mysterious island was
settled by Nordic white men from
South America. —Free Press, Aug. 7/75
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COMPLIMENTS OF

S. A. THORARINSON

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

708-294 PORTAGE AVENUE

OFFICE PHONE S942-7051

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3B 1K8
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COMPLIMENTS OF

McKAGUE SIGMAR ., \r.

MANITOBA'S LARGEST
REAL ESTATE SERVICE

SeErvING ALL OrF WINNIPEB

WITH & OFFICES

MURRAY SIGMAR

President and General Manager

502-203 PORTAGE AVE.

Head Office 943-1431 Res. 253-1979
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THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD.

“THE PAINTER'S SUPPLY HOusSe SINCE 1908"

521 HARGRAVE S5T., WINNIPEG, R3E OY1 PHONE 942-7271 %@g%?g% v ;
J. A. SCHIMNOWSKI, PRESIOENT the earth...
VISIT OUR NEW ULTRA MODERN WALLCOVERING BUILDING
SE HARGRAVE & WILLIAM == FREE PARKING ~ PHONE 942-7317 %@ m@%&ﬁ
ways than
_ i one:
RICHARDSON & COMPANY
BARRISTERS AND ATTORNEYS AT LAW
274 Garry Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 1H5
Telephone 957-1670 (Area Code 204)
J. F. Reeh Taylor, Q.C. Charles R. Huband, LL.B. k WINNIPES BR
Walter J. Kehler, B.A,LL.B. Garth M. Erickson, B.A., LL.B. 1520 Waverle g+
James H. Cook, B.A., LL.B. Gary R. Smith, BA.LLB. 54-0a81 ) 797
David I. Marr, B.Sc.,, LL.B. Richard K. Deeley, B.A., LL.B. ) -
Alan P. Scott, B.A., LL.B. S. Glen Sigurdson, B.A., (Hons.) LL.B.
Robert R. Fabbri, B.A., LL.B. David R. Sellen, B.A,, LL.B.
Douglas J. Mackenzie, B.A,LL.B. Douglas W. Regelous, B.A., LL.B.
COUNSEL:

BERT V. RICHARDSON, Q.C.
M. BERNARD NEPON, BA,, LL.B., LL.M.,, (Yale)

MR. S. GLENN SIGURDSON ATTENDS IN GIMLI AND RIVERTON ON THE
1st and 3rd FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Offices are in the Gimli Medical Centre, 62-3rd Avenue, between the hours of 9:30 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. with Mr, Sigurdson and his legal assistant in attendance,
(TELEPHONE 642-7955)

In Riverton, Mr, Sigurdson attends in the Riverton Village Office, between the
hours of 1:00 p.m, and 3:00 p.m,

Compliments of . . .
POWER & MINE SUPPLY CO. LTD.
WESTERN ELEVATOR & MOTOR CO. LTD.

GRETTIR EGGERTSON, PRESIDENT

123, PRINCESS STREET —_— WINNIPEG, MANITOBA






