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All the months of the year, all the years of your life,
Eaton’s is the store for all seasons.
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Winter Scene in the Manitoba Northland
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Great Pizza and Spaghetti
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THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. !
?

"'"'THE PAINTER’'S SupPpPLY HOUSE SiNCcE 1908

521 HARGRAVE ST., WINNIPEG, R3E OY1 PHONE 942-7271

J. A, SCHI!MNDOWSK!, PRESIDENT

VISIT OUR NEW ULTRA MODERN WALLCOVERING BUILDING

SE HARGRAVE & WILLIAM ~ FREE PARKING — PHONE 942-7317
A i 1
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CAMPBELL SHARP NASH & FIELD 1

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

415 — 305 BROADWAY AVE. == WINNIPEG, MAN. R3C ORS3
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PHONE 942-8411

RAYMOND B. VOPNI, C.A.

%

VIKING HOLDINGS LTD.

MANAGER: W. F. DAVIDSON

708-294 PORTAGE AVENUE — SOMERSET PLACE
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PHONE 942-7037 WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
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BRANDSON BROS. LTD.

LATHING CONTRACTORS

109 KANE AVENUE — WINNIPEG, MAN. R3Jd 2N8

S. BRANDSON PHONE 774-1176
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THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, SECOND CLASS MAIL-REGISTRATION
No. 1909 — PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST., WINNIPEG RS3E 2E4

Compliments of . . .

The MANITOBA
SUGAR Co. Ltd.

FORT GARRY, MANITOBA

MEN’'S AND LADIES

YO OWE IT TO YOURSELF TO SHAOP AT

THE ONE STOP SHOP

MACDONALD SHOE STORE

432 MAIN STREET PHONE 943-4604

“YOU ARE AS YOUNG AS YOUR FEET”

f
Vel Fo
“Blue Ribbon Coffee:

DISTRIBUTED BY
EROOKE BOND FOODS LTD.
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SEASON’'S GREETINGS
Johnson & Sons Arborg Ltd.
PHONE 376-2972
:
ARBORG MANITOBA :

L ——

To THE PEOPLE OF

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS SEASON
AND A

HAPPY NEW YEAR

THE REEVE AND COUNCIL

o

o

SEASON’S GREETINGS

ARNASON CONSTRUCTION

CO. LTD.
CONTRACTORS — ENGINEERS

LOT 7 — ROSSER ROAD

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA PHONE 633-2567 i

SEASON’S GREETINGS from

N. M. Paterson & Sons Limited
GRAIN MERCHANTS

AND DISTRIBUTORS OF COAL, TWINE, FERTILIZERS, CHEMICALS ;
TERMINAL and STEAMSHIP OPERATORS
WINNIPEG — THUNDER BAY — MONTREAL
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COMPLIMENTS OF
SEASON'S GREETINGS
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B. H. SIGURDSON DANIELSON’' GARAGE

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE
JOHN DEERE DEALERS

AUTOPAC AUTHORIZED AGENT

PHONE 762-5231
286 AMHERST ST.

888-8980 WINNIPEG, MAN.

R3J 1Y7 LUNDAR —_ MANITOBA
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GREETINGS

INTERLAKE AGENCIES
LTD.

R. . "DIGK" ARNASON ARBORG SOLO STORE

ALL TYPES OF

{
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; GREETINGS
|

!

i LEN THORSTEINSON
i
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INSTURANCE
AUTOPAC 3 *

REAL ESTATE
PHONE 642-8859 ARBORG MANITOBA

GIMLI MANITOBA

e
GREETINGS
GREETINGS

LUNDAR BAKERY J. CHUDD & SONS LTD.

GARAGE
LUNDAR, MANITOBA

MR. AND MRs. A. V. OLSON

[ PHONE 642-5213
_! GIMLI MANITOBA
;
~
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TO THE PEOPLE OF SELKIRK, MANITOBA

A JOYOUS
CHRISTMAS SEASON AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

From Mavyor Frank Malis and Town Council of Selkirk
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Goodbrandson’s

Transfer Ltd.
@reetings * oo

DAILY SERVICE

CARGO INSURED
fram

A Friend
PHONE 482-3183 — SELKIRK

PHONE WINNIPEG — 475-8314
475-8313

FORD » MERCURY . IMPERIAL ESSO0O

LUNDAR GARAGE

BENUINE PARTS aNo ACCESSORIES —~ REPAIRS TO ALL CARS
GAS - 0Oik —- TIRES -~ BATTERIES - FARM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 762-5321 LUNDAR, MANITOBA

I
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SeasoN’s GREETINGS

Dockside Fish Products

SPECIALIZING IN
FRESH AND SMOKED FISH RETAIL FISH SALES

PIHONE 642-7484 CENTRE ST. EAST GiMLI, MAN.

RICHARDSON & COMPANY
BARRISTERS AND ATTORNEYS AT LAW

274 Garry Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C 1H53
Telephone 937-1670 (Area Code 204)

J. F. Reeh Taylor, Q.C.
William Norrie, B,A,, L.L.B,
Walter J. Kehler, BA,, L.L.B,
James H. Cook, B.A,, L LB, Gary R, Smith, B.A, LLB,

David I, Marr, B.Sc., L.L.B. Philip L. Ashdown, B.A,, LLB,, M.BA.
Richard K. Dceley, B.A,, LL.B. Alan P. Scott, B.A,, L L.B,

S. Glenn Sigurdson, B.A., (Hons.), L.L.B.
Councel: BERT V., RICHARDSON, Q.C,

MR, S. GLENN SIGURDSON ATTENDS IN GIMLI AND RIVERTON ON THE
Ist and 3rd FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH

Offices are in the Gimli Medical Centre, 62-3rd Avenue, between the hours of 9:30 a_s,
and 5:30 p.m. with Mr, Sigurdson and his legal assistant in attendance,

(TELEPHONE 642-7935)

In Riverton, Mr, Sigurdson attends in the Riverton Village Office, between the
hours of 1:00 p.m, and 3:00 p.m,

Charles R, Huband, L.L.B,
Alvin H. Mackling, Q.C.
Garth M. Erickson, B.A,, L.L B,
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Sesson's [3REETINGS

Viking Motor Hotel

BEVERAGE ROOM COCKTAIL LOUNGE
DINING ROOM — BANQUET HALL

SMORGASBORD EVERY SUNDAY

PHONE 642-5181 GIMLI, MANITOBA
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GREETINGS

ARBORG DRUGS

JOE TERGESEN

*

ARBORG, MANITOBA
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Compliments of . . .

ROBINSON STORES

*

GIMLI, MANITOBA

SEASON'S GREETINGS

H. P. TERGESEN & SONS
GENERAL STORE

EST. 1899

*
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GIMLI, MAN.
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PHONE 642-5958 !

Compliments of . . .

ARNASON FURNITURE
LTD.

ELECTROHOME T.V. SALES
AND SERVICE

PHONE 642-7954

BOX 130 GIMLI, MANITOBA

Compliments of . . .

TIP TOP MEATS
AND FROZEN FOODS

PHONE 642-5418

MEATS VEGETABLES

GROCERIES

B. V. & J. T. ARNASON, PROPS.
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GREETINGS

LUNDAR MEAT MARKET

AND GENERAL STORE

LUNDAR, MANITOBA

ALIGCE AND LEIFUR PALSSON

Sigurdson Fisheries Ltd.

Agents for
FRESHWATER FISH MARKETING
CORP.

Telephone 378-2456
RIVERTON MANITOBA

DR. G. KRISTJANSSON
PHYSICIAN and SURGEON

PHONE 772-9453
WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE

Logan and Keewalin
{ Winnipeg, Manit da

GREETINGS

FROM TWO BROTHERS

L.

PATRONIZE YOUR ADVERTISERS

Season’s Greetings . . .

MIDWEST NET & TWINE C€O.

&

Distributors of

Commercial Fishing Supplies

404 LOGAN AVE. WINNIPEG 2, MAN.
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Dr. T. A. NOrRQUAY

0.D., D.O.s.
OPTOMETRIST

| CONTACT LENSES
304 CLANDEBOYE AVENUE
SELKIRK, MaAnNITOBA

3286 PORTAGE AVENUE
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

OfFFICE PHONES: SELKIRK 482-3366
WINNIPEG 837-8292
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VIKING PRINTERS
868 ARLINGTON ST.

—rr

Phone 774-6251
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i  P. VALDI REYKDAL
154 KENASTON BLVD.
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
R3N 1Vv2
PHONE 489-5163

Kalendar King Calendars - Gift Specialties
{ Pens and Pencils - Promosions

—lr
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Your Neighborhood Taxi

LLOYD GUNNLAUGSON

PLASTERING Ca. LTD.
TEXTURED PLASTERING

STUCCO — DRY WALL and TAPING

1433 Erin Street

Phone 7748338
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SEASON’S GREETINGS

Gimli Transfer & Dan’s Transfer

GENERAL FREIGHT SERVICE — WINNIPEG — GIMLI

COAST TO COAST FURNITURE MOVING
AGENTS FOR ALLIED VAN LINES

WINNIPEG PHONE 774-2259 — 2190 NOTRE DAME AVE.
GIMLI PHONE 642-5269 WPG. BEACH PHONE 389-2692

-

Compliments of . . .

Dr. J. G. L. Johnson, M.D.

PRHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

PHONE 642-5151 GIMLI, MANITOBA

GILBART FUNERAL

GREETINGS HOMES
309 Eveline St.
SELKIRK, MAN.
FROM R1A 1MB
Phone 3271
A i FIRST STREET
# E GIMLI, MAN.
g Phone ZE 17000
FRIEND
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— Serving the Interlake Area —

NORTH STAR CO-OP JOHN LECKIE LTD.

5
CREAMERY & CHEESE PLANT 640 King Edward St
ASS’N LTD.
ST. JAMES

NORTH STAR FOOD LOCKERS *

“TANGLEFIN” NYLON NETTING
COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES
CANVAS GOODS

MARINE HARDWARE

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT

Makers of Canada First Grade Butter

Finest Bacon, Ham and Mutton Curing

and Smoking

ARBORG, MANITOBA ROC 0A0 ; ] Phone 774-1887
Crezmery 376-5562 Locker 376-2807 ? [
|

[ WINNIPEG, MAN.

Seasan's BGREETINGS

Gimli Concrete Supply Ltd.

REDI-MIX CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS - DRIVEWAYS - BASEMENTS
PATIOS — FREE ESTIMATES.

DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF AGGREGATE ~— LOTS FOR SALE
“"QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER PRICE IS FORGOTTEN'

PHONE 642-7275 GIMLI, MANITORBA
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A JOYOUS
. CHRISTMAS SEASON
AND A
: HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM THE REEVE AND COUNCIL OF

THE RURAL MURNICIPALITY OF COLDWELL
LUNDAR, MANITOBA
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Lowest jel fares
to Iceland
from Chicago
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Icelandic Airlines (Loftleidir) now gives you a
choice of non-stop scheduled jet flights to Iceland
from New York OR CHICAGO! All with lowest jet
fares of any scheduled airline to Iceland and to
Luxembourg in the heart of western Europe.

ALSO, regularly scheduled jet service from
New York or Chicago, via Iceland, to Oslo, Copen-
hagen, Stockholm, Glasgow or London. You can stop
over and visit Iceland, at no extra air fare, on your
way to the rest of Europe.

For full details and folders on new fares, see
your travel agent or contact:

\//?
IGELANDIG LOFTLEIBIR

630 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020; Phone (212) 757-8585
37 S. Wabash Ave Chncago 1. 60603 Phone (312) 372-4797
Phone Toll Free In Continental U.S.: (800) 221-9760
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Sears

Simpsons-Sears Ltd.
Wishes vou and
yours all the
nappiness of the
holiday season.
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EDITORIAL

The Christmas Spirit of the Log Cabin

Haraldur Bessason

Ahe forthcoming celebration of Christmas and the New Year will mark

the beginning of the centenary of Icelandic settlement in Canada. This historic
milestone will give Icelandic-Canadians an opportunity to review their past

history and to make new pledges for the future.

Icelandic-Canadian newspapers from the eighteen-seventies and eighties
contain little information about Christmas and New Year [estivities in the
homes of the pioneers. These must have been observed in the traditional Ice-
landic manner. However, there is evidence that the early Icelandic settlers,
having just made a miraculous landing in the promised land, were particularly
sensitive to the biblical message about the miracle of Christmas. That the
emigration [rom Iceland to unfamiliar North-American surroundings inspired
such feelings is borne out by Reverend Fridrik Bergmann’s excellent article
“Christmas in the Log Cabin”, which was published in the Christmas issue ol
Logberg in 1903. In his article Reverend Bergmann looks back over a period
of almost twenty years to the Christmas celebrations of the pioneers. He recalls
the family gathering on Christmas Eve in a single-room log cabin where the
furniture consisted mainly of trunks and boxes, and where there were only one
table and one oil lamp. Despite these conditions of poverty, Reverend Berg-
mann writes, people were happy, optimistic, and highly receptive to the spirit
of Christmas. On Christmas Eve the cabin stove gave more warmth than on
ordinary days, the trunks were unusually comfortable to sit on, and above all,
the light from the oil lamp seemed to reach every corner of the single-room
dwelling. The general mood of this household gathering was therelore ol the
kind that can be created only by those who have just experienced a miracle in
their own lives and interpreted their experiences as a good omen and a summons

to a noble and yet unfulfilled purpose.

Reverend Bergmann’s memories of his first North-American Christmas

have strong nostalgic overtones. He recognizes, of course, the great material
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progress his fellow countrymen had made from the time of their arrival to the
time of his writing. But he urges them not to allow material concerns to dull
their sensitivity to the miracle of their own transplantation to the New World,
and he feels that Christmas is the proper time to reflect on that event.

Had Fridrik Bergmann been able to look back over a century of Ice-
landic-Canadian history, he would no doubt have regarded the survival of a
collective Icelandic-Canadian identity a miracle. At the same time he would
have urged people to make the hundredth Icelandic-Canadian Christmas an oc-
casion for the renewal of the sentiments he himself experienced in a log cabin
seventy-one Christmases ago—sentiments that more than anything else should
guide all Icelandic-Canadians through an important year of centennial

celebrations.

1
951¥

O

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a HAPPY NEW YEAR

riefdiloy j0! o favawli il &

FROM THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN TO ITS READERS
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A Decade of Change on Baffin Island

by John S. Matthiasson, Ph.d.

Several decades have passed since
the publication of Vilhjalmur Stefans-
son’s prophetic book, The Friendly
Arctic, one of many of his writings
in «hich he described his vision of
Canadian resource development in its
arctic regions. At the time, few readers
took Stefansson’s dream very serious-
ly—particularly Ottawa mandarins. For
the first haif of this century, a few
Roman Catholic and Anglican missions
and Hudson’s Bay Company trading
posts were scattered over our north,
and in some of the settlements there
were R.C.M.P. detachments, but in
general the trends toward industriali-
zation and urbanism which were in-
creasingly characteristic of southem
Canada had little impact on the Es-
kimo peoples, or, as they themselves
prefer to be called, the Inuit, who had
lived in the arctic for centuries and
possibly millenia. The police were
ostensibly present to enforce Canadian
law, but they were more often concern-
ed with the collection of revenue from
foreign whalers in the form of excise
tax than supervising Inuit behaviour,
except in extreme circumstances such
as cases of murder. In fact, their pres-
ence was made mandatory by inter-
national law, which stipulates that
frontier areas must be policed if sover-
eignty in them is to be preserved.

The matter was surely more compli-
cated, but many northern observers
clain that the first major display of
interest in the welfare of the Inuit by
the federal government was in the

late 1950’s after Farley Mowat’s poign-
ant, although in large part fictional-
ized, People of the Deer was published,
which vividly described the plight of
the inland Inuit of the regions west of
Hudson Bay who had been forced to
a point of near wholesale starvation hy
the depletion of the migratory caribou
herds. A public out-cry resulted and
attention was focussed on the question
of what should be done about the
Inuit The answer was the creation of
of the Department of Northern Affairs
and National Resources, (DNANR),
which was charged, as one of its first
senior administrators claimed, with the
responsibility of bringing the Inuit
from the stone age to the atomic age
in one generation.

In the summer of 1963, I travelled
north myself for the first time, ar-
riving in Pond Inlet, Northwest Ter-
ritories, a small settlement on the
northeastern tip of Baffin Island, in
late July, where I was to spend the
next thirteen months. At the time I
was a doctoral candidate in anthro-
pology at Cornell University , and I
went north to collect materials for my
dissertation. I was specifically interest-
ed in the impact of the presence of
R.C.M.P. officers on the way in which
the Inuit of the area resolved conflicts
between individuals. After a week or
so in the settlement, which had a white
population of thirteen adults, a few
children and a sprinkling of Inuit
families, I made arrangements to move
in with an Inuit family living in a
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small camp of [ive families located ap-
proximately one hundred miles from
the settlement. I lived with them for
most of the following year, learning
in the process far more than the
limited aims ol my research programme
required.

The DNANR had made it pres-
ence felt in the settlement two years
before, with the arrival of a Northern
Service  Officer (NSO) who was
charged with the social and economic
development of the local people. The
following year a [ederal day school
was constructed, and teachers brought
in from the south to man it. So,
change in Pond Inlet had begun, and
the process could not be turned back.
Children who three years earlier
would have begun training at the
hands of their parents and relatives
to become hunters or the wives ol hun-
ters were from then on to be forced
to attend school where outsiders would
teach them the English language and,
later. the content of a typical south-
ern curriculum.

In Resolute Bay, on Cornwallis Is-
land. where I had had to stay [or sever-
al days while waiting for an available
aircralt which T cou'd charter for the
trip into Pond Inlet, I had made the
acquaintance of several geologists who
were part of an expedition team which
had faith in Stefansson’s prophecy
made decades earlier, and were setting
out to look for oil in the high arctic
islands. Looking back. I [ind it inter-
esting to recall that thev were not
Canadians, but rather, were [rom
¥rance. People were not placing
wagers on the likelihood of their suc-
cess.

in the camp where I was to spend
most ¢f that year, however, there had
stifl been little impact of the outside

i
world on the wav of life of the resi-

dents. The men were full-time hunters
of seals and caribou. Families lived in
small, one¢ room houses which were
variations on the traditional subter-
ranean houses of that area, and In
the summer, in tents which had been
nmade by the wives. On hunting trips,
men constructed snow houses for tem-
porary residence. Almost the entire
diet consisted of meat, with seal as the
staple, but it was also supplemented
by caribou, ptarmigan, ducks and
geese in season and arctic char. Ban-
nock and tea were part of meals when-
ever there were adequate supplies of
flour or tea on hand. Houses were heat-
ed by soap-stone lamps in which melt-
cd seal oil was burned. Once every
month or six weeks men would travel
to Pond Inlet to trade seal skins for
trade goods such as [lour, cloth. and
in summer, gasoline for their out-
board motor driven row boats and
canocs. In winter, however, travel was
by dog team, and each man had his
own team of from five to ten animals.
I estimate that I travelled at least
three thousand miles by sled that win-
ter, accompanying the men ol the
camp on hunting expeditions.

"The influence of missionaries in the
Canadian arctic during the [irst half
of this century had been pervasive,
however. It seems almost as if the
Inuit, living in what is possibly the
most harsh natural environment in the
world. had grasped at the proffered
new religion as one more psychologic-
al device to help buttress their meagre
defenses and resources against the ex-
igencies of the climate. In any event
all of the people living in the camps
swrrounding Pond Inlet were practis-
ing Anglicans by 1863, (with the ex-
ception of one Roman Catholic [amily
which had emigrated [rom Igloolik to
the south). and the camp head-man

THE ICE LMDC CANADIAN 19

was @ lay preacher, performing ser-
vices on Sundays when men were in
camp and not out hunting. Neverthe-
less, despite this acceptance of Christi-
anity, the people in the camp in which
I lived identified as Inuit. With few
changes, their life was much as that
which their ancestors had led [or cen-
turies. They knew virtually no Eng-
lish, which is why the teachers in the
settiement, who could not speak the
Inuit language, had as their first task
to teach English to their wards. In
general, the Inuit ol Pond Inlet and
its surrounding territories were suspi-
cious of the outside world and its
representatives, and highly selective
in what they would accept or adopt
{rom it.

During the ten years which follow-
cd my year of living “on the land”,
I maintained some contact with Pond
Inlet, and I continued to do research
in the arctic and sub-arctic, although
it was primarily based in the central
and western regions. Much of it has
been focussed on the growth of re-
source frontier communities.. Conse-
quently, I was very much aware of
the impact the programme of the
DNANR (later to be re-organized into
the Department ol Indian Affairs
and Northern Development) had had
on Inuit populations, and the fact that
Stefansson had been vindicated and
his drcam of northern resource devel-
opment had become a reality. In the
summer of 1973 I returned to Pond
Inlet to examine changes in the settle-

annd to reinforce ties with my
friends of a decade earlier. 1
expected to see dramatic and far-reach-
ing changes, but I was not fully pre-
pared {or the magnitude of the changes

I

T

which I actuallv encountered.

2 again, I had a stop-over in
ute Bav. .Although today it is

primarily a Department ol Transport
(DOT) base, it is also in several
respects the nerve centre of the high
arctic. Twice weekly flights [rom Mon-
treal and Edmonton bring adminis-
trators, work men and, more import-
antly possible, oil workers from south-
ern Canada to this isolated commun-
ity. It is claimed that there are more
aircraft landings and take-offs daily
on the Resolute air-strip than at any
other airport in Canada, including
Dorval and Malton. The reason, of
course, is oil exploration, which has
become an almost frenzied activity in
the high arctic islands. There have
also been discoveries recently ol rich
lodes of zinc, iron and other non-re-
newable resources, and large mining
ventures are in the offing. Because of
contemporary governmental policies
(both territorial and federal) Inuit
will have to be hired to man these
mines and, to some extent, the oil
operations, il large deposits are actual-
ly found. It was, then, a striking con-
trast to ten years earlier, when a team
of rather intrepid French geologists
had set out to look for oil and find
truth in a vision.

When I finally arrived in Pond In-
let, I looked among the crowd for
a familiar face. (In northern com-
munities almost everyone turns out to
greet arriving aircraft. It is a social
event.) I knew that Jimmy Muckpabh,
with whom I had lived for most of the
time ten years before, was now an
ordained Anglican missionary, with
his own parish in Eskimo Point, on the
west coast of Hudson Bay, so I didn’t
expect to see him. I did recognize his
brother-in-law,  Qamaniq, however,
with whese family I had aiso lived
for part of the winter, and so, picking
up my sleeping bag and back-pack, 1
walked over to him. At [irst he didn’t
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recognize me — he told me later that
he thought I had died during the
intervening decade — but his wife
nudged him in his ribs with her elbow
and whispered my identity in his ear.
That established, we shook hands and,
in faltering English, Qamaniq asked
me if I would like a ride to the transi-
ent centre in his automobile. He own-
ed a small Fiat, it turned out, one of
two cars in the settlement, which had
a mile long road with nothing but
mountain or ocean at either end of it.

When he dropped me off, he in-
vited me to dinner at his home for
the following evening, saying that he
would not be off work until five
o’clock, but that after that I should
come whenever it was convenient. The
next evening I walked up the hill
which formed a back-drop to the set-
tlement and knocked at the door of his
two-bedroom house. I was invited in,
and offered a glass of whiskey before
the succulent meal of pan-fried arctic
char. Qamaniq told me of the events
of the past ten years. He also invited
me to move in with his family during
my stay, and I gratefully accepted,
much prefering the warmth of an Inuit
home to a sterile transient centre.

I remained with his family for the
next six weeks. Apparently, shortly
after I had left, he had been selected
to receive training as a heavy equip-
ment operator, and so had been sent
out to British Columbia for several
months. During his absence, his fam-
ily lived in the settlement, and had
lived there ever since. For a variety
of reasons, before long all of the Inuit
people had moved into Pond Inlet,
and the seven camps had been aban-
doned to the arctic elements. With
this migration, which was in response
to better housing, new work opportun-
ities and the presence of schools and

the desire of parents to be close to
their children, a way of life which
had endured for centuries had dis-
appeared. The pattern has been re-
peated in settlements across the Can-
adian arctic.

In the Pond Inlet of today, Qaman-
iq vacations in DMontreal, several
thousand miles south, with his wife
and children. He has talked abeut visit-
ing me in Winnipeg next year, and
then possibly taking a jaunt up to
Eskimo Point to visit Jimmy Muck-
pah. I hope that he does. .Ten years
before, his youngest son of the time,
who was three years old, was frighten-
ed by my presence, for he was not used
to people with light skin and fair hair.
Last summer he was thirteen, in the
apprepriate ciass for his age, and
planning to be a medical doctor. There
is no reason why he cannot, and indeed,
will not achieve his goal. His older
brother, ten years before, was learn-
ing to become a hunter like his father.
Today he has completed high school,
and contemplates working for the oil
companies in the high arctic islands.
His youngest brother, born since the
family moved into the settlement,
plays with a miniature tractor, imitat-
ing his father who uses a real tractor
to build roads and lay sites for new
homes and other buildings. Most of
the young men in the settlement work
for Pan-Arctic Oil Company, which
is probably the largest oil exploration
endeavour in the high arctic. They are
flown back and forth several hundred
miles from the settlement to the rigs
by company aircraft, working twenty
days on the site and then having ten
days back with their families. The old
man who had been head-man in our
camp ten years before now worked

as a handy-man for the local Depart-
ment of Public Works. A brother-in-

law of his, who had been head-man in
another camp, was now a disc-jockey
for the settiement Inuit language
radio station. There were no dog
teams in 1973, but a skidoo was park-
ed in front of almost every house. In
many instances, small motor-cycles
were parked beside them.

A way of life had passed — a way of
life which was possibly unique in
human history. I doubt that any hu-
man population has ever experienced
such rapid and drastic change in such
a short period of time. That the
people survived it is a testament to
their adaptability and ingenuity. That
they still speak their own language in
their homes is validation of their pride

A
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as Inuit. They live in the jet age, if
not the atomic age ,and yet I believe
that Vilhjalmur Stefansson would have
recognized in them the qualities and
virtues which he extolled in his many
and, indeed, prophetic writings about
the Canadian arctic and the people
who conquered it without raping it
centuries ago, and received him with
such human and humane generosity
when he went to live with them, as,
years later, they did with me. If we
are fortunate, those who fulfill his
vision of the Canadian arctic and its
treasury of resources by developing a
programme for their extraction will
display the same wisdom.

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

- L
F! ;;;;{"

Jon Johnson

Jén Johnson, of Winnipeg, has been

appointed Executive Assistant to Mr.
Sidney Spivak, Progressive Conserv-
ative Leader in Manitoba.

Jén was born in Winnipeg. He at-
tended the University of Manitoba and
Carleton University, from which he
holds the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
He is now engaged in his M.A. studies
at the University of Manitoba.

While at University, Jén was active
in both university politics and the
Progressive Conservative Youth Fed-
eration at the National level. Since
January, 1973, he has served as Ex-
ecutive Assistant to Dan McKenzie,
M.P. (Winnipeg South Centre) in Ot-
tawa.

Jon is the son of Dr. and Mrs. George
Johnson, of Winnipeg. Dr. Johnson
was a cabinet minister in the Roblin
and Weir administrations.
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The Fjallkona Address

at the Icelandic Festival at Gimli, August 5, 1974 (translated)

This summer many of your people
have gone to Iceland to take part in the
festivities celebrating 1100 vyears of
settlement on the island. In every com-
munity special activities are being
held and flags fly everywhere. Bands
play and lofty speeches are delivered.
These celebrations have stimulated my
people to evaluate their position as a
small isolated island nation.

Men pause to look back over the
path that their fathers have take over
the centuries—a path which often was
anything but easy. The Icelandic pe-
ople are proud of their history. That
is why festivities are the order of the
day.

Dignitaries will be quoting their
poet laureates to give their speeches
added eloquence. The words of Stein-
grimur Porsteinsson are often quoted.
He claims that the only bond that shall
ever bind the Icelander is the sca
which binds the rugged coast of the is-
land.

You who are gathered here today
have not had the opportunity to take
part in the events that your relatives
arc enjoying in Iceland. They are
nevertheless in your thoughts and your
good wishes go out to them.

Your fathers, grandfathers or great-
grandfathers, as the case may be, broke
the bond with which the sea ties its
people to Iceland. They found for
themselves a new land. Yet the ties of
friendship with the “old country” have
not been broken.

You hold most of your holidays
under other llags than the one that is
Ilying everywhere in Iceland todav.
Nevertheless that flag is associated in
all our minds with loyalty to our com-
mon heritage and our cultural tradi
tions. The poet Einar Benediktsson
expresses this by saying that wherever
a son ol Iceland lives the colours ot
the flag shall always be remembered.

This festival today is closely related
to the festivals that are being held in
Iceland at this time. On both sides ol
the ocean we are remembering our -
story. .On both sides of the ocean we
are taking stock of ourselves as Ice-
landic people: your relatives, a small
group of people on an isolated island,
and yourselves, a small group in the
midst of the Canadian mosaic. You, no
less than your relatives on the other
side of the ocean, are proud of your
Icelandic descent. Otherwise, ap Ice-
landic Festival would not be held. .On
this day, indeed, you show that you
are loyal to our background, as well as
to our new homeland on this side of
the ocean.

Sons and daughters of Icelandic des-
cent! My fondest wish is that in future
years the ties of [riendship betwee:
relatives in the old land and the new
will remain as strong and sure as the
tie which binds the sea to the rugger!
coast of the island. May the colors uf
our common flag continue to be mean-
inglul to you and continue to stir you
with pride.

+
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I.’Anse Aux Meadows — 1974

by Gustaf Kristjanson

The wind blows cold at L’Anse aux
Mcadows, Newfoundland. Out of the
mouth of Davis Strait, skirting the tip
of Greenland, the wilds of Ungava,
and the forbidding shores of northern
Labrador, it bears down upon the tip
of Newloundland’s Great Northern
Peninsula, its Arctic chill only slightly
moderated. .\t least so it seemed to
me when I visited the spot last sum-
mer. To this spot—nearly a thousand
years azo came Viking settlers, who
built a community here for a period
of time. That much has been establish-
ed. Whether this was, in fact, the
famed Vinland colony which Leil
Ericsson founded is open to some spec-
ulation. But archacological findings
on the site leave no doubt as the col-
ony having been Old Norse and being
approximately one thousand years old.

After spending the summer in the
pulp-mill town of Grand Falls (where
I was teaching a summer school ses-
sion) mv wife and I had been looking
forward to this jaunt into history, al-
though we regarded the prospect ol
negotiating some 270 miles of unpaved
road with some measure of trepidation.
As it turned out, our worst misgivings
were more than justified. The road
up the Great Northern Peninsula
ranges from merely bad to indescrib-
able. Suited for traversal by a jeep or
miiitary vehicle, my own automobile,
low-slung and built for kindlier roads,
was almost disembowelled by the rocks,
ruts, and bumps which could not be
averted by even the most careful driv-
ing.

FHowever, one must be philosophical
about these things. Worthwhile attain-
ments seldom come easy. Besides, il
my forebears of a thousand years ago
could make it to L’Anse Aux Meadows
from the other side of the ocean (via
Greenland and intermediate points),
and using a craft rather less luxurious
than an ocean liner, who was I to
fiinch at the matter of a few small
boulders trying to pound their way
through my muffler and exhaust pipe?
No, it must be full sail ahead, even if
my car was beginning to sound like a
tractor and riding like one as well.

Actually,  to  be somewhat less
lacetious, the drive up the northern
highway, for all its obstacles, was well
worth it. The scenery along the Gulf
of St. Lawrence ollers sea-scapes of
surpassing beauty. Gros Morne Na-
tional Park, which lies at the entrance
to the northern highway, has some of
the most spectacular scenery in all of
Newfoundland. As one proceeds north-
ward along the Strait of Belle Isle
(where  Jacques Cartier and others
found their wav into the reaches of the
St. Lawrence and the inland empire
which became Canada) the coast of
Labrador, with its occasional village,
is clearly visible across the few miles
of sait water which separates New-
foundland from the mainland at this
point.

Our exposure to the fruits of archae-
ological discovery was not conflined to
L’Anse aux Meadows on this journey.
We had occasion to stay overnight at
a lishing village called Port au Choix.
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Lodging was very much at a premium
at this time of year (early August) and
we were fortunate to obtain accom-
modation in a private home there,
where we enjoyed true Newfoundland
hospitality. Port au Choix’s greatest
claim to distinction (apart, possibly
from its fish-processing plant) is the
fact that it is the site of a highly im-
portant archaeological find that came
to light in the fall of 1967. Human
skeletons, weapons, and other artifacts
dating back to about 23500 B.C. were
dug up. These belong to a culture
pattern that has been classified as the
“Maritime Archaic Tradition”. There
is a small but very attractive museum
in Port au Choix where many of the
itenis which were discovered are on
display.

No such sophisticated facility is
at I Anse aux Meadows, however.
Here the digging is still going on. As
we approached the spot, catching vistas
ol blue North Atlantic waters dotted
with  sparkling white icebergs, we
wondered what it might look like.
Then we arrived. No horde of tourists
here (perhaps two or three other cars),
no opulent museum. The National
Parks personnel who supervise the site
and act as tour guides work from a
house trailer and a very small build-
ing rather like a construction shack.
.\ dozen or so archaeological workers
can  be seen scraping and sifting
through the earth with their trowels
on the lookout for whatever object,
artilact, or other symptom of former
habitation they might be able to un-
cover. It's a long and painstaking
task, but little by little more inform-
ation is coming to light.

The dlggmv began in the carlv
16605, The Norwegian explorer and
writer Helge Ingstad had a theory that

Lei! Ericsson’s historic landfall must
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have been in northern Newfoundland.
Inhabitants in the area were aware
of the rather unusual mounds and
impressions just to the southwest of
the tiny village of L’Anse aux Mead-
ows. Accordingly, excavation was start-
ed which eventually uncovered the
remains of eight turf houses of the
type that is called “Old Norse”. Sever-
al artifacts of the same type were
found, in addition to evidence of iron-
working (a craft unknown to native
North Americans). Carbon-dating of
some of the bones, turf and charcoal
indicated a date around 1000 A.D.,
just about the time that voyages by
Scandinavians to North American
shores began. (See anticle in Icelandic
Canadian, Spring, 1965 issue).

The walls of the largest house in
the settlement have been partially re-
constructed, so that the layout of it is
very evident. It had six rooms, with
typical old Scandinavian characterist-
ics such as long hearths, ember pits,
and a cookpit. Included in the artifacts
that were found where this house is
located are a stone lamp of a kind
common in Iceiand, iron riverts, and
a spindle whorl. The walls of all the
houses in the settlement were of turf,
with wooden doorways. Roofs were
also of turf, supported by wooden raf-
ters. There were no windews or chim-
nevs. A hole in the roof permitted
smoke to escape.

Across Black Duck Broom from the
location where the houses were un-
covered, archaeologists have found the
remains of a “smithy”, where the in-
habitants obviously engaged in a type
of iron-working. The old Vikings were
skilled at smelting iron from a form of
ore found in small nodules in bogs.
There is a deposit of this kind of ore
right in the settiement. We picked up
some samples of the rust-coloured.
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slushy material, from a streamlet that
empties into Black Duck Brook.
Because of its historic importance,
Parks Canada is embarking on a com-
prehensive development program at
the site. Ultimately a visitor reception
centre will be built, containing dis-
plays showing the way of life of the
Scandinavian settlers. They are con-
sidering building a replica of one of
the old houses nearby. The village site
itself will be turfed over, with slightly
exaggerated lines, so that in outward
appearance it will look much the same
as it did when it was first discovered a
few years ago. By that time, also, there
will be a paved road to the location,
which will make it much more acces-
sible to tourists. The attractive sea-
port town of St. Anthony (from which
Sir Grenfell conducted his missions to
the Iskimos in Labrador) is only a

few miles distant and offers accom-
modation to those travelers who may
want to make the journey up to New-
foundland’s northern tip.

Cur brief tour of L’Anse aux Meca-
dows came to an end. Gazing across
the rather Dbleak meadow where it
sloped down to the rocky beach, one
couldn’t help but ask oneself what
would bring people to abandon their
homes and travel to a spot such as
this to try and build a new life, where
the hardships must have been consider-
able. and the danger of hostile attacks
bv natives ever present. Do the ghosts
of Leif the Lucky or his warlike sister
Freydis, or of Thorfinn Karsefni and
his crew lurk around these meadows?
What tales these stones could tell!
SWhat memories lie buried within these

hummocks of grass!

A NOTL ON THE ICTLLAND!C POPULATION IN WINNIPEG'S
WEST END — 40 YEARS AGO

The [ollowing item on the Icelandic

populaticin in Winnipeg’s West Ind
forty vears ago is taken from an ari-
icle by Al Tassic in The Winnipeg
Iribune
The West Ind in the thirties had =
sizeable Ic ?'-zldlc population. It seem-
ed that everv second kid was named
Biorn or I.Jz timar in the =neighbor-
hood. I remember especially that the
noappenred quite often in local
business heraldry and I scen learned
that the bird was an Icelandic 1)'1'101 al
svimbol of scme sort. We 1d
nlmﬂd hoa‘\:’, at the Tal
membership 50 cents a vear — on the
corner ent and Home., D
mother sent me to buv bread at the
Falcon Bakery. And when I grew old-
er I found myself whiling awav the
odd hour in the Falcon Athletic Club,
a somewhat misnamed edifice on Sar-

=

eent Avenue which contzined four or
five peol tables, & pay phone and n
Gents.

In 1937, when we came of ace, sever-
al of my veers and I wowed the local
girls by (kmﬁn}o the uniform of the
35th Winaipeg Bov Scout trocp. The
troop was sponseored by the First Fed-
cvated Churelr on Banning Street: the
Petursson and he
i i and-

buﬂ ch

to sport short pants in
the city, v the exception of w‘f\'“f‘}"‘
and  another kid (:n}el hetti”
whose brown eves and black hair de-
tracted [rem our corperate image as
we marched two wo along the side-
calk ) a beloved song about 2
hapless wretc h who'd had the effront-
ery to order ‘one meatball. sir, if you

please’ in a rather high-class eatery.
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“J.B.7 A VISHERMAN FOR THRED-QUARTERS OF A CERTURY

by S. STEFANSSON

Another operation on the lake with
which J.B. was truly [amiliar was win-
ter {reighting on ice; however, he en-
saged in it himsell only one season
alter lishing, being then emploved by
John McNab of Clandebove, whom he
deseribed as an excellent, extremely
energetic man. Freighting began about
mid-winter, when the ice was reallv
solid. Much ol it was done by larmers
who worked at it in their olf-season.
‘The verv carliest form ol it was trans-
portation on a simple sleigh pulled
by one ox. with one wooden hox on
the sicigh into which the [ish was
loosely piled.

The earlv  freighters rarely  used
horses, most often oxen. Since in those
dayvs oxen were not shod and tended
to slip on glare ice, the men tried to
have them walk on snow. Later they
were shod like horses, but with two
shoes on each foot to fit the cloven
hoofs, each ox-shoe being shaped some-
what like a gibbous moon. J. B. des-
cribes how during the shocing ol oxen
ot horses the animal was placed be-
tween two stanchions with a  block

,
around the bodv under the bellv, To
shhoe the rear hoeols the rear holf

the body was then hauled up slig

+ PRy S i s 1 -
tn vrevent kicking and n e w
coNiet

Sile g iy

freiehters worked all
1 .

]

ary character ol those times was Bilis
Scott, who commonly drove his team
to a grove ol woods at night and slept
in the open without a tent, occasionally
taking shelter in a snowdrift. He had
a wooden leg, and a story (possibly
apocryphal) has it that when the run-
ners ol his sleigh were frozen into the
ice he would beat them loose with it.
Generally the [reighters, after a long
day’s work in the open, olten facing
biting wind and bitter [rost. strove to
reach one ol the stopping places along
the shore belore night. These were
homes that supplied lood and shelter
to travellers for a small, actually min-
mmal fee. There were several, some
maintained by Indians and others by
Icelanders, on the route that lay aslant
[rom Fisher River to the [irst main
one in New Iceland, at Gilsbakki in
the Gevsiv district. Then  extending
along the shore through New [celand
were Kirkjubaer, Hnausar, Vidivellir,
Birkivellir, Melur, Grenivellir, then
several at Gimli, followed by Kjalvik
cnd linallh a hote’ at Boundary Creek,
maintained by Baldwin Anderson.

The freighters would arrive at am

time of day or night off the roads or
the lake. Sometimes both men and
e exhausted, especially alter

v o the

I
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Josefbina Joésepsdottir Johnson

Jon Bjorasson (§.B.) Johnson

The pictures ol Mr. and NMrs. J. B, Johnson were taken on the couples [iltieth

wedding anniversary

night lodging ol drivers. These were
common rates. Freighters olten slept
on the [loor in their own bhedding:
several also had their own food sup-

sometintes cattle were put out at
nizht to house exhausted draft teams.
EEEL . L, ot o T g

helpfulness war the rule ol
,

1

i
i
i

among the fcelandic people!

)
!
yroblems of lake

mong the many probl
reichiting was the ooy
-
b rom Sandv

a team of

could be drawn by a small team.
More than anv other man Sandy
Vance revolutionized lake travel with
the introduction of snow ploughs. @r-
iginallv an Easterner, he lived in Sel-
kirk. and was at one time captain of
the Wolverine. . B. remembers him
as an excellent man, very well thought
ol As carlv as 1913 he saw him out
on the fake with a snow plough and a

caboose.

o deseribe
et v .
resembling
od o oone
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a third at the centre extending some
6-7 inches up. The early horse-drawn
once made a trail about 4%-5 feet
wide.

With the ploughs horse-drawn trans-
port came into prevalent use on the
lake, with heavy draft farm horses of
various breeds, among them some
Percherons and Clydesmles used by
the freighters. From three horses to
two or even three teams would
pull the plough, according to snow
conditions. These were rested as need-
ed by changing horses, generally at
noon, and having them pull lighter
parts of the [reight, such as the mboose
A freight train might consist of from
eight to twelve sleighs, each sleigh
carrying up to 150 boxes weighing
100-110 pounds each, with a snow-
plough in front and a caboose at the
rear. The caboose, up to fifty feet in
length and twelve feet wide provided
slecping quarters and meals. On
either side of it was a manger into
which a horse tent was packed in the
day-iime. At night the tents were ex-
tended to shelter the teams which were
fed @t the manger.

It was possibly about 18528-30 that
began to replace horses in
freight. At first the tractor
the snow-plough, but later it
ound preferable to have the
preceed and the tractor push

were also improvec
wke wider tracks. 1ce  tractors
could travel day and night, three or
four men would take turns driving.
1.B. 11::d three or "o*v“ such tldl.k.

o,

mvﬂle
YVance never received a patent
sn(;\\'-p:oughs, though every
uvsed them, and they vastly
ved conditions for the fishermen
toe, especially on the south of the

lake where horses came more and mozre
into use though dogs still remained
the main means ol transport in the
north. Stationary camps and cabooscs
could be hauled out on the ice to pro-
vide the first shelter that the fisher-
men had known on the lake. Fish
could be stowed in them unfrozen and
with the swifter mecans of transport
shipped [resh to market as is the prac-
tise for miost of the catch now.

The early horse-drawn cabooses werc
mainly used on the south end of the
lake not far from shore, being driven
out in the morning and blouvht back
at night. At first they were made ol
canvas or kraft-board over a frame set
on a sleigh and equipped with a heat-
er. The men could have their meais
inside them and retreat into them for
warmth, but they had no sleeping
quarters. ¥ish could be kept unlrozen
in them and then shipped fresh. They
were good for short distances.

The horses could not be driven fast,
for they wouid be harmed if they per
spiredd and then stood all day on tlu
ice. During the hours ol waiting the
were well blanketed, and in additios
the more consideriate owners se"lmed
canvas to the lower edge of the bian-
ket to reach the ice, [ormmg a fairky
dralt-iree shelter. On shore the horses
e housed in warm stables.

W

In the Narrows distances {from shore
were generally short enough to »
mit return at n"}ht but elsewhere sta-
tionary camps on the ice werz dev-
cleped. They were of lumber, measur-
ing as a rule from about 12x16 to
§ \_1‘; feet and could house up to eight
men. [.B. remembers having one cast
ol Willow Psint measuring 12x14 feet,
equipped with a stove and heater and
bunks onc above the other. It housed
[our men. One team could haul a camp
out for the scason and hack to shore
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at the end of it. The fish was kept
Iresh in these camps, packed into box-
e« in crushed ice, and picked up every
t-5 days by freighters for transport
it weather permitted.

As transportation improved, the
demand for fresh fish developed. ].B.
remembers the first American coming
out to buy [resh fish from Gimli, prob-
abhy about 1920. It was packed by
]1}”) Sigurgeirsson. With far higher
prices offered than for frozen fish, the
tishermen responded in every way pos-
sibic. Some even used 300-350 pound
boxes on dog sleighs with a compart-
ment containing a lantern at one end.
The box was covered with a lid with a
canvas-cevered hole above the main
compartment. The canvas was lifted
as fresh-caught fish was dropped in,
and then replaced.

Even fish boxes altered with time,
the earliest being of 150-pound size,
then 100 pounds, and eventually 50-60
pounds. The heavy ones were difficult
to load into a narrow hold and had
to be lifted with ropes and hooks.

Vast changes took place from the
time when J.B. once saw a train of
twenty teams of oxen on the lake to a
period when motor transport took
over, probably commencing near 1930.
Among the numerous vehicles tried
were snowmobiles, mainly used by fish
inspectors, old Ford cards with an extra
wheel put in front of the rear wheels,
and various types of caterpillar trac-
tors or resembling them, such as half-
tracks (tractors with skis at the front
and belted wheels at the side); also
the small caterpillarstyle ‘cleat-tracks’,
which proved equal to two horse-teams
and able to move large stationary
camps. About 1946-7 came surplus war
machines, such as the snow tractor or
‘weasel’, which was light, with broad
tracks, as if floating on snow, and then

the bombardiers, which, being able to
travel over snow at some thirty miles
an hour, have eliminated the need for
cabooses, stationary camps and freight-
ing on ice. Besides supplying a retreat
on the ice for warmth and meals, they
transport the men daily to and from
shore, moving both them and their
equipment and their catch. They are
gas-fuelled, warmed sy the engine and
provided with a power take-off from
the engine for ice augers. So the fisher-
men and the freighters are finally re-
leased from living a whole season of
the year on the ice, and from some
of the risks involved in heavy freight-
ing, for occasionally a team or sleigh
or tractor would plunge through the
ice. In one of these instances a Nor-
wegian broke through the ice with his
tractor at Warpath River and was
drowned, for Lake Winnipeg takes its
toll at any season. J.B. encountered no
such problem, but he did sometimes
sec the water rising in the track as the
last sleighs passed over.

One aspect of the fishermen’s life,
familiar to them all, was and is gov-
ernment inspection by fish inspectors,
many of them Icelandic. It is typical
of J.B. that in all his years on the lake
he never ran into trouble with any of
them, though from reports of some
other fishermen one might imagine
(perhaps falsely) that there was a sort
of constant running war, or game of
hide-and-go-seek, though free of viol-
ence, between fishermen and inspectors
about such matters as fishing with too
small a mesh, or out of season, or
without a licence, or beyond the limit
allowed. He does, however, recollect a
single extreme case which occurred
at Dauphin River when he was a fish
packer there, and which received news-

paper publicity. The Indians of the
area were severely annoyed at a fish



lspector’s  measures  taken
tiem. In one instance they administer-
severe a beatine that the [ine
< jacket that he wore was all
torz and blood-spattered. In another,
when he was seizing some of their nets,
they fired a shot at his cabin windoi.
shattering the glass all around him.
Rather than ]noml\c [urther hostilities
he ordered the net cut loose.

fceiandic fishermen did not resovt
to any such measures; they conlined
their annoyances or protests to verbal
complaints, spoken or written, and in
“C]lL)d] ‘u(c])tul decisions. Rumor has
it that in onc instance a [lisherman
citedd in his defense the rights original-
Iy given to the Icelandic settlers to lish
m Lake Winnipeg, and that since the
documents on this were not lound in
dDitawa his appeal was granted. J.B.
and Oli Josephson have no recollection
of this. but they do know that he had
his nets confiscated when [ishing oll
Saskatchewan Point, and that they were
eturned to him.

According to them, fish inspectors
fell ints two categories, those who were
so svinpathetic to the [lishermen
their struggic to make a living tha
they were lenient to the point ol turn-
gz a blind eye to some ol the infrac-
ticns, and those who siw it as their
duty to carry out their instructions to
the letter, however, painful it might be.

ince they had a vast territory to cover,
come stations tended to be more [re-
quentlv inspected  than others  (pos-
sibly because of more [requent viola-
tions).

Most ol their decisions concerned
fishine vith too small a mesh. In such
cases nets were conliscated .. . a ma-
jor disaster to the lisherman. Inspec-
tors varied i their methods ol dispos-
al: some turned the nets over to the
government, others burned them and
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il others sank them. In one «

when nets had been tied into a bundic

and sunk in the lake, the decision s
pealed. Faced with this wrob

the inspector commented, “No v

11oat sea!

st

11y
I

[ER

bur

Lake Winnipeg has another gove n-
ment whose decisions are bevond @ p-
peal and which olten (omls(lltul [isher-
mcn s equipment. While never in con-
flice with the {ish inspectors, J.15. on

t cighiv pets 1o it in a great pile- »
Such losse, maoke it dif
place any estimate on a [isherman’s u-
come, which depends on wind and
weather, run ol [ish, market condi-
tions. and foermerlv on lish compan:
J1.B. estimaies that barring major
asters, it mav in the past have aver
something like $700-31.200 or possihiv
up 1o S1.0300 for the independent :ish
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¢rman {foreman) OVer the i

seasorrs, combined.

i
the whitelish season, conducted pr i
cipally by tavee ish companies en the
north ol Lake Winnipeg, and il
recesilv with restvictions on catch ol
that suecies onlv, the linit being st
placed at three million pounds, m h
Toter ot two million and still later st
about one and a hall million. The limait
poallotted among lish stations, whirh
in trn apportion it among the lese-
men o on the boats, for whom the scason
eirds when the fimit has been caug™t
Nt teo were veculated as to mesh
the whitelish was Luse

size. Possib v
then thair now, for 6-inch mesh prosy .
the best at [irst, but 5% was later
leaalized, and alter 1950 approximately
S-inch mesh.
Foremen or skippers of fishi

Boats applied to the tishing compaizies
to lish for them, and il d((CptL(l

1

ceived a fivence or permit to lish, Th

; ~1 their own hired men to work
on the boats with them, generally two
to @ boat, and paid them monthh
wages, which varied greatly with the
vears, but included room and board.

T'he first man hired usually the more
expericnced and hired as mate, olten

veceived higher pay; the second man.
espesinily i inexperienced, less. From
“33-51 m the depression the com-
panies took over the hoats, and at that
time olicred 6 Josephson 8§75 as
forewran and his men $85 each, as well
as hoovd It was considered high pay
then. In tiie 1910s hired men received
something like $50-875

Fi-h companies supplied the lore-
man with evervthing that they needed.
no supplies ol thb own:
others might have some corks, nets. or
a boat, and would order whatever they
ncgdi*{: in addition. The loreman re-
cerved so minch per pound for his
o, from which ali the cost ol the
1s deducted

Some had

St . Turnished him we
o enormously,
cord to sise of catch, mar l\ct con-
ditinns and the attitude of the com
panes. He might even find himsel!
in debt 1o the compuny. In the eariier
davs, howeser. foremen generally net-
ted about S5O te S300 lor the summer
scason, till prices rose after the gener-
al strike of 1919,

In 1920 the lishermen ask for 672
cents a pound lor whitelish, while the
comnanies olfered 6 cents. This led to
hoermnen's strike: J.B. was one of
the many older lishermen who did not
o out on those terms, and missed that
seaeon. GimliArmstrong Fisheries then
engaged men [rom the East to {ish,
but with small success, as they lost
net- and [ished poorly. Prices improved

[roin that vear on.
I

[.5.0 who fished practicallv every
summeoer scason  as Joreman, fint on
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sattbouats and then on zasboats, had
before the strike fiched at Horse

land 1903-13, and then lor (,111111-\1 -
strong at Warren's Landing  1915-19.

in 1921 this firm asked him o take
over the Reindeer Llund ~tation o

joreman pmaneger) on shore and then

{roin 2.5 the one on George's ls-
fand.
In the carvliest vears the fishing sta-

ticns were all owned by non-leelandic
firms. which generallv engaged non-
teelondic foremen (munagers) for them,
mostiv Scotch. The l()zcim:n looked
alter weighing, cleaning, icing and
i ol [ish and alvo alter (ood
and ccoking wd quarters lor their
men. Thev did not ish, nor direct the
actual fishing.

the other hand the toremen and
crevs of the sh companies” boats vere

almost tooa o nun beebmdic, Up
i Por fater [.8. had no tecol-
his {ish station o! anv who
were  not Som Indians, however,
served  as shore-hands.
| e

guited and manaad fishing stations
of their own, Generallve 1o, o
others, muainly Scotch wao inaran
cane imlulmn, and some Indians and
\{ctis foremen. [or instance three mem-
bers ol the Cook familv @ Grand Ra-
pics, Veory o Dkrainians served on
the faker o
Hking lor it

npcared o have no

Homav be mentioned heve thar in

the veans LH empovad v
and M
Some worked fov him o a

1y
weil

s aind spe
b ol sears, and 1n general they
did cood work. For a single instance
he recals Pdwerd Robinson, who wos

his cinplov for over tweniv vears,
1 eo eld o coatinne and was
e and depen
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he teo employed many Indians ,some
of them for up to twenty years at Rab-
bit Point. Sometimes they needed
direction in their work, but mostly he
found them to be kindly, reliable
people.

Indeed, ]J.B. remarks of almost every
one with whom he was associated, “He
was an ecexllent man”. If any were not,
he does not mention it.

Every coin has two sides. .\ former
member eof parliament, Eric Stefan-
son, relates that once during an elec-
toral campaign he took ].B. with him
to some of the Indian communities
around the north of the lake. As soon
as he named his companion people
came running up and every man’s face
rciaxed in a smile. “Oh, ].B.I” they
said, and all doors opened wide to
olfer hospitality.

In former years all summer fishing
was done from sailboats manned, as
mentioned, by a foreman and his crew
ol two. They were fashioned of wood,
about 32 to 34 [eet long and open ex-
cept for a deck about six feet wide
at the prow, under which two or three
men could lie in shelter in very cramp-
ed quarters. There were two masts,
fore and alt. These boats, all as a rule
company-owned, began to be converted
into gas-boats [rom about 1920 on,
at st with a four-man crew, later
three. no engine shalt and propeller
were then installed at the rear, this
adiptation being mainlv made at Gimli
or Selkirk. Saiiboats had one advan-
tage: they might turn over or be up-
ended, shedding their ballast ol rock,
but they never sank. while gas-boats
would sink.

sailboats varied in design according
to the builder. Those fashioned on
Heela Island by Jakobh Sigurgeirsson
for Stefan Sigurdsson of Hnausa were
broad and buiky with a square stern.
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but spacious and steady. Robinson of
Seikirk, for whom several Icelandic
carpenters worked, constructed slim,
swift boats with a sharp stern. From
the East came the Collingwood boats
which were very manageable, deep,
and able to carry much cargo.

The early sailboats had no equip-
ment except an anchor and rope, not
even a chain. Each mast carried one
sail. There was a centreboard aft to
the rear mast with a box on either
side, extending down 3-4 feet and
manoeuverable, being pushed up or
down by means of a metal rod with a
grip as much as 3-4 feet in a side wind
to prevent drifting. There wevre
pockets or compartments for fish on
both sides of the centre-board, but
the early boats had no net trays; these
were not introduced till about 1912,
Nets were simply piled on a wooden
platform at the rear, with one man
arranging them to prevent tangling.
Two men usually pulled in the nets,
and one or two removed the fish. Two
thwarts extended across the boat for
strength, and the rear mast, set in an
iron ring, passed through the one at
the back.

On these boats the men worked all
day long in the open, regardless ol the
weather.

It was not till gasboats came into
use that pilot houses eventually wer
added. William Bristow of Gimli is
one of the first men possibly even the
first, whom J].B. remembers as using
a gasboat, a small single-masted one,
with one man working on it with him,
at George's Island.

Fishing on Lake Winnipeg has al-
ways varied greatly from one year to
another, one location to another, and
even from day to day. A run of fish
may iast a few days and then be gone.
Once Steldn  Sigurdsson of Hnausa

E— —T—
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lished four successive summers off
Horse Island and caught the limit only
once. In 1911 there was good fishing
on the east side of the lake, but not on
the west side. Once during the poor
seasons of 1984-37, Thor Ellison towd
twelve boats to Horse Island and
spread them out over a distance of
some thirty miles, yet they caught only
three or four fish to a net, not enough
to fill a fifty-pound box. In 1938 the
fish were so small that they dropperl
from the nets, but 1939 brought such a
record catch that the nets floated up
laden with fish.

Hence the fisherman’s life is a con-
stent gamble, and entails an unceas-
ing hunt for favorable locations.

In summer fishing the working day
commenced about three oclock in the
morning, with the boats going out on
their own, whether sail- or gas-boats,
if the distance was short. At George's
Island the fishing grounds were too
close to require towing. For longer
distances boats were towed out by
stecam tugs that set out about four
oclock in the morning and towed never
fewer than four but on the average
twelve to sixteen boats. In 1940 Leiii
Hailgrimsson and Booth in a large
joint operation at Big Black River had
cighteen gas-boats towed out by one
tug. They employed some ninety men.
L.eifi, as main manager for both, rent-
ed a huge tent for them and employe.l
Alfved Cook with several assistants as
cook.

For distances exceeding seven milcs,
as at Warren’s Landing, tugs would
tow the boats out and go as far as 25-
56 miles. The boats would stay out
about ten or twelve hours, depending
on distance. Gas-boats would come in
o: their own about 2-6 p.m.,, the latter

i thev had lar to go. Sailboats were

also to sail in if possible, but otherwise
the tugs were to bring them in.

After their return the men cleaned
all the fish, with the boat crews co-
operating in this work. Sometimes at
Warren’s Landing they did not finish
till 11-12 p.m. Occasionally, though
rarely, they cleaned fish all night and
then left immediately for the fishing
grounds with no rest or sleep whatever.
This was hardest on the foreman, for
while the others could doze off on the
way, he had to be constantly alert. ].B.
remembers standing for hours on an
eight-foot plank on the way out when
steering, and the same on the return.
It was easier if the boat was in tow.

In the early days the fishermen’s
food consisted mainly of salt pork.
eggs, bread and butter and tea with
condensed milk, but no vegetables
whatever. A fire was kindled and lunch
heated on the boats using old freczer
pans resembling enormous Wread pans.
In later years Coleman gas ovens were
installed on the boats and excellent
meals prepared, as good as those on
shore.

The ever-capricious lake could at
any moment upset the routine of the
fishermen’s work. The boats gave them
no shelter from the weather. Oli
Josephson recalls that one day during
his first summer on the lake, while he
was werking for his brogher-in-law
J.B., the crew had their sails set but
[ailed to catch a single breeze as the
laek was dead calm. There was a cloud
in the sky but no other sign of change.
Then as they were having lunch the
whistling sound of te wind was heard.
It struck with the speed of a bullet,
turned the boat almost on its side and
came close to filling it. Oli instantlv
hauled down the front sail and felt

as il his arms were being torn off
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white “owering the sans. e never
auain felt cav on a sailboat.

Soch storms come on x‘rcqucml\' on
Lake Winnipeg without any notice

;m(l m any scason. [.B. recalls one sus

rTom sununer lls]nng at War
rens Landing about 1917, He wus
then foreman on a well-constructed
two-vear-old Collingwood beat swned
by ihe Northern Fish Company. Jt had
twvo masts. s J.B. and his crew of two.
onc ol them being Eddie Arnzson of
Gimli. were setting nets about seven
miles outr [rom the station, a storm
came up from the north without the
stightest warning. They had to cruise
back and forth against it. Then the
foremast broke right down at the deck

incident

and went oserboard swith the sail, bui
stidl zatl:uhc;! to thie boom. J.B. man-
aged to haul it abow d. However, witl
oniv the rear sail left thev could not
satl but had drifted, and were still

miics [rom the station They were tvo

3

miles Inside  the crooked  ciohitm'e

lo:oy channel hing between that
leads to Warren's Landing. There they
might drift on to the reefs on cither
side. "T'he only possible prospects were
anchoring on the spoi. but for this
thi e was onlv a rope to hold the ves-
sel. or eise drifting oot the eighteen

Istand, oy Tour or five

miles o Spide
other Toats did.
e Garry hove inosight
st with John G. Stevens as
captain. On secing  their plight, he
came as JJose as was sale, considering
the reels. The Garry had ten to twelve
LBeats in tow. Captain Stevens had
them all steer toward J.B.s hoat. Tne
Feet boat caught a tow-line that [.B.
Hune o iy, and then Captain Stevens

proviomsiv mentioned,  JLB. was
for ten veors foreman (manager) for

! 1
xS I

]

.“1‘}“)Ll(;1”‘, tll 1931, in
vacity he did not [ish, but div
the {ibhing of seme ten boats, all sei'-
Poots at first, but later with the ste

Amisk and Gelditeld. Adter 19711
he fished In summer as foreman o, .
w-hoat ol his own, st at Geoiee
Island and then ot Warren's Landin 2.
Iir i he boucht the Warren's Land

1

stution i partnership with H o
(Bori) Peterson ol Gimli, eng
& nu!(x Mowat as loreman of

<11 continued  fishing, When
health failed thev old the
back to Gimli-Armstrong  anc
then took over as loreman ol it
bout 14966, with his son-in-law I
rence Stevens taking over his part o
the fishing Heenceo Stefin Luarsson
ol Arnes then ook over as station los o

man, but [.B. fished two more ~:n

wers with hime up to the clowue
the lzke in THOR-70 hecause of mer
HERS! andd sty tvo more

by [ Tov yorp
el e oo ure.

$
|

In all. [0 missed only four st
scasons, the one ol the [lishermen's
strike. the two ol the closure, and « ¢
one ol 1811 for a most unusual rewscrn.

In that yvear the Antarctic explos:
Sir Froest Shackleton had contrae
1th the Hudson's Bav Co. to o

AN
sleigh dogs for his expedition of 16
P57, samds NMeNab, a2 Huodson's 8

man entrusted with this vndertaks
was advived to v Gimli, On oa
there he sccured the services o
Johncon and Sigurisn (John) Iercid
to he'p i the selection.
hev rocred a1 Ired

thev procured a hundred dogs wi o o
were of mixed broeds, some © :

Altoserheg

blood selecied from the Lest
alony the west shore of Lak

nipee to Hecla Island.

Four men ook charge ol the doas

-
A

on the vovage to England. Sands
Nab., J. B. johnson, Sigurjon 4 d.

THE IDELANDIC CANADIAN 35

and an Irishman [rom Lastern Canadn
named  John  Casselman. The dogo,
were placed in large individual crates
occupying three 1‘111“‘1} cars, in singie
tiers of erates. The [our men ceved for
them constantly, changing their Iitter
of straw, watering them from a barrel.
and feeding them sprats, a nutritious
dog biscuit which they disliked at firsy,
being used to fish, but took a liking
to later.

They left Canada on June 22, 1911,
on the Montcalm, then a [reight
carrier. later conveited to a troop ship.
and eventuallv to passenger liner o:
whichi a group of fcelanders travelle.
to Icelund o 1930, There was then
only one pisenger on board, a womun
writer. The dogs occupicd most of the

Y
i
1
i

[ront section ol the ship Lelow decks.
Because of fog and ice the vovage was
stow, taking thirteen days. The Mont-
ca’'m passed  close to Lng;ﬁ iceberes
and the foghorn sounded constan
On arrival in London they were et
by a great throng ol people curious to
sce the dogs and their drivers. One
LEnglish paper printed great headlines:
“Dogzs Coming From Canada” — “One
Zskimo. one Negro and Two Whun
Men  Looking  Alter Them™ The
tried in vain to discover who was cast
in the role ol Lsimo, but agreed that
the Irish Casselman, with his dark hair
and black beard, must be the Negro!

The dog crates were unloaded by
derrick to the number of 99, for one
dos had died in Montreal.

The men had nothing further to do
with the dogs, except for one day sport
in sclecting the lead doos for \111@(.1\!0
ton’s  purpeses. He wanted one of
these who had experience with dogs,
1.8, and  Siourion Es!fu’;(l to oo as

a0 ottt St (Tl \"m“ and

Gudmundi "!‘ I‘m) Magnussou ot

il but ail declined his offer. “If
I had not been married,” said J.B., 1
might have gone”

Now came ten ceventful days during
which the lowr men were 10(1ng at
Shackleton’s expense at a good hotel
with escellent meals and were [ree (o
do what thev picased. People took a
iriendly interest in them, particulady
a voung Greek tailer with whom ther
had placed an order: he took them
twice on sightseeing trips through the
citv. Once Shackleton sent a car to
take them for a day’s tour.

Once Gueen Alexandra sent word
that she would like to sez the men who
had  brought the dogs, but as thev
were out that day Visiting places ol
intevest the opportmity was missed.

On  the dav of their departuice
Shackleton, accompanied by Captain
Wolscley, master of the ship conveying
the exp C(iiti(m came to the station to
Lid them farewell and 1)1050“101 the n
with watches. The one given to [.I.
Tohnson is inscribed:

» John Johnson [rom
Lrnest Shackleton
fmperial Trans-Antarctic
Expedition

July 1911

1.B. remembers Shackleton as dark.
well built, about six feet in height,
giving an impression of sincerity. not
effusive but [riendly.

flmy returned to Canada on the
Empress of DBritain, the last ship to
}c e im:dun Iyefore the outbreak ol
“1 rid War [, of which they heard on

:3:(‘)!‘:d or third day out. Cassel-
coted 1o roman hclwul m the

Las o be later entisted and was Kille:d
e war. The others came back
noma Thev cach received ony two
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dollars a day in wages, but with thei
entire trip fully paid for in addition
and the excellent treatment received
they considered the whole experien.e
well worth while.

As to the dogs from New Iceland,
some ©0-70 of them were selected for
the expedition, the rest being left be-
hind and according to reports some of
them displayed in London zoos. But
of those that went to the Antarctic
every one perished, some being even
caten by the famished explorers.

Though they are not within the
scope of this article, no true picture
of J.B. can be seen without a glance
at his other activities. The sizeablc
operation of partly mixed but mainly
dairy farming at the large farm home
of Birkines was run for several decades,
and was mainly in the capable hands
of J.B.s life partner, Jdsefina (Bina)
Josephson , whom he married May
1913. The daily tasks of dairy farming,
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care of their two aged mothers, of hired
hands, of their nine children, of a
iarge home, all fell to her charge,
combined with extensive hospitality,
community service, and helpfulness to
neighbors, in which husband and wile
both shared. Here ].B. says that he
spent the happiest per iods of his life.
The work of such pioneer Icelandic
women has never been recognized nor
told as it should.

Though irresistibly drawn to the
iake, j.B. somehow found time to be-
come a community leader taking vitai
part in numerous organizations at
Gimli: the Lutheran Church, the fisher-
men's and the fish packers’ associa-
tions, the Qid-Timers Association, the
Icelandic National League, the Ice-
landic Reading Association. He was
a founding member of several, execu-
tive member of most if not all, and
president of some. He now holds an
honorary membership in most of them.
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What prevented the Icelandic people
from turning into some quaint type of
aborigines in eleven centuries of
strugglie with a harsh and isolated
land? What else than the fact that
they alwavs thought beyond the mere
struggle for existence and sustained
their intellectual life with books and
reading to stay in the mainstream of
culture. True to this heritage, J.B. i
a lover of books, one of the founders,
for fifty years a member and the last
nineteen ve president of Lestrar-
félagits Gimli (the Gimli Readino As-
sociation).
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J.B’s last seasons on the lake were
in the summer and fall of 1971 and
1972, during which he [fished alone
on a skiff off Gimli, and caught the
fuli limit allowed. He then retired at
the age of eighty-six, having [ished
Lake Winnipeg for a period of seventy-
five years and missed only the years
ol the closure. Now he has donated his
skiff to the Gimli Museum, where it
will hold an honored place in reminder

at 15 likely to remain an all-time

O

record.
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Graduates and Scholarships

INIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
GRADUATES — OCTOBER 1947

Bachelor of Science
LAXDAL, Gordon John.
RYCKMAN, Hallson Olalur

Bachelor of Arts

ITOLINSKI, Ragnheidur Evelyne
SIGURDSON, Terence Gil
Bachelor of Interior Design

ISFORD, Thomas Mundi Edwin

Bachelor of Education

ELIAS, Rita Erika Ursula
OLAFSON, Janice Lola
UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG
OCTOBER 1974

Degrees and Academic Awards
Degrees
Bachelor of Arts — General
GALLAGHER, Johann Ravmond

JOHNSON. Dennis Palmi

Sciond Year Arts, Science

ai:d Education

CHRISTILANSON, Keith Eldon,
Board of Regents General Profici-
ency Schoiarship.

KRISTJANSON, Fridrik John
John DulMaurier Memorial Scholar-
ship.

SIGFUSSON, Lois Olive Iris
Moody Moore and Partners Athletic
Nward.

5 HIORLAKSON, Linda Gail,
tioard of Regents General profici-
cncy Scholarship.

First Year Arts, Science and Education

DAVIS, Sigrid Carol — French Dept.
‘Travel Scholarship.

Entrance Awards,

Arts, Science and Education

EGGERTSON, Karen Gail=Board of
Regents Entrance Scholarship.

STUDENTS OF HIGHEST

BISTINCTION — 4th Year Honours

.
_.l-
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Stephan G, Siephansson and Thomas Hardy
— a Comparison

Stephan G. Stephansson (1853-1927)

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) were, in
the'r respective languages, among the
niost significant literary [ligures of
their time. They resembled each other
in many respects, especially in their
churacters, and to some extent in phil-
osophy ol lile, but there is no evidence
that one influenced the other. Hardy
probably never heard ol Stephansson
and, though Stephansson must have
known Hardy as a novelist, there
seens to be no evidence that he was
intluenced by his poetry. Yet it seems
likelv that some ol Hardy’s poems,
which express so much of Stephansson’s
philosophy, would have appealed to
him.

Perhaps the reason for Stephansson's
neglect of Hardy's poetry is that he
was not acquainted with it. Certainly,
he could not have known it until
refatively late in life because Hardy.
though famous as a novelist, was
virtuallv. unknown to the English
speaking world as a poet until the
wrn of the century. Though Hardy
wed begun o write verse in the sixties
ot the last century none ol his poetry
was published vatil 1898, The young
P L ol the 18680 wrote much verse

i
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not conlform-

time, was un-

PP 1000
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turned 1o his tirst love—poetry. Eng-
lish literawre thercfore owes a debt of
gratituede to his narrow-minded ceritics
ior. todav, he is rated even more high-
Iv as a poet than a novelist.

But since Stephansson, as pointed
out in Dr. Richard Beck’s article Ljod-
bydingar Stephans G. Stephdnssonar,
(Timarit Pjodraknisf¢lag  Islendinga,
1G651). translated many poems [rom
English in the years 191821, he must
by this time have known some ol
Hardy’s poems. Bat it is possible that
he was not atwracted by his style which,
as everthing Hardy wrote, is his own.
It is, however, a pity that Stephansson
who, in addition to translating some
fine poems, spent precious time trans-
lating third-rate LEnglish verse into
first-rate  Icelandic  poetry, never
tackled any of Hardy’s [ine lyrics. It
would be interesting to have a trans-
lation by Stephansson ol Hardy's The
Darkling Thrush.

As already stated Hardy and Steph-
ansson had much in common. though
there were also some notab'e differ-
cences. Both were thinkers exposed 1o

ol nineteenth

han

o
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by nature students, Stephansson mas-
tered English and gained a knowledge
of the Scandinavian languages; Hardy
studied Greek by himsell at least to
the extent that he could read Homer
and the classical dramatists and the
New Testament in the later Greek di-
alect. Both had an interest in philos-
ophy, ancient and modern.

" In character there was a close re-
semblance. Absolute intellectual hon-
esty was a characteristic of both men.
Each had the courage of his convic-
tions and weuld write only what he
felt impelled to write though Hardy,
in his earlier novels, was forced to
make some minor concessions to serial
publication in magazines, such as
building up suspense at the end ol a
chapter to make the reader wait ex-
pectantly for the next instalment.
Neiher would allow himself to be in
fluenced by adverse criticism.

In temperament there was also some
similarity. Both were basically real-
ists, but with romantic overtones. In
both, sympathy for living things was
strong. The sympathy for struggling
and iil-treated humanity predominates
but the same feeling is also expressed
for animals, Lspeciad) in poems about
birds. Both have a strong alfinity for

nature. Hardy’s descriptions ol land-
scape in his novels are [amous, and
Stephansson’s poetry abounds in des-

cription of the sea, prairic, forest and

especiailly mountains. But there are
some differeuces in their approzth to

1sson ” lories in descri

nature. Ste;

i

ing spring, summer and autumn—the

pulsing life of nature.

LEg sit hér og dreymi um soélbjartan
heim.

(I sit here and dream of the sunlit
old earth.}

Hardy, more gloomy and pessimistic,
dwells more on the leafless forests of
winter when

The ancient pulse ol germ and birth
Was shrunken hard and dry.

The realism of Stephansson does not
necessarily lead to a pessimistic cut-
look; Hardy’s realism seems to do so—
though he would never admit that he
was a pessimist.

The intellectual turmoil ol the years
following the publication in 1859 of
Darwin’s Grigin of $pecies had much
the same eflect on the two men, who
had been exposed, in childhood, to
the dogmas of the Christian church.
Hary, then nineteen, was an early con-
vert to the theory ol Evolution. In his
poem Plaint to Man he has God saving
to Man:

Wherefore, O Man, did there com
to you
The unhappy need ol creating me —
&
A form like your own—for praving to*

But there is a note ol regret, and he
conciudes that Man must face

The [act of life with dependence
placed

Ca tl I heart’s resourc .

Ga the human heart’s resource alonc

Stephansson in 1875, when he was
wenty-two vears ol age, writes In Qs
staniza Fraz 3 roun

I

t

1 @sku tok eg eins og barn
Alheimskunnar trana.
Med aldri vard eg elagjarn,
Engu trai eg nima.

(Al nounsense of religion
I believed when I was small:
But now that I am grown a man
I have no beliefl at all.)
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His rationalistic outlook is shown by
his poem Vantruin, (Unbelief), from
1891, where he says

Hiw: kom eins og geisli i grafarhdm
kalt,
Og glidandi birtuna lagdi yfir alt —

(It eame as a sunbeam that entered
the tomb,

The glow of its radiance dispelling
the gloom—

Both men have been called agnostics
or even atheists, but it is doubtful if
the latter term should be applied to
either. Both felt the need for some-
thing to take the place of the Chris-
tian God they had reluctantly been
forced to abandon. Hardy was enough
an optimist to feel that Man had
enough innate goodness in him to get

along

In brotherhood bonded close and
graced

With loving-kindness [ully blown,
And visioned help unsought, unknown.

Stephansson, as pointed out in Prof.
Haraldur Bessason’s article on him
(Icelandic Canadian, Vol. XXXV, No.
4, 1967), found in hard work and
sacrilice a substitute for conventional
faith and felt that these things were
their own reward because they im-
proved the conditions of life [or one-
sell and or others. He also expresses
in many poems the idea that life is
eternally re-created, as in Aftanskin
where he says

P4 ad hnatta-heimsins

Hjadni stjérnu-augun blind,
Ut i eilild geimsins

Uppi er beirra geislamynd,
Hvarfar ylir 1jdssins leid
Lifsmerkjanna protlaust skeid.
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(Though the myriad night-eyes

Of the blazing skies go blind,

Still, some hidden plan lies

Deep in the eternal mind,

Setting free through time and space
Waves of life-imbuing rays.

Perhaps the most basic resemblance
of these two artists in their reaction to
injustice. Thev had a hatred of in-
justice in all its forms—of the unfair-
ness of the class distinction set up by
aristocracy and plutocracy, and especial-
ly of the ultimate imbecility of war
Stephansson’s feelings about war were
perhaps more frequently and forcibly
expressed and he sometimes takes the
side of one warring nation or other.
Hardy, though a patriotic Englishman.
did not express hostility to the Ger-
mans in the war of 1914-18 (in fact.
he visited German prisoners in Eng-
land frequently) but in one poem
The Pity of It — he lashes out with
fury at those who permitted the war
to come about bhetween two such kin-
dred nations as the English and the
Germans:

— — — whosoever they he
At root and bottom of this, who fling
this flame
Between kin foik kin tongued even as
are we,

Sinister, uglv. lurid, be their fame:
May their familiars grow to shun their
name,
And their brood perish everlastingly.

One ol Stephansson’s longest poems
— Vopnah!é (Armistice) — written in
1418 and tianslated into English by
Paul Bjarnason. might have been writ-
ten Ly Hardy as far as its feeling is
concerned, except perhaps for the out-
spoken radicalism of the poem.

The most ambitious project Hardy
ever undertook — his 500-page epic
poem The Dynasts — looks at thie Na-
poleonic wars from various angles:
Irom the point of view of Napoleon,
the statesmen of the opposing coun-
tries, the soldiers and sailors, and the
suffering muasses. s in Greek Tragedy,
there are choruses commenting on the
drama — the Spirit of the Years com-
ments impartially. the chorus of the
Pities comments compassionately, but
the heroes, if any, are the suffering
people. But Hardy does not judge but
acts more like @ father who grieves
over the behavior of his children.

In comparing the poetry of the two
writers it is necessary, first. to con-
sicler seme of the differences between
leelandic and Inglish poetrv. Icelund-
ic poets have felt privileged to draw
on the accumulated vocabulary of the
centuries and, more than most poets,
Stephansson has done so. English poets.
on the other hand, have confined their
vocabulary to words in current use.
Another difference is that, owing to
the flexibility of Icelandic language,
the coinage of new words is easy and
has been accepted as the right of any
writer of prose or poetry.

Though there are similarities . the
poetry of Stephansson and Hardy the
differences are equally striking. Their
approach to poetry is similar. To both
writers almost any subject that comes
to mind is suitable for expression in
verse. Hardy has a wider range than
most poets writing in English at his
time. He dealt with many aspects ol
life and made excursions into the
rcalins of religion and philosophyv, told
stories, humorous or sad, in ballad
form and commented on life humor-
ously, satirically, ironically, and some-
times angrily.
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Stephansson uses these same poetic
tools, though in a somewhat different
way. His satire and irony are more bit-
ing and his views are expressed more
forcibly. His poetry conveys an inten-
sity of feeling that, in Hardy, is found
mostly in his love lyrics, and he adapts
his verse more successfully than Hardy
to a great variety of topics. Hardy
seldom makes specific suggestions for
curing the ills of mankind; Stephans-
son, at least by implication, appears
to consider socialism as one possible
remedy.

Another resemblance was that both
poets were incessant experimenters on
form and metrical devices. Stephans-
son wrote verse in nearly all the struc-
tural patterns employed in Icelandic
poetry from the Edda poems to his
own time and added some of his ewn.
It has been said of Hardy that of his
more than 900 poems hardly any two

are structurally identical. Another
similarity is the mastery of intricate
and difficult verse forms, which is
shown throughout Stephansson’s poetry
but is displaved chiefly in Hardy’s less
serious poems. Hardy reserved techn-
ical virtuesity in intricate rhythmic or
rhyming form mostly for comical
verse or for playful stunts. In serious
poetry he often used slow rhythmic
movements or even conversational
phrasing. His experimentation in style
led to broken rhythms and to ever
greater simplicity of expression — a
development that would have puzzled
Stephansson and other Icelandic poets.
But Hardy knew svhat he was doing,
for many of his most touching poems
were written in simple words arranged
to form broken rhythms — and the
puzzled reader wonders why his em-
otions are so deeply stirred. One stanza
from his poem Afterwards may serve

from
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as an example of this simple poetry.
In this poem he states what he would
like his friends to say about him when
they learn of his death.

If T pass during some nocturnal

blackness, mothy and warm,
When the hedgehog travels furtively
over the lawn,

One may say, “He strove that such
innocent creatures should come to
no harm,
But he could do little for them; and
now he is gone.”

Stephansson can, and sometimes does,
speak with almost equal simplicity,
though in more regular rhythm; but
often he packs his verse with archaic
or rarely used words and with meta-
phor as in the poem Tiundir which
is fully understandable only by stu-
dents of old Icelandic. A fair example
of his style is the opening stanza of
his great poem Skagafjordur.

Frosti inn kaldi klauf hér fyr
Klaka-meitlum branir fjalla,
Hof i fang sitt hamra-stalla,
Braut upp feldar fjar8ar dyr.
Studlud bjoérg sem stédu kyr
Steyptar 1ét i radir falla.

Mighty Frost in years of yore,

Fells with icy chisel cleaving,

Crags in armfuls sideways heaving
Broke through mountainsides a door,
Down to depths of ocean’s floor,
Lofty heights on both sides leaving.)

There is grandeur and power in this
poetry, which is largely lost in trans-
lation, and it has no counterpart in
Hardy. Stephansson’s command of the

Icelandic of past centuries rouses ad-
miration for his erudition and virtu-
osity but also tends to build a wall of
incomprehension between him and
some of his reading public. Rugged-
ness, concentration, neology, meta-
phor and the use of isolated, image-
producing words are characteristics of
his poetry, often making a consider-
able demand on the reader, but the
effort to understand is rewarding.

Stephansson’s verse gives the im-
pression of a strong intelligence, ex-
pressing its views on many subjects in
forceful and poetic language. Hardy’s
verse gives the impression of a tender,
meditative mind of philosophic lean-
ings commenting sadly, and often
wisely, on the human condition, but
his effective range is narrower and
his most successful efforts are the great
lyrics on love and loss with which he
enriched the English language.

In  summary, Stephansson and
Hardy show a close resemblance in
character and in philosophic views
but differ markedly in their artistry.
In character they were intellectually
honest, courageous and stoic. They had
much the same philosophic outlook
but Hardy gravitates to pessimism
whereas the more resilient Stephans-
son never allows depression a more
than momentary hold. In both men,
cruelty and injustice arouse the same
feeling of compassion and anger. Both
are lovers of life but Hardy despairs
more readily than the Icelandic poet.
The same degree of similarity is not
displayed in their artistry. The two fol-
lowed different paths in their poetic-
al cxperiments and Stephansson, in
a wide range of verse forms and sub-
ject matter, reached heights that were
reached bv Hardy only in his lyric
poetry,
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IN THE NEWS
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A MEMORIAL GIFT TO
THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

The Icelandic Canadian appreciates
the contribution of $75.00 received in
memory of the late Mrs. Hakon (Gud-
ny) Kristjansson, of Vancouver British
Columbia and formerly of Wynyard,
Saskatchewan.

The gift is from the Olson family
at Gimli, Manitoba: B. Franklin, B.
Edvald, A. Vilborg and Olafur L., and
a sister, Ingibjorg (Emma) Ellenthorpe.
in memory of their aunt Gudny.
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SOME RESULTS OF THE
CIVIC ELECTIONS IN
MANITOBA, OCT. 23, 1974

Elected councillors in Winnipeg:
Magnus Eliasson, Bannatyne Ward;
Robert Johannson, Cockburn Ward.

Elected members of the School
board in St. James-Assiniboia:

Ron Johnson.

Re-elcted mayoress of Gimli, Violet
Einarson.

Councillors elcted: in St. Charle’s
Ward, St. James-Assinniboia: Rick
Nordman. (Mr. Nordman is original-
Iv from Cypress River, Manitoba).

*

PRESIDENT OF THE ICELANDIC
CANADIAN CLUB OF WINNIPEG

Haildor J. Stefansson

IHalldor (Dori) ]J. Stefansson, of
Winnipeg, has been elected President
of the Icelandic Canadian Club of
Winnipeg. He succeeds Mr. T. K.

FPHONE Bus. 774-2651
ReEs. 772-2270

JOHN V. SAMSON INSURANCE AGENCY

GENERAL AGENT FOR
AUTGRPADC AND FIRE INSURANCE
868 ARLINGTON STREET

JEFF 8AMSON

AGENT

L
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Arnason, the newly elected president
of the Icelandic Festival of Manitoba,
who has resigned his presidency of the
Icelandic Canadian Club due to heavy
responsibilities.

Dori Stefansson has been an active
member of the executive of the Ice-
landic Canadian Club for many years.

*

SVEINSSON HEADS BAY CITIES
UNIT

Gonzales City Councilman  Joe

Sveinsson is the newly elected pres-
ident of the Monterey Bay Division of
the League of California Cities.

He was elected to a two-year term at
the Monterey Bay Division meeting at
Rancho Canada Golf Club.

*

TREVOR HOLM, OF WINNIPEG
WINS REGATTA CUP
The Gimli Yacht Club of Winnipeg

hosted the Rothman’s Olympic Train-
ing Regatta at Gimli, on August 17.

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

WINNIPEG'S NEWEST

STEAKHOUSE AND LOUNGE

FOR COMFORTABLE

CASUAL DINING.

FEATURING CAREFULLY AGED Tarp
QuALITY BEEF AND SELEGT WINES

‘ ,GgmBLES-'
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LUNDCH FROM 11:30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY

% DINNER EVERY NIGHT FROM 5:00 P.M.
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U S —




48

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN ol -

Let’s

We want to tell you about our
services, and how we do things
differently from other banks. And,
we want you to tell us how we can
help you. With planning your
savings. Investments. Mortgages.
Helping you budget. Or lending
you money.

When we say “let’s talk”, we
mean it.

So drop by soon. f—ﬁ"ﬁ':
The First Canadlian Bank L'“

Bank of Montreal

e e e e e 3 =

This developmental program has been
conducted for three years with prime
emphasis on preparation for the 1976
Olympics. Competing were 31 entries
{rom the following clubs: The Gimli
Yacht Club, Clearwater Bay Yacht
Club, Lake of the Woods Club, and
the Pinawa Yacht Club.

Trevor Holm, with his crew, Char-
lotte Holm, was awarded the Mani-
toba Centennial Cup as overall regatta
winner. Mr. Holm was the defending
champion, having won the cup last

vear.
*

THE SCANDINAVIAN CLUB
SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN

The Icelandic section of the Scandi-
navian Club of Saskatoon held a suc-
cessful evening at the Nutana Legion
in that city, on Novermebr 16. A novel
idea was introduced: each women was
asked to bring a cloth measuring 12x12
inches, which will later be sewn into
a patchwork quilt, to be raffled at a
later date.

The evening was billed as “The
Kristness Icelandic Kvennfélag Supper
and Dance.

Kristnes is a small Icelandic com-
munity, nestled midway between
Leslie and Wadena, and like a lot of
communities, surrendered her people
to various parts of North America,
with most of them going to a place
close to home, Saskatoon. Thus the
caption for the evening.

The Scandinavian Club of Saskatoon
is a very active club. It is comprised
of representing groups of Danish, Nor-
degians, Swedes, Finlanders and Ice-
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landers. Lach group is responsible for
one event a year.

The Icelandic Canadian hopes that
they will keep in contact with special
events and items of interest.

*

THE ANNUAL SCANDINAVIAN
BALL

The Annual Scandinavian Ball and
Leif Eirikson Festival of Winnipeg,

held at the Holiday Inn, was a success,
with 450 in attendance.

President Bruno Vanhalla proposed
the toast to ‘“The Immortal Viking
Spirit. This was responded to by Ice-
landic Vice-Consul S. A. Thorarinson,
who made a humorous speech on the
exploits of the sea-faring Vikings.

Mr. Magnus Eliasson, successful
candidate in the Winnipeg civic elec-
tions in October last, is a past pres-
ident of the Viking Club. The first

DiSTINCTIVE HAIRSTYLES

8 AM. TO 6 P.M.

121 RIIL TS MEN'S HRIRSTYLING

1065 ELLICE AVENUE AT WALL STREET

- MEN'S HAIR COLORING
SCALP & HAIR TREATMENT — HAIRPIECE SALES & SERVICE

CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
NO SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS
PHONE 775-0687 CLOSED MONDAYS

. ——— s R

WHEN YOUR THOUGHTS TURN
TO TAX SAVING,

TURN TO U3

Chovestons

Syndicate

HEAD OFFICE: WINNIPEG

GETYOUR FUTURE GOING TODAY
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president was Mr. J. Th. Jonasson, at
that time with the Department of
LEducation, Winnipeg.

*

THE ICELANDIC SOCIETY
OF EDMONTON
Features W. D. (Bill) Valgardson

The Icelandic Society of LEdmonton
at a meeting this fall featured W. D.
(Bill) Valgardson. Tere were about
100 people out to hear him speak, and
it was a most interesting evening. He
also read one ol his stories to a class
at the University of Alberta, and ap-
peared on a radio boardcast en CKUA.

Valgardson’s appearance in Edmon-
ton was a significant event for Iceland-
ers here, and a great kick-off for “Rit-
sain”, which is accepting donations ol
hooks for its library.

The library referred to is a new
hook cluby sponsored by the Icelandic
Society of Edmonton, which is develop-
ing a coliection of books by Icelanders
and about Iceland, in an attempt to
keep Icelandic cultural values alive.
The Society also hopes to sponsor
language lessons, and provide speakers
who will enhance understanding of
Icelandic culture.

Bill Valgardson was writer-in-resi-
dence at Cottey College in Missouri
four four years. He has now a position
with the Department of Creative
Writing at the University of Victoria,
British Columbia.

A [forthcoming collection of short
stories by Bill Valgardson is titled
“God is not a fish inspector”.

—Lillian (Bjarnason) NcPherson

*

PRESIDENT OF THE ICELANDIC
FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA

Ted K. Arnason

Ted K. Mnuson was elcted Pres-
ident of the lcelandic Festival of
Manitoba. at the annual mecting ol
the Festival, in November.

Afr. \rnason has been a long-time
active member of the Icelandic Fest-
ival and has heen Parade Chairman
for many years.

*

CHRISTMAS AT BETEL HOME,
GIMLI, MANITOBA

“I have always enjoyed Christmas
here at Betel — it is begun in the tra-
ditionai manner in  which 1 was
brought up to celebrate Christmas.
There is always a goodly numbrer ol
visitors. \We hear the noise of thz out-
side world through television and
radio, but these can be shut oflf.

"1 continue to listen to Talking
Bonoks. I get some recent books and
a goodly number of older ones. Recent-
ly I had “David Harum”. It was pub-
lished in 1898, I found it a delightful-
ly humorous book.”

—The above is an excerpt from a letter
from Betel. —Ed.
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ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB
OF WINNIPEG MEETING

Two interesting illustrated travel
talks and community singing featured
the program of the first meeting this
fall of the Iclandic Canadian Club of
Winnipeg, November 21, in the low-
er auditorium of the First Lutheran
Church. Dr. John Matthiasson, past-
president, and Mr. Halldor J. Stefans-
son, president, spent their holidays
on the Iberian peninsula last spring
and summer, and Dr. Matthiasson
showed pictures of Portugal and Mr.
Stefansson, pictures of Spain. The
Matthiasson family were caught in Lis-
bon at the time of the revolution
there. Gus Kristjanson, accompanied
by Jona Kristjanson on the piano,
conducted the community singing
which featured familiar and well be-
loved Icelandic songs.

Coffee and doughnuts were served
alter.
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INDEPENDENT FISH
Co. LTo.

WHOLESALE DEALERS IN—
FRESH, SMOKED AND FROZEN FISH

FROZEN CITRUS JUICES, FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES

941 SHERBROOK ST. WINNIPESG

BHONE 774-4547
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SEASIN'S [BREETINGS

T il

Flowers Telegraphed Everywhere ¢

SEASON'S
GREETINGS
VIKING MOTORS LTD.
ARBORG, MANITOBA
PHONE 376-2342
LARUS PALSSON
LEIFUR FRIDFINNSON

BEST WISHES FOR A

Forous Christmas & Happr Few Pear?
TO THE PEOPLE OF GIMLI ...
from

Mayor and the Council of the Town of Gimli
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A NEW ICELANDIC PRINTING
PLANT IN WINNIPEG.

A new Icelandic printing plant, the
Gardar Printing Company, was estab-
lished in Winnipeg, September, 1974.
The founder, president and chief share-
holder is Mr. Gardar Gar8arson, who
has been in the employ of Walling-
ford Press, Winnipeg, for the past year
or more, specifically for the printing
of Logberg-Heimskringla.

The printing of Logberg-Heims-
krir.gla will be done by the new com-
pany, and the offices of the paper
have been moved to the Avenue Bldg.,
512-265 Portage Avenue.

Shares, the number of which is to
be limited to forty, are $1,000 each.

*

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN
CLUB OF B. C.

The Icelandic Canadian Club of
B.C. held its annual general meeting
on September 30, in the recreation
room of the Icelandic Home Hofn.
About 50 members were present. Pres-
ident Connie Anderson was in the
chair.

Finances are on an impressive level,
with a total income for the year of
$7,776 and expenses amounting to
$8,088. A balance brought forward
from the previous year more than
covered the small deficit.

A membership of 494 was reported,
short of the record 510 for 1973.

Two university scholarships of $200
each were presented.

The charter flight to Iceland organ-
ized by the Club last summer was re-
ported a success, although “the cost
of operating has always been high and
is now threatening to be prohibitive”.

Officers elected at the meeting in-
cluded: President, Gustav Tryggva-
son; Vice-President, Herb Olafson;
Secretary, Joy Ball; and Treasurer
Connie Anderson.

This is the 66th year of operation
of the Icelandic Canadian Club of
British Columbia .

*

TWO AMERICAN CITIES
PROCLAIM ICELANDIC WEEK

An Icelandic Week, June 16-22, was
proclaimed by Los Angeles and Seattle,
in commemoration of the 1100th an-
niversary of the settlement of Iceland.

At a Los Angeles ceremony about
100 persons were present when the
Icelandic flag was raised to the mast-
head at the City Hall. Mrs. Halla
Linker, wife of Hal Linker, Icelandic
consul in Los Angeles, appeared in
festive costume and read a poem in
Icelandic as the flag was hoisted.

The Mayor of Seattle, Mr. Wes Uhl-
man, said that Seattle citizens of Ice-
landic descent have gratly enriched
the cultural heritage of Seattle.

*

A MAP OF PIONEER HOME-
STEADS IN NEW ICELAND

A map showing the homesteads of
the pioneer settlers in the Arnes and
Gimli districts was presented to the
National Library in Reykjavik at the
time of the group visit to Iceland last
summer, on the occasion of the cele-
bration of the 1100th anniversary of
the settlement of Iceland. The map
shows the section numbers and the
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names of the pioneer homesteads and
the names of the settlers.

This project originated with the
members of the Lutheran congregation
at Arnes, Manitoba, at the time ol
the Manitoba Centennial, 1970. The
work continued at Gimli and the pre-
sentation to the Library was made by
the Gimli Chapter of the National
League.

*

HAROLD THOMPSON HEADS
MANITOBA CANCER SOCIETY

The new president of the Manitoba
Division of the Canadian Cancer
Society is Harold Thompson, ol Win-
nipeg, president of the Monarch Lile
Assurance Company.

Harold 'Thompson was the oldest of
three children of Haraldur and
Hrodny Thompson, of 631 Ingersoll
Street, Winnipeg, where he grew up.
He graduated [rom Daniel McIntyre
Collegiate and attended the univer-
sity of Manitoba and the University
ol Toronto. He gave up a promising
hockey career on enlistment in the
Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm in World
War IH.

He joined the Monarch Life in 1946
and in 1971 he was elected president
and chief executive olficer.

*

HECLA CLUB, OF MINNEAPOLIS
AND ST. PAUL PRODUCE “THE
GOLDEN GATE"

Hekla Ciub ol Minneapolis and St.
Paul has produced the play “The Gold-
en Gate (Gullna HIidid). The First
Secretary at the Embassy of Iceland
in Washington, D.C.. Porsteinn Ing-

Olisson, has written a letter expressing
his appreciation of the undertaking.
He wrote: The production of Gullna
HIidid is an outstanding example of
the important role of your Club and
similar clubs of Icelandic ancestry can
play in introducing Icelandic culture.

*

HALLOWEEN AT STAFHOLT,
BLAINE, WASHINGTON

Ghosts and goblins featured the an-
nual Hallowe’en Masquerade at Staf-
holt, Blaine. Some 124 of the residents
were in costume, including six infirm-
ary residents. Joining in the fun were
several staff members and friends
[rom Blaine. Men’s prizes went to “‘a
witch”, “a [ine lady”, and a man wear-
ing a grass skirt. Women's prizes went
to “a very authentic Indian lady”, “a
Mrs. Pumpkin”, and “the sweetest old-
fashioned lady you ever saw”.

The evening program included
several readings and dancing. “Noticed
several ladies trying to decide which
side of that ‘backward’ man to ask
for a dance but they gave up because
he said he did not know whether he
was coming or going”.

Alter dancing, gingerbread and ice
cream and hot chocolate were served.

*

Two Manitobans of Icelandic des-
cent are now playing professional hoc-
key with the Winnipeg Jets, of the
Worlid Hockey Assn., who at the time
of writing, hold 3rd place in the Can-
adian division. They are Danny John-
son, captaiit of the [ets originally from
Winnipego.is, and Duke (Friman
John) Asmundson, originally from
Piney, but grc  up in West Kildonan,
Winnipeg.
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OBVERSE

by Paul A. Sigurdson

Mrys. Karlson was surprised to hear
the phone ring that morning. A wild
blizzard had blown hard most of the
night. Usually the lines were down.
Now the wind, as il in savage venge-
ance, assailed the widow’s insubstan-
tial frame house, rattling the window-
panes and straining the thin walls.

“Hello . . .”

“Mus. Karlson?” The voice was crisp
but friendly

“Yes . . .7

“This is Mr. Timmins, Mrs. Karl-
son. 1 wondered il your boy was do-
ing anvthing todav.”

Young Karl was scrunched on the
davenport snuggling an Eaton’s cat-
alogue. He was a strongly built lad of
thirteen with the full round cheeks
which would keep him boyish looking
most of his life. He was whistling. The
skates he hoped someday to order seem-
ed more real than the paper on the
page: C.C.M. Hockey Skates with steel
reinforced toes, only $5.95.

“He’s here, Mr. Timmins. Would
vou like . . #”

“I need a boy to deliver grocerics
today, Mrs. Karlson. Someone to deliv-
er on foot. Most of the streets are block-
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ed already,” said Mr. Timmins. “I
think Karl is a good worker. I'd lik=
to give him a chance at the job. I don’t
suppose you’re against him making a
litcle money, Mrs. Karlson.”

Mrys. Karison passed on the message
to her boy.

“Tell him I'm rarin’ to go anytime,”
said Karl, tossing the catalogue aside
and pulling on his boots.

“This is very good of you, Mzi.
Timmins,” said the widow humbly,
“Karl will be right down.”

“Don’t mention it,” said Mr. Tim-
mins with his most disarming manner
and Mrs. Karlson knew he was giving
her that full, false-toothed smile which
endeared him to his customers.

The boy struck out eagerly, like a
rough sea. There was no sign of the
man going for a special fish in a
sun, and no horizon. Everywhere gusts
of grey snow swirled and twisted amidst
a monochrome of grey. Nothing stood
out in detail. Every line was blurred.
The dark houses loomed like ghostly
hulls of old ships in a grey fog. A foot
of snow had fallen, and in the shelter-
ed places, and on the ledges of the win-
dows it formed inverted cones and
parabolas. Along the sidewalk already
were drifts two or three feet deep.
Only the lamp at the end of the street
challenged the gloom where the snow-
flakes flushed in a triangle of brilliant
light. Karl had the world to himself,
a solitary grey-clad figure left to the
whim of the winds. Even the dogs
kept to their shelters.

A few minutes later, he saw the
steaming snow-caked windows of the
store. On the plate glass he saw the
flourish of the gilt script. By chance
he noted that the gilt from the dot of
one of the “i’s” had peeled, exposing
a black spot. He gave a start. For an
instant he had an uncanny feeling ot

precognition. Then he entered the
store.

Inside, the enticing aroma of raisins
and coffeec blended with a thousand
delicious smells. It was a long build-
ing, wellstocked and orderly. he
white enamelled meat cooler stood at
the far end of the store, facing the en-
trance. A large silver triple-drawer til}
stood high and commandingly on the
centre counter. It had a large black
handled-crank and was elaborately em-
bossed with a design of leaves and
flowers. Mr. Timmins was bowing
over the open till, and for an instant
the boy thought it reminded him ~{
the minister standing at the altar.

“Hello, Karl,” said Mr. Timmins
heartily. “Didn’t take you long.”

He was a short, thick-chested, power-
ful looking man about fifty. Except for
a dullness in his blue eyes, he had the
looks of a Roman senator. His smile
was broad and infectious. The boy
liked him. His charm was overwhelm-
ing.

“Hi, Mr. Timmins,” said Karl re-
spectfully, “Some blow-out, eh? Wish
it wasn’t Saturday.”

Mr. Timmins laughed; but his heart
was not in it. He was in a rush to begin
the turnover for the day. The business
thrived on his energy and personality.
Even with no customers in the store
the atmosphere was charged with
purposeful activity. Two clerks were
picking cans and packages from the
shelves and methodically bagging
them, and the butcher slung grea:
chunks of meat from block to scale
and back again. Every day the wheels
of commerce hummed in J.C.’s grocerv
store. A blizzard was only a new chal-
lenge.

‘We’ve got our jobs cut out for us
today,” said Mr. Timmins, wringing
his thick, dry hands in anticipation.
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“Yes sir, Karl. We’re depending on
vou today. There’s orders come in
Irom all over town today. Tom and
the truck can take a few streets, but
it won’t be long before the whole
town’s blocked. So it’s up to you Karl.
I'm counting on you. It’s your con-
tract.”

Karl swelled himself a little. “Con-
tract” sounded like an important
word.

“Thank you sir,” said the boy. “T’ll
do my best.”

“(ood boy!” said Mr. Timmins.
“And I suppose you could use a littie
extra money too, . . .”

“I'm saving for skates,” he said.
“Steel reinforced toes. Thevre
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“You’ll be a great help to your mo-
ther someday, Karl. Every month she
takes a bit of credit here, you know . .’

Karl flinched in spite of himself.

“But she always pays her bills sooner
or later,” he added in a businesslike
way.

Just before 9:00 a.m., Karl began
his “contract”. He was outfitted with
two large canvas bags of the type used
for delivering newspapers. Each bag
was loaded with twenty or thirty
pounds of groceries, one hanging oun
the right and one on the left, strapped
from the opposite shoulder. It was a
heavy load for a boy, but Karl kept
it well balanced and being strong,
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took it in stride. Before he set out, Mr.
Timmins counted out ten dollars
worth of change; and with words of
caution, entrusted it to Karl’s care.
Then the boy set out, grinning under
the load and thankful for the old skis
he had thought to bring.

Carrying five orders, the boy made
the first round of deliveries in twenty
minutes. By the time he got back to
the store, he had become a part of the
storm. Snow was caked in every creasz
of his clothes. Only the vivid pink !
his cheeks glowed behind the folds of
a knitted scarf.

“Good boy,” said Mr. Timmins,
hurrying to reload the two canvas
bags. “We're going to get the better
of the storm after all!”

The boy sweated out another six
rounds. At noon he rushed home to
devour a triple helping of beef stew.
By 12:45, he was loaded again and
making another round.

The job had begun as a game. But
gradually, as the hours wore on, as the
drifts grew, and as the straps cut deep-
er into the muscle between the should-
ers and the neck, it became a test of en-
durance. The boy was strong, and he
was game, but by late afternoon he
knew he was slowing down. Fatigue
was setting in. His body did not res-
pond with its fresh resiliences. His back
was one large ache and his feet feit
clumsy in his skis. He became conscious
of every stride.

The storm showed no sign of back-
ing off. By mid afternoon every street
was blocked. Gilmour, an avenue “n
the north side of town, was covered
with one titanic drift, a half mile long
and eight feet high.

Karl was alone on the streets. He
imagined he was an explorer discove:-
ing a strange uninhabited wilderness.
He thought about “Bjartur of Summer-

houses”, stubbornly pitting himse!{
against the storm. With renewed e
ergy, he pressed his shoulders to the
chilling wind; he enjoyed the snow
swirling about him, flying into his
face, and settling on his burning
cheeks. It was so white, so clean and
glistening. It was a smile covering the
ugliness beneath it.

At six o’clock he went home for sup-
per. He flopped onto the davenport,
uttering a sound something between
a moan and a long sigh.

‘Why you're exhausted Karl,” said
Mrs. Karlson in her kind way. “Take
off vour boots and be comfortable.
You've had a long day.”

“I have to go back,” Karl said as if
he was reading a clause in a contract.
“I promised.”

Mis. Karlson looked distressed. She
anxiously studied Karl's face. It w-us
white and drawn. He looked ill.

“You've had enough, Karl, she said.
“Surely Mr. Timmins knows how hard
you’ve worked.”

“It’s just till eight. A couple more
loads. I promised. He’s counting on
me. It’s part of our contract.”

“I won’t let you go, Karl. Youre
played out!”

“I am not played out,” said the bov
indignantly, “and I'm going to finish
my job.”

And the boy had his way.

The storm held on. It was dark now.
Karl took his bearings from the fuz:v
white light in the windows of the
houses

On his final round, he made a del-
ivery at Mrs. Carruthers’. She was a
lady of the town, well known for her
poise and dignity — a middle-aged
woman, tall, stiff and aristocratic. Her
ginger hair was always set in perfect
permanent waves. Not a strand was out
of place. Instinctively in her presence,
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Karl was always ill-at-ease, fearing his
face was not clean or his hair un-
combed. Now he felt he should re-
move his hat. But he changed his mind
and knocked discreetly at the rear
door.

“Walk in,” a woman’s voice sang
out. “The door is open.”

Karl found himself entering a small,
brightly lit kitchen. Across the rooma
Mrs. Carruthers stood, standing in a
doorway with a lazy appreciative smile.
She was loosely swathed in an acqua-
marine housecoat and red slippers
made like puff balls. Karl was stunner
to see her dishevelled ginger hair. It
was as if life had opened a curtain for
him to see something forbidden.

“Well, it’s the little Karlson boy,”
she said amiably, leaning on the jamb
and rocking gently to and fro. “I do
believe youre growing up.”

“Yes ma'm,” said Karl, fumbling
with his order and almost dropping a
tin of cherries.

‘How much is the bill?” she said
gliding towards him.

A waft of sweet-perfume made his
head swim.

“Four, seventy-five,” he said, rivet-
ing his eyes on a can of Aylmer soup.

As she approached him, she cunning-
ly unfastened the belt, and at the ap-
propriate moment, her gown fell open.
At that instant the boy glanced up and
saw a clear glimpse of her nude body.
He looked, flushed crimson, and jerk-
ed his eyes away. Mrs. Carruthers -
nocently drew the robe about her
again. It was an evasive, subtle move.

Now she stood beside him, counting
out the monev from a black, cloth,
change purse. She was so close, he fel:
the enveloping fragrance of her per-
fume. It was warm and cloying. He
longed for the clean bite of the frosty
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air. As she gave him the money, she
squeezed it into his hand.

“You're a strong boy,” she said, look-
ing into his eyes. “You will come and
see me again, won’t you?”

Karl nodded, backing away and out
the door, his brain reeling.

“N-Night,” he said.

Badly shaken, he stumbled out into
the storm. Life had lost its simplicity.
Its base was now as shifty and change-
able as the sculptured patterns in tne
snow. Mrs. Carruthers was only a sur-
face before. Now she had depths he
could not understand. What was there
to trust? What was honest? What was
true?

He arrived at the store. Mr. Tim-
mins was at the till, smiling Karl
thought something about the smile aud
changed.

“We did it Karl,” he gloated. “We've
won the battle!”

Karl nodded, drawing a fistfull of
coins and wrinkled bills from the
pocket of his inside pair of trousers.
Carefully, he piled the money on the
counter.

“How much do I owe?” he asked.

Mr. Timmins did some magic wrig-
gling with a sharp yellow pencil —

“Twenty-three, forty-five.”

He counted Karl’s money. Not satis-
fied, he counted again.

“You’re ten cents short, Karl,” he
said.

Karl counted the money himself,
sliding the coins into piles with his
numb pink fingers; then silently, as
if in a dream, he took out his own
shabby wallet with the torn zipper.
Unsnapping the change pocket, he
turned it upside down and shook it.
Two coins dropped out . . . a nickle,
a dime, and a piece of lint. Immediate-
ly he slid the dime into the money pile.

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 61

5. A. THORARINSON

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR

708-294 PORTAGE AVENUE

OFFICE PHONE 942-7051

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA R3B 1KB

i =

McKAGUE SIGMAR .. ...

WINNIPEG'S LARGEST

REALTOR

SErRVING ALL OF WINNIPEG

Witk 6 OFrrices

MURRAY SIGMAR

President and General Manager

Head Office 943-1431 Res. 253-1979

SeasoN's BGREETINGS

LUNDAR PHARMALCY

PHARMACLISTS

KEITH EYDLFSON
DAVILYN EYOLFSON

LAKESHORE ENTERPRISES
LTD.

PHONE 762-5241

LUNDAR — MANITOBA

MoTO - SKi
SALES AND SERVICE

— AUTOPAK AGENT —
- LAUNDROMAT —

BRUCE BRECKMAN, MGR.

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS




62 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

WINTER 1974

“I don’t remember dropping it,”
said Karl thickly. “I was very careful.”

Mr. Timmins cranked the till. The
third drawer (overflowing with bills)
shot out with a ring which sounded
triumphantly through the empty store.
Meanwhile, Karl removed his two can-
vas carrying bags and folded them neat-
ly away in the storage room. When he
returned to ‘the counter, Mr. Timmins
was waiting, smiling at him.

“Well,” he began brightly, “I guess
a man who works all day deserves to
get paid.”

Rrrrrring! ! The till sounded its note
of victory again. But Karl was weary
and the sound grated in his ears.

“Here you are Karl,” he said.

With a gesture of importance, lhe
pressed the money into Karl’s hand.
The boy looked down. What he saw
made his brain reel. The vision of the
C.C.M 1. steel-reinforced skates faded.
Dumbfounded, he could not believe his
eves. A fifty-cent piece res ted in his
palm.

Sickened, the boy stared into Mr.
Timmins’ face. The grocer’s smile was
as bright and wide and friendly as it
had ever been. But something had
changed. The charm was gone, like
bright snow melted, leaving the trash
beneath.

Slowly, wearily, Karl left the store.
The ache in his shoulders was bother-
ing him and he longed for home.

Without speaking, he went to bed.
Mrs. Karlson made cocoa for him and
served it in a steaming cup.

“And what do you want for all this
service, mother?” he asked accusingly.

It was strange. He had never spoken
like this before. Mrs. Karlson looked
hurt and bewildered.

“Karl,” she asked gently, “What hap-
pened? Did something happen at the
store?”

The boy passed her the empty cup
and rolled over to face the cold wall.

“Please mother,” he said, trying not
to cry. "Don’t talk to me now.”
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# 3 Lakeview Square—Room 103, Provincial Office Building,
185 Cariton Street, 340-9th Street,

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3J1 Brandon, Manitoba R7A 6C2
Phone: 946-7565. Phone: 728-7000 (Ext. 271}

Manitoba Department of Industry and Commerce

Honourable Leonard S. Evans, Minister/L.. Remis, Deputy Minister
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HEAD OFFICE
2860 PEMBINA HIGHWAY — PHONE 269-8130
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